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of to chemiſtry, is CY circumſtance which, 


8 it does not require an apology, demand 


5 at leaſt an explanation. 


The prevalence of the Es Bn 


8 called influenza, in the years 1789 and 90, 


firſt awakened my curioſity. on the ſubjeR 
of epidemic diſeaſes. A journey which 1 
made in October 1789, from Hartford to 


Boſton, and another in March 1790 Hong 


Hartford to Albany, led me to obſerve the 


4 progreſsiveneſs of that SIA. with its other Do 


phenomena. . 
The appearance of the (nt wa 


in 1798 revived my curioſity, and a ſimilar. : 


| circumſtance, - a journey from Hartford to 
New York in April of that year, led me to 
obſerve a Progreſsion in that diſeaſe from: 
Bon to Eaſt, A e attack which MF: 
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: : Wn. = effects lost nh Mie? petfinced me 5 5 
5 5 that the epidemic was progressive 1 mM malig- 55 
* nanch, as well as in regard to place. 
EE: Hal no other epidemic appeared, my cu- = 


- riofity would probably have ſubfided, and 

| been extinguiſhed, The malignant fever i is 
1 New Vork in 1791 had excited alarm in 
: U "that city, and was a ſubject of notice in 
| | . F 2 Hartford, 'whi ere 1 then reſided ; but no idea ES 


> | had been conceived that it was connected : 
. l 4 with. a peſtilential ſtate df the air in the 
> United States, which was afterwards to pro- 
due more ſerious and general calamities. PE. 
In Autumn 1793, however, that peſtilen- © 
. 5 tial ſlate of air arrived to its criſis in Phila» 
= delphia, where the mortality occaſioned by 
| be yellow fever ſpread deſtruction and diſ- 
© . may from Auguſt to November. The fata- bt 
1 ty of the diſeaſe ſpread conſternation . 
| fhyough the- United states, pug rene ap- 
- prehenſi ons in Europe. 5 
No American citizen could be 8 
to the prevalence of this diſeafe i in his OW n 
eountty. LO it was 6 that tho 
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ecn Produced tom 
imported infection, and that a more _ 
execution. of the laws relating ta quarantine. . 


1 might prevent a repetition of the dla, * 
1 4 Here reſted app 1 


zpprehenſion and enquiry. 
But this tranquillity was of ſhort 1 
The appearance of the ſame diſeaſe in New 


Haven in 1794, and in New Vork, Balti- | 15 


more, and Norfolk, in 1795, revived my 
f curioſity. with double zeal, ta ſearch out the 
Cauſes of theſe, phenomena, ſo ut uſual in 

this country. The facts Which had come 
to my kKnowledg e relating to the origin 5 
| Propagation of this diſeaſe led me to ſuſpact 
the common theory 
founded. But, ag a. preliminary to all oth 
enquiries, it a 


a deciſion of this queſtion legiſlative. and 
police regulations for preventing a return of _ 
the evil, or mitigating its ſeverity, would 

ey probably. be fruitleſs, The queſtion hn" 
to be extremely important, and the diffe- 
rence 
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of infection. to be ill- 


peared neceſſary to ſettle tho 
FLeontroverſy relative to the imported or do- 
mahic ſources of the diſtemper, for without 
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kreꝛnces of opinion on the ſubject among Me- 
75 deal, Gentlemen formed. to. Wes i the 
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mmould lence doubts in the public ming. 


In this ſituation of the cee e 


a ſolved to make an effort to obtain evidence - 5 


b which. might decide the point in one way 
or the other; and as facts only can be relied 
9 a ſure baſis of principles and theory, 1 
determined to make à collection of facts 
he United States, where 
the yellow fever or other malignant fevers, 
had prevailed during the preceding years. 


For this Purpoſe, on the 3ſt of October, 


1795, I addreſſed a circular letter to the 


| LY ra throw hout the United States, requeſting 

them to communicate to me whatever facts 
had come within their obſervation; whieh: - 
Fed throw. light on the foreign or domeſtio 


FOIL brigin of the yellow fever. In Sante, 


Ws which I received a number of communi- 


N cations, which were | publiſhed in 1796, . 


Which is prefixed my circular letter. 
: Theſe communications, though leſs nu- 
| 8 and ſatisfactory than were deſirable,. 
umitec x. with a multitude of fats within my 
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1 pte e lie Wor 5 Bp a 
_of--the yellow fever in the: United States 3 
: from imported ſources. I found repeatedly: Bo 1 
rkhat the reports of perſons taken ill in con- 
ſequence of » intercourſe; with veſſels. R 
the Weſt Indies, or. with diſeaſed ſeamen, a 8 | 0 
infected cotton or © >thing,  or/ the like | 
Cauſes, were mere idle tales, raiſed by the 8. 1 
: norant or intereſted, and wholly unſupported 8 IR 
 by.evidence. Scarcely an inſtance could 90 1 
found in which the evidence of the ps AS vp + 
pagation of diſeaſe from imported infec- *V 
tion was! absent, to bend er the fact. even „ 
pf obable., * 1 5 e er a 5 SY 3 
On the other 5 ok that Fr a of this . 
origination of the diſeaſe in New York, Bal», „ 
timore, Norfolk, Newbury Port, Boſton, and; ON 
Charleſtown, appeared to, be clear and fatis-, FE. 
factory. In; moſt of thoſe | (places the: aer „ 
Ant never been Hieſtiosede e $4 Ts 
When the ſame diſeaſe nee in \ Phi- 8 
ladelphia in 1797 the queſtion. of importa- 
tion or domeſtic origin again agitatec 
1 ty. and the public; the by V1 iva Ot NC 
diſcuſsion, and particularly certain publien ? 
tions of Dt. William C zunkie. in.;the Phila. „„ 
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"RT india prints, called forth my exertidan\ to 
unite opinions, and ſave the citizens of this 
country from the diſtraction of meaſures, 
which muſt neceſſarily follow a diviſion of 
opinions. I conſidered and ſtill conſider the 
. - queſtion as reſting principally on fact, and 
not on medical ſkill, therefore proper to be . 


inveſtigated and diſcuſſed by any man. who. 


Rs bay Ne wy" an as well - as: 15 18 0 8 
5 Theſe dons gave Ale to Au ws - 
HE fervations which I addreſſed to Dr. Currie, . 
through the medium of the Public Papers, 
in the months of October, November, and 
December, 1797. The deſign of theſe! ob- 
fervations was originally limited to the pur- 
poſe of proving the yellow fever of our coun- 
try to be generated by local and domeſtic 
cCauſes, by laying together the facts, Which 

I had collected from various parts of the 


United States, without any intention of exa- 


Fr mining the hiſtory and phenomena of peſti- 
lential diſeaſes in other OO” ry you” 8 

, 5 periods of the world. 1190 „ 

dein purſuing this objeR; W 1 vas 43 
led inſenſibly to examine all the books 1 
Could find on the ſubject of the plague, and 


e 1 t TED new, X- bound * much 

1 ol a ſure in ls it, readily to aban- 
don the purſuit. Facts which were new to - 
me were daily preſenting themſelves to my 


mind, and, after three months inveſtigation, 
I was perſuaded that thoſe facts are of too D 
1 15 much importance to philoſophy, to medi- . 
| + cine, and 460 human bappineſs, not to merit 8 
publication. as! is Aue e _ ts re- „ 
ſent ms. ff 
When 1 ws my enquiries into this ori· „ 
gin of the yellow fever, in 1795, I had no 
pPreconceived ſyſtem to maintain. My vier 
1 collect facts, and from them to de- 
duce rnurRH. It is not my intention to ad- | 
vance theory over fact; but, as far as juſt 
philoſophy: and ſound e will Termin * N 
- a wtf, from the toon ee ee „ 
pol nature, to arrive at fixed principles. If 
conjectures ſhould in any inſtance be ad. 
vanced, they will be offered as W 5 „ 
7 4 not as the baſis of practice. a UIRA 
As there is a difference of opinion ider, 
gard to the cauſes of the p plague, and other 
KS peſtilential diſeaſes, as well as in ee to 
8 "A of the 


- ſhall FE un Mabie tg Gt. wing; A 1 
terms, e with often occur in the TOM mW 
2 | ing wo rk. i = 11 81 IF: 4 1224: BL + or | 
bat Stent diſeaſe which uſually in 
the Levant: produces ſwellings i in the glands, 
2s buboes, I ſhalk call the glandular or ingui- 
nua plague. The peſtilential diſeaſe which. 
. mas afflicted ſome of the cities in Ameres 
and is uſually called the yellow fever, 1 
hall denominate me bilious or e 4 
1942 de J ELD CIDR hc RULE 
5 te Tran: „ Hae? Foehtings in o 
; 3 in the arm-pits, and behind the ears, DE 
do not in every caſe appear; but they are 
he general diſti n ky of THEE true 
gw: -- I P 33 7 oo OT, 5 
me yellow. fever the „130 W 1 not, 1 Ban 
© every caſe; marked by a yellow colour, 
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ll bdaurt it is generally the fact; and therefore 


ttis form of peſtilence may very well take 
its denomination from that circumſtance we 
its bilious! appearance. ))%%%ͤͤ ] . | 
Whether theſe are diſcaſch 1 ny 8 
. dſtinct, or only the ſame diſeaſe varied and 
| modified: by climate, ſeaſon; or other R 
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| 8 . treat: them aS different forms of - the i 
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1 abi that in moſt of te e th F 
. agree, that they are peſtilential, and greatly 


be dreaded by mankind. I ſhall- therefore. 


diſeaſe. There may be ſome cauſe; for: = = | 5 25 
lieving that the moiſture of a country, 


5 abounding with woods and marſhy grounds, 


1 Place, may be called ſpecific: contagion... Such 95 5 1 


may occaſion the difference in the e > 1 
bodies which fall victims to peſtilencs.. i. 


Ihe words infection and contagion. are 8. d 7 
by medical writers, and in popular cuſtom, | 


as ſynonymous, and their etymologies war- 8 
nant the practice. But I conceive there are 
diſtinctions in this quality or power of diſ- 
_ eaſes, of communicating; themſelves by con- 5 
tact or near approach, which T to e 

5 each its appropriate language. N 8 
That quality of a diſeaſe which communi- „ 
cdates it from a ſick to a well perſon, on ſin- 

ply inhaling the breath or effluvia from the „ 
perſon diſeaſed, at any time and in aß; 
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_ = withe: contagion. of the .ſmall-pox.. and the 
meaſles; wie: are eee h gs 
„That ak 105 2 diſeaſe 1 5 5 15 though: * 
: infalutary, will not; communicate. it WN N 
4 the a Wer „ as warm weather, or i 
5 6́ißjß rg peculiar Oe: 
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4 conſiderable time under its influence to give - 


ich requires the healthful perſon to be for 


it effect, may be called infection. Such is 


he" quality of the plague in all its forms, 

dyſentery, and all typhus fevers. It may, 
n be poſsible for the effluvia of thofe 
who have theſe. diſeaſes, to be ſo concen- | 
_ trated and virulent as to communicate them 


to u perſon in health, by a ſingle inſpiration 


of air into the lungs. - But if ſuch can be 


the caſe l in any inſtance, it is not the ordi- 


nary ſtate of thoſe diſeaſes. Even in the 5 


Hache many attendants on the ſick never | 5 
receive the diſeaſe at all; and in moſt caſes 


healthful perſons may, for hours, breathe 
the air of the rooms e the , are : 
_ without any injury. 55 

Hence infection is b of all BG 5 


of activity and force, from a flight impurity 2 


ol air, which affects no perſon in health, to . 
that virulent ſtate of air which will produce i 
eee in a perſon ſuddenly expoſed to ; 8 
Infection is uſually rendered inactive by 
e. cold; ſpecific contagion is never de- 
eyed; but often rendered more active by 


555 . 5 cold. Hence 5 winter in eee Bai | 


makes: no favourable alteration” in the ſmall- | 
bie exceptions:t this wh”. 


pox.” There are om EE 
mark, as it regards the plague, which! 5 5 7 
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- DS noticed i in the following work. 


- Theſe diſtinctions, which will appear in the „ 
oem of this treatiſe to be well founded. 
have never been defined or uſed by Eutopenn 
phyſicians, ſo far as my information extends, 


and to the want of them are to be aſcribed 


many errors and abſurdities in opinion, as : . 


well as warm controverſies in nr" to as: 
contagion of the plague. { 
That ſtate of our 9 ics pro- 


| duces diſeaſe, or difpoſes the body to dif- 


N independent of other cauſes, I call 


general or primar contagion., Synonymous 


with theſe phraſes will be uſed a peſtilential _ 


dare or conſtitution of the air. 


The word Peſtilence may be aa: as ſyno- 


; nymeus with plague, or as expreſsing all 


5 kinds of contagious and infectious epidemics. 


=Þ have uſed. it in both ſenſes, and often 


8 4 expreſs an idea of that ſeries of epidemics 


| „ which are alen connected n a. 
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very few books and little aid from the im- 
pProvements of their predeceſſors. The philo- 
ſſophers of antiquity, attentive to changes in 
the ſeaſons and to the "revolutions. of the 
heavenly bodies, attempted to trace peſtilential | 
diſeaſes to extraordinary viciſſitudes in the 
weather, and to the aſpects of the Planets. _ 
Modern philoſophers and phyficians, on the 
bother hand, unable to account for peſtilence 
on the principle of extraordinary ſeaſons, and 
= : diſdaining to admit the influence of the planets 
do be the cauſe, have reſorted to inviſible 
7; LS: animalculæ, and to infection concealed in bales 
vou goods or old clothes, tranſported from Rt - 
odr Conſtantinople, and let looſe at certain 
periods, to e anhin and e the 
_ earth. 
In both 8 of: the 3 the „ 
maſs of people, uſually ignorant and always 
inclined. to believe in the marvellous, , have cut. 
the Gordian knot of difficulty, by aſcribing 
. peſtilence to the immediate exerciſe of. Divine 
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5 Fowerz under the impreſſion that the plague 
is one of the judgments vhich God, in his 
2 wrath, inflicts on e to puniſh, them 
| their iniquities.. fe tie 0 i odd > 
Without . on the comp rative mer 
of theſe reſpective opinions, it is — 
obſerve, that, they, ane all probably, 
5539151 71 
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* thoſe: of the philoſoph 
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| At may, ee the of pg to 3 1 
the explanations of the cauſe f 


ales given by fon Me | the principal | 
writers on the ſubject. 1 165460882 t 

Hi ppocrates, the ae of: odd ſcience, 
and a man of very 
dered peſtilenee as the effect of p r 
ſeaſons and winds. . A peſtilential ſtate « or con- 
ſtitution of air he deſcribes, as occaſioned. by 
a continuation of ſoutherly winds,: and a warm, 
un _ eien it ns ghee e ws 
De ee kb ti. W 
i 0 eee, e 
Galen followe ne fame theory. M 
that peſiilential diſeaſes ariſe. from a putridity. 
of a1 air; and in anoths ce, 4 ee 
15 qe a, T4 8 bY; 0 2 5 11 1 . Go in ee 
ei e ee „ e onde? e 

«x will at once occur to an intelligent 
ade that a partic 
producing peſtil 10 
he For: a particular country, or latitude. 
The ſtate of ſeaſons nice tee Calls 
PeBlputinl, is evi idently calculated to produce | 
ugment autumnal diſeaſes in temperate 
udes ;vandois,prineipally th 
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acute obſervation, confi- 


nd he. principally, cal- 


eſtate of weather 


3 


this:: bilious plague Presales in the ae ee 
New Vork, Baltimore, and Norfolk. But jh 


ehen the ſame diſeaſe raged in Philade 
for that was exceſſively dry; nor_with the 
_ ſammer of 1797, which was eee in re. 
ſpe; to beat, cold, and moiſture 

Hippocrates indeed ſeems to have been ene, 
chat the ſeaſons alone were not ſuffieien 
accbunt for peſtilence; for he ſpeaks of to 


which modern writers of celebrity N tnlSs to 
be intended, what is now called an epide n 


3 Where eee fy. unknown can es. 
"Ariſtotle, - prob. 1. relates, chr a hol nd 

a" ſouth wind will produce peſtilence.  - | 
"The philoſophical warrior and hiſtorian, -Ami- 


mianus Marcellinus, : after mentioning ee 


e broke but in Amida, a eity of Perſia, 
when beſieged by Sapor, A. D. 359, from the 
cChbhfrfruption of numerous dead bodies which tay. 
= 4 | nab iy th rc, r proceeds to nn ö 
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| and eminent + phyſinn. have 
taught I produced by exceſs of 

eat or Coldꝭ of © th tene Whence 
if,” char thoſs who live near wet and marſky-! 
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does not correſpond with the ſeaſon in 179: , +. 


theion; ſome divine principle in the air, by 


1 as 
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_— 55 eyes, and the like. Those, on the other th: 1 


2 x 


25 8 wi rn, on 1 


30 ; oy more eee e Hence, 


the war of ten years in e - 


| of: diſeaſe prevailed; and it was ſaid, that ne 
7 ; periſhed” by the weapons of Apollo, by whic 


wis ſuppoſed to Be meant the! heat uf” the Jon. - 


And, according to Thucydides, the 1 it 

among the Athenians, in the beginning of the 
Peloponneſian war, was occaſioned by an acute 

diſeaſe, - which. proceeded from the fervid regions 

of Ethiopia; and gradually extended to Attiea 

. 15:Otheroare of opinion, .that air; :like'water, 
f Vvitiated by the effluvia of dead bodies, or e 
= milar ſubſtances, is * e of its ſalubrity s 
ea leaſt,” that A DO ee Will 


; affirm, that the air, rendered rol "hy a 
; vapor from the earth} cloſſug the pores of: — 
body and checking perſpiration, becomes fatal 


to the lives of ſome; for which reaſon, other 
animals than man, which are continually bend- 


ing towards apy earth; are the firſt vittims-to 

 peſtilence, | as Homer: teſtifies, and wh 8 
FO: proved by many * dung! the 
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The firſt A ſpecies 555 plague is called Fler, 
and this afflicts moſt 1 ſeverely thoſe who. are 


ſubject to exceſſive. heat, in hot regions. The _ 
ſecond is denominated epidemic, which when MC 
rages, obſcures the fight and excites dangerous 


e third lamodes, which is Os, 
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| of ordinary diſeaſes, occaſioned by e: extremes of £3, 


weather, marſh effluvia, vitiated air, and the 


n ef wiclent ent, u arcke of the 
ſun: No perſon will diſpute the juſtneſs of his 


, for the ſame cauſes, at this day, proj 


duce the Mme effects. But che Canfes affigned, 


are not adequate to all the effects which we with 
to explain. They do not uniformly occaſion 
peſtilence; and, on the oth er hand, peſtilence 
ſometimes 1 without 8 W iy ole, 


Etius, an ent t phyſitinn ab the 1 
of the ith century, compiled the opinions and 
methods of cure agp by the moſt celebrated 
of his predeceſſors. In this compilation, en- 


titled © 'Tetrabiblos,” chap. 9. we find the fol · 
F er ng 8 we on the 1 of — 
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156 tia or water, Ldtanblerate! Siek or want 
= cuſtomary exerciſe; hunger or repletion, eſ⸗ 
pecially when abündanee ſueceeds extreme 
Want. But the nature of the country often 

cauſes epidemic diſeaſes} the air we breathe 
being vitiated by the evaporation from putrid 

85 muß Theſe ſubſtances are multitudes of 5 


dead bodies after battles; marſhes, or ſtagne ant 


water 10 the v oinity, Which emit poiſonous 


5 | and fœtid vapors. This cauſe 1 is in continual 
operation. And the air Which ſurrounds. us, 
always changes its temperament when f it be 


comes” immoderately hot or cold, dr 


mid. To other cauſes we are not ein ex- 
poſed; nor at all times; but the circumambient- 


air, when we are Abroad, Apr us all alike,” 


and i is inhaled with the breath. D RT, 

Sometimes the furrounding # air, Ee 8 
ot, induces a peſtilentia! 

conſtitution; and as humors, tending to putre- 


im humid and k 


faction, are collected in the body by eating 


unwholeſome food, this Air been the ſource | 


of a peſtilential fever. Therefore, if a perſon 


takes moderate exerciſe, 'and is temperate and 
regular in his diet (victu modęſto ac caſtigato) ' 


; he wholly. eſcapes, all affections. of this kind.” 


Such were the opinions of the phyſicians and 
3 philoſophers of antiquity. No diſtinction ap- 
mel to have been mae * them between the 
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aſcribed to the fame. D 70 1 ; 101110 7 


t what ti 


the diſtinction between 


ans Peftilentia EEG ade. has not f 


to my enquiries; but I find it in the writings 


1 2 of Proſper Alpinus, 33 Ve netian phyſician, WhO 


and who had been for 


wrote about the cloſe of the ſixteenth centu 
ome years a practitioner 


# 


pt. This author maintains that peſtilent 


5 — are occaſioned by local cauſes, - as vitiated 


air; and by peculiarities; of ſe 
heat and humidity. But he aſſerts chat 
Fe in Egypt rarely proceeds from-corruptec 


: 8 70 its cor 1 


thamibae -concludes for certain, that the plague» 
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air, and never, ee after * unuſual over- * 
5 9 boa. Ho nde ta 


govt 


From W ot aac water, nd 
it would occur every year. He 


is uſually imported from Greece, Syria, Barbary, 
or Turkey. Plerumquè igiter id genus morbi 
ibi contagio er aliis loris aſpontari ſolet The) 
contagion of the ee 1 WO en am 
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- The | fame! author aſſerts, that ak plus 
. brought from Barbary is more malignant, and 
of longer duration, than When brought e 
1 Greece or Syria. 5 5 I ei ie . 
Diemerbrosck, an eminent Duteli phyſelim) 5 
155 of the laſt century, has recorded àn account of 
— a violent plague in Nimeguen in 1636, and „ 
ſubjoined to it the belt treatiſe on the origin o ! 
that diſeaſe which I have been able to find. 
though, in one or two particulars, his ideas are Beg Hs 
very inaccurate. | This author; whoſe treatiſe! 
am furprized t to find is little known in this : 
country, aſſigns three cauſes of the peſtis or 
true plague. Firſt, the juſt anger of Heaven, 2 
_ provoked by exhalations from the fins of our 
ſins and abominable deeds. Secondly, a Ir | 
malignant, poiſonous, and, to human nature 
deadly peſtilent germ (ſeminarium), like a ſub- 855 
tile fermentum or leaven, ſent from Heaven in 
. 1 a very ſmall quantity, diffuſing itſelf through = 
the air like a ſubtle gas, and rendering it in- 
2 pure. This gas he ſuppoſes to ſpread over many | 
| regions its numerous particles, aud to impreſs” 
on the air an infection like poiſon,” which often 
affects, not _ many W en _— — 
| whole world. . 5 
However whimdcat we e may this nk 1 0 ene T 
explanation of the peſtilent principle, that 
ſome general cauſe exiſts in the atmoſphere, at 
certain periods, will be rendered very probable,” 
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tunate and unſeaſonable changes of tin m 
to putrefaction that, the 66 * poiſon. Of. the 


n 0 t ups 


10 The w vote ran _ „ belle, of Pie. | 


| merbrocek ſeems to be the to. theion of Hip- 
pocrates. In hat the eſſence of this principle 
Conſiſts, is not known; but there muſt be an 


alteration in the chemical properties of the at- 
moſphere, to ſolve the difficulties that attend 


our. enquiries into the cauſe of peſtilence. That 
this alteration is the effect of a poiſon, e cœ¹⁰ 

demiſſum, is an hypotheſis aan en by dah 
and wholly incredible. 


The third cauſe of petence mentioned, by 


this author, is infection. 


Diemerbroeck alſo ee e we Sanden 


; eine peſtis and peftilentia. : The latter is ſup- 
| poſed to proceed from exhalations, intemperate 

ſeaſons, and the like. But the plague, he con- 
tends, cannot be oc 
though theſs ihe 2 * aer or TOO! 

VV 0 4 at 


occaſioned | by thoſe cauſes, 


Van Heb um vg 4 e rides of ne ec Pf : 


| brity in the laſt; century, maintains that the 


cannot be aſcribed to the impor⸗ ; 


« 3 


E 


4 nds 44S 


plague is a far ſecret, one from. /any- other", 
f mat the matter of mat diſeaſe is,a . wild NY 


. len, or x drawn. imwards bon a mY -of 5 


. nd” j L 5 Car th 


3 nor 8 . 


| Internally an 1 ferm an [pod by: dr . 


grees attaining a peſtilential poiſon in us. 
The remote, crude, and firſt oc: 
ter of the peſtilence, is an air putrific 


continuance, | or rather * >HOWY/ putrifie gx 9% k | 


8200th part of its fominal o ee 


ene e ſeems to be h 
131 2 Lond; edit.” 1662, p. 1085. 109. 1102, 1125. 
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- This * wee that the Oy 1 


not ſent down from Heaven, but that popular 


plagues do draw their firſt occaſional matter 
en the be b e 5 


from an ma mae . U 
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Hal Ai n A tre 


Plague in London in 1663, oblerves, an. 
air une ſome lee men which , is ne- yy 


The -nitro-azrial : piineipleyin hie 


vigorates vegetable n animal. life, fometimes 


ae. He calls it poiſonous, phe" De 


mat it proves wegen to trees and cattle, as 
well as to man. He ſuppoſes the corrupting 
n to be: a fubtle woah one . nnn 


from 


ca jonal:mat- | 


ardly intelligible.;; 12 Hier : 
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5 Van Swieten mainta n 
_ epidemics is in the hidden qualities of the air 
and inexplicable. He ſuppoſes it not impoſſible 


his theory," in this reſpect, has 
the ſoience of medicine has degenerated. If. 
; miſtake not, it can be made evident that ond 
5 ol the moſt important, as well! as mòôſf difficylt 


8 effe@ bf thi 
| prevailing diſeaſes, and to 257 en 880 | 
to the eure of thoſe VOOR” 2 


an ine Voceh bf this art V this 

ale be aſcribes the death of fith,” , N 
f peſti ence. At the ſame time he contends, 

8 principle is generated ineAfrica 

ad a cee to other countries.” > The 


- ſeat of the diſeaſe he ſuppoſes to be the animal 


_ ties =: Bi 1776 a4” T0 river's; 5 519 (ets 
8 0 eg of 


that exhalations in earthquakes may augment 


or leſſen the deleterious quality af the af in 
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Van Swieten, and others, in aſeribing peſtilence 
to occult qualities in the air, but has entered 
inte tine fukject of explaining the peculiar fymp- 
toms of diſeaſes by the influence of hn pe mie 
conſtitution of the ai 


ir. is occult qualiries have 
iter phyſicians; and ſo far as 
ren neglectell, 


been'ridiculed by 


9 of medical ſcienrez: 1 is to- afcertainithe 
© reigning conſtitution of air: o 


ranc 


1645. {1 
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animal lubdlances e eee = 5 
2 010 . | | G | 5 1 | heats, 


* uh oy 


8 that. next to the. traitè de la peſts,” a treatiſe 
in quarto on the plague of Marſeilles, pub 


*%g. qe - w Y * 
4 I % % * X 0 1 8 * 
- 
4 1 ; | s 
* 


by royal permiſſion, it is the weakeſt and leaſt : - 


valuable performance on that ſubje& now ex- 
tant. The author acknowleges he had never 
en the diſeaſe; of which he wrote; and 


fore; mult, have. formed., nis n on the ob- | 


ſervations of others. = 
.c His eſſay is intended to Acne, _ 50 


plüague is propagated by ſpecific contagion ne - 
and he attempts to prove that this diſeale, like 
the eee or meaſles, has been bred in, 
pia, and thence, eee and. 1 


Egypt, or E. thio 
. 
E 7 * 
entailed on- e 7. pt 2 
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far as to call in queſtion rhe unanimous teſti- 


mony of hiſtirians, who relate, that the tezrible 


ay. 0 
oppoſition to which he . queſtions 


f z 1185 8 anc 50, began 1 in Ca 


3 that! that peſtilence originated in Egypt. 
He alleges that we muſt ſeek the cauſe of plague 
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le afenibes th 0 plague 


id eee yet I wil affert,. 
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* This Ain 0 inde eaſes of plague: 
Firſt, | diſeaſed perſons; ſecond, goods tranſ- 
: ic from infected n ; third, Aa « coripted N 
ſtate th air. ; ; 
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7 20 tea ls in! at echt 50 « oby inks; 
that he wonders at authors who reſort to hidden 
qualities, fuch as malignant influences of the 
heavens, arſenical, Wenn en or other mineral 
| effluvia, vith the like ee or uncertain ; 


b agents. 
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als: a wg e ee 3 all tent dit ' 
j ls in the air, but conſiders them as ſecon- 
dary cauſes . -increafing and promoting the 
_ difeale when once bred; but he thinks infec. 
tion to be the: means of its propagation. In 


this he differs widely from Diemerbroecle, WhO 


utterly denies that the diſeaſe is originally de- 
rived from -infoBign,. ene he agrees that ĩt 


Diemer- 


broeck 


bre b tat the n cha of the 
air to be the principal cauſe of the plague; or 
"oth fine qua non —a point which the facts to 
be En ane will mani OE rar 5 
ſtrate. 0 HCH. n 
D. Mead Py 366 5 1 is never eng. 
1 nal bred with us, begs is Nat deer N cei- 


eren Tone een „ 8 


The e opinion is N moſt Ht eh 
in J ames's Medical Dictionary, and in moſt _ 
modern publications on the ſuhject. The com- 
e of the Encyclopedia ſay, * the plague, 
as 18; generally agreed, is never bred or propa- 
ee in Britain, but always imported Ae 
abroad, eſpe ally. from the Levant, | Taten 
Aſia, or Egypt, where it is very common.“ 
Such alſo was the ee of the e 8 
ene r 1 1 


bee, 0 eee and modicin, ! No. 221. 
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Wee, ne in Dip Mead i is 


ſpirit of free enen ſpirit to which man- 
kind are ee een for Were in 
beine e eYT i . e 

It may be Fr cent Wy in thoſe write f 
ah: they ſhould: undertake to det 
"009 ade of t cheſe ſecret” changes and al“ 
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| 5 detto to all theſe great a 
it will probably. be proved, that this plague | 
0 generally, if not always, originates in the 
country where it exiſts, as an epidemic. The 
common opinion of the propagation of peſti- 
lence, ſolely by infection, has bad a moſt 
calamitous effect on medicine, and « human 5 
happineſs. It has prevented the reſe arch | 
acute modern philoſophers and phyſicians; -who | 
might have been able, by diligence and a 
_ comprehenſive view of the ſubject, to trace 


peeſtilence to its real cauſes, and to ſuggeſt the 


1 true means of avoiding this terrible ſcourge. '* 
_ Thompſon, who travelled in Egypt about the 
year 1734, and whoſe account of that country _ 

has not k been mended by modern travellers, ob- 

ung and going of the plague 
are two bew not eaſily to be accounted for, 

notwithſtanding we are aſſured of the facts in a 

moſt unqueſtionable manner. That the infec» | 
tion is propagated in the air, and thereby trans= 
ferred from place to place, ſeems to be a matten 
out of diſpute; but how it is generated therein, 
e are much at a. loſs to determine. Ie pro- 

 eeeds- to ſtate, like many others, tl at the 
; Plague is 1 9 biought into Pape from 


X; 1 IS. 


EM 


or EPIDEMIC DISEASES. , 


Oe | 1 RT, or by cara ans . 4 the 
ſoothes entries?! And, on the Whole, has 2 
takes it a men, in that country 
e cen e Travels, vol. * 5 Nag wa 5 
1 A ort;s | : 
In ts - Monday” devi e xxxili, eee 
is an account of the 1 in Conſtantinople, 8 
by Dr. Mackenzie, in which are ſome paſſages 
worthy. of notice. After aſſerting his opinion, 
that this diſtemper can be communicated only; 
by the touch or near approach, he adds, 
„that both here and at Smyrna, the plague 
 breaks/ out in ſome years, when it is mot pof- 
ſible to trace whence it We e He 
ſuppoſes the diſeaſe to proceed from © veno- 
mous molecule lodged in wool, ety? hair, 
leather, and ſkins,” in houſes not well cleanſed 
after peſtilence; but that the plague from this 
bource is not ſo fatal as when it comes from 
broad. The air he thinks no otherwiſd con- 
cerned in producing the diſeaſe, than 1 
vehicle to convey the venomous particles from 
1 body to laathah”:; 2 . r 
Dr. Chandler, in his 0 account © Wn plague in 
2 0 has wean? the en idea as Mat- 


ent” | "Us favs, Cc 55 aka might * Ig aps bs | 23 


truly defined, to be a diſeaſe ariſing from cer- 
_ tain animalculæ, probably inviſible; which bur- 


row and form their nidus in the human n body. ENG | 


a » 
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Theſe, whether generated in 1 or elke 
where, ſubſiſt always in ſome places ſuited to 
their nature. They are imported almoſt annually 
into Smyrna, and this ſpecies is commonly de- 
| Ifen by intenſe heat. They are leaſt fatal 
at the beginning and latter end of the ſeaſon. 
If they arrive early in the ſpring, they are 
weak; but gather ſtrength, multiply, and then 
peꝛiſh. The pores of the ſkin, opened by the 
weather, readily admit them. 

Baron de Tott, in his Memoirs, . 
The reſearches I have carefully made con- 
cerning the plague, which I once believed to 
originate in Egypt, have convinced me, that 
it would not be ſo much as known there, were 
not the ſeeds of it conveyed thither by the 

commercial intercourſe between Conſtantino- 
ple and Alexandria. It is in this laſt city 
that it always begins to appear. It rarely 
reaches Cairo, though no precaution is taken 
„ to prevent it; and when it does, it is pre- 
W extirpated by the heats, and prevented 
from arriving as far as the Said. It is like- 
wiſe well known, that the penetrating dews 
"which fall in Egypt about midſummer, de- 


ſtroy, even in end, all remains of 12 
ee > | 
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"> a volume i. p. 38, he ſays, = that the re- 
ſearches into the. nature of this diſtemper have 
only produced opinions which are ſelf con- 
tradictory, or unſupported by facts. There 
zs no difficulty with reſpect t the cauſes which 

preſerve and propagate it. Both the one and 
the other may be referred to the dealers in in 
old clothes in Conſtantinople.” - Ln 5 
Du Pauw, in his Philoſophical Dillertations 
on the Egyptians and Chineſe, ſpeaks of the 
plague as a diſeaſe of Egypt; and ſuppoſes the 
_ plague at Vienna, in 1680, to have been im- 
ported from that country. Egypt is the 
| hot-bed of the W diſorder is not 
produced by fam ine by exact annotations con- 
tinued during twenty-eight years, we find that 
it raged five times, without being preceded by 


any ſcarcity of food; and, contrary to what * 


once ſuf) pected, unreſtricted to a nn 
_ courſe,” 
| Vol. i. p. 27 89, Lond is 


Savary alleges, in oppoſition to the laſt men- 
tioned author, that the peſtilence is nor na- 
tive in Egypt; and that he conſulted Egyp- 
tians, and phyſicians who lived there twenty 
Fears, who informed him that the plague was 
brought thither by the Turks. He ſuppoſes 
_ Conſtantinople to be now the reſidence of this 
ee anickion, which Us e in en- 
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A rey Anrorony | 
West by means of old clothes, Which, ler 


* Plague has ceaſed, are diſtributed and fold 
very Jow by the Je ews, and” thus the. Thy: is 


: prop pagated. © 225 ” n ind 
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46 EFT Rafal hai given an eeuc 


| of WY, Plague 1 in Aleppo, in 1742 and 3, and 


endeavoured to alder tain” from What + ag 


©Y 
of 


7 THpol, Sidon, | or on the 4 coaſt. It was 
aſſerted, that the great plague of 17 19 came 


from. the DN "Dat as this fact does not 


uit his theory, he, like Dr. Mead in the caſe be- 


fore-mentioned, g gives 1 no credit to the aſſertion, 


but adheres to his opinion, that all plagues ori- | 


ginate in Egypt. At the ſame time he is 


; puzzled to trace ne diſcaſe, in Ken e 
to that country. HF 


3 4 F 


= Di patrick Ruger has publiſhed = a kits» vo- 


J lume on the plague of Aleppo in 1760, and 


the ſubject of quarantine. Ii this work, he 


| has pielerved a number of important facts 


but without nderſtapding the ſubject. ſuffici- | 


ently to appl. them to. uſeful purpoſes. © N 
K "his theory and practical remarks are founded 


0 on the vulgar ſuppofition of the origin 'of that 


Þ "diſeaſe in one or two cities only,” and” its pro- | 
4 5 * N 2 —a ſuppoſition | 
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tally unfauaded: his treatiſe. of courſe 1 * 
be fou d of little value, in this reſpect. : 
Mr. 4 Volney,. with. all his philoſophy, and” 
ſeveral months, reſidence. in Egypt, furniſhes 
; no additional light on the ſubject, of the origin 
| of -peſtilence. He ſays, £ ſome perſons , have 
5 attempted to eſtabliſh an opinion, that tbe 
plague originates, in Egypt; but this ſuppo- 
ſition, founded on vague Prejudices,, ſeems to be 
diſproved by facts.” This is an ee 
aſſertion for a man who, has the character of LY 
p Philoſopher ;. If and on what. authority does I 
reſt? Simply on the declaration of European 
1 merchants who have been ſettled for many years 
at -Alexandria, and of the Egyptians, who ſay, y 
; that; che diſcaſe firſt appears in Alexandria, on „ 
that it is inyariably preceded. by an arrival 
from Smyrna or Conſtant inople. | Therefore, 
this philoſagher, concludes, _ ay that the diſeaſe 
certainſy originates from Conſtantinople, where 
it is perpetuated by the abſurd negligence of the 
Turks, who publicly fell. the effects of perſons | 
who die of that diſtemper.” Here we 5 have 
another great man dane this vaſt oc, 
an epidemic p eſtilence, to ſo "riding a. cauſe | 
as infection pr 7 \ a in! fi Ss, W lens, and 
old clothes! TIP 3 SIE 
What is Gill. more aſtopithing, dle 1 0 
| author adopts the ideas of the, Eg ptians, . 
E which, e Alpinus had PR 10 3 
1 v bim 


| 


4 4 
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bim, ka which he has e eng "FR | 
Alpinus, that the plague coming from one coun- 
try is leſs malignant than when it comes from 
mother, as though there could be a difference 
in the /pecific contagion of the diſeaſe, when 
ANT in different countries. Volney ſays, 
When brought from the Archipelago, - or 
even from Damietta, into the harbours of La- 
takia, Saide, or Acre, it will not ſpread; it 
rather chuſes preliminary circumſtances, and a 
more complex route; but when it paſſes directly 
from Cairo to Damaſcus, all e is dan to be f 
e g F 5 
ra u Egype and Syria ell p 257 Ow : 


It is really furpritinig; that if the fact i is well 
evidenced, 'that a plague proceeding from one 
country is more malignant than one proceeding 
from another, men of extenſive erudition and 
obſervation ſhould not undertake to aſſign 
ſome rational cauſe for the phenomenon, rather 
than to propagate the vulgar takes and opmjons ; 
Wan Mu the Egyptians 
Prom this prolix Ruben of. opinions in 
0 to the origin and cauſes of peſtilence; ; 
opinions weak, contradictory, abſurd or inac- 
curate, what concluſion ſhall be drawn? This, 
moſt evidently, that the ſubjet is not under- 
flood. Perhaps it never will be underſtood. 
. hardy” a ſubje& ſo intereſting to the life 
and 


and laborious: enquir: 


or EPIDEMIC: DISEASES. wad 


and e of man, deſerves moſt critical 
. A ſubject which con- 
Cerns the lives of len of the human race 
ought not to be abandoned by the man of 


ſcience, until every effort to ſind the truth - 


| ſhall have been exhauſted. Vet ſtrange as it 
may appear, even a” hiſtory of peſtilence, that 
all devouring ſcourge which has ſwept away 
3 45 large portion of the human race in every 
is yet a deſideratum in our libraries. 
| T0 ſupply in part this defect, and to ſtimu- 
15 n further reſearches into the origin of this 
frequent and formidable calamity, I will recite 
ſuch hiſtorical accounts of the plague, . 
impartial examination of authors has enabled 
me to collect. And as the moſt accurate ob- 
ſervers of the operations of nature, have ſug- 
5 geſted the probability that peſtilential epide- 
mies are cauſed by ſome occult qualities in the 
air, or by vapor from the internal parts of 
dhe earth, or hy Planetary influence, it is ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary to enquire how far ſuch ſug- 
geſtions are ſupported by facts. For ahi e 
poſe, I ſhall note, as I proceed 
dinary occurrences: or Mt in 3 5 
ical world; as ee en * yol- 


eaſons, are ot] er ebe cxents "od. 
circumſtances Ne may ans to be con- 
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B effect of a comme e N 
„ „The 'reilt bf. this proceſs will — "oo | 
» refutation of ſome of the foregoing” opi- 
nions; and the eſtabliſhment of . as are 
more rational and philoſophical. | LTH 
* is proper however to 6 this 
Inveitige tion, which has been purſued but 5 
few months only, amidſt other occupations, 5 
has been ſubjected to inconveniences peculia 45 
to the United States. No man can find' in 
this country all. the books neceſſary for 4 
complete examination of a hiſtorical or ſcien- 
+tific ſubject. The public libraries in New 
3 Vork and New Haven, though very valuable, 
ure; deficient. Thoſe of Harvard College and 
Philadelphia are more extenſive; but incom- 
plete. I have examined them all, thougk in 
ſome of them I could ſpend but little time; 
pet in none of them | could I find all the au- 
- thorities which it was my with and intention 
to conſult. It is further to be premiſed, that 
5 een wha as far as it could be done, reſorted 
| to original hiſtorians for my facts and au- 
chorities. This is certainly the only fafe me- 
thod for a compiler; but in the United States, 
it cannot be / purſued with complete een 
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for want of the original writers of the local 
hiſtories of « countries. Moſt of the Greck and 
"Roman: authors a are to Deg obtained, in our 1 8 PO 
: e - WE 
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S or private: libraries; but ſome of the beſt iſto- 
7 rians of Italy, Germany, the Baltic nations, 
aud Spain, who Sire Mred Within the laſt four 

edlen e U e 
7 5 55 not | 


are in the W u w whic 
DRONES Jon ile 1 IFeONe 
As to the 1 \bitprical b in 
3 native language, they are almoſt uſeleſs on 
this ſubject. The moſt able and celebrated of 
them, Hume, Robertſon, Smollet, Rapin, wr” | 
Gibbon, have Paſſed over moſt of the plagues 
which have deſolated cities and countries with-- oO 
out notice, or with ſome general 'remarks which 
afford little light on the ſubject of their origin. 
Moſt modern writers appear to think every 
Wha beneath their notice, except war ant 
political intrigues: | They detail, with Wann N 
minuteneſs, whatever relates to the deſtruction 
or annoyance of mankind by the ambition f 
princes and demagogues; while they omit, or 
ſlightly mention, whatever regards the civil and 
domeſtie economy, the private manners and 
- habits, the arte, _ health, and the ſocial. ys TY 
: -pineſs of nations. To this deſcription, Dr. 
| 1 CN of f England i an eee ee wh +: 


our Winery! eee Hoi countr 3 
try, examine and deſcribe a few external ob- 
; jets, ſuch as cities, buildings, paintings, and ; 
e but — W uſeful ſubjects un- 
. n 948 os Oo, = examined, 
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examined, and return home with a bock 
vulgar tales and errors. e 
In reſpect to uſeful hiſtory, hike ovricnt actor ; 
tha the preference over the modern. Modern 
compilers appear to have written for fame or for 
money, rather than for the ſake of unfolding 
8 and diffuſing truth. . | Hence a they have princi- 
pally attended to thoſe animated periods of the 
world, which were diſtinguiſhed for great 
7 atchievements; ; or thoſe prominent events, a de- 
 feription of EP they ſuppoſed, would. inte- 
reſt the paſſious of their readers; or they have 
ſelected for deſcription ſuch parts of the hiſtory 
of nations as would enable them to adorn their 
works with an elevated ſtyle, omitting a multi- 
. "tude of ſubordinate facts, as below the dignity 
of hiſtory. Others appear to have undertaken 
hiſtorical compilation, ſolely or principally to 
ſupport ſome pre-conceived ſyſtem of government, : 
or religion; and have ſtudied . to bend the 
e 5 5 15 en to the OOO oh that 


'. 


wy - 
* 4a — 


— 


— 7 


— 
— — — 


= * — c 


— — 


\ = - bl f 1 * — — — * — 
8 => xd ad , fs K — Pas - La 2 
. A* — 4 - 1 N * 4 — % * 2 == en. ol va — -S — — * — 
* 20 2 a ke 2 — . . moe — — . 5 W - 2 dy "i= — — ATI 8 — 
* 2 4 5 * q 5 2 * — — q 8 "y » 
— > Ht " Mw 4 4 — * — 2 a * * * 
Rr 1 1 2 3 eee 1 : Py —— * 
9 . a < 7 N oy” — ns «<a — I © wat n D 1 — r — z —— 
® p — 4 To * 8 2 — 1 L * 2 2 La 2 as SALT 
— _ — . % * — a 2 — N 7 * — — — 24. py — ＋ y 8 
"I 2 + * — —_ n aut _ 2 — = —— 
— — * wal — = 
—_———— _ m — 
7 
- - 4 
* . 0 
8 i . 
- - 


T.I81 
1 
N 
9 $i 
WA 
1 4 

i 

5 


FM 
& "ot 
nes — 5 
< I. co 
— — 
— — 


n Theſe ons 0 ariſen out of. my en- 
quiries relative to peſtilential diſeaſes. I have 
diſcovered that many of the hiſtories, or rather 

abridgements and compilations, which are almoſt 

the only authorities conſulted by American 

readers in general, are very incomplete; and 
no man who relies on them only, and neglects 
original writers, can acquire an ent and 
. ve bnowiedgy of -hiſtory, - 
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1 Elora View wo _ 
| Phenomena i in the Phyfecal Wi orld, which bre. 
cede, attend, or Follom them, Fon the Sort 
enn fo, the Grains, E ra. 
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"bog is an agen bee ae ks of 


Moſes are the moſt ancient authentic biſtorx 
he Id of this ge- ; 


nuine hiſtory, we meet with accounts of the 


"v8 the Jews 
_ - famine, and the ſword, are often mentioned in 
connection with each other, and deſcribed: as 
the moſt dreadful calamities that can befal man- 
kind. It will probably appear, that famine nd - 
peſtilential diſeaſes do at times reciprocally pr 
duce each other, and that war not unfrequently 
BY — occafians both. But there is 


N one common eee 


It is Nane that e 19 3 
s, and in the ee erer 


round to believe 
that famine and peſtilence are uſually the effects 
oy the OY as in 


plague in Egypt. In the fifth een OR 
1 ehe ge is mentioned as à formi . 
SOM ene of 0 1 . 
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other ancient n e no diſtinction is made 
between general peſtilence which ſpreads over 


Whole countries, and thoſe autumnal epidemics 
Which are evidently produced, by powerful local 
cauſes. There are, however, many paſſages in 
roborate the principles reſpect- 

which are ſtill obſetved, and 


* ſeripture that co 


. 


4 


which doubilefs de _— on ORE; * of | 


1 nature. 


0 


| When | David Was e fummoned iy receive his | 
puniſhment for numberin g the children of 
| e he was permitted to elect one of the three 


famine, the ſword, or peſtilence. 


event ane ee eee e 
042 0 nne n i 2 e ü PORE * 


| #72 - * + 1 2 ate al : — 1 * ah EN f 19 4 ant Fry A . E - 
1 eee .andiFuckiet in Wir 
an ſpeak often of theſe three! Judg- 


ments, and in a way that authori 


5 For a b eaſor; he preferred werbe ngen op pe 


e hoj.cntiidered thin an Usb i 


connected. It is, however, remarkable that 


aſtilence pms mg eee S er _— 
Lich ſcourge of cities. SHY TION BP. 
b; ann the 2lſt chapter of e . vie of 


+ſhall-die with great peſtilence. He that. ah 


in this city ſhall die hy the ſword, by the famine; 
and by the 8 — the that "goqhs nt, 
8 Bag and 


JETMALIEM 18 foretold. 7 1 will ſmite the _ a 
| Nen of this city, both man and: beaſt they 


or Hite, dnss 


5 allet to the Chaldeans that beſiege Fol 10 
all live, and his lite Hall e to him for * 
1 fey.” IRE I F nn 
Fzckiel v. 12. 1 Ala Med a third part 3 
the inhabitants of Jeruſalem ſhall die by peſti- 
lence. This is a proportion which is not un- 
common in violent plagues. In the th chap- 
ter, the ſame prophet ſays, The ſword is with- . 
out, and the peſtilence and famihe within; he 
that is in the field "ſhall die with the word:; : 
and he that is in ae city, famine and 1 ilene 


mall devour him.. 1 5704 


1 Another paſſage in the fare u en l beter a 
notice. Chap. XXXill. it is ſaid, Thus ſaitn 


5 the Lord, as 1 live, ſurely they that 2 DOR N 2% 


waſtes ſhall fall by the ſword, and him that is 


in the open field will T give to the beaſts to be 
devoured; and they that be in the Jonny” ets Fe 


caves ſhall die of the peftilence.” 85 
In theſe paſſages, we have proof that, in the 


| Yi of the prophets, it was conſidered as a well 


known fact, that peſtilential diſeaſes are the 
effect of erowded population, raging peculiarlß 


de 
the alie6nks; ohh lived in countries when to i 


plague, and near Egypt, had any idea of the 
_ _ conveyance of the diſtemper from place to e 3 


ts, and other pn Acre No 5 


A infection. It was conſidered as a judgment 


of . and Ts Nil . this idea; ; 
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to which, 1 in a moral and. £59 view, there 
can be no ohjection. But philoſophy endea- 

vours to trace the hand of heaven through the | 

medium of ſecond cauſes; and the facts recorded 

: of peſtilence i in ene lend their aid to ac- 
—_  - - In i i. eee v. pas "ga vi. we pes an 3 
| | 5 : the peſtilence among the Philiſtines, inflicted | 
= on them as a puniſhment for taking the Ark 
uw from the Jews, in which fifty thouſand of the 


inhabitants of Beth-ſhemeſh periſhed, This 
plague is called emerods, and a deadly deſtruc- 
tion. This paſſage is noted on account of the 
=: ſpecification of the time of the year, when the 
diſeaſe prevailed. It is {aid the Ark was in the 
country of the Philiſtines ſeven months, and was 
returned during wheat harveſt, ſoon after which, 
itt is underſtood, the plague ceaſed. 1 
; : wheat harveſt, in Syria, is in May; it may he 
. ſuppoſed the peſtilence was moſt violent in the 
period next preceding that time, viz. April, or 
during the month of May; for it was the ſeverity 
of the diſeaſe which induced them to ſend back 
the Ark. This account correſponds with Ae I 
. modern courſe of peſtilence in that country. 
appears in February or March, encreaſes till * 
5 A= June, then gradually diſappears. 
$4.9 See A. Ruſſel, Hiſt, of Aleppo. P. Rafe! on the 
ROD a e at e IO: 5 3 1 . 
In 
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. In this caſe, modern fads confirm the accu- 
racy of the ſeripture hiſtory; at the ſame time, 
they eſtabliſh the identity of the dle, vith ; 


1 YR that the ls of that counry tas q fe ”- 


no material alteration... | | 
In the eleyenth chapter of Nana we . . 
ie account of a plague among rhe Iſraelites, 
occaſioned by their eating great quantities of : 
the fleſh of quails, after being ſome time deſtitute 
of animal food—an obvious _ in ! the a | 
7 climates of Egypt and Arabia. 
I)uhe ſcripture hiſtory alſo furniſhes us th 
1 woo proof, that Egypt was, in early times, the 
' nurſery of plague—known and conſidered” as 
ſuch centuries before the foundation of Smyrna, 
5 Conſtantinople, or other 1 n in ee or 
Ane i 5 N 
l Deuteronomy xxvili. the Iraclites are Warn- 
ed againſt diſobedience to the laws of Moſes, and _ 
in caſe of diſregarding them, are threaten 


with the diſeaſes of Egypt, the boteh, the eme · 


rods, and the ſcab. Theſe are ſtill prevailing 


diſorders in that country, under the names of + 


E leproſy, elephantiaſis, plague, &c. 5 
In verſe 60 of the ſame chapter, it is de- 
* ene, Morecver he ſhall bring upon thee 
all the diſeaſes of Egypt, of which thou: vaſt 
afraid,” HEAT Os 


* 
wok . n . J 2 — 8 Ti 8 2 : Di 
r 8 n 
„ } vl 3 - 


Amos 5 


XX tun HISTORP- | bo 
PPE iv. 10. „1 have ſent among went the 0 
peſtilence, after the manner of Egypt. . 
Theſe authorities of high antiquity leave A ; 
room for doubt or' controverſy. on the queſtion; 


whether Eoyptioriginutes the plague. The evi- 
_ dence is deciſive againſt thoſe modern ſuperficial 


= philoſophers, who hold in contempt. the moſt 


authentic ancient hiſtory, becauſe it has claims ; 
to inſpiration. Yet infidels, if they were not t 
wiſe to read, examine and be informed; might 
be convinced of the authenticity of the ſcripture 
hiſtory, by comparing the facts related with the 
| preſent ſtate of the world. The preſent ende- 
mial, and other diſeaſes, which often occur in 
Egypt, anſwer fo exactly to the deſcription given 
of them in the books of Moſes, as to leave mo 
room to queſtion the genuineneſs of thoſe books. 
It was the peculiar climate of Egypt, and the 
uſual prevalence of ſcorbutic and malignant com- 
plaints in that country, which occafioned all 
| the minute in junctions of Moſes, in regard to 
wWaſhing, cleanſing, and purifications. The ſame, 
or ſimilar EEO, - were go apron by the laws 


5 . Kere“ we 
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It has been controverted whether Moſes borrowed his 


ſyſtem of purification from the inſtitutions which he found in 
_, Egypt; or whether the Egyptians borrowed the idea from 

the laws of Moſes. Nothing can be more idle than ſuch a 
43 922 The N of men 8 very readily” ſuggeſt 
ad the h 


- 
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In the Bible alſo we find evidence of the pre-. 
valence of peſtilential epidemics among cattle. 
A murrain is among the ten plagues mentioned 

in Exodus, and Ezekiel xiv. 21, fays, If I 
ſend a peſtilence into that land, to cut ttt from” 
it man and beaſt.” La 


We find the ſame fact in ; Homer, where 4 | | 


we obſerve peſtilence aſcribed to extreme heat, 
under the allegorical name of Apollo, or the up- 
poſed influence of the Dog Star. „ 
5 40 Og. mules and dogs the infection firſt began, © 
And laſt the vengeful arrows fix d in man,” : 
But let ſome prophet, or ſome ſacred ſage, 
Explore the cauſe of great Apollo's rage.” 
\ 3 broken vows this heavy curſe have laid, | 
: Les altars ſmoke, and hecatombs be paid; . 


the neceſty and utility of great ene to leis ; | 
health in the climate of Egypt. The cuſtom of circumci- 


ſion was eſtabliſhed among the Egyptians, as well as among 5 


the Iſraelites; and Herodotus, who viſited Egypt to collect T 
facts, expreſsly declares that the Egyptians circumciſed 
their children for the ſake of eleanlineſs.“ There is not the 
| leaſt reaſon to ſuppoſe that the Egyptians borrowed this cuſs - 


tom, or others reſpecting cleanlineſs, from the Ifraclites. 0 


Nor does it vary the queſtion, that the laws of Moſes were ” 

the commands of God. Divine commands have rarely in- 
troduced a new principle of right and wrong. Moſt of them 
are injunctions on man to conform to principles of moral fit-" 
neſs or utility, which exiſted anterior to the commands. They © 
_ »»fold to human view, and enforce the practice of thoſe prin- 


ciples ; ; but do not create them. They add the ſtrong autho- LY | 
rity of poſitive, to the feebler authority of implied divine will 


and are thus of the higheſt i importance to mankind. 
renn en 
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"And Phabes dart his CO ſhafts bee. 3 
Fefe 8 W Iliad I. 69. 83. 17. 
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'In the followin g paſſage, peſtilence i is iforibed. 


. to heat and ſouth winds, eee to oe op TT 


nion of Hippocrates : — 


* * 


. Veen bier by Anders faly H, 
1 Pregnant with plagues, : and ſhedding ſeeds of death, 1 
3 the rage of 88 de hs rife. 5 wn 
. e Book v. __ 
6 «ts ths" aber e en lv Bolan hair, 
Shakes down diſeaſes, e | 
„ | | Book xix. 44 | 


* The foregoing evidently alludes to the received opinion 
among the ancients, that comets have an influence in pro- 


ducing peſtilence. In the courſe of this work, we ſhall have 


ſome grounds to determine which is moſt correct, this opi-. 
nion of antiquity, or that of the moderns who hold it in 


11 is to be ad ths tha idea of comets ; prod he l 
eaſes, is not in Homer, in the paſſage from which theſe lines 


are taken, but is a licenſe of the tranſlator, Mr. Pope, and 


the ſenſe, and almoſt the ING are borrowed. from e. 
book i 11, 1. 710. 


* — 3 like a a comet bury? 4 ; 
In the arctic ſky, and from his horrid hair | 
Shakes peſtilence and Me if 


2 


"It is certain, however, that * ancients believed's comers . 
be the cauſe of peililential diſeaſes. 


It is further remarkable, that in the nefilentiah 8 to | 


n Homer ah alludes, which e een ſiege 


3 of 

Fo * F 7 8 : 2 n F > 

* 1 7 „ F . hs % 
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| or rerbevte vrsk . 39 


„„ Not halt fo dreadful riſes to ths 6ght} / Zn 
| | Through the tick gloom of ſome. wen-. 
Orion's dog (the year when autumn ſways) , 
And ober the feebler ſtars exerts his rays: | 
© Terrific glory] for his burning breath 
Taints the . Ser aid deck „ oh 
6F44 3353 HR 5. NE 
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"The 1 to We 3 in . AY 
going extracts are, firſt, that the peſtilenos 
among cattle preceded that among men. This 
is a common fact, but not always the cafe. Se- 
| condly, that heat and moiſture, with a ſouth 

If wins, were productive of pettilential diſeaſes. | 
Thirdly; that ſuch diſeaſes raged in 'Greece 
during the autumnal ſeaſon, and were aſcribed - 
to the influence of Syrius, or the Dog Star. 

Our next accounts of the plague are in . 
| hiſtories, of N for ae Greece Son- 
before the foundation of me! er. | 
populous parts of Greece, Attica, and Lacede- 
mon, are dry roghey eountries, ren ealculatoity 


of Troy, RR was in a 8 of 1 3 or 1 at ood L 
cloſe of the period; for Eneas, when driven from T roy, 
failed with his fellow citizens to Sicily, but was frightened | 


away by a violent exploſion of Etia,—S, e foreible Weir 
tion of this eruption in Virgil, . 7607 23 „„ 
Dionyſius Hallicarnaſſenſis informs us, that hs Pelaſgi, hed 


ho ſettled in Sicily ſoon after the eher e were aſfeQed 5 
wh ns Book.” 8 


wh 4 „„ 0 Bone by 


X ab © 
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"Rome, on the other hand, is Hand ina level 
cue on the banks of a river, and not far 
from extenſive marſhes : and under the influence 
of powerful local cauſes, this city felt every de- 
rangement : of the. atmoſphere, LS a 
ſeaſons or other cauſes. 8 
We read indeed of a terrible peſtilence in 
the iſland of Agina, to the ſouthward of Athens, 
in the reign of Eacus, grandfather of Achilles, 
about ſixty years before the Trojan war; a plague 
which: depopulated the iſland. Of this calamity, 
Ovid has _m_ a moſt affecting account 
| Metam. lib. vii. 523. He repreſents the earth as 
covered with clouds, darkness, and ſuffocating 
heat; the ſouth wind blowing for four months; 
the lakes and fountains being infected, and the 

earth overſpread with poiſonous ſerpents. The 
diſeaſe firſt invaded dogs, birds, ſheep and oxen; 
then mankind. Death was ſudden; and the 
ſtreets loaded with dead carcaſes. The ſywp- 
toms began with heat in the bowels, fluſhings of 
the face, difficulty of breathing, &c. How far 
the Poet was authorized by hiſtory in this de- 
| ſeription, I do not know; but the whole 
paſſage is worth the attention of the learned 
reader. | 


3 firſt plague in 1 U abut the 
ſixteenth year from its foundation, ſoon after the 
murder of Tatius, and in time of peace. It 


 * Killed n without he Peevious: ſickneſs. 5 
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or EPIDEMIC DISEASES. „ 


Even trees ant ende ve t the 
malignity of its influence; but all nature ag one 
deſolate and abandoned waſte. It was even ſaid 
to rain blood.“ This was 7 98 years before the : 
Chriſtian . - 4s 
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NAIR 11 8 chat Rome » was Bo waſte by. dit. i i 
eaſe, and the earth- and cattle . ere barren, — 
1 eie lies & Hecudi 
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"This neſtilence maſt. 1— — . 75 the 2 0 . 
9 malig gnant kind; and by the effect on cattle ang 
trees, it was obviouſly during a peſtilential ſtate 1 
of the atmoſphere, when there was a defect in 
the powers of vegetable, as well as animal life. | 
Many ſimilar inſtances. will occur in the courſe 
of this hiſtory. It is to be zemarked that Rome 
was then in its infant ſtate, containin g few people, 
and few of the artificial cauſes of diſeaſe. Of 
courſe the ſickneſs. must have been cauſed by 
general contagion, or that ſtate of air which is 
unfayourable to the preſervation of healthy life.. 
In the reign of Numa Pompilius, A. R. 46, 
Italy was afflited with ſevere peſtilence; on 
which occaſion Numa inſtituted the Salii, twelve 
dancers, who had the care of the brazen target, 
Which was ſuppoſed to deſcend from Heaven into 
the} hands of Numa, and to check the peſtilence. 
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5 Th | 1 Plotarch's Life of Nuns, and Kauder An iqu 
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8 Pol attacked Di; in the Fu of 
Tullus Hoſtilius, about the year 110 or 112, 


and before Chriſt about 640. No important 


particulars are related, except that the fickneſs 


relaxed the martial ſpirit of the citizens. To | 
prevent this effect, that warlike prince gave the 


ſoldiers no reſt, judging . Salubriora militia, 


quam domi, juvenum corpora efſe ;” that the young - 
men would be more healthy i in the 11 _ 


than at home. e 2 | 
| ISS WT 15 ; 8 5 . . u B. *. TY 


175 is opinion, 77 80 king of Rome was Proba 
bly well founded; for it appears from facts, here - 


| after to be related, that Rome was very ſubject to 


peſtilenc E. in time F peace, when the ſoldiers 
were at home, au gmenting the population of the 


di, and indulging in eaſe and luxury. 


In the reign of Tarquin, the laſt King of 
Rome, ahout the year 240, and B. C. 514, a 
vidlent Plague infeſted the city. Zosimus how- 


ever places * event Aer the eren * 


. e : 

5 Hock. vol. 1 109. „ Zofimus, lib. "Res 15 
. there was A n 
0 4 09 in The hs aud the plague. deno. 


pulated Velitræ, a city of the Volſei, who applied 
0 thy Romans on Me Aron og the 
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7 the dk of dne 281, b B. C. ang 
plague raged in the city and country, but wa 
moſt fatal in the city, ſparing no age nor ſex, and 
yielding to no remedies.” I came ne and 
| ny diſappeared.* % Tart © hb oevrenrig) 


1771 | 115 ho Di 8 Hal 8 
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Ther was. ; an eruption of Ring, e to . 
eommon chronology, in the year of Rome 277, 
and B. C. 477. This circumſtance is ſtrong 
evidence that the chronology is not quite correct. 
| . We took . Ras: during 
—* This account cad to wn rh * docrine of. 2 yro- 
greſſion i in the peſtilential principle. Thucydidgs remarks, 
alſo, that the plague invaded Athens ſuddenly. Sue is the 
effect of ſuperficial obſervation. So in 1794 the people in 
New York alleged the city to be very healthy, when, in 
fact, the bill of mortality was higher by one-fourth than 
uſual. So the invaſion of New London by the fever in 1798, 
appeared to be ſudden; although, in fact, the bills of morta- 
lity ſhow a moſt ſenſible increaſe i in the force of the defirod- 
| eg N two years previous to the attack. 3 * 
| " +. 4 "Be 


- 8 
1 5 
1 


. — eee It might not wr ber the — 
very year of the plague in Rome, but probably 
was not fo diſtant as four years.” To which event, 
the plague, or the eruption, a wrong era is 

_ aſſigned, I ſhall not determine: the early hiſtory 

of Rome, from the deſtruction of the ancient 
records, by the burning of the city, when taken 
by the Gauls under Brennus, in the year 365, is 
ſuhject to great uncertainty; and authors. do not 
agree on the Seele of that Pm of the Ro- | 

man ſtory. 
| Sings. ting, the W g W 1 how 
„ a fact which may ſerve to aid us in 
fk ing the period of the events above-mentioned. 
In the courſe of this work it will be Proven, | 
beyond doubt, that the approach of 'comets to 
our ſyſtem, has a prodigious influence on the ele- 
ments of this globe. At preſent I ſhall aſſume 
the fact, that the eruption of Etna, above- men- 
tioned, was nearly cotemporary with the appear- 
ance of a comet, during this period of peſtilence. 
In looking into Pliny's Natural Hiſtory, lib. ii. 
Ca. 25. I find that a comet was viſible at the 
time of the battle of Salamis. Speaking of the 
dlifferent ſpecies of comets, he ſays, Ceratias 
 cormes ſpeciem habet qualis fuit cum Gracia aptl＋t 
' Salamina depugnavit.” ' A comet in the figure 
of a Javelin, like that which appeared when 

*  Geece fought at Salamis. This battle is fixed 
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petit in the. year B. C. 480, and conſe- , 
eee in the yea of Rome, by common chro- 


f nature, thas Pa co . n 0 5 
bee e eee 


afew ene the Ao g of comets. 


wha e or two of the battles; Sa 


This is not certain, but probable; and Lam! in- 


| clip therefore, to believe, that Hook and aha. 


| | hereafter appear, that during pe 
peſtilential ſtate. of air is e 


ſeamen on the ocean, are much more ſubje&- 


epidemic complaints, than at other times. 
The hen forces which Xerxes left debind, him 


under r r- fell a prey to famine and peſti- 
The highways were ſtrewed with dead 


bodies, ; and wild forls and beak devoured the n 


® 8 mentions an Cation in 8 3 e ee 


| - prekending the years of Rome from 282 to 285 incluſive H . 
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Wien is e che 0 ns cri ho 


noes diſcharge their contents, during, or . ? 


the loſs of the beet fate Salamis, ſuffered a - 
extreinely: by. peſtilentiali dxfeley;: undyitimll| | * 


der 1 by tt the exi . 
ence of plague in cities, ae eee en and 
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at 


Helleſpont, before he returne 
while the troops under Mandonius ne be 
Polidea, an inundation of the ſea broke into tl 
r eee ga e ae enn them to 


| Herodows, th. wing, 7525 uſtin. 50 * n 
ne 2 LID rao; Wt 


1 r heſe great phenomena, without rene! ; 

ccount, would make it nearly certain that a 
eomet appeared at that time, and the peftilence 
undoubtedly. euere ee en en of 


city and territory in the year 290, and B. 

Several facts in regard to it, deſerve pi: 
notice. Grave tempus et forte annus peſtilens 
erat urbi, agriſque, nec hominibus magis, quam 
pecori; et auvere vim morbi, tenore populationis, 5 
pecoribus agreflibuſque, e ee bare Ea 5 
colluoio' ni vtorum ommuis generis ani „ 
odore inſolito urbanos, et n e eee in 
arta tecta, aftu ac vigiliis angebat, miniſteriaque 
2 in vicem ac eden 722 vulgabant morbos. | 
; en lib. 33 14 6. Dion. Hal. lib. 10. 
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wearin 3 ek. country: affecting equally mean 
and cattie; and the diſeaſe Was aug _ nted by | 
 exowds of countrymen and herds of : cattle; 
which were received within the walls of the City, 
for fear of being plundered or deſtroyed | 
he Latins and »Hernici, who then ee the 5 
Country.] That collection of all kinds of ani- 
mals in the city, and tlie unuſual ſtench octa- 
ſioned by them, ſeverely affected both che citizens 
and the country people, crowded into eloſe build 
ings, depreſſed by heat and watching: and their 
fuatigue and the een oo AC 

e e As 
_ Dis ja Livy's: eee e eee 5 
; Hallicunatidade: mentions that the diſeaſe ſeized 
Auds of mares, - herds ' of oxen, and flocks of 
goats and ſheep; by which expreſſions we are, 
perhaps, to underſtand, that the diſtemper either 
did not ſeize thoſe animals, except in collections, 
or was remarkably fatal to them in numerous 
bodies - an idea warranted by modern facts. It 
zs generally true of cattle as of men; that peſti- 

lential diſeaſes are moſt deſtructive, vhere many 
are collected together; not only by reaſon of 
infection from the diſeaſed, but by the diminu- 
tion of the vital principle of the air by reſpiration 
and perſpiration. _ 

Orofius, lib. ii. 12. a he eircunifiance. > 
He ſays IT was, a PE? . of war, when dy 
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2 grievous peſtilence, which never failed to com- 
pel the Romans to/a'truce; or to interrupt it, if 
made, raged violently through all the city. Many 
of the patricians were ee Ts it was s moſt 

e Men o 1 

It is ſtated that this . . . n 
minds of September, and raged in | city and 
country. By country, agris, the Roman writers 
meant the ancient Latium, the modern Com- 
pagna di Roma, which was naturally unhealthy, 
though, in the un, 2 of ow ex- 
tremely populous. 5 
That the Roman bene thoutd db ubjeet to to 
autumnal complaints, is not at all ſurpriſing. At 
marſhes, - called by Tacitus, Annals. xv. 43. 
QQ ienſes paludes. The ſhore to the ſouth-, 

vard, bordering Campania, is called by the ſame 
hiſtorian, ſqualente littore.” To the ſouth- 
ward of Campania, were, and ſtill are, the exten- 
five marſhes called ** paludes pomptine; which 
are ſo noxious as to create diſeaſe in a ſingle 
night, and which have cauſed the Appian Way, 
min modern times, to be neglected, and the road 
=_ EY to be carried'r round the marſſhes'e on the 


— 


| in che epitome of the 46th Bock of Livy, which t * 
is among thoſe which are loſt, I find it related that the . 
- Fontine 5 were drained or dyked [fecate] and 
Converted 
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OF EPIDEMIC DISEASES, TT 


OG 


The territory next to the city of. Rome, is 
| deſcribed by Livy, b. vii. 38. in theſe words 
1 Peſeilente atque arido circa urbem ſolo;” a 
dry plain, but indented with lakes, bordered with 
marſhes, and ſubje& to be overflowed by every 
uncommon riſe of the Tyber, or by ſtreams from 
the diſtant hills; many epidemic diſeaſes. have 
been diſtinctly traced to ſtagnant waters on this 
plain, after an inundation. | 
Avernus, a lake of Campania, 1 near - Faiz, . 
a emitted ſuch a poiſonous vapor, that no birds 
would frequent its banks, and the ancients, in 
their fi guts of fancy, called it the road to Hell. 


3 into cultivable land, is the Conſul Gn 

Cethegus, about the year of Rome 572. The Romans were 
convinced that the marſhes were very unwholeſome, and they - 
took incredible pains to render their city and my health. 
ful, by draining off all ſtagnant waters. | 


It is much to be regretted that we have not this book of 


Livy, to give us further information in what manner the 


_ draining of the marſhes was effected. It is conſidered 1 250 55 
moderus as impraQticable. ; 
The opinion of the ancients as to the . of | 

ee may be underſtood from the follovivg en, 
| mak is preſerved by Baronius. 5 
% Roma worax hominum, domat ardua colla virorum; Roma ; 
ee ns necis eff uberrima frugumz = po 

« Romanæ febres ſtabili ſunt jure fideles; 

* Ouem ſemel invadunt, dix a viventi recedunt.” _ | 
1 The brief tranſlation of which is, Rome fubcues-: men 

yt the ſword, and kills them with fevers,” “ 


Horace, book i ii. a: 29, By the e the epithets 
. marſhy, / Re IE We 
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penetrated the city arid neighbourhood 
works intended to drain off the ſtagnant waters; 23 


* 


4 Sethe bir 


It ons this ſituation of Rome which gave fe 
15 the Cloace, Tmmenſe fewers or drains, Which | 


and while theſe were preſerved in 80 ood repair 
city was obviouſly more healthy. e eee 

155 his plague in the year 290, proved a0 10 
oth of the Confals Servilius and Albus, to 


. many illuſtrious Romans, and to a countleſs. 
number of Plebeians. The Senate and people in 


deſpair, had recourſe to prayers and fapplications. 
The temples were filled with men, women, and 
children, aſking. forgiveneſs and favour 'of 
Heaven. 
This violent plague was Hai” 1 bib. i 
Con. 292. by a violent earthquake. 6e Thins 


| ingenti coneiiſſa motu eſt, ” ſays Livy. lib. us. 


10. He expreſsly mentions this to ta ts in 7 
the conſulate of P. Volumnius and Serv. Sulpi- 


ius, which was the ſecond Conſulate after the 


peſtilence. An eruption of Etna is mentioned 
in the tables under the year of Rome 288, two 
years before tlie peſtilence, and four years before 


5 the cartliquake. But there is probably a ſmall 


variation in the chronology. The earthquake 


Vas probably at the time of the eruption, eſpeci- 


ally as Livy mentions, that in the fame year 


_ * Calum ardere viſum, the Heavens ee 
to be in a flame. 


8 unk us d theſe e events one ya ri, 


* 
LOS , 
5 ” ” « 
* 
* 8 , 


or EPIDEMIC DISFASES. „ 


By this earthquake Loc 


dorinth, was rent from the main land and turned 
into an iſland. bree Locris was deſtroyed 
by another earthquake. 


this period. 


is, on the Gulph of 


Severe een marked 1 5 
„ 


In the year of: 8 300; os eee to e 3 


and the common chronology, and B. C. 454, 


another terrible peſtilence invaded Rome. Tis | 
country was deſolated, and the citizens were ex- 


hauſted with continual 'buriak—* wrbs affiduis 


exhaufta funeribus.” Famine accompanied this 
calamity, and the cattle were victims as wel as 


men. This plague took place in time of 2— 
ab hoſte otium fuit, and in the abſcnee of the 


* wy of Solon aw The Greeian: Inſtitutions. 


2 5 
93 os 


Wich t this A: MER an en of 
Etna, which authors place in the year of Rome 


304;-of cone os rue FRO an tie Wenner | 


Ga period. —* 
In 3 315 of 1580 and B. c 459, | 


edrdiig to Paulus Diaconus, tremendous earth- - 


quakes ſliook Italy, at intervals, for a whole year, 
fo- that afſiduis Roma nuntiis ſatageretur,” 


gn Was eech with eee e who were 


: 


Ambaſſadors who were ſent to Athens to collect. 
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ning of the plague next to be mentioned. 


A BRIEF HISTORY 1 


The 8 of P. Divconus' cotta agrees 
Vith that commonly received. The earthquakes: 


here meutioned, probably uſhered in the long 


and formidable calamity which was to follow; 
and were probably cotemporary with the nd ö 


In the year of Rome 317, and B. C. 457 
Hae a peſtilential ſtate that afflicted 
Rome for five years, or five ſeaſons ſucceſſively. 
The hiſtorian relates that the firſt year a peſti- 
lence invaded the people; and as the diſeaſe 
increaſed, prodigies alarmed them, and frequent 

earthquakes overturned houſes in the country. 
The next year the diſeaſe was more mortal: 


F peęſtilentior inde annus. In 320, the diſeaſe 


The 


was ſo fatal as to ſuſpend all ordinary concerns. 


The people reſorted to their prayers, and the 


Sybilline books were conſulted and obeyed, to 
appeafe the Gods and avert the plague from the 
people. For ſear of famine, corn was purchaſed 
in Etruria, the Pontine territory, and in Sicily. 

mortality extended alſo to cattle. In 321 
the "Uifeaſe was wigs,” and afterwards ſub- 


5 ſided. 


5 Ling b. iv. 21. 2 
- This is 9 firſt a in 1 I am has to 7 
trace diſtinctly a hrogreſſion in the malignancy of 


the plague. That this is an important fact, in 


all plagues, will hereafter appear. But on this 


Von EPIDEMIC DISTASES. 1 | 49 | 


vhs ape hiſto 7 affords oa: ſcanty mate- 
| rials, To ; 
This was a „ of rh. FO tral for 1 
man y years, and was marked with all the great 
phenomena of. nature. The laſt year of the 
pulwague in Rome, 321, correſponds with the year 
B. C. 438, two years before the plague of Athens. 
In the year of Rome 325, according to Hook, 
there was a moſt grievous famine, occaſioned by a * 
ſevere drought in all the Roman territory. Sie- 
citas eo anno plurimum laboratum eſt; nec cœlęſtes | - 
modo defuerunt aſud, ſed terra guoque, en | 
| humore egens, vin @ 


5 believe that the Plea ae 5 


By this we arè led t. 
not ſolely cauſed by a want of rain, but by an 


la-perennes ſubfecit amnes.”— 7 


unuſual defect of ſubterranean: en The : | 


expreſſion ** ingenito humore egens, 


with the uſual ſource of water, rain, bare 15 


carries with it an idea that the evaporation from 
the earth was unuſual; and this may eaſily be 
accounted for, by the violent action of the inter- 
nal heat, which diſtinguiſhed this peſtilential 
period, and was evidenced by tremendous and 
univerſal . nad: a re: A of | 
Etna. 9 8 
he Dae in . was entre; alpade⸗ 
h of. cattle thronged round the arid fountains, and 
periſhed with thirſt. . + Diſcaſes followed, firſt 
| a Y 1 and the lower claſſes of RR | 


- z + 


bas 0 


0 | F | MO LEAELE 558 . u dy iv. EY 
| eee eee 4 3 od ü. Has — 5 

| n affected the largeſt part of the globe. and 
ſhook it with the utmoſt violence. In many 
places there was ſevere drought, and a ſubſequent 


famine. In ſome places: the earthquakes pro- 
1 duced ee inundations of the ſea, as in 
Eub mta. The Prytaneum, or Town 
Jor © in | Athens, the . W 28 n 
were in n dhe fifth and Sixth years of the ee : 
neſian war, anfwering to 427 and 426 B. C. and 
conſequently: were at the cloſe, or ſubſequent to 
the peſtilence. About the ſame time there was 
2 Violent eruption of Etna; ſuch as had not 
been known for fifty years preceding. This 
period was alſo marked by the approach of a 
comet, but I am not clear that it was in the year 
B. C. 431, as ftated by Dr. Prieſtley in his Lec- 
tures on Hiſtory. The drought was probably 
within a few months of the appearance of the 
comet, according to numerous obſervations in 
late periods of the world: by which it would ſeem 
to be a law of the phyſical ſyſtem, that preceding, 
during, and following the approach of thoſe erra- 
tio bodies, this earth is affected with great rains 
aud ſnows, drought, violent tempeſts, high tides 


| earthquakes hi Many in 
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„Wee are 3 nd I Tl differences 3 in the 


3 of different anthors. But we have, e place, 


data that will fix certain points. by 
From the uniform operations of nature; the TY, 
little doubt that all the great events of the bbpl f 


why 


in this period, happened within twelve or eighteen months of 


each other. The extreme drought in Italy and Greece, men- 
tioned by Livy and Thucydides, unqueſtionably occurred, at 


both places, in the ſame year. Livy places this under the 


Conſu lihip of A. Cornelius Coſſus and T. Qainctius Pennus, 


which Hook arranges under he: 325th. oO . Rome, and 
is Lempriere under the 327th. E 


Now Thucydides expreſsly 5 Ken chat the great 2 | 


quake, which injured Athens, and produced the inandations 


in the Corinthian Gulph and the ſea of Eiibea, ending 
ing up a town in 


Atalanta from the main land, and ſwallo 
Eubœa, happened in the ſpring or ſummer of the fixth»year 


% 


of the Peloponneſian war. This was commenced in the 


ſecond or third year of the ei ighty-ſeventh Olympiad, correſ- 
| ponding with the years of Rome 323 or 324. The fixth year 
then will be the 328th or 329th year of Rome. Theſe data 
bring the drought in Rome to one of thoſe years; at leaſt they 
will not admit of its being placed earlier than the year 327, 
the year preceding the earthquake. It is probable, there- 
fore, that Lempriere is right-in the arrangement of the Con- 


ſuls. This is rendered more probable by the eruption of 


Etna, in che ſpring of the ſame year; as it is x known and 
are preceded by exceſſive drought; owing, probably, to a 


gradual increaſe of ſubterrancan' heat, and unuſual 15 88 : 


| ou er 0 e or rep e wy „ 


E 2s 
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SA" vary uso 


The plague i in Athons broke out in the Peu 

A year of the Peloponneſian war, when all the inha- 
bitants of the Athenian territory were crowded 

into the city, to avoid the deſtructive ravages of 


the Lacedemonians. This circumſtance one 


would account for the production of peſtilential 

dliſeaſes iu the city. But it is probable that had 
the ſame event happened in a period of general 
health, the ſickneſs in Athens would have been 

; Emitsd to dyſentery, the more violent F OP 


1 . or common typhus. 


But unfortunately this war broke out at a time 
q! | inf univerſal peſtilence, when the diſeaſes of the 
healthieſt countries aſſume new and more malig- 
nant ſymptoms, and hence we account for the 
: violence: and duration of the malady. This idea 
| ſeems to be important, and the only material one 
to he added to the excellent philoſophical account 
of the plague at Athens, by] ps Elihu H. Smith, 


late of e York. .. 
S Pts Medical Repoſtory, vol. i. art. 1 75 15 


. 


3 x; The origin of this peſiilence i is ſtated by e 
| hiſtorian to have moet in that e of e 


0 lanes a 1 oath Ini the year pre- 
ceding, during, or following the drought; that is, in the year 
of Rome 325, 328, or 329, correſponding with the year 
before the Chriſtian era, 427, 426, or 425- It was moſt pro- 
bably in the year of the drought, and in the fifth year of the 


war, A. U. C. 327, and B. C. 427 ;'the earthquakes and vol- 
0 ek * or eruption, followed in the ſpring e of the next year. 


U 


OP xvrve- vis rasrs. 


5 „ich b borders on Egypt; thence extending to. 
Egypt, I. 


region. But we are not to conclude from this 


No deſcription, that the diſeaſe is n by in- 


fection from perſon to perſon. It appears firſt 
where the original or ſecondary 1 that is, 


general and wesl contagion, are the moſt power- ds 


ful. If the ſtate of the atmoſphere over the 


world, at any one time, is equally vitiated by ſome: 


: unknown cauſe, its effects will firſt appear where 


that ſtate of air is moſt powerfully aided by loc 


vitiation, as in cities or marſhy grounds. Of this 


we have numerous proofs. But, in modern 
times, whenever the general contagion, united 
with local cauſes, produces plague in Egypt or 


Conſtantinople, it produces ſome milder epidemic 
in the neighbouring countries, and often its 
effects are viſible at the owe ws in n 5 
ehen 

The Abbe Babes in ky KIN T os 
of Anacharſis, ſpeaking of the plague in Athens, 
ſays, it was doubtleſs brought into Greece by 


a veſſel from Egypt.“ It is te be regretted that. 


ſuch an accurate and judicious writer ſhould have 
indulged conjecture on this intereſting ſubject. 
1 Te YO no authority for his opinion, and, 18 
1 eee oppoſe the ſuppoſition. 
rſt path in the Pn TOs 


U 


bia, the King's dominions, or Pera 5 
and Greece. Some of tlie more violent of mo- 
dern plagues have firſt appeared in the ſame 


5 4 


=O 


5 | medichl man. T7 They 9 in all the efſen- 


ET HISTORY 


harboiir; and ſo ignorant were the people of | 
the ue that they aſcribed it to the poiſoning 
of the wells by the Lacedemonians. Beſides, 

Thucydides impliedly acknowledges that he and 


others knew nothing of its origin; for he calls 
on every one, phyſician or not, to aſſign any 


eredible account of its * or _ n ee 
|: 2 to produce . 

El ; in his Life of Pericles, Mi Jo 
ricles attributed this diſaſter to the 


multitude of people he had collected into the 


. the heat of r een in 
Which there was much truth. iz 7k 

Hut when we attend to the viehart kr 
4 nature, that accompanied and followed the 
peſtilence, and its general prevalence in the 
world for a ſeries of ten or twelve years, all at- 
tempts to trace its origin to infection, dwindle 
into puerilities; and the occaſional cauſes of 
ſickneſs, crouded population heat, and bad diet, 
though powerful as auxiliaries, could not be 
adequate to the viclont. and continued effects 1 in 


tial particulars, with thoſe of the yellow fever in 


its worſt forms, and the diſeaſe was probably 
_ what I call the Bilious Plague. There is the | 
- more e reaſon to believe this rad as Thucy- 


CO, dies 


Aiades has not mentione 


or ribxuie Di6TASEs, Wu 


ed „among the ſymptoms, 
the buboes, and other frellings in the glands, 


which diſtinguiſh the inguinal plague. The 
_ enitical days were the ſeventh and ninth; as they _ 
have moſt. TOON ag in | the * bilious for 


m Aimnerien. {7 2176) 11 

The diſcaſe FRY to Sattar tot AKGES, 
eſpecially. to thoſe which were moſt populous, 
but Lacedemon eſeaped. It raged” m Perſia at 


the ſame time, and it is ſaid the King of Perſia 


ſent for Hippocrates, to lend his aid in arreſting 


72855 the progreſs of the peſtilence, but he latter 13 7 


= $4 


pag leaving his own country. EFTQ £5 3 


„ beer ſuppoſed that Hijpocritts was in 
Athens during this plague ; but this muſt be n 


miſtake. He was probably at Thaſus, an iſland, 


: near the coaſt'of Macedonia. The four epidemic f 
Fears, Which he has deſcribed, were cotemporary 


with the peſtilence in Athens; and this proves, 


What will hereafter appear more fully, that in all 
great plagues,” the epidemic or peſtilential prin- 
ciple'extends to different countries wh often over 5 


= 3 whole earth. it 6 —_ 8 504 


abandoned the — of ne os 


In the year of Rome 341, and B. © HL a 


peſtilence aroſe, which the hiſtorian repreſents 50 8 
more ee than fatal: minacior tamen 7 


This eien atförds 
2 '*”; a — ground | 


FIDE 


Hs ; 2 
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3 to believe the peſtilence to PR "Ran a 
violent autumnal bilious fever, ad al ee 
the utmoſt malignity of the plag 


The, peſtilence of that year was. | 


| ck in the next, owing to a neglect of agri: I -- = 
culture; the people having been principally a 
occupied with ſedition, under. their. ambitious 


demagogues. It will be remembered that the 


by yas not t the meg of the epidemic, is 1 


5 3 


: £5851 1 1 1 
1 4 Fae 225 65 65 4% 7 1 9 5 * , 
H „„ Ee 4 © SPST fo 


moſt deſolated Rome, were certainly the pro- 


| duce of the country. The Romans were not a E 
commercial people, nor had they any commercial 
Intercourſe, with E 


ypt till the conqueſt. of 


Carthz 


ported troops into Sicily, they hired or borrowe 


Be. Italy and Sicily; there is no pretence, therefore, 3 
for ſuppoſing the plague was ever imported into, 
| Rome; nor is there a ſuggeſtion in hiſtory that, 

4 * Wein was « ever aſcribed to that Wes: 6:4 % 
„ | 1 8 „In El 


f 


bm li. r 8. * * 4 +, s 


. 4 to 3 DE that all ee wa CU 
ceding deadly plagues which had at times al- 


Carthage, twocenturiesanda half after this period. 
It was not till one hundred and forty-ſeven years 
after the time now under conſideration that the 
Romans owned. a ſingle ſhip. When they. tranſ-, 


veſſels for the purpoſe. Egypt Was a granary of Th F 
 corp,/ but until after the, conqueſt of Carthage, 
| the Romans drew their, ſupplies. wholly. from. | 
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ee, On this melancholy oecaſion was in- 


1 5 appeaſe the Bode and folic 
, „ir bf e e Bl 
. 5 v. 13; Mes 15 Plat. Life of Camillus 


Sn Greadfal plague which, about 404 B. C. almoſt 
. — "depopulated Carthage. The diſeaſe on the = : 2 
of Africa preceded, its appea . 
f uſually does in modern times. EI 


| 5 who. were ſent to reduce Sicily, Which had W? 
40 volted, were ſeized with. the plague, and the 
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'OF EPIDEMIC: DISEASES. | 
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I the year of Rome 353; and B. Kh 401, 
app ened a moſt ſevere winter. The Tiber was 
frozen. over, and the eee rendered im- 
paſſable by deep ſnow. Theſe were unuſual phe- 
nomena, and deemed prodigious in that city. 
On the opening of the ſpring the weather changed 
| ſuddenly. from ſevere cold to great heat and 


. 4 drought, and a mortal peſtilence enſued among 


men and cattle. The hiſtorian ſays nothing more 


5 of the cauſe of the mortality, than Sive er 
a in temperie cali, raptim mutatione in contra- 


rium fadta, froe alia qua de cauſa, gravis 


"FS 


pefti- 1 . 
1 omnibus animalibus ſtas excepit, ache b: | 
e nernicie quando nec cauſa, nec finis in- 
_ ventebatur, libs, Sibillim ea ſenatus conſulto adi 
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army 
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army was fo weakened, that Imilco was com- 
pelled to abandon the iſland. Juſt before Imileo's 


arrival, an eruption of Etna laid waſte the 
neighbouring country. By an expreſſion of 


Juſtin, we have ground to OE a comet ap- 
peared about the fame time. Imilco, 9 
multas civitates cepiſſet, ebene ve g de- 


| "ow" eperctum amijit.” JJ es io 
- ' 1 Nan, lib. xix. c. 2 Diod. Sie. kb. Kit. av. } 
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This 1 was ed br its ee 


ſuch as violent dyſenteries, raging fevers, burn- 


ing entrails, acute pains in every part of the 
body; and many were ſeized witÞ®madnefs, fo 


that they fallied forth into the ſtreets, and une * 


to pieces thoſe who fell in their way. 
It was during the dry ſeaſon above dibirtoites : 


apparent cauſe, and overflowed its banks an 


event that cauſed great conſternation at Rome, 
but one that might well happen by a ſubterra- 


nean e As wy ſome winder” fountains i in the 
> adjoining hills. „ e 


that the Lake bf Alba roſe ſuddenly, without 8 


This is one of the! auer which will Gen 1 
occur of a hard winter, followed by a dry hot 


ſummer, and therefore deſerves particular. 0 


tice; for fuch exceſſes in the temperature of the 


ſcaſons are among _ Ty oy 4 5 1 mc 
ns end 8 


1 peſiilence 


— eh 


a 


FN 
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or EPIDEMIC DISFASES. ” . 


A peſ Henice broke out in the armies 400 the 
. and Gauls, while the latter, under 
Brennus, were beſieging Rome, Anno Rome 
361, B. C. 393. The Gauls, unaccuſtomed to 
| ſuch heat, and placed between hills, where _ 
were expoſed to a burning ſun, vapor, and 

ee. periſhed in ſuch multitudes,” that, weary 
with burying dead e the! N urvivors burnt 
em in pile | 


* 
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2 ORE üb Us 1 8600 ee ati appearance 
* a comet, or light in the heavens, called by 


the Greeks docus or doces, and by the Romans 5 
_ frabs, from its reſemblance to a beam, at the 


* 


time of a defeat of the Lacedemonian fleet — _ 


Cum Lacedemonit, claſſe viftu,'imperium Grecia 
amiſere. By the laſt expreſſion, **'the loſs off 


the empire of Greece,” I ſuppoſe he refers to the 
defeat of the fleet by Jonon and the Perſians, 


the year of Rome 360, and B. C. 394. If fo, | 


the appearance of the comet correſponds in time 


ou the period of peſtilence laſt name. 


A plague, occaſioned by dearth, F 
to have happened. 1 in the year of Rome 37 l, 4 
* C. 383, but no particulars worthy of notice. 

A great earthquake in Peloponneſus is men- 
tioned under the a * © NG 
e ns e ape 16 | Yo SS 
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»\Ielithe! year of Wome 388, B. C. 868, com- 
ne iced. a moſt deſolating plague -of three years | 


duration. This was a time of ' profound peace, 
ab feditione et a bello quietis rebus, ne quando 
a metu d perioulis vacarent,” peſtilentin ingens 
orte lt ſeemed to be the deſtiny of Nome 
never to be exempt from fear and dangers; for 
n war and. ſedition Ane We 3 


85 41 bs. . Livy, b. vit. 1. ; 


5 pp 
* 4 4 % > 


. this de ble b perithed the . 
amillus; ancd it is related, that in the Pt 
: . abe 10, 000 citizens dlied in a day. | 
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in Mis oc 


2 


gon e was 5 to the 25 | 


7 of the Lectiſternium “, and to the in- 


ſtitution of new games, to appeaſe the gods, 


but without ſucceſs. Some old citizens men- 


tioned an ancient practice, in ſuch calamities, 
of driving a nail into the wall of a temple. 


the wall of Jupiter's temple. 1 
1 1 in 9 1555 "ew directed this ry | 


Pet + 2 To „ 775 * 7 2 z 1 1 5 7 


he time of the 


'* oe cerem ony 8 3 g tha Res of Apollo; 


| 1 Hercules, Mercury, and Neptune, on three beds, 


and ſerving them with magnificent repaſts for eight days—a | 


| mode of checking the peſtilence about as rational as the mo- 
dern ſcheme of confining it to the infected place, by bodies of 
armed men, which is much praiſed by Monteſquieu. 


* 


or EPIDEMIC DISEASES. . 6 


to be vedio the ides of September, indicates 
the period when put began ir in mene to 0 be 
bi and violent. 

Functius, in his Chroneldih; ee the 5 


7 ſorytici of Helice and Bura, two towns on the 


Gulf of Corinth, to'the year of Rome 979, the 
year of the great earthquake in Lac 


which cafe that cataſtrophe, would mis Aa part : 


of the events of he yOu nay tee of 800 
| yu mentioned. | 
Muratori my Pots e e not to 
differ eſſentially in arranging that event under 
the ſame period. Secifſimo terre mtu Achaia 
univerſa commota eft, et duce tunc civitates han 
et I _ ac locorum devorate.” 


Sr We eee 4m vol. 1 7. : 


1 1 


i to he 


e tai lan: 3 cataſti 


* period of peſtilence laſt mentioned, which ſome 
riters place in the year of Rome 388, and others 


in 384; but all agree that it was during the 


* 


Fd 


| approximation of a comet. This laſt 'peſtilence 8 


was dreadful in the extreme, ſparing no age nor 
ſex. The year after it the earth opened, and 
exhibited a vaſt chaſm in the midſt of Rome, 
into which M. Curtius precipitated en Os 
ny ne ation n „ of the city. 


W 5 b. vii, 75 
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+ . 8 3 P. Diaconus, followed by 
| 8) 4 e place the comme us 
pPlwague in the year of Rome 384. Oroſius ſay; 

that in the 103d and 105th \Qlywpiad, Italy 
9 vas ſhaken, a whole year by tremendous. earth- 
quakes. The 103d Olympiad, according to 
common chronology, . comprehends the years of 
Rome from 386 to 389 incluſi ve. It is probable 
that, in one of the ſhocks of this ſeries of earth 
quakes, the chaſm was made in Rome as already 
ſtatecdl. It will be obſerved that A event yes 
| lowed the peſtilence. 
n comet that ae pr this al 
05 was 5 probabl y that mentioned by Ariſtotle, 
Meteorol. Eb i. ca. 6. of which. he was an eye 
| inen 5 5 t 
But I us not omit a 1 1 —5— con- 
cerning the peculiar character of this plague. -_ 
Oroſius ſays, it was not ſuch a peſtilence as ulually _ 
proceeded from irregular ſeaſons, extreme drought, 
ſudden heat of the ipring, uaſeaſonghle moiſture 
* bl rn 1 the; to rind guns 11 1 fovene : 
and continued, attacking. all deſcriptions of 
people, and either deſtroying their lives, or 
1 leaving them in a weak and miſerable conditior 
|! The winter when the comet appeared, ———4 1 
=: relates to have been cold; but the ſeverity Bu 
i”  quration of the plague cannot be accounted for 
n the principle of changes or irregularities in 
55 „ T4 rr pr ni oe 
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7”, or rribkuie DISEASES. . 


- aha n It wWas one of thoſe. 3 epi- 


demies Which never afflict mankind. without 
ſiome eſſential alteration in the inviſible pro- | 
perties of the atmoſphere, or a n etfect E 
. atmoſphere on living bodies. Fix „ 
Seneca, on the. authority of Ariſtotle: jag „ 

g Califthenes, expreſsly / aſcribed the inundation - 
to the approximation of a comet. 1 
ingentis rei trawit — cum Helicen et a 
orto jon Os | 


$4 4 
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The ſymptoms of this approaching calamity 
are deſcribed to have been theſe. For ſeveral 

1 tee the waters of heaven deluge the earth, 
or withold their beneficial effects; a dimneſs 
obſcures the ſplendour of the ſun, or- hi; M 

appears like a burning brazier; impetuous winds 
ravage the country, and ſtreams of fire are ſeen N 
to ſhoot in the air. — See Travels of Anacharſis 
vol. iii. 404, cited from Pauſanias, lib. vii. ea. 24 
Some of theſe phenomena, exceſſive rains, or 
drought, tempeſts, celeſtial lights, and fingy 
appearances. of. the os always attend the ap- 
proach of comets; and it is ſurpriſing that the _ 

Fr wann Have: alen ine or no notice a. the * 
The e of, Helics jo Tut was Oc. 
ſioned by violent ſhocks of earthquakes, with —_ 
_ trarx und conflifting 3 W Bae 


8 = 
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ir water in the Corinthian Gulf . . 8 5 
or the trees on the ſhore. This was in the winter, 

during the night, and juſt before the battle of 
a It is fortunate for us that we have a 
correct account of this inundation; for it per- 
fectly unfolds the true hiſtory of * eee, 0 
the time of Ogygis and Ducalion. „ 
In the year of Rome 391, there was an ex- 
| eee darkneſs in Italy, Ts the greateſt 
part of a day; dilata nox uſque ad pluri 

: my tem 85 and a ſingular hail ſtorm. 


5 vol. 1. 11. 


Kan the' ar riff A 405, FR B. 0. eee 
Worm is mentioned, but with no circum- 
ſtances that deſerve notice, except that it was. 
in time of peace and internal © tranquillity, | 
Quum et foris par et domi concordia ordinum 
otium efſet, ne nimis lete res efſent,  peſtilentia 
adorta,” and recourſe had to the Sybilline Books 
and the Lectiſternium. The circumſtance - of 
the prevalence of plague in time of peace will be 
n noted, to refute the idle notion that peſti- 
Tlential diſeaſes are generated and propagated | 

pn pally by armies in time of wa. 
After writing the foregoing, I found in ene 
| Nat. Hiſt. lib. ii. 25, an account of a comet in 
the 108th: Olympiad, and year of Rome 398.” 
It reſembled at firſt a ereſt, but changed into the 
| 1 of a * 972 n the 88 year of the 108th 
Ol ympiad, 


mode of wean ve tha O ede and 
Pliny's mode, of at leaſt eight years, or two 
Olympiads. By following the common mode, 
and placing the firſt year of the 108th Olympiad 
againſt the 406th year of Rome, the appearance 
of this comet will coincide with the generak . 
tenor of facts hereafter to be related, and cor- 
reſpond nearly in time nts the wap in 8 FD 
mentioned-above. © © nw 
Nearly at the fame time Wee was an ernption ky 
of Etna, placed by authors in the year B. C. 350, 
correſponding with the year of Rome 404. It is 
probable this eruption was a a year or two ũꝓꝗ̊ 
of the appearance of the comet, ere to — 5 
many modern facts of the ae kind. 0 | 
In the year of Rome 442, a Saen Rane 
aroſe, wh ich, ſays P. Diaconus, was ſuppoſed to 
proceed n corrupt air, until the confpiracy 
off the webe gen women to poiſon their huſbands 
was detected; after which it was aſcribed to thaf . 
- Livy de not appear to credit popular W 
opinion on this oecaſion. He ſays, Fadis in- 
1 unnus, ſeu intemperie Cui, e bj . 
fruude fit, Recourſe was had hh the: -ufuak 
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> +} D200 Me} your ol Rome 488. B. C. 206. com- 
; 5 ee eee which continued for 
aue or four years. In the third-year, © hard 
nuninter appears to be related by Livy, who ſays, 
| the ſnow filled all places, nor was it poſſible to 
Ss endure the weather abroad.” This was, however, 
5 5 "199 neee, country un the Kanter 
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pron May which wag eee in form: of 
a @ ſerpent, and in the iſland of the Tyber, where 
it was firſt landed, they conſec ated a 
Vac God of Ow” e 
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1 is ner al ; 


| Bari as it was in pg reign of Faser i 
who died a pw time of this peſti- © 
an Callias, - whoſe ware are bea; but bike 


| ti ad ab i Feet r | 
ral days, throwing great ſtones to the diſtance. of 
a mule, and the/{cahoilimg all around the ifland: 
In the year of Rome 477, and B. C. 277, "at 285 
pened that remarkable plague which is often 
mentioned as age gh fatal to 2 wo: 
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1 The: cars of the Rommel bore no me The 
| = e ſickneſs ;\ and when 8 
exempt from war abroad, they are aflited vy 
the wrath of heaven at hom. 


een their wars are waſted with 


Short, on Air, has placed this diſeaſe in 5 


: year af the world * 12, correſponding. with the 


1 n. dae bis e is 0 te 


ora an. en of] 5 at ee 

Pn be three days and nights, de- 
ſtroying the ſdil for a conſiderable extent. This 
period alſo was diſtinguiſhed by eee, 


in che third a er ofthe ru ee 
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fins 1 iv. ds We 
This . was a for 95 Te win 
Ihe ſnow, to a patho depth, lay in 

» Form: : for forty . n 3 ] N 
It will be found, as e's with this hi£ 


tary, that: moſt of ſuch tray ſeaſons, 4. 


and unuſual concurrence of great agitations in 
NOOR BO dion ates | eruptions, or 


or „beine ii 


hi eh This globe is part. bt 0 Were 
viſible, during the calamitous periods mentioned = 
in the Roman hiſtory, is probable; but; unfor⸗ 
tunately, few bag are recorded until after 
the Chriſtian ra. ot an eruption of Veſavins 
is mentioned, and 1 cannot find more chair four 
teen inſtances of eruptions from Etua, antenior 
to the ſame ra. This defect of hiſtory: is of n 
mall. concern in a'treatiſe of this kind BN 
In the year of Rome 599, and B. C. 295, the 
Roman armies, Which were marching j into Gaul, 
4 were retarded by vi violent rains, and the plague . 
which infected the ſoldieis. The Romans were} 
as ufual on ſuch occaſions, frightened at nume- 
rous prodigies. In Hetruria, uncommon lighits 
were ſeen in the "ſky. Meteors were ſeen at - 


* 


Ariminum, and the waters in a river in Picenum . = 4 = 
appeared like blood. A violent earthquake 
overturned the anous' Coloſſus ve! CY de 125 
5 the" en Was felt in Italy“. e „„ 
. fb... Life of Medina Or plus, b. ir. 1 
e ad N e . M aratori, THT 16 x 4 uy * 
7 . tours give, CCC 75 in pd Be 
The com 


ilers 21 the aa {Duſteſvoy, 4 
Functius, Place chis event in m—_— C. * Rollin and 
Univerſal Hiſtory, in 222 . 1 1 

Rome was overflowed, according to > Ukdveltl! LAY, Oo. 
231, B. C. This tyent may belong to che fame period but 
che tees rere. ben es chronology fromi Hook 5 | 0 
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| 218; > in Ne Livy nos wit ai 61 
there was à ſevere winter. Seipio was befieging 
à toyn in Spain, near the preſent Barcelona, and 
for thirty days the ſnow was four feet deep. This 
is mentioned as a eireumſtance very unfaveur- 
able for the beſiegers. I cannot help remarking 
how cloſely connected in time are great froſts 
and violent earthquakes. This was the winter 
in which Ha 
Italy. He reached the Alps early in November, 
and was nine 2 1 in arriving to the ſummit. His 
; om ho ws bad roa | 
Who killed many of the troops. At the end of 
fifteen days. he gave his troops reſt, on the hills 


—— — 1 — 
— — —ü—ñ — Te — 5 * 
— — — — — 

- 


gs — 


— 2 — 


A ber en the wont 


i _< - 3 8 93 PEP ” : 2 
n RES + 4% 
1 1 1 
1 


5 ere bee wa poten it 5 
* 1 8 I 


! ne not perceive. 
25 Mob 5 "lathe lug OY 


Ae 


mibal croſſed the Alps and entered 


le "hardſhips! and loſſes 
and the natives, 


near the foot of the Alps, and although the ſnow. 
, he found in the 

i for his . and elephants. | He 
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great eee from f 08 7, and Y 
which ſwelled the rivers. Early in ths tori be : 
eroſſed the Appennine and n 1 wier le fot 
ps PO eee e 
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4 e 1 eee 15 „ Marcel „in the 
Fear of Rome 341, aud Ad. 213, Happened a 
remarkable mortality: — The. troops, but 
eff cially among the rthaginians, W 
rel with their Generals, Hippocrates ant 
Himilco. Of this peſtilence Livy gives the fol- 
blowing account, b. XXV. 26. A peſtilenes 
broke out in Pa which diverted their 
minds from the concerns of the war; for it was 
in autumn, and in a ſituation naturally und 
healthy. The heat, which was more ſevere. 5 
Without the 8 than within, ke 
every perſon in both the camps. 
ſickened aud died, by reafon of the wks | 1 oy 
ſomeneſs of the Ga ; afterwards the diſeaſes _ 
2 by een ; fo that thoſe who were 
lei ere neglected, or abandoned and died, 
or chile e ii contracted the ſame diſeaſe. 
Daily burials and death were before their eyes, 
and day and night their ears were aſſailed with — 
| lamentations. At length the ſurvivors became . 
hardened; they neither WR at be; death f 
; nor took pains to bury 1 the dead; * 
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the ſame: 


Marcellus, to avoid the evil, drew his troo 


5 however, of the ca SR of the 1a 


Akt is vhfervable that heat and poſition. aug 
mented the diſeaſe among the Carthagin 
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"Ag babes N deceaſed hon Acattered along 
the ſtreets, | in ſight of thoſe who were expecting 
e. The dead infected the ſick, and 
the ſick thoſe in health, with terror Lcd peſti- 
ferous ſtench; and · ſome, preferring death by 
the ſword, ruſhed on the poſts of the enemy. 


| But the diſcaſe v was much more. ſevere and fatal 


„ Who, 
eee eee 


air and water. 5 eee as: 
breaking out of the diſeaſe h 


allies, and returned eee The Cue ; 
giniaus, who had no means of ſhelter, all peraſt ed. . 


been ed Jodics ee 
refrethed by the ſhades of the houſes... Manz. 
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They .- were encamped near a marſh or low 
ground, and expoſed to the direct rays of a 
burning ſun⸗ The Romans had poſſeſſion of 


one part of Syracuſe, and had ſhelter under the 


buildings. Theſe circumſtances, and their not 
being accuſtomed to the air of the place, proved 
fatal to the whole Carthaginian armpyp:: 
r. Brydone learnt 1 in Sicily, from the 8 
| Lographen of Etna, R cupero, that there was a 
ption of Etna Re ſiege of Syra⸗ 
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. eeectl Göhr acc 


the original hiſtories T have conſulted! Sib 


In the ſame year that this Ke raged in 
Syrac uſe, a ſevere peſtilential epidemic pci” 
in Rome. Eo anno peſtilentia n eit in 
urbem agroſque que tamen magis in longos 
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This fact is . what Will be fully 
proved in later periods of itheworld, that a peſti/ 
lential ne hrs air enten „ at wa Nel . 


plague ona in one th wia In: oh b 
| dieſes, if not plague, prevail in other places. 


enen d Nigtiths petlence R td. 


nhous plague, as it was not ſo mortal as it was 


ableſome, by running out into long diſeaſes. 


It is a known fact, and not unfrequent, that the 


yellow fever in our climate, is reduceable to 
bilious remittent, and even to an intermittent 1 
the peſtilence on board the ſhips of Bulama often 
ran out into long and obſtinate intermittents. 
The fever in Baltimore in 1797, began in the 
form of à bilious remittent, and continued in 


that form for many weeks, before 1 | 


er important fact, related in the laß 
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n of a malignant yellow fever-. : . : % 
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I is, however, to be remarked, that this period 
of peſiilence was diſtinguiſhed 


of immenſe ſwarms of Pra wil 5c pear 


| the whole. country RON: ee Their appear- 
e ſball ha 


any other time, than during or hear the time of 
the prevalence of plagues ; and, bycomparing the 
dates of their appearance, it will be found, that 
whey: Ons hs 2 1 the ane of the 
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Fi Dies the ee eee ara SHER Fila 
tiochus, King of Syria, in 563, an event took 
place, ſimilar to many inſtances related by Dr. 
ow The Roman -Hinot, Shades; of the f 


or EPIDEMIC DISBASEs. 


— But it was” in the midſd of Frog} 
e the place unwholeſome ; and the men; utige- _ 
cuſtomed to the air, were feized with a ne 
den _ 7 the rowers. OE he's rowers? 5 


that 3 880 we bear v 
e, 8 


e e 911 mn Dfion.ody e, HUNT: 


Tm" the your of Rome 571, aa B. C. 184, 

commenced a violent plague, which laſted ſeveral 
years, and ravaged Rome and all Italy, oe . 
Non men we an dern e mas. 1 


men and Pi diene, more violent + n 
at other times. The ancient hiſtorians; evident - 
. Deo a__ have left x proofs of this a. 
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Sbort has placed this peſtilence i in the 1 year of 
- the: world 3763, correſponding, according to 
| Uſher; with the year of Rome 307. But Short's 
chronology is wretched. He mentions a whey 
ee ee perio 


| $0: — but — He. 1 2 v . 


as he has in many other inſtances of ſos, which 
he telates, of high antiquity. - eren 1108 PR; 
The order of the great phenomena of nature 

nd drought, and vice verſa. Violent ſtorma, 
ccur at all n ar mic TY 
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F 2 a f / ._ 
Watt tioned 
e ; 2 


| en of's for abel out in the year 
ceding. The u a fact often occurs, and prox es 
that peſtilence is not ſolely the effect of intempe: 
rate ede an _ un both are F000! effects of ano- 

| ther: cauſe. r y . 1 ITE 
5 ae winter Sil cite _—_ unuſual ſeaſons! 
In the year 574, according to Hook „and in the 
Conſulſhip of Q. Fulvius and L. Man lius, the. 
winter was remarkable for deep ſnow, and every 
kind of tempeſt. It continued longer than 
uſual, and trees, expoſed to the weather, were 
dlaſted. 5A EO we in the follow- * 
ing year. w ; 5 
a "he 3 1 ; Ling. al 6. 95 
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e neben Shen the 8 wig tbe avail -6f 8 
the comet wentioned by Short. That he refers 
to the ſame period is certain, from his men- 
tioning the circumſtance of the eee of the 
Roman Senate to raiſe a body of 8000 men; a 
fact aſſigned by Hook to the year 371, and which 
15 elong to no other period. But from his 
1 F e of this ſtar, I am inclined to be: 
lieve he refers to that which is hereafter men- „„ 
15 things een che . peſti ence of < = 
his u uncommon e fucoceded, in x 576; 5 
. kattle ;-and't 1 e next year 
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Fang Liditine Ae Cadavera, intacta a 
_  cambus ac vilturibus, tabes abſumebat ; ſatifſque 
prac fy rs illo, EE nas in nt frag 


n is not eaſy to do ie. to- this energetic 
deſcription of the n but the followin g is 
. ffected cattlein the Popes nal ——_— 
into diſeaſes of men. Thoſe who were ſeized, 
ſcarcely lived beyond the ſeventh day; thoſe 
vho ſurvived that day, were afflicted with tedious | 
diſtempers, eſpecially the quartan ague. The 
7 made its moſt fatal ravages among the 
= faves pm . unburied along ths 
| 3 of the Gan dition Their corpſes e n- 
buried, untouched by dogs and yultures, g 
waſted 8 6 3 corrup tion. It evicle 


poſſible to bury the On 


uſual; is in modern bilious plague. _ 


8d. That if the diſeaſe had a ae dds erifis 
on the ſeventh day, the patient ſurvived, but the 


diſtemper changed into an autumnal bilious fever 
of the quartan type, and long duration — a ſtrong 
evidence of what I have before remai 

if peſts a 


d pehilentia are diſeaſes af x a diſtin 


| ſpecies, the Roman e was me: bihous 
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ne the lower orders of people. dt bow 

_ Carmvorous animals n not en 
dee 006 ne Ae the tm 
"oy of Rome. 


The laſt fact is „ un 


in plagues of a leſs malignancy, animals do not 
dicate that birds perceive the peſtilential ſtate of 


air before it becomes ſenfible to the human ſpe- 


cies. It ſeems that the vultures diſappeared 
| firſt year, while the peſtilence was confined 
cattle; and there can be little doubt. that the 


"effects on be te, V „„ 
Al. That the ent was Ds a a day | 
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11 b the airis rendered men by the carcaſſes of 
= difeaſedanddead animals ss. 
i 1 was one of thoſe violent ud long 


<a many ee ve W Scala, in ſome _ 
caſes, to diſtinguiſh, in the relations of hiſtorians, | 
truth from vulgar report, and philoſophy muſt 
guard againſt the illuſions of credulity and terri- 
fied imaginations. . I take no notice of the 
monſters. born, and an ox's ſpeaking; on cheſe 


_ occaſions. At the beginning of the late Am 
m rican war, many ſimilar prodigies were announced 
3 15 believed by the ignorant and credulous. But 
* ſome of the phenomena, enumerated by Livy 
m among prodigies, in all probability, had a real 
= exiſtence for it will be related hereaſter, that 
if F | fimilar ap e have em obſerved. in mo- 
F evi · 5 


During the plague above-mentioned, ia bow 
was ſeen in the ſky, in a ſerene day, extended 
over the Temple of Saturn in the Roma Tom 

three ſuns, or haloes, appeared; and at nigh 
—_—_ torches. or meteors deſcended+rip Lanu- 


its effects are viſible in larger animals, and before 
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FI 1ENOMena to de »2honed | * va or : 
; ene from the earth in — quanti- 
ties, and which, there is reaſon to think, may be . 
che cauſe of peſtilential diſeaſes; or there may be 15 
ſome changes in the combination o; 15 ſtances 
- - compoſing the atmoſphere 5 
5 At he cloſe of this neilential period, in 581, 
Apuli-inld deluged by ſwarms. of locuſts, as the 
Pontine territory had been the year before. 880 
deſtructive were their ravages, any Pretor | 
Gogh was: an with's a army. DEV n. 


_ . 
ride; . 47, * to den, b. ali 2 and 10 
rel: 5 | that-a moſt violent 
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B. C. 144. — putrefying in the 
ſtreets and houſes, and munen it impoſdle to 
approach the city. receding vear ap 
_ neared a remar 0 comet. As wilouale down 
to the more authentic periods of en Tits” 
| phenomenon will more frequently occur. 
5 . is again neceflary to rem: r a difference in_ 
_ the me A of different authors. 
la . Raraics' of this comet, which he 
been as large and luminous 
as the ſan” Poſt ortem Demet ii Syrie Regis, 
paulo ante Achaioum Rabas „after the death 
Demetrius, b Doris 5058 and: a little before | 


th . * Achaian war,” 
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| yet! ome," 607. And this is probably cor- 
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rect, for it is agreeable” to general 0 obſervation, 
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that à comet appears early in the peſtilential 
period, and often yrecedes its moſt calamitous 
eas. The ml ele n d ag ths: 8 1 
EE „ds Werds, that at fut it TR — 
EL: 13 and red, emitting a bright light, ſo as to over- 
cCeome the darkneſs of the night. Gradually. its 
e ee leſſened, and its brightneſs yz 
This plague was ſtill mare enen than th 
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hiſtorians relate, that a moſt Wenns ul prince 
aroſe) in wee ne: locuſts. hei 
by a ace uc h ep. : 
titudes, that they devoured every green thing 
not ſparing even the bark of trees. They we 
5 driven by the ſouth wind into the Medi terranean, 
8 and being waſhed on ſhore in the hot ſeaſon; they | 
_ putrified,” and cauſed a moſt deadly plague. It 
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wich doubtleſs that cauſe had its influence. At 
the ſame time, there is no neceſſity of reſortin 


The ſame ſtate of air or _— elements 


exiſted; and produced this unuſual nu a 


b gives ar Reg wick of . 

- a ſtate of air rb * 2 He _— 
means of the corruption of thas air, not lov in- 
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ö . 639,” and a ſecor 


_ "year, quoting Juſtin for authority. But Juſtin 
"Js mentions two | comets, one at the birth of Mithri- 
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eee bee eee. | buy 


| bodies has ever been nity d dete f ba- 


demic peſtilence. It may be pow 
to excite diſeaſe within a ſmall . of 3th own 3 


| atmoſphere; ; but if no other cauſe of diſcaſe 


e it ill not ne PTR that nd 


| but x theſe animals do not dea 8 "_ 
Ts "Got — iid ak in ſuch ne ee 


tl conſe of thoſe diſcaſes. . The common idea in 
Arabia is, that they are generated by heat and 

r ee OY Feen ae 
We begin W ens leftru 9 been 155 
tee The Encyclopædia mentions 
ble this is a miſtake of the com- 
The Univerſal een places one under 


another in the year he began to reign. 


ky Now Mithridates was about eleven or en ee 
old when he came to the throne, in the 
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Res 631. and B. C. 123. Of court * 8 | 


comet muſt have been about the yr: 620, ne. ME 

_ „ 

. epa 8 of the truth of 

; Juſtins's account, and of the accuracy of our TH RE 
_ chronology in this particular, that there, was an 


eruption of the great Volcano of Sicily in bott 


5 the periods when theſe comets are ſaid to have 5 
appeared. In the year 620, and B. E. 134, | 


there was an eruption of Etna, though not men- 
tioned by Juſtin; and this was the year of the 
firſt great comet, and of the birth of Mithridates. 
Nine years after, in 629, there was a ſecond erup- 
tion of Etna. The laſt year correſponds nearly .. 
with the period in which Mithridates began to 


reign, allowing him to be eleven e . 15 2 ; 


with the approach of the ſecond comet. 5 
This laſt comet produced moſt tremendous 8 
feects, as we might expect, from its magnitude and 
proximity to the earth. The following is Juſ- 
tin s deſcription of it. Nam et eo quo genitus 
eſt anno, et eo quo regnare primum cepit, ſtella 


cometes, per utrumque tempus, ſeptuaginta diebus 


ita lumit, ut cœium omne flagrare videreter. For 
ſeventy 1 3 the Heavens appeared to be * 5 
_ Do. AFL Ih 


e : Lib. zxavli. 6. 


The eruptions of the Feline were equally. re- _ 


markable. The lava from Etna laid waſte the 


- on and ſuburbs of Catana. ** Zena ultra ſoli- ; 
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tum hints mays the hiſtorian, *4 Catanam ur- | 


bem 1 . 16. 
olan lib. V. 
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1 Paulus 8 we iy Aa ee of © 


| 3 facts, in regard to the eruption of Etna. 
1 Globes of fire were thrown from the crater. Li- 
pari, a ſmall. volcanic iſland on the e of. 
Sicily, became ſo heated during the eruption, 
that the rocks were diſſolved, though it is not 


laid this iſland diſcharged any fire. The water 
of the neighbouring ſea was ſo heated, as to kill 


the fiſh, and melt the pitch on the decks of veſ- 


ſels. Dead fiſh appeared on the ſurface of the 
water, and many perſons, who were near 2 
land, were {ſuffocated with heat. | 

This author places the appearance of he 15 
cuſts which cauſed the plague in Africa, in the 


Fear after the eruption of Etna. Others place 
this event a year before the eruption. It is much 
to be regretted, that authors have been ſo careleſs 

of the chronology of important phenomena, on 
the order of which may depend important princi- 

ples. This, however, is certain, that all the 


great agitations of nature here related, belong ta 
the ſame period, and it is not ſurpriſing that they 


; oy attended with moſt mortal peſtilence. 


| Ls For authorities ſee Livy, Epit. le, Otoſus, lib. V. 


FY 5 1 . P. Diaconus, i in Auguſt. Hiſt. 813. Juſtin, lib. 
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The foregoin g period of peſtilence, was one 


65 > the moſt dreadful on record. It will be found _ 
invariably true, in every period of the world, that 


_  exuptions of Alen wo 0 


ö the violence and extent of the plague, has been 
nearly proportioned. to the number and violence 


of the following phenomena —earthquakes, . 1 


od, e e "on 


Wag; 25 4 
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; daran. * | e 
75 . ee the- go wars is 5 Sylla and 

8 Marina the armies. loſt ten thouſand men by thi 
f e in the year of Rome 665, and B. 55 A > 


ot 8 Bhd er 5 en xili. Gi el, d 4s 21. 
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1 WK un bare e Ging this cla that ue 
cats appeared which is en by Pliny, 
Nat. Hiſt. lib. 2, cap: 25. Civili motu, Odavio 
Conſule,” for this was the year in which Octavius 

was Conſul. This period was preceded by an 
extraordinary collifion and diſrupture of two 

mountains, and the burſting of fire from the 
chaſm in the territory of Modena. Pliny aſſures 
us, this was ſeen from the Emilian Way, by an 

: [94 mags number o of Roman Knights and others. 
. 8 Fun, Net, Hig. li. u. 2. 
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7 voleanq in Hiera, one of the Folian iſles-yorth _ 


20k Sicily, now called Lipari, which burnt for 
ered days, and the ver: ſea aroupd it ved 15 
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- The year before exit 44, was Atta 
by the death of Julius Czſar, by the hands of 
conſpirators; ſoon after which appeared a comet, 
ſappoſed to be the ſame which appeared in 1680, 
_ whoſe period is calculated to be 575 years. - = UE 
this is it's period, it muſt have been feen in the 
year befare Chriſt 1767, in the reign of Ogyges, 
when Attica was inundated and rendered barren 
for a number of years; and when the planet 
Venus is ſaid to have changed her n __— | 
_ andeourſe, | 
When we ſurvey the wh effects of comets 
in tempeſts and floods, and compare the tradi- 
tional accounts of that event with the terrible 
inundations which have happened in Greece at 
other times, and eſpecially with that in the time 
of Thucydides, which rent Atalanta from the 
main land, which events all took place during 
the approach of comets, we are conſtrained to 


© | believe the fact af the Ogygean deluge, and fable 
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riſes to the dignity of authentic hiſtory. This 
inundation might have happened during the ap- 
proach of ſome other comet; but the probability 
is, that it was during that of the comet under 
conſideration, which fixes the time of the Ogy-_ 
| gran” flood, in the year B C. 1767. 1 Cit- 
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Its next appearance muſt have been in che 5 


ner A. O. 1193, when Electra, one of the 
pleiads, abandoned her ſiſter orbs, and fled fr om. ; 


the Zodiac to the North Pole. 8 
Its third appearance correſponds with the year 
A. C. 618, the year of the terrible comet of the 
Sybill, ſays Gibbon; and its fourth is the one 
under conſideration. Its ſubſequent appez 
A. D. 531, 1106, and 1680, will be go "a i 
mentioned. All the periods here named, which 
come within the limits of authentic. hiſtory, 
have been remarkable for peſtilence, earthquakes, 
inundations, or other great phenomena. Such 
was the fact in 44 and 43. There was a terrible 


inundation of the Tyber, a violent earthquake, f 


many unuſual phenomena in the ſky, and in the 
year 49 a violent eruption of Etna. bete 85 
as uſual, accompanied theſe events. 
But another phenomenon, the loa or on | 
fe& of light in the ſun, deſerves more particular 
_ attention. Pliny aiſerts that this pale colour 
laſted almoſt a year. His words are Niunt 
prodigiofi et longiores ſolis deſeftus, quajis occiſo 
Ane Caſare et ene bales OE 
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5 mooting ſtars, and numerous prodigies.—8 
Virgil and Ovid in the paſſages quoted. See 
| alle Zonors s Annal. lib. x. ee s An. p. 680. 


'/ Virgit and Ovid, who were eye witneſſes 0 5 
this phenomenon, have both deſcribed it with 


the "IE ne, of a period. 
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| | Cum e ws nitidum ferrugine texit. 
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; - The ors PEE and Erice give us an 5 9Y 


5 idea of the colour a paleneſs, tinctured with the 
_ colour of ruſt. A ſimilar defect of light in the 


ſun occurred at the time of the next appearance 


of this comet, A. D. 531, as will be hereafter 
related. The fact is curious. It is well known 
that this comet approaches very near to the ſun ; 
but whether the defect of ſplendour in the ſun 
was the effect of the attractive powers of the 
comet, or of an alteration in the electrical 
| atmoſphere of theſe bodies; or whether it was 
occaſioned by an alteration in the terreſtrial at- 
moſphere, is a queſtion not eaſily ſolved. It 
might have been owing to a vapor, like 1 0 
which overſpread Europe in 1788. 


This period was marked with twins alſo; with. 
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The comet appeared i in 44, and alſo the pi ſti- . 
lence; the eruption of Etna in 43, B. C. and 


therefore ſubſequent to the other events. In- 7 


_ deed, it is more generally the caſe that the 
volcano does not emit fire until ſome time after 
the appearance of the plague. To this, however, 
hs are exceptions. Mot of the great plagues - 
appear in two or three ſucceſſive years, with dif- 


ferent degrees of violence; and during this pe- 
riod volcanoes diſcharge vaſt quantities of lava. 


By a paragraph in Uſher's Anuals, p. 684, it 


1 appears the winter nnmnlane the Hy oe 7 | 


- BO comet was ſevere. 


The next peſtilential period cone in the x 
year 30, B. C. An eruption of Etna, Which 
laid all the neighbouring towns in ruins, marked 
the commencement of this period, which, how- _ 


ever, was preceded, in 31, by an earthquake in 
Judea, in which thouſands of N PR 1 in 
the ruins of their e 
About the ſame time appeared, ſays Diu | 

Caſſius, * thoſe meteors which the Greeks call 
_ comets.” Theſe phenomena were followed by a 
peſtile nce in Jeruſalem, which deſtroyed a great 
part of the nobles and people of the Jews. The 


ſame period was marked by a great inundation of 
the Tyber, which ſpread over the low grounds of 


Rome, and was conſidered as an omen of {he | 
future power of e 1 
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By a curious circumſtance, we learn that a 


| hard winter, and peſtilence, afflicted Rome at 


this period. The Emperor Octavius Auguſtus, 


in his fifth Conſulſhip, B. C. 29, had formed 


the deſign of reſigning the empire. Horace, the 
poet, his friend and flatterer, endeavoured to 


diſſuade him from this purpoſe, on account of 
the prodigies that happened at the beginning of 
the year, which was the winter of the year 30, 
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wn of the Tiber. - 


: 3 cc 3 . terris ni vis, att 33 
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See the ſecond Ode of the firſt Book, . is 
worth the notice of the philoſophic reader, on 


account of the deſcription of the Ni Gag | 


which * from a [Fell of the ns 


. « Vidims 1 Tiberim retortis_ 
| Littore Etruſeo violenter undis. 18 1 8 
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I is a fact, of which there is full evidence, 
that during the approach of comets, not only | 


tempeſts are more violent than at other times, 
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but the ocean ſwells without winds, the Aae are 
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ene of the comet mig 1797. ES n EE 
Ia che. g ff. Ode of the fame 1 8 | 


So ae he: Roman 

reien, to the Perſiaus and Britons.” e fie 10 | 
Ihis paſſage is proof that the Romans found 
| peſiilenge in Britain; but the Britons, at / 
time, had no, trade, except with the 1 of ; 


France. How, or from what quarter, they in- | 


ported the infection, is kn for che et of 
5.7 Mead s follo wers. 

In the year B. C. 25. aceoding to ay: Unt 
verla i 5 | 7 Mg 


city under water, lands were left un a lec 
famine enſued. - _ | 

The ſame year the b DR in Paleſtine, 
which was preceded. by a ſevere drought, and a 
dearth of corn. A hard winter is mentioned about. 
the ſame time, but the order we events is not re- 
 eorded. 


Univ. Hiſt. RY ili. 502. 'Uſher's Annals 77s 
Dauser Chronol. 


Thi — was preceded the year before wy 
e epidemic - diſtempers, which proved fatal to 


many. This fact is important, and will here- . 


after be found very material in determining the 
| cue of nn e Gifenſes... It goes 
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to prov 4 progreſſeveneſs i in the veſtilential ſtate 
of: air, or general contagion. And this inſtance, 
among many to be hereafter ſpecified, demon- 


ſtrates that the plague was not produced by the 


zine, according to vulgar opinion in almoſt. 
all caſes of this kind. Had no malignant dif- 
eaſe preceded the plague, and the plague had 
followed cloſe on the heels of famine, we ſhould | 
have ſtrong ground to believe [famine to be the 


Cnigſe of the plague; and a ſeries of ſimilar facts 


might eſtabliſh that as a principle or law of na- 
ture. But it appears that the malignant dif em 
pers, Which are found to be the conſtan 
curſors of peſtilence, were epidemic, in then year 
preceding the famine—a demonſtration' that the 
2 nh in pan ſtate: e exiſted anterior | 
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"hls he ofithe reign of ins about 
the year 14, or, according to ſome authors, 16, 
of the Chriſtian era, tliere was à gre it famine in 
Rome; and a comet is mentioned, near the ſame 
time, by Dion Carffius. + This was followed by 
a maſt terrible peſtilence in the eaſt, during 
Which twelve cities f Afia Minor were over- 
Wn. by earthe Of theſe calamitous 
5 events, the followin isthe account recorded by | 
Tacitus, An. lib. n.47. Eodem anno, | duo- 
decim celebres Aſia urbes i nodturno motu 
terre, quo improvifior © graviorque pęſtis fuit. 
| Neque folitum in tali caſu effugium ſuboemebat in 
aperta prorumpendi, quia deduttis terris haurie- 
bantur. - Sedifſe immenſos montes, "viſa in arduo 
guce Plana fwerint, fg i fe 1 inter ruinum ignes | 
memorant.” _ 

It is a „ not to be * that 

' the plague was prevalent anterior to this dreadf 
ee, as Ws: hiſtorian remarks that this 
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less able. Such i is headed: A of t theſe a 
.  calamities; the peſtilence appears before the 
| moſt deſtructive ſhocks of the earth, which rarely 
fail to occur during its prevalence. It is to be 
obſerved alſo, that men obtained no ſecurity, in 
| e, by flying to open places, for the 
earth opened and ſwallowed them up ; fire alſo _ 
iſſued/from the earth. Large mountains dab Fa, 
fided to Ambien nd: ren were thrown. into 
morintamns.: NN oe as Fouts a oh dro big wy 
\ Tacitus An, lb. l. 47. Plin. Hb. i 84. Eaſe. 
Chron. 201. nee N e 


int wy years ihe | 
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an eruption of Etna, which frightened Caligula 6 


aut of Sicily, and which was followed by: uni- 
verſal famine in Rome and the Eaſt*. This wass 
. the famine foretold by Agabus, AG: Ki. 28 in | 
the reign of Claudius Cæſar. A peſtilence, at 
time, rage i and multi- 
ny tudes of Jer. OR OO withdrew \ to 
NP ns 2h, 3; a rej (ES 


Univerſal Hig. 5 xiv. © Viher" s Anna]: 405, 6 443. 


[= ; Short 5 this in i the pt Yor of the Chriſtian, — 
although Caligula was killed in the year 41. No dependence 
ean be placed on the dates of events found in Short on Air, 

and 1 cannot vouch for their ON, where b anal : 
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Tue ; loſe of wwe reigr * — And he 
beginning of the' reign of Nero, 
34, were en ee ſimilar train of phenomena 

and ealamities. A comet is noted by Suetonius 
and Pliny about the year 54, the year in which 

Claudius Was poiſoned: Tacitus relates, that 


2 


A. D. 53 and 


people were alarmed by frequent ſhocks of earth- PR 


rene which demoliſhed many buildings, and 
great dearth of corn prevailed in Rome and 
Greece. Pliny records that three ſuns, by which 
are doubtleſs intended hals, or mock ſuns, ap- = 
peared the ſume year. Theſe were confidered by 
this ancients as wh ans. "Thx a aner common n 
1 beweg in — of res fr 613 ph: 
| wid Annal. lib. xii. 43. Plin. Nat. Hift. i. i, 51. 5 
3 in Claud. ee Au WITS | 


thou #29 not  recond- 
9 remarks, r 
ium magiſtrutum 'generi; pe mortem 
hich Many of all kinds of public officers 
died, me W e we E that Ron Bars was” 
 fiekly.” Dd an ek j LB 
'In the! wigs of Nero e this next peſ- 
tilential period. TWO. comets: are noted, one 
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= aodices was s overwhelmed by. 1 n earthquak 
In the year 68 occurred a moſt violent tempeſt 
in Hens which cer villages, trees, 
and grain; and a violent earthquake. At the 
ame time aged 3 a mort 2 in Roms, which 


0 number was marc groatey. . " Tecitas. remarks, 
that the houſes were filled with dead bodies, 

and the enn with funerals; neither age nor 
ſex was en 1 + dene 
| of weir wives and. chil 


mere theſe al 

lamity.“ 

As 1 at an Sian) omen 8 

contained more than a million of inhabitants, ſo 
es RO: than 30,000 peo 


of, ho: original 


Ar dr by the tranſcribe 


hiſtory. 
The earthquakes 0 of this «period were exper. 
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Fn by = peſtiferous wee ; diſcharged during 
the earthquake in Italy. e e 


Dion Caſſius relates, that at Foe Sies a moſt 
ormidable inundation laid waſte the nen, 1 


it not be onkel FEEL the ba, tem- 

t. Paul was ſhipwrecked on 
the iſland of Melita, now Malta, was in the 
r or e during os ns n 2 


* 
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Tacitus eee thay: tio viſible * eould 
be aflignet for che peſtilence of this period: 
** Nutta Cali intemperie qua occurreret occulis.” 
No remarkable ſeaſon had occurred, to which 


this eee, we eu be aſcribed. We ſhall find, 


W  fufficiently compye-: 
henſive of the operations of nature; and if the 


cauſe” nf plague could not be found very near þ: ; 


in time and place, they did not obſerve it. It is 
true, that an extraordinary feaſon does not al- 


ways precede or attend peſtilence, in a particu- 7 
lar place; but by extending our view of the 
ſubject to general cauſes, operat 


ting over whole 
quarters of the globe, and perhaps over the whole 
globe; and conſidering the cauſes as inviſible, 
- Gy Gn e ee — 


« — 
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4 ery ip unfold. e de ene i | 
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For authorities gelpeksing che laſt period of peſti- 
lence here noticed, ſee Tacitus An. lib. xv. 47, 


15.4 75. wy xvi. 13. Suet. in Nero. Seneca Nat. Queſt. 


vi. & vii. Baronius, vol. i. 620. Plin. Nat. 
Hiſt. lib. it. $3. Uſher's Annals, 892. Funct. 
Chron. Oroſ. lib. vii. Univerſ. Hit vol. | 

Auxiv. 139, gat * Hiſt. lib. ii. 957 . 
„ 


nee ace a earthquz ces vet 
pania under the Conſulſhip of Regulus and Vir- 


ginius, which, according to common chrono- 
logy, was in the 65th year of the Chriſtian era. 


The next peſtilential on of the moſt 
remarkable, in all the circum ml dy is re- 
corded in hiſtory. | 125 ” 

In the year 79 (ſome nn e, a year, in | 
but the difference is of no moment, as they agree 
in the order of the events related) juſt before the 


death of Veſpaſian, appeared a comet with a 
long coma, in the month of June. On the Iſt 


of November following, a moſt tremendous 
ebullition of fire and lava iſſued from Veſuvius, 
and laid waſte the neighbouring country. At 
the ſame time happened a violent earthquake, 
which buried the cities of Herculaneum and 
Pompeium; and ſo ſudden was the ſhock, that 
the people, who were ee a legs had not 


or rrrbrire bn be. mM. 


WARE 


I 4 is 4 


0 ful cataſtrophe was preceded | 

rumbling noiſes in the earth, and the earth | 
was heated to a great degree. Violent agita- 
tions of the ſea, thunder and lightning, 72105 
| announced $a Fr and ont of” 1 275 enn 
. . 
The drudibe laſted es FR Sul wht 

time ſuch immenſe quantities of aſhes 26s ſmoke 
were diſcharged, that day was turned into night, 
and the aſhes were driven by different winds to 
Rome, Syria, and Afra... N 
"The agitations of the earth and the ales 
were tremendous and frightful. Baronius re- 
marks, that ſome perſons ſuppoſed the world 
| would be reduced to chaos, or conſumed with 


fire. "FO e in the . as were der 7 


PR | 
This 0 of Arcane" fire was s pre- 


ceded by a ſevere drought in Italy. The next 


year, 80, was remarkable for a terrible inunda- 
tion in England; the Severn overflowing a large 
tract of mer ß and een nne of | 
. cattle. 
Theſe viokme effefts of beten fire were 


attended by one of the moſt fatal plagues re- 
corded in hiſtory. A remark of Dion is here 


very important. He ſays that the aſhes from . 


Veſuvius cauſed, at the time, only flight indi- 


poſitions or diſeaſes, but afterwards produced an 285 


e diſtemper.“ ” The remark is "TCO x 


- 89. nn 
5 ? 5 e >; | 


4 8 | ( 5. 
BD. in « aſeribing e. even en diſeaſes to aches; * a 
1 leads to a concluſion which is of moment. 


-Y light complaints which prevailed in the autumn 
| _ _ of the year of the eruption, compared with mo- 
E dern obſervations, appear to have been the pre- 


| | Curſors of the plague which broke out the next 
| year, . and, as authors aſſert, deftroyed, for ſome 


| _ time, 10,000 citizens of Rome in a day. The 
|. Tame year, while the Emperor Titus was view- 
ing the ruins in Campania, a fire broke out 
in the city, which al in on a + great number 
F e 
eee the PERS this addon Was a 
comet, dronght, flight diſeaſes, and an eruption 
_ of Veſuvius, with the earthquakes, the firſt year. 
In the ſecond appeared the RO, Moth wn. 
moſt malignant effects. 1 
5 In this eruption of n the firſt I) 5 
iin hiſtory, periſhed the elder Pliny, and the 
Egperor Titus fella nan to n . ur 
op his No | 
| Mlb ll Wied Victor. a Dion Caſſius. 
„5 "ThE | | e . Baronius An. vol. 7 7 en, 
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4 212 tho b a e | Ther lacue 

| is ſaid to have appeared in the North of England 
4 in 88; and in ral 15 > have pa e 

wein Sed 


DIAL) ol. he 207. 


& — 
% * 8 5 » 


y | 5 2 J * ; * + 4 x 
1 be ak l £09 # 3 . Fog 
8 * . 2 4 : n 
4 + % . * „ 5 * 
7 4 * z 1 
* 


b or eters visrAsrs. 103 


<a 44h 102a plague Is aid to have ariſes from 5 
. 8500 fiſh driven. on 1 925 1 have ws other 
Particulats, | Kea 5 
In tlie 5 ar 10% four cities ef Alla, two in 
0 N Greece, and three in Galatia, were overwhelmed 
by an earthquake. A comet is mentioned by 
Short in 109, but as 1 have not found the ori- 
ginal authority, I cannot depend on the accuracy 
of the chronology. It is probable that theſe 
Phenomena occurred within the ſame year; and 
there is the more reaſon to believe this, as different 


and reſpectable authors differ two or three years 0 


in the chrotiology of Roman hiſtory. The next 
event to be related is a remarkable instance of 
= the truth of this obſervation. 

Short mentions a plague in Wales ia 114, 
which deſtroyed 45,000 lives; but 1 have not : 
3 the hiſtory of the facts. : 
- In the reign of 3 the city of Aud m 
was almoſt totally demoliſhed by an earthquake. 
This Emperor was in the city at the time, and 
narrowly eſcaped. with his life. Some authors 
place this event in the year 114, others i in 115; | 
but Baronius has proved, by an ancient inferip- 
tion, that it happened under the Conſulate of 8 
F Vipſtanus Meſlala, and M. Virgilianus Pedo; 
which brings the event to the year, 117. a 
comet was viſible the ſame year. | 
"The earthquakes of this period were extremely 
1 ; many cities were overthrown, - moun- 
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25 tains 8 rivers vere dried up, and new fovn- 
28 tains appeared. ch bes: 
Aurelius Victor Sd to theſe e a great 
inundation of the Tiber, violent peſtilence, and 
1 Famine ;, ; but to which of the periods, the year 
107, or 117, he alludes, is not quite certaiu, 
4 though probably to the latter. Terr@ motus 
gravis per provincias multas, Ka Peftrientia, 
famefque et incendiq_fata ſunt.” 
+. To xemedy the danger from fire — earth-⸗ 
quakes, Trajan limited the hei ght of houſes in 
Rome to 60 feet, and for that regulation n a 
eld the title of ( Father of the Country, 
nne earthquake at Antioch was 4 —.— 
„ with fierce winds, 8 circumſtance not very 
„ common; it being more uſual that ſhocks of the 
+>. men happen during a perfect ſerenity and .tran- 
quillity of the here, en in Me ar 
| 1 volcanoes. | 


Aurel. Vigor, | Ppit. Trajan. Dion Calis Burnin 
Vol. wu. 55. Echard's Roman Hiſt. vol. ii. 276. 


— —— Ciao to atten er 
—— ER hong — 
* 
0 


— egg 

— — — 
. TPO ers 6 
* > 


— — —e— — > 
— —  —— —— 
oe 

- 


— 
—.— 


1 


* = ten Ct 
AJ” 


"ng the time that Trajan w was i. war 
on the Agorini, a people of Arabia which had 
: revolted from the Roman government, flies in 


| myriads appeared, and covered every veſſel and 
utenſil, ſo that the Emperor was compelled — 

abandon the expedition. This was near the time 
of the e which deſtroyed Antioch. j 


"#3 Fo 2310 


* 5 24 ii. 54. Magd. ge Cent. bs, I 13. 


15 5 * "Xp 1; FEAT | 
I 1 3 
& #64 ; * 4 : * 
7 * 2 * — 


r F - "This 
3 b 4 4 j 
CES roi + | % 5 4 : 
4 * 9 8 5 « S 
1 
* 


” or EPIDENIC. DISEASES, | : 105 


This fact ought not. to be omitted, as the go 
neration of innumerable inſects is one of the 
phenomena which generally attend a great peſti - 

lence, The fame ſeaſon was marked by terrible 
ſtorms of wind, rain, and hailſtones of unuſus] 1 


ſue. OT. 


The winter e chat in ka 3 
was deſtroyed, was ſo tempeſt uous, and the Tigris 
ſo ſyelled by deluges of rain, that Trajan's army 7 


ſuffered extreme hardſhips and Brat ll, in 
1 expedition into Aſſyria. 


Under the year 115, 1 find 33 a lud. 


den and violent inundation of the Severn in Eng- 


land, which drowned people in their beds, and 

| deſtroyed 5000 head of cattle. Perhaps philo- 
. ſophy will place this event under the year of the 
5 earthquake at Antioch, whichever. Ys be the JE 


true year, 115 or 117. 


Am the chronological tables, a great S ; 
in China is mentioned under the year 1 14, the 


year of the plague in Wales. _ 


Under the Emperor Adrian, ſay the « ee e 15 
of the Magdeburgh Hiſtory, from Euſebius, the, 


greateſt part of Nicomedia and Nicca was oyer- 


thrown by earthquakes; and not long after, . 


Nicopolis and Ceſaria were totally overwhelmed.” 


Functius aſſigns the fate of N icomedia to the | 


year, 121, and that of N icopolis to 129. By 
another writer is noted a comet in e and a 
Da in Scotland. 


a e 


. ; 
706 4A BRIEF nretory | 
In 137 en bet Wee ' by the 


| plague.” In this year, or the ſubſequent one, the . 
Thames Was almoſt dry. "Th plague again n ade : 
great havoc in Scotland in 146. An eruption 
of fire from Lipari happened in 1444. 
In the year 153, happened a ſevere winter or 
05 months, which covered the Thames and all 
rivers me 45 + ed 
l the reign 67 Abit Pius, * b. 154, 
| eme an earthquake, which proſtrated ſome 
towns in Afia and Rhodes. A comet appeared 
nearly at the ſame time, and a peſtilence in n. | 
| bas 1, a with an inundation of the Tiber. | 
17 Capitalinus, Magd. Cent. ii d 1 13. ps 
| vol. 5 & a 235 2 5 
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ie ig rand fatal peſtilence in the 
reign of Marcus Aurelius Antoninus and Lucius 
Ver we have many accounts. It appeared 
in Rome in 167, but its origin was in Afia, a year 
or two earlier. Ammianus eres the phi- 
 Tofophic ſoldier, relates that this plague originated 
from the foul air of a ſmall box or cheſt, which 
à Roman ſoldier had opened, in ſearch of plun- 
der, after the taking of Selucia. Julius Capito- 
linus mentions the N fact, on the authority of 
mere vulgar report or tradition. ow Et nata fertur 
pPeęſtilentia in Babylonia, ubi de templo Appollonis 
4 5 arcula aurea, "mn miles 1 inciderat, hi- 
. bead 
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: compleſſ.” J 
"th Marat ee particulz unt 
of this event. Milites funum ſerutantes, inve- 
nere foramen anguſtum, quo reſerato, ut pretigſum 
aliguid invenirent, em adyto quodam concluſo a 
Chaldæorum arcanis, labes primordalis een, 
que in ſanubilium vi concepta morborum, ęjisſdem 
Feri et Marci Antonini temporibus, ab ipfis Penſa- 
vum ſinibus, aduſque Rhenum, et mn cundla_ 
contagiis polluebat et mortibus.” oo 
That a cloſe: box, or other Santis 1 
Which might have been ſhut for ages, ſhould con- 
tain a peſtiferous vapour which might deſtroy the 
life of the man that firſt opened it, is not only 
poſſible, but very probable. But that this tri- 


fling quantity of noxious air ſhould be ſufficient 


to generate a univerſal peſtilence from the con- 
ines of Perſia to Gaul, is a vulgar —_ pre- 
eiſely reſembling the modern opinion, that the 
plague is eee . A e to country in 


on of goods. OY 
Ihe hiſtorian a 3 Wy Mie cots 


to Rome, and Chg ſecum deferre videretur,” 
feemed to carry the plague with him. But the. 
| Romans paſſed only from Seleucia to Rome; 
# whereas the plague raged over the whole earth; 
ſo that the diſeaſe muſt have originated in othir 
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A fully eee fa ns ect, with: 
the Temple of Apollo in Seleucia. © Th 
the elements was deranged, ms, nature every | 
where agitated. An inundation of the Tiber, at 

Nome, laid all the low grounds, and a part of the 
_ eity under water, ſweeping away people, build- 
ings, and cattle, and defolating the fields. Fa- 
mine and earthquakes marked the ſame period. 


_ caterpillars and other inſets over-ran . n 
he devoured vegetation. | 


.. 


7 ponding with theſe ſymptoms of derangement in 
ES dhe elements. In Rome, at one time, it is 
related, that the mortality extended to ten thou- 
ſand perſons in a dav. Its preciſe duration 1 


continued for a number of years in the midſt 
- 91 ce appeared a comet, about the year 169. 


The air became inſalubrious, and myriads of 


The peſtilence was violent and Mate, come | 


do not find to be ſpecified by hiſtorians; but it 


See Am. Marcellinus, hb. xxiti. and Julius Capi- 


4.7 4 PE tolinus in Vero. Aug. Hiſt. 580. Hiſt. of Em- 


Mk — 


perors by Pedro Mexia, N Echard's Rom. 
Hist. vol. ii. 31 > 93 327 whois more e correct chan 
* Gibbon. * iter fs 
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and no n eſs that the patients had a 
. | . 1 | | "0" 


It is proper here to notice a paſſage it 61's! 
Hiſtory, vol. i. chap: fi. which deſcribes, as 
halcyon days, the period of the world in which 
this calamity occurred. The following are tis 

words. If a man were called upon to fix the 

period in the hiſtory of the world, during — ; 
the condition of the human race was moſt happy 

and nog Ho wont en e 7 


0 from they year 96 k to 180. eee e 
It is certain, that, at RO Gs the WEE) f 
1 ee was in its glory, and governed by a ara 
of able and virtuous Princes, who mad | 
pineſs of their ſubjects their principal objekt. K is j 
the colouring given to the happineſs of this pe- 
riod, is für too brilliant. The ſucceſs of armies; 
and the extent of empire, do not conſtitute, 
excluſively, the happineſs of nations; and no 
hiſtorian has a title to the character of fidelity, 
who does not comprehend, in his general deſerip- 
tion of the ſtate of mankind, due . A 
as well as political evils. 5 
During the period eee 1 G bas not 
only Antioch, with the loſs of moſt of its inha- 
bitants, amounting probably to more than 
100, 000, but thirteen other cities, were demo- 
liſhed by earthquakes.” In the famous revolt of 
%% . 
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Jecto quaſe uno lapſu ruifſent, omnia ft 


_ tary e War r: 
ricum, in Italy, and in Caul. age weg 
| with "ag atone: of -. ky 


and 580, 0 | wen loſt their ce afar 
liſcaſe; and ah fword. The reign of the Anto- 
nines Was ditinguithed for multif rious and 


be given in 3 own. 
aking of the Emperc HSE 


Quippe ab armis nuſquam quies 600 ak on- 


nem mem Llyricum, 1taliam, Galliamque 


bella fervebhant. Terre motus non fine interitu 
crottatum. ee eee Auminum, lues crebre 
locuſieerum. ſpecies agris inſęſtæ, prorſu: 


nihil, quo ſummis angoribus alteri 3 ſent 


dici ſeu eh ag _— non illo imper 
nn 


A | Epic th Lives ofthe ec. 


406: © Uvleſ 1 M. NOOR had RI ee, 2 | 
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5 that junQure, the empire would have fallen into 


ſpeedy: ruin: for there was no reſpite from mili- 
2d in the eaſt, in Illy- 
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to continual w wars, to) wax 'S 

_ infects, and to a ſeries of plagu 
ſtroyed, probably, one 

of the globe; and when the Roman empi 
upon the brink of ruin? And | 

be el 


0 ae 


In the year 173 a u, bubu k. in mths R 
man, a, 


ation Jy the plague before e It 1 v 


Ro ie in . and 178. eh rd 


„ . 
5 5 5 
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A ſevere N in 175; . famine in 63 


England, where the ſnow COVEIPE the 9 for 


5 thirteen weeks. 


to hs ravages of 


fourth of the inhabitants pl 


Gs eemed as an hieran, who; audi. = th 
flowers of rhetoric for ſabex truth, 


fact to embelliſhment? it. | by hs 


mies, which threatened them with exter- © 


mination... This appears to have been a continu- N 


Nagy 


In 181 a comet was vifible, and in 182 S 5 


was almoſt ruined by an e The Hague | 


| Jap 


prevailed it in Rome in 183. 
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bu reaſon of the great concourſ 


withy among en ad clttle was! great.” 
Emperor, by advice of certain phyſicians, 3 
to Laurentum, on account of 
Place, which was ſhaded with laurels, from which 


ſev: ointments, 995 onf erfumes, 
for, in popular opinion, they occupy: the RI 
of the ſenſes with theſe odours, and ſhut out the 
corrupt air; or, if they do not wholly exclude 
it, they overpower its influence by ſuperior 
force. But theſe things did not check the pro- 
greſs of the n and 1 men and one continued 
to i : 


| purchaſe of. him at an advanced 


* 


25 R privy HI uy 


3 lich was felt alſo i 


ugh with leſs mortality Aa in the city. 


5 eee gives the following account of ö 


A great peſtilence raged throughout Ital. 
= that time, but with moſt violence i in the city, 


of if ene aſ- 
1 — 8 . 


he coolneſs of the 


circumſtance it derived its name. It was ſup- 


; poſed alſo that the efftuvia from the laurels acted 


Eh One The og in the city alſo, by ad- 


ed their noſes and ears WHT 
on ntly uſed perfumes, 


The 1 ibaa. in Mes to 50 000 in * ; 


day, for a conſiderable time. A famine prevailed 
at the ſame time, and hiſtorians aſcribe it to 
G6 leander, the miniſter of Commod us, _ had 


tied the cm to-odniper:the; we 


d price. : Dion 
a _ Caſſius, 


* ” 


dee we may ne Kot aue ere ae rt : 
we read of a plague of great extent and violence 
in any 8 the date of a ar- 


i wee. greater. Hiſtorians 
the peſtilence, ee the 
: violence; but ne 


20 plague, 1 with t, ever yet 7 
infeſted a particular eit; or country; without 


e ene s ifipeſtilnes as prevailing in 
parti den ee We are to confides: ef the opidemie | 


; | and d cars eee — 4 eee, Fj in park 
i EE ſubſiſtsat-this a — ee expe rienor 


it It a Ss een 4 © Si 
peared at this period, or other fingularheas 
| bao array He oj . — 

* — nen aire 1 penſe en 5 
5 | | - bantur,” 5 
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day ti dive are it is well known, that many of the 


Seneca, and Pliny, who have diſcuſſed and ref 
thoſe opinions. See alſo: Lan 
tions the com 


Herodian, deſerves notice. He ſays, that animals 


an extraordina 


Mr MG: tum membris haud quaqu« 
gruentibus  edibantur.” This fact the wri 
ranges under the head of prodigies; but nume- 
rous modern obſervations confirm the ee 

the hiſtorian. In many plagues, to be hereaftc 
Ky me ntioned, myriads of unuſual animals hw 


e n ate 
the eyes of every man of ſcience in well atteſted 
oufly peſtilential ſtate of the elemen 


muacing all the plagues of the ear 
| 7 N little ſpots i in Egypt and the 
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mets are ſometimes ;vifible- in . 


ancients conſidered them as meteors floating in 


omet; and unuſual darkneſs at this 
period. Another | circumſtance, mentioned by 


at this time grew out of their uſual ſize, aſſuming 
y figure, and diſproportioned in 
"_ parts.  Preterea animalia, genus omne 

ume ſuam naturam ſervantia, cum eee cor- 


red, and many common animals and inſects 
grown'to an unuſual ſize. With this fact, 
1d ing peſtilence, and before 


accounts; a fact that demonſtrates a prodigi- 
philoſophers, phyſicians, and m. have been 
th to one or 
amen This 

bins. with is e, ne, +0 n and 


indicates” by an a 
5 „ 0 


| Speaking of the burning of a te ome; 
he fays, there had been no ſtorm or c, 
but a ſmiall earthquake precetled the cbnflagra- 
tion :“ and fe inſinuates that the building might 
have bh 
| quake: es Tott; * e e 


haken by anearthquake, 0 019 


comet aber in the ſame year. In 214 there : 
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the night, 5 by ar OO on fire i in che _— : 
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In 193, ne bu in Engtuid, was fey 


revailed in L 


was à moſt dreadful inundation of the river 
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Here is probably a miſtake in chronology of at. | 
| leaſt two years or, e difference betwe 
different authorities. Euſebius, the 
Biſhop of Ceſaria, places he 
ears earlier than the common, or Diohyfian 


Trent, in England, which ſpread over twenty 5 - 
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of country, and deſtroyed many lives: 


leart wn 
birth of Elty iſt two 


chronology. Many authots follow one mode of 
inputing time, and many the other: and with⸗ 
ut the original authors, and ctoſe attention to 


their mode of reckoning time, it is not poſſible to 


andi unuſual ſwelling of the oeean, within A year | 


reconcile theſe differences. The uniform influ- 
hee of comets; in producing violent te | 


may aſſiſt" in correing ancient chronology... | 
fevers fro of 105 eee i related to have aa p „ | 
pened in England in 220. , 
There was a ets; * Taced is bas; 
218, anda peſtilence in Scotland in 222 deſtroyed 
> 0, 090: Hves. In 233, a. comet is noted, but 1 
finck no other Wannen mentioned about this 
time, except a great death of fiſh in 231, multi- 
tudes of which were waſhed alhore on an, „ 
aud an earthquake n= Wakes / ˙ . 
In the reign of the Emperor ian, about 
e wk, the: was agi 


vious: rind of as Na! in 9 
4 which laid under water many thouſand 
acres of land, which are ſaid not yet to be reco- 
tered, A ſeuere winter is mentioned in 242. 
5 We have now arri ved to one of the moſt ts 
mitous eee neee in hiſtory—a. period of 
which commenced about the 
| year 250; Dsl i in the reign, of the Emperor 
Deius, and continued. fifteen or twenty years, 
through the adminiſtration of Gal 5, and Voluſ- 
| fan; Valerian and Gallunus. Thi / period: was 
uſperetl in by: a. comet in 259, che winter of 
| which, in England, was ſo ſevere, that the 
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e Fenk is noted under the 1 2 be: +: a” 
| Earthejuake in” Cornwall in 254,” © Bronte 
Tue plague appe ars to have . 
Rome, at two different times during chis pe 100, - 
10% in his years 252 arid 262 or 3, ithidilig'the 
| 0 = OT andſucceeditig eath''of theſe peri- 
ods. Tt reached the northern parts of Europe; 
aric 1 266, Scotland had ae war peopl 
Ho to _—_— the dead. 1 15 
Egypt, and ſpread her all the p ovinees of 
Roman empire; which, fays Zonaras, were excef- 
, fively exhauſtetl by its deſtructive ravages.” Zoſ. 
mus, after deſcribing the devaſtation occaſi- 
* ont” by che eruption of the Scythians, ſays, 
Lues etium peftilens i in oppidis atque vicis ub. 
 Feeuta,  quitquid erat” huniani” generis reliquitith | 
abſumpjit.” The plague in towns and villages 
followed the Seythians, and devoured that part 
of the human race which the barbartans Had 1 
ſpared!" TTY a 
bi W Toetbnts an the pe Ailetice ok PIE "Re 
orbis fittavit,” deſolated or disfigured the face 
of the Whole earth. In the reign of Gallienus 
50000 citizens of Rome periſhed daily, it 262, 
or the following year, a portion of this per 
moſt diſtinguithed for convulſions of the e 
This latter period was marked by deſtructivo : 
earthquakes in Rome, Syria, and os co 
E 1 In ſome places the earth ope 
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earthquakes hook Italy, Aſia, and Africa. 
many days (ſome authors ſay three days) there 
was an unuſual or pr cternatural . darkneſs, 
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and a hollow rumbling noiſe in the earth, which 
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opened in many places; many cities in Aſſa 
were overwhelmed, and others loſt in the ocean. 
| Peſtilence followed, W. He the)! 
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n the Univerſd Higory, Its is ad Kae — 
Plague ravaged Capadocia and all Afia Minor, 
and was followed by e earthquakes, and 
A great comet or meteor. Oroſius remarks, that 
£, Nulla fere eren Ronan, nulla civitas, 
| nulla domus uit, que non ilia generali peſtitentia 
1 Correpta, atque Mata. Scarceſy was there a 
Province of the empire, a eity, or a popes + 

Was not attacked and deſolated. 8 
| This ; paſſage is worthy of 1 for! it vill — 
after appear, that although the plague f 18 uſually | 
| Hmited to cities, where power ful, artificial or local 
cauſes aid the general contagion, yet; in ſome 
01 inſtances, the general ſtate of the .atmoſphere 
has been ſo peſtilential, as to produce. plague-on 
4 the moſt elevated hills and ſalubrious places, in 
| detached villages and houſes, : without the lea} 

| "communication with the ſick and infected. 
Sibbon, chap. X. has calculated. that | <A 
<4 moiety of the human ſpecies” fell a ot to this 
| pints! Es EI ade io e 
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. N uncommonly impure. The deſcription of it by... 

= == a in a philoſophical view, deſerves no- 2 

e.' '** Quando, inquit aer iſte pravis undigue e 

15 „ tarbatus ſerenus reddetur ? Tulen, 
enim er terra ra fumigationibus, e mari venti e flumi 

us dure, eportubus exhalationes ſpirant, ut ve. 
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; or ee like 42 e OR from Rus: 8 . 


e to vapor bi e pi, rivers e the earth. 
The account is analogous to what is related of 
other peſtilential periods, and the fact denotes an 
utter derangement in che healthful qualities of. 

air and water. Cedrenus compares this dew to 
the gore of dead en 5 Ras ſiniei morrus- 

2 rum fimilis apparebat.” Page 211. 1 

In the Traité de la Pefe, I find the following 1 
| deſcription of the ſymptoms of this malady, from 

St. Cyprian: Dejection of mind, exhauſtion of 
ſtrength, inceſſant in voluntary evacuations, as 
Ii certain FR violent fever of the bowels, 
tre . meyth 
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115 cauſes, will often induce fever, 3 | 
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5a 0 ix do not 3 > 


5 except. 5 8 5 ray Preraende of bh mille 


ſtate of air. $ There, T 


tion in the boch, or an imbecility in . powers 
of animal life, pr eviouſly induced, or She 80 . 


preſſure of grief will never: occaſion a 
But at the time when general — bn, Ian 


paired - the. vigour of the animal -/prineiples; 


nne mort: 1005 okmdintsc 
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e particular notice, are, abe intro⸗- 

Auction of. the,period by a comet, arid aw-erups 

tion of Etna the agitations of the earth by. 

 fubterrancan fire—the preternatural darkneſs of 
| . a phenomenon: not unuſual at fuch 
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e was an eruption of Veſavins.” At the 
ne me ſevere” imine ra rage agel in England 


ver the world: © Fames ingens fer totum oriem 
„ 8. Zofimus. 1997 a6 ee Bas 1 
1 pföper Bere t8 nötite A Maste 
ated Westens . b U | 
Prophecies, on the fixth chapter of Ren 
ions, in Which he Hh "a "the"! reign "of 
Prins allo, there was a gre ct kimi © though: | 
out he! world Lan ufüdl 
is peſtle.” Ti peta 
3 ing from Longs * . allug and 
Volufliat"wre Pilietrs, pervated a 95 Ko- 
man provinces for fifteen years. n Hut Probus 
gu in the Fear” 276, whereas the 
zke out in Ethiopla under Decius or : 
Gallus and Voltflian, about A. D. 232, accord- 
| ing to Zonaras, but, according to x authors, 
two or three years earlier.” her fore. the  peſti- : 


6 nee under a could not be conſequence 5 
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of Newton = moan are uſeful ii 5 
the common notion, that plague is uſually occa- 

honed by famine. The idea is probably unphi- 
loſophical, but is certainly contrary to fact. 
_ Famine often goes before the plague, and as often 
| follows it. But ſome of the moſt diſaſtrous peri- 
_ ods of the plague have originated during the 
greatet abundance of proviſions. Such was the 
fact in England, in 448, and in 1347, as will be 
hereafter related. The great error of hiſtorians 
and phyſicians has been, that obſerving famine 
and peſtilence often contemporary, and the cauſe 
of the plague not being nene to the ſenſes, 
they have taken famine to be the ane 15 

whereas it will appear, on careful inve „ 
that famine is an effect of the ſome: cauſe which 
produces the plague among men. The dearth 
of proviſions during this formidable epidemic, i is 
the effect, of a peſiilence in vegetation, that is, a 
failure in the principles of vegetable life, which 
proceeds from the ſame derangement of the ſea- 
Tons, or defect in the properties of air and 
water, which cauſes the plague among men, 
Famine often augments peſtilence, and modifies 
the ſymptoms of the diſeaſe; but in a healthy 
ſtate of the elements of life, air, and water, 
famine will not Rao. the plague. This may . 
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I cannot help 
| Mr. Gibbon, on the calamities of this period. 


Our habits of thinking ſo) fondly connect the 
1e univerſe witli the fate of man, that. 

n tory has been decorated 
dations, earthquakes, uncommon me- 
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ors, preternatural darkneſs, and a crowd 
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corations as this author, we might well have wud > 


counts: of unuſual. occurrence 
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ſuch reflections c on the n edible hiſtorians, 
he would have found ſim ilar phenomena to have 


attended the ee (peſtilence) in every | 


0 "m_ deen NETIOA | to'the preſent,” and ve 


Hle goes on to 3 chm « Mw] is calmed 
alot followed by epidemic diſeaſes.” This 
point will be afterwards conſidered. He ſays, - 
a that the plague, at 2 period, «raged 

from 
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W, it ſeldom raged more thee fix or dats 
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n were ine eros Pais for. he 1a 
decoration. They are not authorized by the Ori 


ginal writers, and cannot poſſibly be true, for an 


uninterrupted plague: in a band 1 would 


in the fame pace, at one time! It ſeized this ; 
town one year, and that; the next, as we bſer 

in modern times, through the whole period. 
The more I examine the original writers, how 
whom Gibbon derived his materials, the leſs con · 
fidence I place in his rep eſenta 
He appears to be 10 artial 


FOE ie 1 N | 11 | 
cial philoſopher. / 1.30 * „ 


In 280 a comet; ke os 888 u earth quske „ 


4 1 
2 
©» 


comet; and in 290 the winter in England was 
very ſevere all the rivers being cloſed for fix 
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a in 200-5 1.810. In the year 311 the 
uſual rains of winter failed iu Italy; famine fol- 
lowed, and then peſtilence. -Baronius, vol. iii. 
P- 69, deſeribes it as a new” diſeafs of foreign 
origin, which, in 'conf quence of exceſſive heat, 
produced the anthrax, or carbuncle, over the 
whole body, which expoſed the patient to morti- 
fication. It fell upon the eyes with great ſeve- 
rity, rendered many perſons blind, 2 deſtroyed 
the lives of great multitudes of all ages. The 
reader will remark that this diſtemper was not of 
domęſtic origin. ae Are 
all evils to foreign ſources. oe r 
It is related that chen. about this x pak I, 
Med a drought of thurty- rs, in conſe 
quence of which it Was ne: liſp +1 5 
the chronologieal tables 1 find * famine men- 
dane to have Nee ee n gland 


A eomet is 


8 : 


mine in Britain in $25. e 


In the year” 335, 3 
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the death of Conſtantine 1 the Great, een : 


held it to be the omen of that event. 


In 336 Syria and Cilicia were laid e the : 
+) pi wits. There was an ere | 
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hy 19 5 not 3 any particular account of ; 
the duration or extent of this calamity. But it 
appears that this period, like that in the time of - 


| Thucydides, was followed by moſt deſtructive i 
earthquakes in 340, Which overwhelmed . or 


5 injured many cities of the Faß. 


marked this period i in 339. | 
3 155 Os © Baron, vol-i il. .p. 536. 


n / Grow of fiſtorn ORs depth in a Bngkand, . 


f recorded under the year 341. 01 
In 338 happened a moſt tremendous . of. 


am earthquake, which buried in ruins he greateſt 
part of Nicomedia. The ſhock happened ſoon 


after day break in the morning, 11th Kal. Sept. 


and was preceded by a collection of vapour or 
clouds that covered the city with impenetrable | 


larleneſs, ſo that the eye could not diſcern the 


| neareſt 0 __ This was ſoon fuce eeded by 
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Authors uw that 1 earthquake levelled 
one hundred and ſiſty cities. 

Short, indeed, was che reſpite 1 Aſia” 
Ming enjoyed. In 862, the remains of Nico- 
media were deſtroyed, SANT of Nice was over- 
turned, Jeruſalem was ſhaken, and other parts of 
the world did not eſcape. This is the year alſo 
in which Julian attempted to rebuild Jeruſalem, 
| when fire burſting from the earth, deſtroyed the 

: works, and rendered the place inacceſſible. This 
event has been aſcribed to a preternatural influ- 
ence; but is a common phenomenon in Italy, 
Afia Minor, andi in all countries ſubje& to earth. 
quakes; and as it happened when the neigh- 

bouring countries. were laid waſte by: the explo · 

ſions of ſubterranean fire, there is no neceſſity 
>” for reſorting t to ere e to account 

ee ati ene of het earth, the ſea 
puts left its bed a highway for paſſenge 
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7 uſt befots” the death bf Vuleitinian ; ap- | 
peared a comet, in the year 375. Zoſimus men- 
tions a hard winter at that time, extending to 
an unuſual length. Another author mentions a 
ſevere drought about the ſame time.. Ctete, 
Peloponneſus, and Greece, in general, were agl- 
tated by earthquakes, and ſome towns were de- 
molimed. * In Wales 45,000 died of the plague. 
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man, in this ſingular period. He declares that 
© almoſt all Europe periſhed.” «© Paſa de det 
c Europe,” and no ſmall part of e e e , 
Wucerb. tb. xili. ca. 6 and 36. Baron. vol. v. 50% 
. 196, 294. Toſimus, lib. 83. Latte. . 
OILY e e 
n Picea? OY 
10 ene comet, in 419 ee e 
of Aſia were overturni Wannen and in 
420 there was an eruption of Etua. There was 
alſo an inundation of the ſes in Hampſhire; in 
England; in 419. Famine and peſtiletice pre- 
 vailed alſo in this period. A great ſtorm of hail 
1 eee ne S "GE don "OR 
{now, | 
- The, next period of era W com- 
mended in the reign of Theodoſius the younger, 
about the year 445,_or a year or two earlier. 4 


comet in 442 uſhered in a ſevere Winter; in 433 
the ſnow. fell to ſuch a depth, and eontinued ſo 


2 in Illyricum, that multitudes of men, wo- 


dag the —— — e 2: 
. Oe” 


3 To 4 445 $ Ge ns nnd plague diſtreſſed Con- 
g —— 0 — alt: . 
bf the world. II 446, September 17, 0 
à tremendous earthquake, which 
mou ag of the 1 of — 


5 unremittingly for bx a and, extended. to 
2 great part of the globe. Many cities were 
overthrown; the rarth in ſome places was thrown 


into large hills, in others it opened and ſwal- 


loved'up whole towns. Iflands —— wed. 

gt xk in deere any tow 1 a zding, lef 
|  fount ear ad this violent 

43 cs off the elements periſhed innumera- 
bie multitudes of fiſh, ei l S! ia | 
The peſtilenee attending, and which rarely + 
fails to e ſuch agitations of the earth, was 
[1 Ek: and af ſeveral "years duration. * = 
ague in England was worte 


5 448 0 9, itcarivd efincredible 
— -of eee ſo that the living could 

ae bury the dead. And it mult nat be 

1 that the Plague was ure by: the 


| alle wa OY 
1 e : 


. en ub. AX. pct Þ Beda Ee. Hilt, $84 54. 
Baronius, vol. vi. p. 30, 36, 37. 38. Eebard, 


. 5 1 Ita. 3317 Magdeb. cent. 5. ca. 13, 
N Tixs | 
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An important, circumſtauce here. ours. Sth k 
446 the Picts and Scots had overrun and deſo- 
lated England, ſo as to occafion a dearth of pro- 
viſions. But this famine produced no peſtilenee. 
It is particularly x noticed by the hiſtorian, that 
_ the: plague did not occur till a year of great 
plenty had 8 This 1s one ſtrong 
proof, among others, that famine is not the 
cauſe of plague, but often beg and 
ſometimes ineréaſes the diſeaſe. It often 
nappens tlat, during extraordinary agitations 
of the earth, the elements of Vegetable: life 
appear to be defective. The ſame aſe Which 
affects human health, ſeems to prevent the 
7 growth, or vitiatet the pabulum of vegetables. ih 


7 A 1 % ; 2 : 

8 ee deſcriptions are ſeldom correct. I have already 
taken notice of the miſtakes committed by Newton and 
Gibbon, whoſe general deſcriptions lead, in the inftances 
mentioned. to falſe 'conclufions. A ſimilar miſtake occurs 
in Henry's excellent Hiſtory of Britain, vol. i. ch. 1. con- 
cerning the calamities of the Britons, in the period under 


Wt conſideration, The author ſays, < the neglect of. agricul- 
ttre naturally produced a famine, which was followed by a 


peſtilence.” . Thefe facts are not correctly ſtated. The in- 
ceurſions of the Picts and Scots had occaſioned the neglect of 
Culture and a famine; but this famine was followed by plen - 
tiful crops, which were ſucceeded by peſtilence, 


PRA 
n 


The cloſe of this: "IO was 1 diſ- 
1 8 in Italy, Phrygia, Cappadocia, and 
| Galatia, where the famine compelled parents to 
8 devour their own children. The peſtilenes 
made great havoc. at the ſame time, and na 
remedy or alleviation could be found. The 
body was univerſally inflamed and covered 6 4 

tumors. The diſeaſe deſtroyed the eyes; 


cough mm ay deen e ended life on 
the third 4628 8 be 95 


een. Bb.: Ve ca. 160. 


5 bis 6 was in the * of the adminiſtra, 3 
tion of the Emperor Merciag, which com- 
menced in 450, in which year another comet. - 
was diſplayed in the heavens, and a fngular 
light or flame; a ſevere drought, © ingens 
_feccitas,” afflicted the earth, and the calamities of 
1 this period continued for ſeveral Sears. 2 
_ Tt muſt be remarked here that Functius has 
= placed this comet, and the beginning of Mar- 
2” cian's reign, in 454, Such differences in chro- 
nology cannot fail to embarraſs an enquiry like . 
the preſent, the reſults of Which e much | 
on correttnels | af dates. TG 15 
| Nicephorus and 1 give a. ane 155 
account of an earthquake which laid great, part 
PE: Antioch'i in ruins, in the ſecond , .year of the 
5 Emperor Leo, which was A. D. 458. A comet 
* _ under the 2 889815 8 your.” But 1 


oy” X.. 


EF 8 
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| fy further, that this event took place 347 
complete years after the deſtruction of the city, | 
in the reign of Trajan, which was in 117. Now, 
347 years added to this number, hos "_ 
5 e 1 7 


1 ene en en a 1 0. ws. ub ie 


comet, Whether —— — 
was in 468, or 464, the extent of the ſhock, 
through Thrace, Helleſpont, and the Grecian 


illes, togerhet with delüges of rain which are 5 . 


ſaid to have ſwept away whole towns in Bithy- 
nia, leave no room to queſtion the e ae | 
of © comet at or near the time. 


. Byzanting Hit yol. 1 Evag- lib. it 4, 


1 . . 
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This latter period w. was diſtinguiſhed for. peſt» 
lence, which raged in Rome about the acceſſion 
of Anthenius to the empire, and, according to 

Baronius, in the year 467. Vol. vi. 281. 

In the following year a number of houſes 
were overthrown by an earthquake at Vienna, 
Of the extent and duration of the peſtilence, 1 


have no particular deſcriptian. A great eruption 


| of Veſuvius is mentioned in 472, and a ſevere = 
winter of four months duration in 473, witk 


| FORO: The ee in Rome. 88 50 


0 nge e by a an n wache v 
of 480, or the! en 18 year, another comet 
was viſible; or probably two years ten hs 
. 484 decurreud 4 drought, -molt terrible and e 
unn net a vine nor an olive branch retained 


e—the earth was Ae deſolate, and 
ume Five. "5 Africa 


5 event band an attendin ng TOY n UE - 


8 EP : 20 2 1 © 
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aronius Op is 3 ake a 
nople i in 477, but others Satans in 480, were 1 
is moſt probably correct. 
. © chronology, of different authors, who relate the 5 


2 
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events. of the ear ly ages, is ſeldom leſs than alk 


three, or four yes us. The PIO infeſl 
an. f by «2: taps 
In 494, 3 overturned Laodicea 
Hierapolis, ani Tripoly. ernst to Tae 
, this event was in 496. 7:1 REO 
28654 7.38. 2064 eee . ca. 13. 
Fm! 1 1 welt So noaltond. fab onde Jap 3 
13 In 499 appeared a comet, which n 504 
© | followed, by an earthquake, which, ;deſtroyed 
Neoleſſarea, in, Pontus, and, n ;eraption,.of 
Vieſuxins laid waſte all the adjacent country, 


| * Tonaras, lib. 3. Baron. vol. vi. . 541- Mogdeburgh 
| cent. vi. ca. 13. p. 789. 7 


A comet. 


The difference in the 


F 
A 5073/'But 1 Wwe no mcbouny wiv 
calamity attending either of theſe ph PETE LM 
except a es ee N men "ad cattle in 
Scotland ir ee e eee 88 
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a c * — Ane — . 
Aa ſeries of earthquakes demoliſhed twenty-four- 


s caſtles, divided unte t in W wager 


wehe in breadth. £46k 7 


"py 5 
W 2 1 2 8 Fa 
my? 3 * Y 24 £425 "AE 'F is ; I . 5 


"ogy 519 two cities} in Ciel were Gerthrown ; * ES 


Edita was inundated, and part pf, its buildings 0 LY 
and inhabitants overwhelmed. | ne 


Wwe = 
2 1 7 \ 


3 Zonargs, tom. i uw. . Magd. © cent. . . 701. | 


f ag baer this wc at Edita 5 in 
the following period, after the deſtruction o ß 
Antioch; and, as the hiſtorians do not „ = 5 
ſpecify the year in Which a particular event took 
palace, I am inclined to believe the account hat 
Evagrius, lib. iv. ea S. 
In the ſeventh year of the W J Allis, 
A. D. 285 appeared a comet; and the ſame 
| _ Antioch was again overwhelmed in ruin by 
an earthquake.” "None" authors relate that 


* 


among t eee the bien This event 
mened on the eee about twelvfe 
| A conflagration ene aa 4 on. | 
r wh was left of the city./: e 

In the ſame ſhocks, D. p yrrachium, no 
wp the eee hos high antiquity, 
boy e and other cities, were greatly injured. | : 

ede, vol. vii. 109, 110, 111, 18 778 vii. 
by FO OR lib. iv. TRIS . ; 

MP Ph Root on et ik P 
A ſeve wintct-bappened Mill gears 
5 528 Antioch was nan ſhaken, and Mete | 
15 derable injury. An inundation of the 
. Humber in laid, is noted about this time. 
In 581 appeared the reſplendent comet, whoſe 
revolution is fixed at 575 years, ſuppoſed to be 
__ _the-fame which was viſible: in the year beforę 

_ Chriſt 44, after the death of Julius Cæſar. This 
was the fiſulr year” 'of the reign of Juſtinian. . | 
mine and light plague prevailed in Wales, 

At this period Gibbon commences his lively, Z 
Z bus 'unphiloſophical deſcription of the formida- 
5 2 deſtructive calamities which aſflicted af 39 


Not long aten he PR 1 thibvomr in | 
531, the ſun afſumed = pale colour, and one 
e Min. In ae of Cedrenus, 
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3 3 N n 1 rt 1 443. Th +: 8 l 
| "RY is remarkable that tradition has preſerved a 
faint account, of a ſimilar | p eee 


in a fubloquent e eee 7 Gion, i. in the 
pte Hy: cited, and Pliny, as 1 
rked, mentions a ſimilar phenomenon, 
about ee, Waben comet 
* ns Appenmner, in oh ane 8 donſider- 
\atin, i a well: ana 0 and witneſſes 


1 )e — be been 


1 e £ 
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| Led in ruins s by an cot ny great 
numbers of its inhabitants periſhed. | 
4 ernie 4 bg e Tau. PDiac. lib. 1 
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the ande len one 13 This night have con- 
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oY t harveſt, and that which was 
_ it 


vigour; the ſkin was dry, the enanee 
epic prted; and ghaſtly; the baer une 
f periſhed by hunger many betock 
0 andes fields to feed on V 83 
8 being too feeble to pull them, lay down and 
zn wed _ of with — teeth. Nn, 
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men; and ſuperficial obſervers have aſcribed the 
plague-to a prior or contemporary famine ; but an 
accurate ſurvey of facts will probably convince 
any candid enquirer after truth,” of the fallacy 
of this opinion. It will be made apparent, that 
famine and ae are equally the es of 


general ng a eee 
Fg the eee the n not 
heamodiately and excluſively the cauſe of the 
formidable plague that afterwards aſſailed man- 


Find, for it was moſt ſevere in 539, and the next 


year the crops were good. But the plague did 

not break out till 542; at leaſt I can find no 

account of any peſtilence during the famine. 
er eruption of Veſuvius is noted under the 


year 532, the year after the appearance of the 


great comet. It is probable that the palenel of 


the ſun was owing. to a vapour from ſome! vol- 
- canic eruption, as in 1783; and it is remarkable 


that both of theſe periods alike paving famine 
from defective vegetation.  _ # 
During the remainder of cnn A ſites | 


calamitous events — earth. A Pp 


- 
: of" Þ 
WES FIR. 4 h 


| ered by: inundations, one of 
Bens — ahaf ORG e of _ ace for an 
extent V four miles o en; d DNS. n 
In the year 343 the; whole earth was „ Gaben 
er, e e 1 in which the 
gue: broke: out. in Conſtantinople; but it 
aged in Egypt the een year. In 
643 alſo theme was ar dearth of corn, wine, and 
ol. The plague again ee nnn 5 
9 in S ge eee pre e ; 4 
W 5 1 


In 5345 there was an inu 
Thracian ſea, and à ſevere inter. A terrible 


eee * in France! in 548. 


e El e . | | 
1855 550 0 n cart ele Pt Syria and 


Paleſtine; f in 551 Greece was ſhaken. 1 
appeared 2 a ſingular meteor in the north and weſt, | 

is which, was preceded. by a winter ſo ſevere, that 

wild beaſts and fowls. might be taken by the 
hand. Inundations marked this period; and in 
554 Conſtantinople was ſhaken forty days 5 


carthquakes. 55 bay 
Paul, Die. and N cent. 6.c ea. 1 5. 


A N e 
8 905 557 eee was a Laid in ruins 
„ y an earthquake. In 558 appeared a comet; a 
ſevere winter followed, and univerſal plague, 
Which was ſo ee and fatal in n 
| VOL. 2 | IL. C0 that 
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ods plague in France, Gern 
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emed in 563 1 a MO gan, 
E over the ee world. , as was 4 «duck 

eme 365 des difinguited or à calami- 
nany, and en 
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mne 
Fee and a ſhock was felt in Scotland. 
Th plague again prevailed: from that year to 


5 583, in France, Germany, and other countries. 


In 387 it again e N and e e. 
marked this period. wy 
In 590 appeared a comet; an een 
* deluging rains, e e, Rome, covering 
the walls of the city, and lodging innumerable 
ſerpents on the plains. In the next ſummer 
happened the ſevereſt drought ever known; it 
laſted from January to September; and the moſt 
deadly plague ravaged all ys "Ins this 8 
97 N died Pope Pelagius. n 4; 
This is a general ſketch ee phenomena. 
or e We pete dee eue ation. 


ö rthquakes | 


re DISKASES. De” " 


dit 20P We thi world in 7 this reigh of * Tuſtinian J. 1. 
and the ſucceeding age, we have accurate - 
accounts by contemporary hiſtorians; from two 


enbe the particulars. ' Fr 


- Proce pius relates, tin ehis pens,” 98 
| ahnen deſtroyed the human race; and for Which 


ich, Procopius ant mats e. 1 Mall tranf- Be | 


 no'eauſe/could be affigned but the will of God, 


did not rage in one part of the world only, not 
in one ſeaſon of the year. It ravaged the whole 


world, ſeizing all deſeriptions of people, without 


regard to different conſtitutions, habits, or ages; 
and without regard to their places of reſidence, 
their modes of ſubſiſtence, or their different 
purſuits. Some were ſeized in winter, n 17 1 
| ſummer, others in other ſeaſons of the year. 
It firſt appeared in Peluſium, in Egypt, d | 
thence ſpread weſtward to Alexandria, and' all 


parts of Egypt; eaſtward towards Paleſtine; and 


extended to all parts of the world —laying wafte 
iſlands, (caves, mountains, and all places where 
men dwelt. If it paſſed by a particular, country 
at firſt, or ſlightly Aected it, it ſoon returned 
upon it with the ſame deſolating rage which 
. other places had experienced. It began in maxi- 
time towns, and ſpread to the interior Oy | 
It ſeized Conſtantinople in the ſpritig of 343. 
"Moſt perſons were ſeized ſuddenly, without thy : 
2 PRION nor was there any change * colour, 
8 | "TORE „„ 


F "oe i 8 BRIEy HIST! WL |< 


or bene of heat; for; TOY he evening, the : 
fever was ſo light that the patient was not ill, 
nor did the phyſician, from the pulſe, apprehend 
danger. But in ſome caſes, the ſame day; in 
others, the next; in others, at a later period, a 
bubo aroſe, either i in the groin, the arm pits, or 
near The: FR EG Sins Nr me All atients 
! fin were ſeized 1 vit! eee wt don. fy 
bering; others with furious diſtraction. The 
flumberers forgot all things; ſome 8 eat, if 
defired—others were neglected and ſtarved. 
Neither phyſician nor attendant hehe the 
2mper. by contact of the ſick or dead; and 
many, eneouraged by their wonderful eſcape, 
applied themſelves with aſſiduity to the care Ld 
600 fick and: the burial of the deceaſed; | 
Many were ſeized, they knew not Gow nike 
| cuſp, and ſuddenly . died. Some who were 
given over by phyſicians, unexpectedly reco- 
vered; others, who appeared to be 1 in no danger, 
ſpeedily expired. Many died for want of relief; 
others recovered without aſſiſtance. No cauſe 
of the diſeaſe could be deviſed by human reaſon; 
no means of prevention or cure. TO yn . 
bathing was beneficial; to others, injurious. 
Many leaped into the ſea. or other water. In 
many, the bubo, - without ſleep or delirium, 
turned into gan grene, 008: theſe died Ann er. 
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phyſician opened) the oldies of ene; and ; 


nk fits of a Jentil, Bed not a day. Thof a 
had running ſores TRA and "theſe were the 5 


thighs withered ;/" cer loft: my uſe 
- tongues: To women ith ae the EN 
certain death. © = JIE 
This Aiſeaſe, in aaa laſted or 
months, raging three months with extreme, mor- 
tality. In the beginning, few died more than 
uſual; but the diſeaſe gradually increaſed tin it ; 
Pe away ten thoufand perſons in a day. 
FProcopiu us calls it arrogance to pretend to 
aſh gn the natural cauſes of this e de | 
claring them to. be undiſcoverable. Pe 


iy & 55 $] 5 


. 1 e Boeſt a7 1 Fare, kb, 1 * 4. 


1 Ws 1 the early fe a6 this diſeats 
an the brain; the patients, on the firſt attack, 
ſaw phantoms of evil ſpirits, which made them 

| imagine themſelves to be ſmitten by ſome perſon. 
| _ Evagrius, Who felt the effects of the ſame 

_ difeaſe himſelf, and loſt many of his family by 
it, has enumerated. ſo many ſingular circum- 
| ſtances, that I mall offer the reader a tranſlation 
of his account. When I ſay the ſame. diſeaſe, 1 
refer, however, to a ſubſequent epidemic. Pro- 
wk as an eye * deſcribed the TOs 


Mi to rage in a every place far this Sled = 

| have ſoon left the earth an inh bitant; 8 5 
but after an interval of a few years it returned, 
any med 8 ſame places. 


| © that med 1 0 Procopius. He . mote 
Dead year We [His Ame 1 bin 


| | | bee bed, His. ib. b 
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T will now deter Ie the plague which has 
eyailed in theſe times, and already raged 
6 —2 thing never before known, 5 
and has already depopulated the world. Two 
years after the taking of Antioch by the Perfians?, a ” 
a peſtilential diſeaſe began to Biral, in ſome 1 5 
reſpects reſembling that which Thucy ydides ; 
deferibed; in other reſpects dieren. It had 
its origin in Ethiopia, according to oommon 
report, and ſpread | over the whole world, fallin Ig 
on different places by turns, and ſparing n none of 
| the human race. me 
Bk Some cities were io ſeverely aſſailed "wy this £ 
diſeaſe, that they were left without an inba- | 
bitant, Some. diſtricts, "however, | were more i 


5 lightly affected. The peſtilence did not always 


begin its attacks at the fame ſeaſon of the year, 
nor ceaſe to rage in all Places i in the fame 22 . 


| Hüft ad wee ebe. 0 "Ho - 
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rs, in — Tring alduih — ; began 3 
1 n others, in autumn; and in ſome 
ie 4 attacked vertrin Aha ww” _ We a 


v it 1. an 1 emie. * In n _ ; 
efcap Ahe rſt year; 
experienced the fame 8 in ae 1 ſuc- 
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ſfurprii is, tha 6. eee infected 
places removing their reſidence to places where 
the diſeaſe had not appeared, or did not prevail, | 
were the only mne who fell victims to the 
plague in the cities which were not infected. 
And theſe effects were particularly obſervable, 
both in cities and other e in the ten of 
ions“; eſpecially in the ſecond year of 
each indiion, the plague was extremely mortal. 
Of this, I am myſelf a witneſs; for it may not be 
improper, when the occaſion ſeems to require it, 
to interweave into this abus what concerns op 
* At the c 201 aan of this Calan arty 
; N 
»The A of indiltion was a 3 of len 3 years, .At 
5 the end of which the Romans ING. 4 certain tax. to tha. 
IN N : 
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7 the diſeaſes: chich Spit as different ti mes 
— _ valled, I have loſt many of my children, my 
wife, and great numbers of my eee _ 
Arwens and ene the eye s of indiẽ 
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This diſeaſe was a „ of: various 
e For, in ſome perſons, ſeizing the head, 
it rendered the eyes. ſanguinous, and the face 
tumid; then falling on the throat, ſoon put an 
end to life in all that were thus ſeiaed. Done 

pere afflicted by diſcharges from the bowels; in 
others, an ahſoeſs formed in the groin, a raging 
fever followed, and the ſecond or third day the 
patient died, with his body and bis mind appa- 
rently ſound, as though they had not felt diſeaſe. 

Some were ſeized with delirium, and expired. 

55 Carbuncles ariſing on the body, extinguiſhed 
the lives of many. Others recovered. 4 and 

afterwards died of the ſame diſeaſe. n 
be modes of contracting the diſeaſe » were 

various, and all calculation was baffted. - Some 


___ periſhed by once entering infected eng or 


9 remaining in them; ſome by only touching the 
Ka Some contracted the ä in * 


+ 04; "Many who've: | 


Itt Honky: 2 de had loft: 
endants deen ps l 


Wat n hereafter, is — 
ab bee me diſpoſal Gans 

ſtands the cauſes of —_ and the events.”") * 
Thus far ppm AQ 3 4 1 + rt F; 141 — 
i SRO THE DEP See alſo Niepborus ub. xvbi. cars. 
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| The Sans) is deſired to Aten particularly to 
, the e e eee 3 as fomaf importai 

9 them, ang" Be authorities to 1erea 
| cited. | e e ns ans: CCC CHAR ; . 

e e be ae e gh authors | 

2 ſpeate of this peſtilential period as of fifty-two —& 
years duration, as Evagrius has done, and Gibbon 
after him, yet this is not accurate. Evagrius 


Hmüstrt 


time, in the reign of the Ant mince" lſo-ivithe 
reign of Gallus and Veluſian; and far more in 
the dreadful ae of 1346 to 1350. It is even 
probable that rth ſuſtained as great a loſs 
of inhabitant in the. laſt fifty. years of the fix- 
ä century, as in th ee eee 
| rarely corre, aa | Gibbon' 8 s unph lope, 


— 


a in 35 58, many 1 k ide 

denly, as with an apoplexy. The moſt robuſt 

conſtitutions ſurvived only to the fifth day he 
itical period in the Athenian p plague, was the 


bes og che Muper at the beginning d 
temper, nor of he ee, umi, Whirlingof 
theeurth or dizzineſs, nor of — vor of tha, 


__— of the diſeaſe on 


* Friend's Hiſt, of Medicine, 416, nad wu. De- 
e vii. 357. U Fj e 


8 3 
3 
$0 1 
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Be 


. * The diſpoſition. of men to e L a 
--gltural; but often manifeſts want of information. The 
peſtilential fever in America is often called a new diſeafe, 
although it is as old as hiſtory; and almoſt every year it 1s 
ſaid to be the mof fatal ever known, although it was more 
deadly in 1699, chan it has been ſince, and more fatal to the 
native Indians than it has ever been to the deſcendants of 
Eurqpeans. Juſt ſo, every very hot ſummer is the borteſt ever 
known; the laſt cold winter is the coldef eber Inown. More 


careful e d egen 0 be n acer e 11. 
| Warnefaid | 


and 5 en not alas vaſhed out; 
grew brighter by Washing. The an ir a1 
\ peared in men's groms, or other delicate parts o 
he body, mours, like 3 which were 
fon followed by intolerable fever, which ex- 
;  tinguithed! een in auge 0 _ on eee 


1 A decent and well atteſ 
Z eee eee 2 20 TO: #7 


Alkafe, in Fs hi ei me author, ix cken. 
; choly and painful to the reader. 
Ihe dyſentery which raged in Nanee 1 in 548, 
vas accompanied 1 with ſigns of the plague, and 
Vas nearly equal to it in mortality, | 1 büague | 
Taged this year at Munſter, in Ireland. 71 
wehe, deſolating plague of 590, was mortal, 
almost beyond example, and preceded, 
s attended with extraordinary ee In 


0 5 88 Antioch. was overwhelmed by a violent 0 


earthquake, and 60,000 people buried in its 
ruins. The inundation of the Tiber exceeded 


| all dy had en known, as did the 3 of 
the 


1 $ 


or ee DISBARES, | 


"ths e ſucoceing ſummer. Th intervening vinter 3; 
was equally remarkable for its ſeverity—** . 


empeſts over pgs: buildings.” rp About DO 
the ſame time ſwarms of locuſt eared in 
Trente, ee eren, ſpecies of * 
bles. In ſome parts of Italy A continued 
their ravages for five years. Cedrenus adds, 
that fiſh died; and this mortality he aſe ibes to 
the freezing of the waters, p. 332. Modern 
obſervations prove the fallacy of the reaſon here 
aſſigned; fiſh do not die beneath a cover of ice, 
but the death of fiſh oy r genre and ſickneſs wy, 
is a common t:: 8 = 
TRIS Pegg, Hit. 1156/ 1157. a [Uagd. cent. 6,1 5. 


The der of the phenomena UNE met T 
was: this—the earthquake at Antioch—deluges | 
of rain and inundations—tempeſts—a ' moſt 
" _ wil: nn a eee a 8 


45 15 See d Bchard' Rom Hig: 1 vol. iv. , 


Africa was almoſt depopulated by this pligue! 
80 ſudden and rapid was the diſeaſe, that, during 
a proceſſion in Rome, inſtituted by St. Gregory, | 
on account of that calamity, no leſs than Se = 
E fell dead in the ſtreet. 17 5 
Authors relate, that the ſerpents, waſhed whe 55 
the mountains 0 the flood: Oy mentioned, 


Fro 


N wa 
afl and 


@ i 
© Wo 
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and lodged on the plains, putreid, and contri 
| dani the ſubſequent plague. e 
Gregory of Tours relates, that W pkg 
: ſou that time, was introduced into Gaul by: A 
veſſel and her cargo; but it did not fpre 
regularly from Poul to houſe, but it ſtarted 
: up in diſtant and detached places, like fire in 
afield of ſtubble. Marſeilles and Lyons were 
made waſte by it's rene, 2a en Was enten of | 
berg, . e OEDe 


48 215 * 9 


The 1 ae are "att of the peſti- 

lence in Rome in 581, in the collection of 
German writers by Piſtorius, page 6 83. Men 
died ſuddenly, at play, at table, and in con- 
verſation. Sometimes they fell dead in the 
a® of ſneezing. © Dum Rernutabant,” | ſo 
that when one heard another ſneeze, he turned 
to him, and exclaimed God help you; 
which: was the origin of | a cuſtom ſtill ob- 

ſerved in ſome countries“. Sometimes perſons 
expired in the act of nodding or gaping, which 
- gave riſe to the practice of making the ſign 

of the croſs on ſuch. occaſions, I cuſtom, 05 

yet obliterated. 3 

The death of 5 Emperor. Mauritian, in 
602, was preceded by. the appearance of 3 
K comet. A ſevere winter, about this M e, 


5 3 4 = 


. T cuſtom is of eber antique, 1121 : 


or EI EU IS plex, Py 


killed. the vines, and grain 156 60 b 
and blight.” In 599 the N Africa an 
Rome was dreadfully fatal, as it wWas in this * 
| Faſt; and two or three years later, the army 
of the barbarians, who were marching to befiege 
Conſtantinople, was fo haraſſed and weer 
by the plague, as to mann to aband 
the enterprize. Cahanus, 1eir com 
| loſt: ent ſons. 


Niceph. lib. 18, 35. n 6, * 13. 
Baron. vol. 8, 138. Faul. Diac. Ub. $255 


Two comets in 606 were followed! by LY 
| and pellilence] in the TX countries.” | 
| 8 ' 1 3 ; a Vol. 8. wget ah 


The Magdeburgh hiſtory mentions P 880 5 
inter in 604. It places the firſt, comet of 
606 in April and May; the ſecond in Novem- | 
ber and December. The ſevere winter was 
23 followed flu . heat and drone 

„ Cent. 7. LY 


. in 615 ex is diſtinguiſhed for an epi- 
emic elephantiaſis iu Italy, and the ſhock of 
an x earthquake. A comet "pad. in i Wh 
e in Ii 


. vol. 85 263. Short. vol. 2. WE 


1 is a + adds in which: the books. 1 have 
conſulted mention comets, without all their | 
attendant cala üties. One in 625, another! in 
. LE yn | 55 - i 
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Short aentiohs? an «earthquake at Antioch in 
637, and ſhocks in Paleſtine in 638, Which 


continued for 30 days; a comet in 639, and 
_ the plague in Syria in 640; but 1 have not 


the original authorities. The Univerſal Hiſ- 


| : tory. relates, that in 639, the plague was ſo 
ſevere in Syria, Arabia, and at Medina, that 

5 the Arabs elf; that 13 770 92 Arz e of d ſtri 
; thon.” 3 Fe „ 170 1 


ö I; 
V% Reo 23 vol. * 2 


A 1 e is 1 in kikery 5 


under the year 651, but no particulars. 4 
ſuyprifing meteor bad paſſed the hemiſphere in n 
_ the preceding year.” 5 violent" . nia by 

Conſtantinople * in 654. . * 


OW: 2 aragh 7. 13. Tosca, Chron.” 
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In 664 Sefiflenc ce raged | in . e "ig 


2 1 Hack and Ireland; and the hiſtorian remarks, 
that the ſame diſeaſe which had afflicted Eng- 


eee e TOR” "Thus it would 


p g of 
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ccleſ . 7 0. 
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But FR Aiſcaſe.s avian. 3 A thes ae 5 - 
year it Wah in „ Engand and Ireland. WE . 
Paul. Diac. me © 5 


we the. ſame year, and month of March. 
Ry, a bow, iris, ſtretchin 8 acroſs the 
heavens, and all fleſh, ſays the RO: Deacon, ; 


TR, * e the lat Ll 33 


. 10 669 or 1 d a nm meteor or 

| fame in the heavens ; the next year an unuſual _. 
| ſtorm; that deſtroyed men and cattle; and in 
673 the plague raged in * of which : 
died Bilbop Ceadda. | 


"Boda, ld. . 


Short mentions. a 1 froſt in 670, ds - I 
year of the celeſtial flame, and a comet in 672. 
In 6. according to Beda, and in 677, 

f according to Siegebert, in the 9th or lOth yer 
of Conſtantine Pogonatus, appeared 'a comet 

In ONS; ien wie . for e IN, | 


5 2» e ee a. 3 | 
| plage. It was not probable that this was an ordinary raik- = 
bays. as this could not have excited Lech terror, 5 | 
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Abe 50 
mitous tempeſts, which deſtroyed the fruits f 
the earth, except leguminous vegetables, which 

were replanted, and came to maturity. About 

the ſame time appeared clouds of locuſts in 
Syria and Meſopotamia. Univerſal peſtilence 
followed theſe phenomena in 679 and 680. 
England and Ireland were ravaged by it in 
679, and in 680, during July, N and 

September, Rome was laid waſte. Parents 
and children, brothers and ſiſters, were borne 
to their graves on the ſame bier.“ Multitudes 
.of - people fled to the mountains, and the 
ſtreets of the deſerted: city were overgrown with 

graſs and weeds. A violent earthquake ſhook 

Mleſopotamia and other countries in 680. The 
locuſts appeared two years before the earth- 


r preceding was niet 17 b cala - 


quake, and i in the ſame year with the comet, 
according to Paulus Diaconus. A ſevere 
drought followed this ſtar, which, in En gland, 
lafed” three years. | 


* Paul. Pie. lib. 6 Beda ke. Hit. p. 1 16. 
Baron. vol. 8. Fg eto Cent. To 3 — 


75 45 1 1 £7 


In 681, | onde LO Roda. raged. in Eng- 


land, and in 683 peſtilence, que er more 
fumem fecutaeft,” ſays Paulus Diaconus. In 


the latter year, if this was the 16th of Con- 


FE Rantine,. according to Barouius, there Was a 
8 ꝶ. violent 


EE or abi DISBASES. 


ien eruption of ſire and lava bn Velu- „ z be 
vin which laid waſte all the a e 55 
| Batonius. vol. bk IE, "Wing Cent. 7 FX t3. 9 5 


« 2 of * 4 5 


25 
41 the: Nis year r a 1908 vere af. 
flicted by famine and peſtilence. Other au- 0 
: thors place this laſt peſtilence two years later. 
The ſame diſeaſe raged in Ireland in 683, in 
which year there was a great inundation f 
the fea, and the iſland of Inisfidda was 
rent into three parts. In 687, or, accord- 
ing to ſome authors, in 684, appeared a 
ſtar, which was probably a comet, but without 
a coma. Warnefred relates, ee Aa 


meteor - appeared in 6888 ꝶ½ꝙͥ lG“! ik 
5 Smith's Hitt. of Cork. v. 11. Magd: Cent: 7. "5. 


Nee ſome e among au- 
thors reſpecting the time of the events here 
related, we obſerve all the violent agitations of 
the elements which introduce and attend La 
plagues. _ 1 
In 690 Na in ah one of the eite 
inundations from rain that was ever known 
a ſevere bee followed, hi 88 . 5 
inguinaria.” e e 
In 696 the 50 malady 1 in . 
tinople, 5 but 1 dae no Tertienees, As ſevere | 


3 405 


6 * We cannot ne! notice the coincidence in ume We Sp” 
| meteors and volcanic erupt tions, E 7 ͤ n . © |. 15 5 Fe 
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inter \proveded this peftilence, - ben . 
Thames was ed with ice for fix weeks. 


e Cent. * vn e, 1. 255. 


18 707 a cvs. POL winter is mentioned, 7 
and a violent earthquake in Scotland Short 
mentions peſtilence in Scotland in 703 : in 
. but I have no partieulars. i 

In 717 happened a very "RO be to 
that animals died of cold; and the ſame year 
a great overflowing of the Tiber. The Sara - 
cens, in an immenſe army, marching to be- 

ſſiege Conſtantinople, periſhed with cold, hun- 
. er, and peſtilence, and in ;the city the plague - 

| extinguiſhed the lives of 300,000 of its inha- 
bitants. An earthquake in Syria in 718. : 


9 © ons Diac. lib. 6. 47. Baron. vol. 9.15. Magd. 
43 e ee, . 


— 


W is a | forty years chaſm i in my accounts of 
| comets, viz. from 685 to 729. The ſevere win- 
ter and the inundation of 717 leave very little 

\ to queſtion the approximation of one at 
or near that time, and others, doubtleſs, a 
Ns curing this lon 8 interval“. | 


. ; 


2 It is FW of . that che ſplendid comet of 

4 1401 was calculated to have period of 343 years. This 
was therefore the ſame which appeared in 1743—4.—lIf this 
| calculation is juſt, the ſame Comet appeared in 1058, in 715, 
in 37%, and ; in 29 or 30, or within a few months of theſe 


- 


years. | | 


e per 
There was a great plague in Conſtantiriople 5 


in 724. In 7235, a vapour, like ſmoke, Mued 


for ſeveral days from the ſea, between Thera 


and Theraſia, the two iſlands, which many 1 25 
cCenturies before had ariſen from the bottom of 
the ſea. © With this vapour iſſued rugs. fab- i 


ſtances, which, when expoſed to the air, gr | 
hard, and formed a ſpecies of pumice, with 


which the neighbouring ſea, and the countries 
of 'Afia Minor and Macedonia were cover d: - 


A 17 8 e aroſe at the ſame time. 


. Cent, 8. . Murat. vol. 1. - ugh. ay 
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5 ao heavens e all in a fan” = 


%% WAS, FR | 
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_ Magd. Cent. 8. 16. 
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5 The next peſtlentiat _— is neat 


for the violence of the operations Of nature. 


In. 740 a tremendous earthquake, or rather. 


ſucceffive thocks, for twelve - 
ee announced ** commencement on 4 


a continuation 


| years. 8 it appears . SE was one in 1058 N i | 
375, attended with all the uſual calamities. It is therefore 
preſumable, that the fame eli in 77 5 or hl the period. 


5 pager. conſideration. p 


— 


DIC Drovaves. 108 _ 


| 708 comets in A one 
Wee, the ſia} viſible in the morning; the | 
other, following it, was ſeen in the evening! 95 
The plague raged in Syria i in 732, but no pars 
ticulars are ' mentioned. The followin g Jour 5 5 


5 ? 
it ; \ | . , 4 d. 55 k | feries 
: N itt n 
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e calamities. It began on the a Kal. 
November, demoliſhing buildings,” ſtatues, / und 


Poalls in Conſtantinople, with a multitude of 


_ cities. in Thrace, Nicomedia, and ne 
Sigebert places theſe events in 741. e 
In 742, or, as ſome authors ec in 17 43, a 
moſt ſevere. drought was followed by moſt ter- 
| rible earthquakes. The next year appeared a 
comet, and in the year following another; 

and in the third year after the drought, which 
was either in 745 or 6, according to different 
authors, a remarkable thick darkneſs at Con- 
ſtantinople covered the earth from Auguſt to 
October. At this time the plague was raging 8 
at Calabria, in Naples; and it continued to 
ſpread with dreadful havock for ſeveral ſuc- 
ceeding years, in the countries of the eaſt. So 


violent was it in Conſtantinople in 746, that 


the living could not bury. the dead; but the 
bodies were carried in cart-loads and thrown 
into empty ciſterns, and any place that would 
. conceal them from the ſight. Fatal indeed 
was the diſeaſe, when . eodem die aliquis mor- 
tuum efferchat, et iſe mortuus efferebatur”— 
the man who. buried a corpſe, Was ſometimes | 
Carried the ſame day to his gra vue. 
In the order of the events here related. au- 
3 agree. Cedrenus mentions an extraor- 
dinary flame or light in the ſky in 742, and a 
e e in the TN in INE dp n . 
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: 


He! noni" at the ſame time, a f mine in | S 
Conſtairtinople; and limits the darkneſs to fre EE 
1 from the 10th to the 15th of Auguſt. 


| Paul: Diac. Auguft. Hiſt. mom GE ns! 8. 1 | 
«6 ee vol. *. 144. Ws 

177 the, gol of 3 3 Wo d Jas he A 
0 ue raged in Conſtantinople, in 749 or 50, 
Syria was laid waſte by an earthquake whole Is 
cities were exterminated others removed entire | 
from mountains to plains, for a diſtance of dis 
miles. This cataſtrophe correſponded with the . 
men of a comet. Short mentions two. 


I 4 5 9 
0 


ent. 8. 1 3. Baron. vol. * | Short. 1. 81. 


„ was _ a of Ae in Conftanti. 1 
3 by the preceding plagues, that the Em- 
peror Conſtantine repaired the loſs by intro- 

dueing the ee of the eee 

countries. | | | 5 7 

In 760 or 6 15 for this OF ALA occurs. among . 

good authorities, appeared a comet or light, 

called by the Greeks docites, from its reſem- 
blance to a beam, Which was vifible ten days 

in the eaſt and twenty- one in the weſt. In 762 
| appeared two other comets, and the following 

winter was the moſt ſevere probably on record. 

It began about the firſt of October, and laſted 
till February. The Euxine Sea was frozen to 
the diſtance of one hundred Tk, from, the 
F ed 4 e N 
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| bable, that if any deſtructive. and ge | 
Plague had followed them, the writers UE [ hav . 
1 conſulted would bag mentioned it. 


e, and the Sw Wes ice FT ROE Wag to 


Uh feold hears 
mal and vegetable kin gdoms ſuffered. great in» | 


Jury. On the breaking up of winter, the ice 


from the Danube and Euxine, was forced, in 55 
huge maſſes, into the Boſphorus, againſt the 
walls of e e which were nner 
damaged. 


In March filing Sues! or meien were very | 


: frequent, and the ſucceeding ſummers were re- 


markable for moſt terrible drought, in which 


all ſprings were exhauſted: Myriads: of ve- 


nomous flies appeared, and a deſolating mor- 
tality concluded this ſeries of diſordered ſeaſons. 
8 Diac. lib. 22. Baron. vol. 9. 271˙ "oye 

| Cent. 8. . e vol. 1% 

r f 1 
Sport mentions: 2 FIRE 1 in Wales, 
in 762, and on the authority of this writer 1 | 
have mentioned a mortality after the ſevere © 


and unuſual. ſeaſons of 763 and 4, but the 


original writers I have conſulted do not men- 
tion it, although the fact may be found in 
others which I have not feen. It is altogether 


probable that ſuch extraordin ary. ſeaſons ſhould 


oecaſion great ſickneſs; but it is equally r 
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. | en cold winter in 800. In ͤ 801 ea 


or EPIDEMIC DISEASES. 169 


I; am led to notice this eiroumflance;: by the | 
nf aderation- that no earthquake 1. recorded 
| during this period. This | circumſtance is of 
no ſmall conſequence in this inquiry; and is a 
confirming evidence of the juſtueſs. of my ſuſ- 
picions, that peſtilence has an intimate con- | 
nection with the ſubterranean heat, or prin- 
ciple of fire. It appears that the plague, for: 
the moſt part, is violent and extenſive, in pro- 
portion to the action of the fire that exiſts. in 
and about the globe. The preceding peſtilential 
period beginning in 740, is a REY metro = 
of the truth of this remark... „ 
A great mortality ae in 766. hi 
7 67 a ſevere drought exhauſted all ſprin gs 
and rivers, and the year following was diſtin- 
guiſhed by a comet. Peſtilence 1 in 


| Fe in " 10 and i in Chicheſter died 34,000 . 


eee ague 1 eee in «Pons 
in 779—a comet, an earthquake at Conſtan- 
tinople, and peſtilence in een in ae 
b it I have no particulars. 

In the reign of Char RE! ar the tis 55 
ginning of the. ninth century, commenced a 
period of great mortality. There were violent 

carthquakes in x Bee and Crete, and in 798, 
| arkable darkneſs in England for ſeventeen 


days. A ARS in 779 was followed Oo an 


as 


i 1 duake | 


> 


„ 7 * 811 ee of Joduſts K from W FREY 
Italy, and devoured every green thing. In 
812 appeared a comet, and, after a chaſm in 
the accounts of Etna of 5 9 5 75 four hundred 
years, that volcano is recordec to have diſ- 
charged fire in this year. Paulus Diaconus 
places the comet in BY 3, ariel a nne earth- 
. FOCEE RADIO ALS FO TON OH Et” 
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1 "aiding ſhook Italy, Friviee; and Geri way; and 
= theſe phenomena were repeated in 2 3. 
= A prodigious tempeſt in the” You'n ) levelled” | 
i 0 a multitude of buildings. PAIR + > 
= In 802 the plague e in various Naben 

4 CT propter molitiem hyberni temporis, ſays the 
= NE Bartianus, by reaſon of a mild Win- 
i This, ee could not be the true 

if 1 5 . EY e e 

= In 808 a very mild winter was Foltiwhe: "_ 

4 the plague. In 810 happened the greateſt mor- 

1 tality among horned cattle that is on record. 

jj | „ TO Ae in Germany 1 it e a almoſt 

4 1 2 3 karte, 16. "Anvil, rauen B10. \ 
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Magd. Cent 9th. 13. iner: vol. 2 505, 367. 
TFiltorias 8 Germ. ee . 2; To R COTS 
TEES 55 3% ᷑ HO pl! 1 
110 817 was a Seen Fs a + ei ſoon 

e commenced, which authors relate to have 

ariſen. from celle rains and <5 humid: air. 5 


e . on "CI 
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This 3 raged in laſts every part of 


France in 820, and crops failing from exceſſive - 

; moiſture, àa | famine enſued. - Baronius mentions _ 
earthquakes in 820, in thoſe places where the 
| Chriſtians were perſecuted. The following win 
ter was ſo ſeyere, that the Rhine and Danube 
were covered with ſolid ice for more than 50 


| days, and ſuſtained loaded mri, oye 
In 823 was another moſt ſevere winter, in 
which the ſnow lay on the earth twenty; nine 


: weeks, occaſioning the death, of many animals 


and men. An earthquake and a univerſal 


= plague afflicted France. The next year fell a 
ſhower of hail, which killed men ee cattle. 5 


8 See drought the fame year. e 


1 Cent. 9. 13; Varat. vol. 85 , 96. 2 


Coane Fur” 28 | 


* 8 
1 F% BE a 9 
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e 827 6 eee was 6 with ice for 


nine weeks. In 828 appeared a comet in 


? Libra, and in 829 another i in Aries, with man . 


. meteors. The earth in France was violently 
ſhaken in 829; a violent tempeſt Wilo but 
Ns e is mentioned... 


Baron. 15 9 hace Magi. Cent 5. 1 13% 


2. 


1 839 „ a comet, and Ader in 


842. In 840 Conſtantinople was ſhaken for 


five days, and ſome parts of France felt the 


e The rains were exceſſive, the Rhine 
n 5 „ e 
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| red and the ſtorms of ban 50 1 


In 850 ier comet is. Mentis and in 5 


ww following year a moſt ſevere dronght, 


which | occaſioned a famine that compelled 
men to feed on human fleſh. There was a 
ſevere earthquake in Gaul, in the year preced- 5 
ing, and a peſtilence in Scotland in 83. . 


Baron. vol. 10, 73. ere Cent. 4 1 3. Mura. 
vol. 2. . 5 5 
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* 4 will be noted that 1 no > peſtilence. i is. men- 
tioned wirh ſome of theſe laſt inſtances of 


cComets and other phenomena. | Hiſtory, dur- 


ing the dark and barbarous ages under con- 
ſideration, is extremely barren; and the ſmaller 


Calamities of all kinds have been paſſed over 
in filence. Whether any confiderable morta- 


lity prevailed at theſe periods or not, we can- 


not determine, from the ſilence of Ain; gut ans - 


nals of the dark . 8 


In 855 an earthquake at eee 
and in other places violent tempeſts. In 836 


; another earthquake, and a tremendous inunda- 


tion of the Tiber, which was followed by an epi- 


5 demie diſeaſe, called the plague of the fauces, in 
which the throat was obſtructed by defluxions, 
5 1 ebenen enſued“. In 858 a cone oo 5 
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the f. vided winter was ſo ſevere, that the 
Adriatic jea was covered with ice, and people 
walked on it to Venice. This was followed my 
an earthquake in Conſtantinople. A 

Muratori relates, that in 855 two 9 flars 1 5 
n, for ten days alternately; and that the 
next year the winter was very ſevere, dry, and 
peſtilential, ſo that a great portion of men 
periſhed. But I ſuſpect he refers to the ſame 
years mentioned in the preceding paragraph. 


Baron. vol. x. 131. eee it. 534. Short, | 1 


vol, i. *. 


| The 1 was in Se in 863. The 

winter of 864 is recorded as very ſevere. In 
867 there were violent tempeſts; and in the 8 
following year a general famine in h ſevere 
earthquakes, and a comet. 


% 8 Ek Ne cent. 9, 13. "Said i en ; 


£ 


In 87 2 a 1 with — exceſſive heat and | 
drought, which cut + Mort the grain. : | 

mid. 
: In 874, 3 in 8 . of 59 5 | 
Hoppers, or locuſts, of a remarkable ſize, with _ 
ſix feet, and two teeth, harder than ſtone. They _ 
are repreſented. as having leaders, which went . 
before them a day's journey, meaſuring a certain 
ſpace; the ſwarm followed about nine o'clock, 
5 ape there waited for the riſing of the ſun, 


ORG: 
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15 an the heavens by n e . 
with a broad mouth and large inteſtines, devour- 
ing every green herb and tree. INE : _ 3 


Fender was four or five miles. 5 
Theſe animals were at laſt driven into ehe | 


3] Briziſh channel by the winds, and being waſhed 


aſhore, their putrefying bodies cauſed. a, ſtench | 
and hcknels, which, with a pinching famine, 


deſtroyed a third of the people on the * 
bouring French coaſt. 


The ſucceeding winter, 875, was ably 


ſevere, and continued from November to the ” 
vernal equinox. | 


7 


In this, or the Ws ig year, for authors 


differ, appeai ed a comet of extraordinary bright- 


Ig 


nes; and in June following were deluges of 
rain, which, in Saxony, 894 8 away a whole yil- 


lage, with its inhabitants and cattle. 


In the ycar 878 a mortal peſtilence raged - 
among the cattle, eſpecially about the Rhine. 
Dogs 2 birds, which at firſt collected round 
tlie dead bodies, ſuddenly diſappeared. | 


Mag d. cent. 95 13. Tibor. Germ. Hiſt. vol Be - 
. e 5 63. 5 | 


Tn 879 there was an eruption of Veſuvius. N 

In February 882, appeared a comet, with a vaſt 
coma, preceded in January by an earthquake. 
In the next year, Italy was ſeverely afflicted by 
famine. In 884 the plague was in Oxford. 


e cent. 9.13. Short, vol. ii. 208. 
in 


* 
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PP 887 Mate winter was unuſtinlly Wege Js q N 
5 a ; and a peſtilence . cattle was 99 
e that few ir JR it. WO EL» 


demon, yol. bi . 92. 4 . 


"HE 9 1s 3 aka 896 4 a is in. 


- Prank and Germany in the follewin 8 Your 3x 
Trobe was ſhaken OY menen e acl 


e and Dufreſnoy. Chron. 5 


. die 30 ee 


_ a ſevere froſty winter of four months, and violent _ 


earthquakes, with mortal peſtilence, i in 905. _ 
e Univ. Hi. vol. xvii. Bo Magd. cent. io, I 300 - 


1 


In 912 e a comet of unuſual Fe „ 


and the following winter was very cold, ** act- 
_ tiſfimum fuit ſrigus,” and meteors in the air were 
very frequent. A famine followed in Germany, 5 

| and VOY experienced earthquakes. an 


Magd. cent. 5 4 l vol. i. ehe p p. 512. | 


The plague was in i Seotland i in 922. 
VE * vol. 11. 209. 


A ſevere winter, in which the DS a 

frozen for thirteen weeks, in 929, followed by a 
__ dreadful famine, is mentioned by the authors laſt 

cited. An earthquake is mentioned 1 in 986, ns N 

5 peſtilence in N but no e | 
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WY 940 conn was a ſevere e and = : 


lence among cattle. In 942 appeared. a comet, + 
and another in 944; the latter very large, with 


a brilliant coma, followed by a ſevere famine in 


F rance and Italy. Some authorities place the 


latter comet in 945. The winter of 946, or 7, 


was very long and ſevere, Ry to "GE 


4 vernal equinox of the next year. 


. cent. 10, 13. Piſtor. Germ. e vol. 1. 


The ſame period was marked by earthquakes 
in France and Germany. | 


In 954 peſtilence invaded the north of ee 


with great deſtruction. Scotland loſt forty - 7 


| thouſand inhabitants. The IVE winter - 


Vas ſevere. 


Baron. vol. x. 739. Magd. | cent. 10, 13. ee . 
vol. i. 208. | | 


325 961, a 1 or els adn, 3 in 


the heavens. In 962 a very ſevere winter, and 
'a famine. In 964 a dreadful plague in the 
Emperor Otho's army. In 968 a comet, an 
earthquake, and violent winds, which deſtroyed f 
the grain, and occaſioned a famine. | 


Baron. vol. x. 77 1. Magd. cent. 10, 1 3. Piftrial, 
| vol. 1 2 134. ö 


oy f — 
*, 


- Euglith dnithors'mentioi's ain fever in 


Ns in 961, at which time there was a large 


arſh on the ſouth ſide of the Thames. 


„ . 8 Hift, b. London. 
„„ ls | bp 


1 974 wa f ied an earth 


5 following winter was exceſſively ee In the e 
next year ae was nn e a Ir; es 
Dorn ORD, lt i hens rn 
" Mag. cent. 0, 135 and fee Simeon, of Du -ham 


$3529 Ns 


* 


Hs 981 3 8 On 1 in a 983 ano- 
we In the latter year was an eruption of 
Veſuvius. Univerſal famine en and . 
PR ag the Lacedemonians. 


Aen. vol. x. 831. e cent. 19, 15. 


his period was „ followed by atlas . 
quakes in Lacedemon, in 986. In 987 the 
ſeaſon was unfavourable, and occaſioned dearth: 

Malignant fevers prevailed i in England, and the 
<a 5555 of fluxes. 1 


Brompton, Ang Serip. 878. „ 


5 e Gd a flaming ſky, were cb in 
| 993, in which year was a great eruption a 
. Veſuvius. Then followed an exceflively ſevere 
winter, which laſted from November to May. 
The rivers were frozen dry, fiſh periſhed, and a 
ſcarcity of water enſued. In July, a ſevere 
froſt gave to the trees the gloomy aſpe& of 
winter. With theſe ſingular ſeaſons prevailed a ” . 
famine, and a N * 9 men and . 
ca 7 8 e 0 
„„ tp doi 61. 15 In 
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T4 © Th 995 a comet was"ſeen. | The Saxon Chro- 
RK places the meal events three years 
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earlier. 5 e 
5 In 996 an dente flux prevailed with h great 
malignity in England. 


The events here related are dhe to en : 
are common at the preſent flay; ; a volcanig 
diſcharge of fite being followed by unuſi nal. cold 
and ſnow. Meteors alſo are com mon near "the 
| time of ſuch diſcharges. oo 
Magd. cent. 10, 13. a ball Raw 


Hitherto our accounts of the great volcanoes 
have been very imperfect. The firſt inſtance of 
an eruption in Iceland, Which is recorded, was 

in the year 1000; and, from that year, we have 
a regular hiſtory of volcanic diſcharges in that 
Iſland, which is one of the principal, outlets of 
ire on the globe, and which, we ſhall find, has 
no ſmall connetion with the extenſive and 
powerful operations of fire both in Europe and 

America. There are many volcanoes in the 
illand, of which Heckla is the principal. 5 

In the year 1000 there was an eruption in 
Iceland; two globes of fire, or great meteors, 
FF ſeen; ſevere earthquakes in England, and a 
7 old winter followed. In the ſame. year 
—_— : appeared a comet, with a long coma. In the 
ith Dy one ONE following a flux, and fevers, with a burnin 


| 1 ee wereepidemic and mortal i in England. 
__— _- 7 | N Magd. cent. 10, 13. 


; bes its eee | violence, and. rende Io 4 


TY. 83 2 z 3 * . . 
nomena. 15 FOE e ee 


In 1004 Fünen pen of H 


5 whh a violent OO announced we. . 


proaching calamity. In 1005 appeared a comet 


of frightful aſpect; and in tlie winter Italy was, 
for three months, convulſed by earthquakes. 15 


In the ſame year commenced a famine” and 


_ plague of three youey duration, which deſolated 
the whole earth. Contemporary authors min 
that more than half the human race periſhed. 
The living were fatigued with burying the dead; 5 
ut ſepelientium tædio, vivi adhuc ſpiritum tra- 


 hentes obruerentur cum mortuis.” Such was the 


wearineſs of thoſe that buried the dead, that the 
living, before their breath had left their bodies, 


were tumbled into the graves with the dead. 
At the cloſe of this horrible deſtruction, 


y veſuvius diſcharged prodigious quantities of 


lava, which laid waſte the neighbouring country. 


In 1009 was ſeen a comet in May. At the 


„beginning of the year the earth was deluged 


„ 


lowed by an earthquake in 1013. TOY ne 


with Ee and a e N hos 9 ths 
— VVV 


. 


The N is aſs W 8 th year 
1012, with violent rains and inundations, fol- 5 


1 a ee for a detail are wanting. 


Magd. cent. 11, 13. Baron. val. 11, 27./ Marat | 
tom. v. 5. 55. Fo 
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1 (HOARY 18. "1095; was ollowed by an 
eruption of Veſuvius in 1036. The Wer 
coincidences. of this kind deſerve notice. _ 
In 1037 f is 3 an igneous ge eb in 
ure Wa ed⸗ Wy — England,” and in 
7 eee s army, and with earthquaxkes 
: "Magd. arent 1. 13. Univ. Hifl vol. b. tes 
i © *Echard's Rom; Hiſt, vol. v. _ ud Naa 
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2a 1042 commenced another Aifreſſing zeriod.. 
A comet, in this year, was followed by an erap- 
tion” of Veen is in 1045; and fwow in har | 
the dykes am Makers: yie ded to 
ocean, and the low ö erwhelmed 
vith infinite deſtruction. At this time * 4 
general fine in England, Franc, d d. 
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Veſuvius the ſame year, and an 


f e this iat. . countries 


many buildings. In 1033, Was 
bn followed 808 famine; | ee” the ſeaſons are not 


ch. | - = Tons _ Was s «violent 

wed by a tempeſtuous ſeaſo 

and great ſickneſs. There was an eruption of 
arthquake in 
ark a very regular | 
een ene * wen 
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3 1037 f Ti . ov 0 e of 


: ue ee the vines. During the following 
year. a comet was ſeen; the year after which the 
| winter was very . and. r c in 1060 
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In 1062 * of the en in 1 1 
1 2 werbe with thunder, and light- 


The next 
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In 1005 ſeveral ee eee 9 8 
ee to invade the Samay, pie f 
with peſtilential diſeaſes. pas 
In 1066 ͤ a comet was een i in 3 9 a cad 1 
winter ſucceeded. Egypt and Arabia, countries 
not ſubject to earthquakes, were violently. con. 
vulſed in November; and a plague ſpeedily 
followed, which, authors affirm, ſwept away one 
the inhabitants. Ab was nde vith 
famine. 5 


ehe north af, Europe ſpeedily experienced 


6 riſhed . 


ee calamities. Violent earthquakes in 1068, 


and a comet in May, of apparent diameter equal 
to that of the moon, | viſible forty days, were 
_ ſucceeded by famine. The country in England, 
from Durham to York, was depopulated. Men 
| ſubſiſted on dogs, cats, and every unclean thing, x 
or periſhed; and their bodies were left to putrefy 
n ar FRE The winters were unuſually ſevere. 


gd. cent. 71, 55 Murat. "ur * Baron. 
= ality : 8955 5 ep vol. xi. 379%” 15 „ . Wy 5 ; 7 4 15 


ws 1074 e comet . 3 a Ta 
_ wititer. The winter of 1076 was exceſſively _ 


cold, from: November to March, ſo that the roots 5 . b 
mn vines were killed. In April 1077 appeared = 


„ Eh x4 nf. - - 
nes , PLS : f IT ; 75 8 


| ſantinople with fuch mortality that the li 
„„ bury the dead. An earthqu 
5 experienced in ene and ſhocks were alſo 
08108 an 108655 6H2a dnt Bod bong 
In 1084 raged ee elend dhe 
| latter deſtroyed the whole army of the Empero 
Henry, in Rome. In 1085: Ruſſia was laid waſte 
by ASeuſts and the pla, ue. Ihe ſe: wer 
| unfavourable in England, the crops 9 5 a 
great mortality among cattle. In 1086 were 
Sent inundations in Flanders, Italy, and in 
other © ; and in 1087 ound: —_ 
2 "Mage. cent. 11, 13. Sari ws al a Stowe“ 
nr Wa net erer. 2353. 


. 4 PE. 


. 8 . 4 in 3 5 3 fouls 
is the houſes, and fled to the woods. In the 
two following years the ſame calamities conti- 
nued; bad ſeaſons, murrain among cattle, and 
a "violent fever which appeared in the former 
year, ragec im theſe, and affected one half the 
people of England. In 1089 a burning plague 
Heel mankind. Ls ee 


3 
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A the en nd e nex ande I 1 ed a 
plague, which the hiſtorian relates to have ariſe 1 
from the putrefaction of their bodies. I he place 
where the locuſts appeared is not named. } 

A moſt ſevere winter in 1093 occurred, addite 
a very rainy ſummer in En gland. The ſummer 
of 1094 was alſo exceſſively rainy. The plague, | 
at the ſame time, raged in England, Gaul, d 
Germany. In 1094, alſo, was a Walen temp "8 

with an earthquake. 3 

The comet in October 1096 Was 5 
with great rains, which prevented the ſowin g of 

| winter grain, and famine followed. Various 

fiery. appearances, and meteors, were obſerved : 
during this Fe and the winter of 1095. was 

| ſeyere. 3 | 

In 1098 . a | netiilence Ms a ſol” 3, Po vet 
tid quality of their food, which had been injured 
by great rains. This was the year of the laſt 
named comet; and in the following year was a 
Ty winter and a gende * was in pers 


wen, cent. 1, 13. e hey een, 
- tori, vol. v. 59. „ 
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by. Tox the year 1099, or the following, is to be 
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ation. Wee winter 
2 and famine. ; 
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EE is n that na events related in the 


ths faſt paragraphs happened i in the fame year.. 
The inundation is ſaid to have frowned, | in 
Holland, 100, 000 people. DO Ae OILY 


A dark day is mentioned in the year 1099. 
as In the year 1100 raged, i in Paleſtine, a Mins. 


wy 'faid to have originated from the ſtench of 


dead bodies. In dd 2 violent earthquake . 
demolithed a tower, with the loſs of many lives. 


In 1101 appeared a fingular meteor, and ſuch 


multitudes of worms, el papiliones, from 


their reſemblance to a pavilion, that they covered 


two or three miles of country. . 
! N cent. 12. <a. TON 


RE 


415 1103 a new PP ſhone for a ths! 


55 and 2 comet of a bright flaming colour. A 
| plas a Ui W * ſame year. 


Ibid. and Mat. Paris. 2 


4 Ah: 1 105 theres Was a a diſcharge of; fire Som 


Heels; ; and the ſame 1885 a 9 quantity of 
hats | ow” 5 


the wen almoſt equal to the ſun, and two m 


OF Ernie DISEASES. | 


ſow; a violent earthquake in J. böten when 
 Obriſtmas; and, about the ſame time, a light in 


_ fins.” In February, of the following year, a 
comet of unuſual ſplendour-, for three weeks, was 
Yup from three to nine 0 clock, . two mock 
ſuns. FFF 1 
A Wotent Kean happened the Res year; 


many meteors were ſeen; and violent temp 


and inundations, with myriads of inſets 1 in the 15 


air, marked the diſorder in the elements. 6. The | 
year was alſo noted for ſterility of grain, and 2 
conſequent dearth. - Men were attacked =; Wo 
plague and unuſual diſeaſes— N ignotis morbis, 
ig ne, fam ma, ardore inviſi chili, homines excruciats 
# abſque aduftionis nota ertindti. 3 

1 Magd. cent. 12, ca. 1 3. Mae tom. v. 45. F 

1 


reader cannot fail to e how regu- 
us the mention of comets is accompanied | 


with a failure of crops, meteors and tempeſts. 


We have proof, in modern days, that e were 


e the GQtions of imagination. 


| | Leer- be the ane, cr hich appar . 


See the years 1 769-70—1 * —_ N 

5 1 107 pied a comet, with a fees coma: | 
Another was ſeen in Normandy in 1108. : 
In 1109 eryfipelous diſeaſes were cents in 
my which homered and; eee RY 
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5 0 "December 1109. appeared. a comet; and 


1 4 June 11 10 another; which, ſpread 1 its coma 
to the ſouth. - A ſevere. winter, with deep ſnow,. A 


and long continued cold, followed, with. ſexility 


of grain. An unuſual receſs of water. in the 


Ti rent, ſevere earthquake in Salop, and a mor- 


| tality among men and cattle, diſtinguiſhed t the 
at Near 1111. An earthquake, and ſevere plague, 


are mentioned under the year 111; but the 


5 | year. Was. remarkable for abundant. crops. of x 


grain, | This year there was an extraordinary * 
receſs of the water in the Britiſh. Chan nel for 


a whole day; fiſn died alſo i in the water, and 


domeſtic fowls took flight. into the woods. A 


N Magd. cent. 12, 15. "Rnighton's s 0s Avg. Senf I 
50 Ming + 4] 

"STS „„ 5 
2g 1 151 NV : $0 „„ 1 8 Ai 
Here we have an account of a progreſſion 
in the peſtilence, from the eruptive diſeaſes of 
1109, to the Plague of en This: is the | 

odern. order. 1011 0 
In 1113, or, as Cites han: u. in 1114, 

"met appeared, in a period of diſtreſſing cala - 
mities. There was an eruption from Heckla, in 


| Tecland; and in : May 1113 an extraordinary 
| 1 Tune A ; dreadful tempeſt my Vaſte*whble 


. countries; 15 


ny cities in „ were 


5 e. An 1114, many 
_—_ by an earthquake, the effects of which 


25 were felt in all the Oriental countries. In 


November, 1115, many. houſes in Antioch were 


ſwallowed up in à chaſm rent in the earth. In 
January 1116 various places ſuffered by ſhocks | 5 


of the earth; ang 1 in 11 n all aten wes N 
for forty days. bl 


In 1119 Flanders was e e by. an 5 


2 Wüst, which compelled many Flemings 


do abandon their country, and they ſettled in 5 


England. This event ſeems to fix the approach 
of the comet in the year 11123. 
Severe drought, anda cgi receſs of the 
ocean, left rivers dry in 1114. On the 15th of 


October, people walked over the Thames, be. 
| TREES e Weg the „ 


1 Short, vol. 4. 110 


+ 


the winter of 1115 was ' moſt rigorous, and a 
ö terrible mortality ſwept away the cattle. * 5 ry 


comet. appeared i in this year ald.“ A355 


The year 1116 was rainy, and fruits were 


deſtroyed. In 1117 ſwarms of locuſts, about. 
Jeruſalem, deyoured vegetation; and in Exgh . 

i: great damage was done by floods. _.. 

In 1118 and 19, earthquakes were e 


ä In 1120 tlie locuſts and a IG Judea, IF 


* - 


. 
%% . . 1 5 
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i uten much fm an exthigui 
A ſevere winter in 1121, and a drovight: mw. 
next year, which occaſioned a 0 of” yo 
i 1 and men and cattle periſhed. 5: 
In the foregoing period no great Feast 
is mentioned, but ſuch: diſeaſes as were oc 
3 by ate ſeaſons, except _— | 
n. F 
© Fa | Mage. cent. 12. 13. PO Fg xii. 117. 
; Mane tom. v. 60. ne Hiſt. Lond. 


\O 


. 124 8 a very „e winter, 
5 which deſtroyed trees and vines, ſucceeded 
| by a cold ſpring, which retarded vegetation. 
The following year was noted for a deſtructive 
. plague among men and cattle, in France and 
5 in Brabant. Terrible was the famine in Italy, 
and in England ſo many people periſhed with 
hunger, that dead bodies lay in the highways 
unburied. In 1125 the famine, accompanied 
with peſtilence, continued in England, Ger- 
many and Italy. The ſeaſon was exceſſively 
wet, and all fruits were injured or deſtroyed. 
In 1126 appeared a comet, in October, followed 
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by a winter exceſſively ſevere; and in the 
following year, violent earthquakes occurred in 
= An. e r were fatal, in 
3 ab 5 " Magd, cent. 14, 13. Baron. . xii, 160, * 
=_ N U he $ ee . VVV 
; 


FR 
* 5 


or rrrorute DISEASES. | : 


tan by > þ yo SEAL was ae — — — 
and inundations continued a whole month. 
Authors aſſert, that the ſun exhibited ſingular 


appearances, changing its figure and dimen- | 


ſions, and that there was a remarkable intem- 
_ perature in the air. In modern times the 


face of the ſun is often disfigured with ſpots, 1 


and it is not unphiloſophical to ſuppoſe, that 
0 moving vapour in the air may TONY OO 
A its apparent diameter. i 
Inn the years next preceding had SA, one of 

| the moſt deſtruQive peſtilences among cattle ; 


and fowls ever known in England. The year 


1134 was rainy. The ſea broke into Flanders 
and deſtroyed many people and cattle. 
In 1135 the drought deſtroyed vegetation, | 
and occaſioned a dearth. The Rhine was 
fordable in almoſt any place. Terrible tempeſts 


= aud earthquakes and an eruption of Veſuvius 


marked this period, and a dreadful Plague 
1 enſued. | . 


fs | Short, vol. . 118. 
The eruption of Veſuvius was in 1136; and 5 
à ſecond took place in 1139. The ſummer of 

1137 was as remarkable for drought as was 


chat of 1135. The plague was univerſal, while : 
| g the diſorders in the een occaſioned a uu 5 | 


0 and e famine. 3 | : 
158 Magd. cent. 12, 13. Piftrius, vol. i. . 2 
"6 and M. Paris. 5 | 


Sk 


Foo, * HISTORY | 


_ _, Anighton mentions. the ſun's 1 its 
Se in 1133, and adds, that a darkneſs hap- 
pened, which ed a. a we in 
| the daytime. „ oe 


"rp his Chronicon. RE 


1 


8 


bin this it is e the fon 2 
appearances like thoſe which we obſerved on 
the 19th of May 1780, and which are uſual 
in dark days. The reader will obſerve the 
occurrence of ſuch days, in years when electri- 
city ſhakes the earth, or fire and lava are dif- 
charged by volcanoes. He will note alſo the 
drought that preceded the eruption, of Veſuvius 
Tos IL pad 1199. As 
In 1140 was an earthquake in 8 
in 1141 a very ſevere winter. In 1143 = 
air, for a mile in extent, was filled with an 
unuſual inſect, with the body of a worm and 
the ſize of a fly. A general plague among men 
and cattle began the ſame year, and raged - 
with great violence in various countries. In 

1144, or, as ſome authors relate, in May 1145, 
appeared a comet, illuminating the heavens, 
5 and the ſame year were violent earthquakes. 
In 1146 was ſeen another comet, and the plague 
was incredibly fatal. A famine prevailed, with. 
deſolating ſeverity, for twelve years, including 

the years Juſt named. 


Magd. cent. 12. Myratori, tem v. 65. "Pidtorins, 
Germ. 1 8 5 | 1. 
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n at this netze 1: his 


anti evils,” the intervals were very ſhort-. In 
1150 a very ſevere winter, and ſevere peſillewsey 

are recorded in the Saxon Chronicle, together | 
with famine. . An eruption of fire in Iceland | 
happened in the ſame year. | Earthquakes; 
inundations, and peſtilence, marked the ſub- 
ſequent years. The years 1151 and 2, are men- 


tioned to have been very rainy. The winter of 
1153 


mind at a loſs to what influence can be aſeribed 


the diſeaſes which afflicted nations for a ſeries of 
years, about this period. In this, gloomy: and 
barbarous age of the world, hiſtory is nat T. 
and deſtitute: of accurate. obſervations: / OM 
In 1137 there was an eruption in 3 : 
with a yery cold winter.—In' 1158 an eruption 
of Veſuvius, an earthquake in England, and an 
inundation of the Tiber. Peſtilence en in : 


Scotland in 1154; with famine. 


Not lang after theſe events, 8 the 8 Az, 
1161, Antioch, Tripoli, Damaſcus, |&c were 
convulſed Nh an en e with A Ins Lu E 7 


20, 000 lives. | 1 
After an ds Y more ee 300 yes 8, 


during which L. find in hiſtory no account of Eh 
any eruptions from Etna; this volcano is intro - ; 
duced to our notice,. by an almoſt continual 

vo. I. 0 Fs N 


\ 


4 * 5 


- ſevere, and the nume of 1166 ex- 
ceſſively dry. Theſe phenomena follow each 
other ſo rapidly, and are related with ſuch 

brevity, and i in general terms, that it leaves the | 
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iolent in 0.1 Sieily an inundatio 
drowned 3,000 people. In 1163 was one of 
the greateftinundations in Frieſland e own, 
precedetl by a ſevere winter. "Ab this time 
the plague was ruging in Milan, Normandy, 
and Acquitain. Unuſual darknefs is mentioned 
in 1164. jj In England the ſea overflowed twelve 
miles of country, deſtroying men, cattle, and 
improvements. In 1165 appeared a comet witha 
long coma; 12,000 people periſhed by an inun- 
dation in Sicily; Norfolk and Suffolk were 
memorable for great wind and hail, and moſt 
of Frederick Barbuoodh's' W e yy the 
F gee: > it; ON anz7 
In 1160 hit eruption of: on Was very .. 
. Catania was demoliſhed by an | earth- 
quake, and LO people periſhed. Afia Minor 
felt the ſhock.” In the next year ſo bee 5 
| many of the deſt cities in 5 Palatine] oa 
other countries, were laid in ruins. Germany 
ſuffered by earthquakes and inundations. Peſti- 
lence marked this period, and in pong a+ 
lignant dyſentery raged 1 in England. „ns : 
In 1174 mention is made, for eſto time, 
of an epidemic cough or catarrh. There i is, 
however, no queſtion that influenza and mee, 
1 ji or accompanied 
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1 rn times. - Auth 
record the prevalence of all the minor epide« 
mics, or SO 1 —_ 1 _ en ; 
printing. SEP Eg AS eo Hoop OOO. 

It 1175. hiſtory - mentions an nb n 
Ban peſtilential diſeaſes in England, and a 
famine. In 1176 a long and ſevere winter 
and an irruption of 20 1 into Holland. with 
with a loſs gp Tome year 1175 gene 
N 5 diſtir - vat led for violent winds. ly 5 6 36 


wi] lich ef Semembe ant darko dagich vith 
: Se appearances of the fun and moon. 
Another comet is mentione in 1179 NE n 
great hail ſtorm, e (i e 910867 : 
In 1181 appeared a a comet; and: "chin 
quakes, with an eruption of Etna, marked this 
period. At this time. Denmark was almoſt laid 
deſolate by exceſſive rains, famine, and peſti- 
lence, While Germany loſt half of its mhabitants 
by the plague.” Some allowance muſt be made 
for exaggeration in the accounts of the mort 
1 deſtructive plagues! This Was“ am age of ſuper- 
ftirion, and the imaginations of men were ſuſ⸗ 
0e bie of ſtrong tmpreſſii i6ns,''' ag SLIT 115 


In 11785 is Ceeotled a bit vichein* eth. 


ee ee. we 


and nende Wen on the Adri „ 
| whole city was frallowed _ and che ener 5 
. Was felt to the Baltie. e Es 
'___  *In-18486:Rufhia "ny Boland x were iro 
5 by locuſts and peſtilence. The winter was ſo 
„ mild, that the ee harveſt was in May, 
. and vintage in Auguſt. In Carinthia che 
locuſts devoured every green 6g. en 
An unuſnal conjunction of - es 17. | 
pened this year, in Libra, and ſo great was 
the alarm, in that ignorant and credulous age, 
on account of the calamities predicted by aſtro- 
logers, that a ſolemn faſt of three days was 
N appointed by the Archbiſhop o of Canterbury. 
ED WL, ren no uncommon event happened in Eng- 
6» f _—_ until: the. 6 8 Yes e te gue 
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j the plague ds Rome's. ein n, 
| 1 Cent. 1a, 13. Murat. vol. v. 70, and 6. 182, | 
EY. 4 8505 {, Univerſal Hiſt, vol. xxxii, 110, Henry's Hiſt, 
5 A vol. iii. er Dublin Ed. Shore, vol. i. 5 
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| 70 this 1 | 
. 1181 to 1211, although it is. probable Tha BL 
l ſeveral were viſihle. "Wi 1 
low far may. we ſuppoſe the econjundion of 
alk the plapets had any influence in produci 
the remarkably wilden Fo 1186 [ys 310 
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Jured tie grain and phe dearth! In 
England an eee IO” 
00M and left in health ſcarce 
perſons ſufficient to tend the den The of al 
; forms of burial were neglected; and dead bodies 
were thrown into graves in piles. A ſevere 
winter put a ſtop to this epidemic.” "Brompton, 9 5 
with a natural part ious I 5 
informs us, that the only places * mpte 
the deſtruction of this peſtilence, were the 
monaſteries. Contemporary with this diſeaſe, 
was an eee A nn fiery: ppear- 
an in the heavens. e i EM Machte 
6 Brompton's Hit, er, Script 12, . Short, 
8 ou (+a TJ i. 131. M Len s- 


Short places this fever under the: year 1196 5 4 5 


. | f 5 % x 
and calls it a 60 „burning ague. e 1 


Ken che Years 1001, and 1723. 55 72 
Es % 1 2 PRs Oh, N 


"They winter of 1200 was Lots the fummer of ” 
| 1201 Was very rainy; 5 and the ſuebeeding winter ; 
was ſevere almoſt beyond example. ; In 1203 
Was a fore famine from bad ſeaſons. © In 1205 * 
rigorous winter, and a great hail ſtorm; in 1206 
an eruption of Heckla; but 1 have no account 5 HE 
of any epidemics that prevailed. n ne „ 
In 1210 was an eruption of Heckla a d „ 
winter. In 1211 appeared a. comet, in May, ; th | 
viſible for 18 days. Great tempeſt 5 
i ay period with inundations. In 1212 | Venice 
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| Damietta, that authors relata, three perſons on 
furviveck out of 70, 00. By this we are to 
underſtand the diſeaſe * Wr ee 
mortal; but we muſt reject. the literal meaning 
df fuch relations, It is doubtleſs true; that the 
XY peſtilence of this N has merely been exceeded = 
in mortality. 


F: imundation. - Theſs — were the aa. 5 


8 e, which, iu Law WAS; bf 
Gaal, in \ Hol, that authors pſa. ſcar 


eee eee ee eee eee 
ants, an earthquake and a volcanic eruption in 


and. In 1220 the plague: was fo, f 


2N extremely 


SE TOOL ETLE | 


+ This.pwriod as very calamitous i in the. north 


15 of Kurops.,...1n,,1281 Poland. was, afflicted, by 


exceſſixe rainz, and the floods. which followed 
Tome AWAY whole villages. . The winter ſuceed- 


ing Was ſeyere, o that frozen wine was ſold by 


eight, while famine and peſtilence almoſt deſo- 


lated. Europe. In moſt. countries, the liying 
Fould Landon bury the, dead; and in ſome 
dite ſcarcely a perſon ſurvived. 


the yea 1222 Eu path unuſual 


the fruits In autumn the es 
with rains, and ſwept with violent winds. A 

85 juake ſhook Germany er Lambs ide: 
Cyprus two eities were demolithed/;- the ſhocks 
were frequent and continued for two-months,-1 in 
Brixia, Venice, England, and other countries 


8 'plagne raged for three years, with uncon- : b- 
- wid OY in Germany, Hungary, France, 
1 "EE | CAT mo as well: us 


555 85 623-4 2 55 wy 


wer... 5 1 ** 281 Y 7 I : 2 * 25 uf | 
1 8 2 © of 
ul period, ee Ache, 


of wy and lava. + from. the welonnges: in Iceland, 


in 1222, the one from Heckl 
KReikeneſe; and the eruptic ons 


Was a pete drought, and in 1225 a rige 


eee followed. 5 4 a _ n at 


"Tet ay at man en this —_—_ 2 


1 acc »mpanying. this: deſolating period, = 
| e to 1926, and decide for himſelf how - 


bank irs or elearicity of the ſyſtem is an agent 
1n/producing them, and the attending n 
We obſerva here the progreſs: of peſti 


he the ſame as in modern times. The 6" ö 


appeared in Egypt almoſt at the ſame time with 
* comet, and firſt deran gement of the elements 


: | 04 ? XS OM. 


Deore > known in the ; 
* eee of t has Th e e two ae | 


| repeated in 1999, 1995, and lead, In; 1996 


years Aster in 0 eres Iatitades; 

No comet is mentioned in the hiſtories of 
this dark — pra ura 
w f the ear, between 1228 and 1233) is 


men whole es and ark Was \efimated. hat 


ins 


mer, a en Len were eber | 1 bye a ſe- 


e ara with deep ſnow. A ae c 


eee ee bete tb weh übe he 


airs of St. Peter's church, and drowned the 


lower city. © July and Auguſt were exceſſivelyx 


hot. Au inundation of the Danube in 1232, 


and in 1233 fo ſevere a, froſt that rivers in/Ttaly 
were converted into highways; Gin e, _ 
a dark day Alo mar ea the: PO. e 5 
During this period, from 1290 to 1233 ; 
France, Denmark, and Italy were waſted by 
dreadful famine and plague. Theſe calamities 
bs een in 1234 and , in erbe, ande 
In London alone 20, 000 0 people were 
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reſſing agues ors epidemic. mik 
was a a voleanie eruption in Iceland 
In 1239 peſtilence again prevailed; a nem 
| Ki) like Lucifer, appeared; and famine! was | N 
” ſevere that perſons fed on human fleſfn. 
In 1240 a comet appeared einne „ 
E viſible a month. Mortal diſeaſes prevailed; © 
and authors relate, the fiſli on the Englim 
cCoaſt had a battle, in which eleven whales and 
a multitude of other fiſh were lain; and caſt 
aſhore. The cauſe to which this phenomenor =: 
aſſigned is laughable \enough; but ther fee 
. important, for it ſtrengthens modern obſerva- 120 
tions that when peſtilential diſeaſes prevail 
on the ſurface of the earth, fiſn often perim 
beneath the water. Of this no doubt can re- 
main; and this alone demonſtrates that the 
peſtilential cauſe is as powerful,” or nearly To, 
at the bottom of rivers and the ocean, as on 
the earth. A fact that reduces tlie theory of 
propagating the fomes of epidemic diſeaſes in 
veſſel clothes, and ſimilar artioles, from one 
+ 8 5 to another, to a . of very 9 0 = 
-— | conſideration. 50 = 
In 1240 alſo was a volcanic 1 in 185 | 
| en the winter was very ſevere, with deep 
ſnow, and cattle periſhed. In 1242 the Thames 
1 by means * W rains, and m 3 
| I . 
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beth \ The years 1948 and 4; 
Fatal plague.) Ln 1246 amen uf 


mild, that cry ee their ſummer ck t 


running through eee e and eden, 
the time in the hot op whe 
TRY begins. . . SG 
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In February 1247 a violent earthquake 
was experienced in England. This was fol- 


ne by. ng ſummer, antl a 
The winter following was Ao 


but 


Mareh to May was cold! + © 4 


The ſummer of 1250 was rainy and tempeſ- 


followed by a hard winter. The ſum- 
mer of 1281 was intolerably hot, and epide - 


mie diſeaſes prevailed; with great mortality. 
5 Thi In TI late traſts:: $118 ene e 
| the ele f July came great mins, vegetation 
ſtarted, but great mortality prevailed among 

5 eattle. erb Cogan the Plagus in 


uits of the earth. At 


; 28 1 


The year 1234 was difinguitbed 5 rigo- 


den Sigh 2 murmin _— theep, and in 


: $4 0 1255 ; appeared. a ' comet. 6: Fran wo gh = 
8 uncommon height, | rivers, were ſwelled with ; 
.. exceſſive rains, and tempeſts levelled buildings. 5 
In 1256 the rains and tempeſis were e qually 
violent, and another. comet appeared, In 1257 
the ſummer was alſo exceſſively. rainy. F. rom 
theſe rains came a dearth of corn in England 
and France in 1258, Which alſo was a rainy 
> year; and famine and diſeaſes made havoc 
With human life. Fifteen thouſand. perſons | 
periſhed. by. hun ger in London; 4 but 1. have x 
no account that the plague. prevailed at that 5 
| time. „ gy 0 
1 this ſeries of. wet ſeaſons ſucceeded ſevere 
drought | in 1259 and 1260. The mortality | 
i continued till the ſummer of 1259, Fn which 
4 plenty ſucceeded to. want. 920 EY 
be year 126 1 was rainy in Epe Jy 
lend, and a dearth was the ee in 
0 the following year.” | : 
why 1262 was a 1 — 55 eruption © in | Iceland. | 
| bar 1263 a ſevere froſt converted the Thames 185 
into A highway for men and horſes. In 1264 
a comet Was viſible. from June 20th. to 
| tember 28th, and e A Fro ayay . 
horſes and cattle. . ha 0 n 


e 
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425 %, 
of palmer worms Cc 


N ſeveral Villages. 0 
In 1336 appeared 4 comet, Ry viöleht tem 
Ln and ram are noted, together with ſterilit) 


F grain, and dearth i in Auſtria and Sicily. 
In 1269 the winter was extremely ſevere ; 5 


ſaders, on their march to the Holy Land, of 


15 vegetables in a Sootland'; a remarkable finko wa * 
followed by great floods: of TO which 1 


* 
— 


. Ihe and carriages paſſing on the ice oer 
the Thames. A plague raged among the cru- 


which died the French king and his ſon. Some 


authors mention a comet of ſtupendous mag- 
: nitude under this date; but it Was probably 
the ſame as that eo roms under the RY a 


year. 


among ſheep was firſt known f in England. As 


this was faid to be an imported diſeaf it is 
| Proper to ſtate how it was introduced. Short 
on Air, vol. 1. 155, fays, * This year a rich | 
F renchman brought into Northumberland A.” 
niſh ewe, ; as big as a two-year old calf, 
which ſheep being rotten, ſoon infected the 


: In 1274 was a great . and 4 5 
comet of frightful aſpett—an earthquake alſo 1 
in 1275. In this year, it is related, the rot 


country, ſo that the diſeaſe overſpreadd the 
whole kingdom, and laſted $5 or 28 years, till 3 


i left very few ſheep alive. This was the firſt : 


pt ever aden in En gland” 


The . 
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or > EPIDEMIC: birds rs. | 


= The acer will judge Which is hes greater 8 
Calf, the man who gravely tells, or _ man | Te | 
who believes, ſuch a tale as this. . 
Hiſtorians fix upon the year 1277 bat the. 
formation of the Dollert Sea, between Gronin- 
: gen and Eaſt Frieſland, by a great inundation, 
which overwhelmed 33 villages irrecoverably,” 
with many farm-houſes in the open country. 
5-3 In 1280 great inundations were followed by : 
mW very cold winter. In 1281 Poland Was af- 
Red with famine. The winter of 128 was 
\ the ſevereſt then remembered; an earthquake 
ſhook Italy, and the plague raged in Denmark. . 
In 1283 the fame malady prevailed in Scotland 
In 1284 the winter was one of the mildeſt ever | 
known; the year was remarkable alſb for great 1 85 
tempeſts, an unuſual darkneſs, and an eruptiorn 
of Etna. The year 1285 was noted for a 1 
ſimilar darkneſs, moſt parching drought, and 8 
the commencement of a famine in England. 
This drought. was followed: by * 11 bach 'of 
a comet in 1286. Lhe 
In this year Pruflia » was. | infolted: Lich a new. 
ſpecies of, worms, . whoſe. ſting was poiſonous. 
Swarms of flies and peſtilential fevers in Spain 
nearly deſtroyed the army of the French 763 
then making war on Arragonn 
In 1287 fifteen iſlands in Zealand ee ne 
whelmed by an n ion, with — loſs of 
1 19,000 Inhabitants. 123. B&W fois : Hr 1 105 94 8 
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dy- 8 followed = rtality a 
vere winter. _ Gram 1 Was abundant in ths « and . 
the preceding yea. 1 

In 129 a comet was ſeen, nd 8 now 
hom ee in May. rows ſhaken mh an 
ihe... 8 if 

In 1294 was an aut 3 winter, . 
eruption of Heckla, and a ſevere drought that 
ee l the . and riv ers. Graſs 


| land. was diſtreſſed by wk, and e { 


of the poor periſhed by hunger. In 1295 and 
6. many countries were afflicted with famine, . 
and i in 1297 the plague prevailed in Scotland. 


A comet of great magnitude appeared in 


1298, or in 1299, or, as other authors ſay, in 
1300, whoſe approximation was attended with 
violent earthquakes in Germany and other 
places in 1299, and an eruption of Heckla in 


1300. The year 1298 is noted for a great 
mortality among the Jews, and multitudes pe- 
riſhed in the eaſt by various diſeaſes in 1299. 


In 13035 appeared a comet, attended with a 
Fer peſtilence. A hard winter followed, in 
ee the Rhine was covered with i ice. i 

In 1311 Mount Jeckla diſcharge 8 
tents; in 1312 n . an and 3 
s$ famine commenced in Bohemia and 


: "Poland, | which was exceedingly F diſtreſſing g. 
| i} ; Men . 


\ 
s « 4 
= 3 f 1 
, its | 


le famine... This was followed by-a deſo- 
Wade in: nee mp vied with n 
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70 0 1318 the winter was fevers, aud in 1319 
the plague prevailed in England. A murrain , 


cpread among cone. = = fame, time, "with 
11 | E. deſtruction? ak VE * 3 1 
In 1321 the drought was extreme, and there 
was an eruption of Etna. Eruptions of Etna 
alſo are mentioned in 1323, 1329, and 1333. 
In the firſt of thoſe years,” 1923, was a ſevere 
winter, which covered the Baltie with ice. 
9 The plague raged in 1326. 
In 1330 the ſeaſons were vet, and crops 
VOOR” * this ak; ax | 


* 11 


1 * © have n. no , accounts of any comets | hong” 1315 to 1337— 
= which. may. be 1 tor a ior: of of my hiſtorical materials. 
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| wailed at Nuremberg and ieee 
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treſſed: by PEN OR but Dublin was 
2 of fiſh, called Thurlheads, which had 
ſeen "there for a In 1999was/an 5 


F< 428 ids | 10 i 


pened a — cold. winter, 
- vit pe hs To comets. Y / & _ | 
four months, the other two. T 


The winter following was alſo ſevere.” 
Piſtorius places theſe comets in 1336, * 


5 mentions an inundation at Florence. At this 
; time ag was, for fines 9 9 e 127 . 


in 1359 or 40 0 wed . comet. 5 
Great floods, and an eruption of Heckla fol- 
lowed, and a ſevere winter, which ana? the 


” EW fea with 8 1. 1 1 55 


11 

Ser 3 vol. 1. Pitorius, . I and 2. 5 
| Dafreſnoy, Chron, Henry, Hiſt. Brit. 4. 4+ 500. 
Camden's Brit. Tate. 8 5 ä 
Chronicon. OLE B 1 


SF * * . 3 * * 3 


Hine robin ION the. dh e * 
find but few intereſting deſcriptions, and no- 
thing could. have induced me to undertake the 


N tedious detail of detached fads reſpecting peſ- 8 


tilence, 
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N buy a ſtrong deſire to aſcertain all that 
| tan be diſcovered of the operations of nature 
in producing epidemic diſeaſes. It is of infi- 
nite importance; in diſeuſſing this ſubject, to 
know whether certain phenomena of ſeaſons, 
ſubterranean fire, and unuſual animals, uni- 


: Soy attend peſtilence ; and to aſcertain, | * 


poſſible, the order in which they proceed, for 
the purpoſe of diſcoveting whether they are 
connected with each other as cauſe" and effect. 
Barren as the; hiſtory, of the barbarous ages 
really is, we yet find it to contain a great 
number of facts that will aid us in developing 
;the cauſes: of epidemics. The ſubſequent periods 

f the world furniſh more ample materials. 


* now approach the morning of ſcience; 


. when, the clearer lights of more accurate hiſtory 
ill iluminate our path: = 
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| 4 910 0 e - e 
tie Ytorians ef _ ans” Kelack, 1 aa 1 
commenced in Cathay, China, te Was pre- 
deded by the burſting of a huge meteor or 
globe of fire; or, as others relate, the fire 
burſt from the earth. Theſe accounts were 
taken from Genoeſe ſeamen, and are recorded 
by Villani; but Dr. Mead, with that obſtinacy 
that rejects truth when oppoſed to preconceived 
theory, thinks the report incredible, and queſ- 
tions not the diſeaſe originated in Egypt. Had 
dae eyxer examined the ſubject like an impartial 
maman, he would have believed the account of 
tte ſeamen, for there is not a more certain 
1 7 J J in nature fan the 1 of 
AL nk | me 
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a peared | 7 1346 in 3 
Syria, e Turkey; F in. 1347 in Sicily, 


Piſa,, Genoa, and other parts of Italy; in 1348 
it appeared in the South of France, firſt in 
Avignon, which i is not a maritime city, but at 


2 diſtance from the ſea, and afterwards 3 in other FEE 


N of the kingdom, and in all the ſouthern 
ay inces of 0th At the cloſe of the ſame 


F 


vary: In 1349 it overrun a Ireland, Holland, 
Scotland, and in 1350 all en 1 
. the north of ane 


„ 


Pinter as well. as 1 8 even in the 11 of 
Furope. In France it firſt appeared at Avig- 
non in h "nd provalied thery . 


den., vol. 3 part: 2, 526. 
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ſouth of Eastand in — 1 Wil 

= Parker has placed its 0 1 55 after _ 

— Chriſtmas. | His words are: Ea flatim pet 
rvitatis dominice celebratum feſtum; ſu ni 


mirum hyemi et verum omnium ad r. wal 


212 4 n RY 
_ mortalibus. Sided . eyed « [Immediately 


after the feaſt of our Lord's nativity,” in winter, 


and amidſt the greateſt abundance of proviſions, 
when there could be no ſuſpicion that a con- 
"tagious diſeaſe would ariſe among men, the : 


plague. commenced.” * wm raged about five ES 


months, and, according to this author, ceaſed 
in May following; although other authors re- 
late that it had not gone through the 1 Ein gdom 
bil late in the ſummer. on 


)) * HR 
ws F3 4 s 40 F234 . 


104 the Eügüch was 1 by William Worceſter, 
of the black book of the Exchequer, it is ſaid 
that this plague prevailed in e of; Lon- 
don and its vicinity in autumn 1349. ; 

| Theſe different accounts of the time pr ms 
firſt appearance of this diſeaſe are reconcileable 
on the principles which modern obſervations 
have unfolded. It is found that the plague is 
alva preceded, for ſome months, and, in 
ſome inſtances, for two or three years, by other 
malignant fevers, which increaſe gradually to 
the violence of the true plague ; and often the 
degrees of violence are ſo gradual, that phyſi- 
cians themſelves can hardly determine a line of 


{+4 
hs * 
2 2 — 


FR the precurſor, of the. pl: je a id e plague. 
itſelf. , That is, they are at 2 loſs to know 
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Thenee all the diſputes, at the come 


1 incadrit of a peſtilence, whether the difeaſe 
is the Plague oy not, a circimaſtance” which ap- 
pears to have marked the origin of all great 

| plagues ; and yet Phyficians and philoſophers 
in Europe ſeem never to have ſuſpected the 


cauſe. "Theſe facts will be hereafter demon- 5 


ſtrated, and they annihilate, at a' blow, the 
whole doctrine of the propagation of that diſ- 


eaſe from country to country by infection. 


From the uniform” operations of nature in 
the caſe of epidemic and peſtilential diſeaſes of 
the kind under conſideration, there muſt have 


1 
9 


5 been in England, during the ſummer previous | 


to the appearance of the plague, malignant 


fevers which might approach to the violence 

and fatality of the plague. This eircumſtance 

might create a ſmall difference in the accounts 
of the origin of the plague; inaccurate ob- 
ſervers miſtaking the one diſeaſe for the other, 
or rather naming the previous putrid fever the 
| plague, kr it 9 on hs e To 


toms. 
It is en, nee that theſs: "ob 


may refer to the commencement of the diſcals: 


in different parts of England. 
This formidable calamity deſerves a particular 
: deſeription, with all the phenomena attending it. 


In 1347 appeared a frightful comet in Auguſt, 


During the prevalence of the diſeaſe the who 
Ps 
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many places. towns and caſtles were demoliſhed. 1 


teors were frequent, 


by TOY trem be " 


$  quakes. 5 All Germany was ſhaken in oo In : 
1349, on the 9th September, Sicily was ſhaken 
to its foundation, together with all Italy. In 


Greece many cities were overthrown, and in 


Thouſands of people were ſwallowed up, 


the ſources of rivers were obſtructed. | 


Over Avignon was ſuſpended a eee or 


Pillar of fire for an hour. The heavens were 


at times illuminated as with flam 


and me- 


+ deſeription. of all "I 


I have no particu 1a 


ſeaſons during the five years in which this 


ortal peſtilence deſolated Europe, but the year 
1347, the year of the comet, was, in England, 


exceſſively rainy, and the air humid“. Short, 


from Johan. Cale de Billona, mentions that a 


hot air, cloudy and moiſt atmoſphere, had con- 


tinued for ſome years, and that malignant con- 
tagious peripneumony followed in all Europe. 
But, unfortunately, the compiler leaves us in the 
dark as to the preciſe time of its appearance, 


and whether before or after the other forms of 


25 nee, 


20 * late e in pans : 
| . : 

„ Motius, in the Colleion of . Hillary, * | 
that i in the whole year 1348 was ſoutherly, moiſt weather, but 


there were no heavy rains to cool the air. Fruit Was abun- 
dan, but corn was not nutricious. See vol. J. . la 


: the | 


burſt from 2 earth, was horribly offenes, 
and conſumed the face of ws country, through 
an extent, of 200 leagues. . This account may 


© be inaccurate, but is not $0 be holly, rejcRted. 


That, ſome. action of ſubterranean heat was in- | 
ſirumental ,i in generating the diſeaſe is very pro- 
bable; or, at leaſt, that ſome phenomena oo 

fire accompanied it, becauſe this ſuppoſition is 
conſonant to the whole a K. eee ob- 
5 ſervations. 3 
Ihe peſtilential late of -3 air in "has 1 is 

ſtrongly marked by the appearance of myriads 
of unuſual and loathſome inſects, not only in 
China, but in Europe. They are deſcribed as 
voung ſerpents, or as Venomous inſets, or as 


large vermin with tails and eight ſhort legs, in 5 


which deſcription probably a frightened. imagi: 
nation had ſome ſhare of influence. But of | h 
| fact of their exiſtence there can be na doubt. : 
In the Ouſe there was a great inundation 
juſt before Aſcenſion-day ; ; and in York wt 
this plague. ſpeedily after the flood. 
The ſymptoms of this fatal malady were > vio⸗ 
lend, affection in the head and ſtomach,  buboes 
and other glandular ſwellings; ſmall ſwellings, 
like pimples or bliſters; uſually a fever, and a 
; -Fyomiting or ſpitting of blood. The ſwellings 
in the glands were infallible ſigns of the diſ- 
ls; 11 but the moſt fatal eee was the pim- 
in e e OM. us 9 585 ples 
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: mouth, raging delirium, fury, red, turbid or 
1 black urine; reſtleſſneſs, watching 855 black erup- 


2 0 rea : over the Wi "ER 


: 6 hoe from the mouth, noſe, and other 


parts, Indicated a univerſal and ſudden difor- 


OY ganization, of the blood. Tue patient uſually 
died in three days, or 1efs=—whiich denotes the 
5 virulence of the poiſon, or rather the activit 

of the diſeaſe,” which deſtroyed the powers of 


life in half the time ran _ bilious _ 
uſually employs. Fong 

The e e Whew" was OY 
about the ſame. time, appeared in a burning 
fever, inſatiable thirſt, a black tongue, anxiety, 
and pains about the heart, ſhort breath, a 
cough, expectoration of a W; matter, open 


4 tions, anthraces, buboes, and in ſome corrod- 


ing ulcers over the whole body. The diſeaſe 


uſual ly terminated the fourth day, ſometimes 


not till the ſeventh. The blood was black and 


thick, but ſometimes greeniſh and watery, or 
yellowiſh. veneſection Was certain death. — 
The diſeaſe baffled medical ſkil—the only re- 


- medies that appeared to relieve were laxatives 


early admin iſtered, cupping and ſearification, 


5 erbe, applied to the hemorrhoides, and in- 
Furdlhy infuſions of mild es toons np attenuat- | 
Ing, petoral vegetables. 1 


It will be hereafter found, that e 
e and N uſually form a part 
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66 thit, feries 2 
during a period of general contagion. When | 


| Half or two thirds of the human race periſhed 5 
in about eight years. It was moſt fatal in cities, 
but in no place died leſs than a third of the 
inhabitants. In many cities periſhed nine out 
of ten of the people, and many places were 
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f Gilegles which always occur 


plague and yellow fever occur in ſummer, in fe: 
northern climates, pleuriſy and peripneumony +] 
often aſſume, in winter, . wat even ere 8 

lential violence. ; of 
5 plague Was 15 Sem W at 12 [4 


* "I 
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wholly depopulated. In London, 50,000 dead 
bodies were buried in one grave yard. In Nor- 
wich died about the ſame number. In Ve- 


nice died 100,000; in Lab! "96;0004? 895 


lorence the fame number. | | 
In the eaſt periſhed. de millions in WY = 


| year. In Spain the diſeaſe raged three years, 
and carried off two thirds of the people. Al- 


phonſo IE died of N white? belioging 00 
raltar. 33 


In this fatal bee the appreben fion of am 
deſtroyed the value of property. In England, 


and probably in other countries, cattle were 


neglected, and they ran at large over the 
country. The corn periſhed in the fields for 
want of reapers; whole villages were depopu- 
lated; and, after the malady ceaſed, multitudes 
No nd buildings of all kinds were ſeen - | 
„„ e mouldering : 


and even co 
ward III. A. D. 1350. The See ſtates, 


| that a great part of the 
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to ruin. TY ſat 


25 had been. worth. forty iin after the ſick- 


neſs ſold for half a mark. 
Although in the year e ns ee had - 
been a plenty of proviſions, yet the neglect of 
agriculture during the general diſtreſs produced 
a famine. Such was the loſs of labourers, that 
the ſew ſurvivors afterwards demanded. exor- 
bitant wages, and the parliament, of Engla 
was obliged to. interfere. and limit their wages, 
:ompel_ men to labour.—See 23 Ed- : 


workmen and mat; wag tied, of the, . | 85 


neceſſity of men, ade exceſſive. wages. 


| 1 This diſeaſe was particularly fatal in Den- 
mark, all buſineſs was at a ſtand, towns were 


deſerted, and all was terror and deſpair. * 


reached the higheſt northern latitudes; 
broke out in Iceland, and was ſo fatal, or 


the ſettlements there are ſuppoſed not to haye 
ſince recovered their nie, * was called 


the ſorte diod, black death. 


In ͤſome places people attempt d | ta. —_ 


5 infection by 8 their families 8 board of Z 
veſſels, and putting to ſea, but it was in vain, 


yy were ach, in every We without ee 
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23 1348 the His as away the ( 


land merchants and ſeamen. This diſeaſe alloy! 


or ſome other cauſe, deſtroyed the colony of 
nes in that country, for it was extin- 


». 


250 and 1 never been found or "henedk „ 


to this Buy” 
This Pede Was eee fatal to the” 


monks and regular clergy of all deſoeriſ 
In one ſociety at Montpelier, of 140 mem- 
bers, died all but 7. About the ſame propor- 
tion ee dd in en 11 | 
ſtanc equi in Knighton's amn de- 


| ſerves particular notice. At Avignon, where 
the diſeaſe firſt appeared in een '66 of the: | 


Carmelites had died before th 1 
: E and when x it was diſco 7 


filthy monks, in a city, not commercial, nor a 


ſea-port. There was no idea of any imported 1 | 
infection, but there muſt have been ſtrong 


local cauſes which firſt excited into action the 


general contagion, which, at that time, 
-yaded the atmoſphere over the whole globe. 


Such was the hayock made by this peſtilence 


| * ns the clergy 1 in TOP. ſays Knighiwn, 


that 


9 bree which might be crowded. with lazy 


nter mrotoke *— | 


that a viearage, which before the flague might | 
Kids been ſupplied” for four or five marks a 
year, 'or two marks, and the man's board, was 


. raiſed e eee Dh, or twent 
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This peſtilential period was preceded with all 
7 the uſual phenomena of fatal epidemics“. The 
earthquakes and the inſects have been udticocht 
abortions were among the remarkable precurſors 
of this malady. The ſame fact is naticed! by 
Diemerbroeck, before the great plague at Nime- 
guen, in 1635. The ſame has been mentioned 
by the authors he quoted, Foreſtus, Sennertus, 
and others; and is aſcribed to the tenderneſs 
and debility of the heart and viſcera, -| Pregnant 

vomen firſt feel the effects of a ſtate of air 

unfriendly to the ſupport of life, and if they 
are ſeized with plague, are always its victims. 
Another phenomenon attending this plague 
was the death of fiſn. This circumſtance, with 
the bad ſtate of the water, which is often affected 
2 be in this aeg | _ Te to a 
D ſprings, by by K 


. eee 1 
* Furs eruptions at Hi ang of e 11 n n 
5 account, at this period, unleſs in Iceland i in 1 0. But my 55 
: 1 of En ate very imperfeR, tas ; 
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Theſe . 
drove legiſlatures er peine to exerciſe every 


ſpecies of cruelty; upon the Ifraelites, a on account. 5 


of their uſury; and when the report of the 
poiſoning the water circulated, the populare, in 
ſome places, and eſpecially in Germany, ro k 5 

and men * f chaſe) unfortunate 


e e N e £10019. SES 

Pues abe vans ee ns England 4 Ave. 5 
thouſand died in one paſture. The ſtate f 
the air and water was ſo petetial, e that'k it was 


| w -, wes gina Wage Pennant's. Ardic eee P- _ Town- | 
A ſend's Travels in Spain, vol. U. 219. Maitland's 
Ss Hit. of London. Muratori, tom. TT 588, and 
ode 0 594. Univ. Hiſt. vol. xxxii. 251. 'Stowe's | 
Survey, 478. e eee of France. Vil. 

T1 e S ee ionuh? e of 1 


o LIES 


5 4 CTY "44% 


i 0 un may f be e that his Wl 1 
| and and France during peace, or 


mas Kalt ds a truce which had been concluded 
between Edward III. and the King of France, in 
1347, and N laſted ſeven, JOB. Lon at 
1 5 | LT Guido, | 
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| r STO 40 
Gade an inhabitant of me when this 1 


ant 3 of A bobo. te 5 fact that 
throws light on this ſubject. He ſays, that the 
malady was of two t the firſt, and ict 

7 the other about. two months, was a fever, 


-vith Tong: of blood;” not. unlike that which 


ed:in'the time of Fracaſtorius. All who 


— wich on: GREY died. in ring 


Ahe other Kind, ak 1 ce 
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ene called. plague, ways 
_ preceded by ſimitar fever. 1 ee 
plague in its fit flages, though it does not 
exhibit the glandular Wein gs, which modern 
phyſicians contend are characteriſtic of true 
plague, and mark a genus, or, at leaſt, a ſpecific 


difference between that and any other kind of | 


_ typhus fever. This fact, of a ee e * in 
the diſeaſe, annihilates the favourite notion o 
deducing all plagues from infection; a notion 
which is bandied about between Phyſicians and 
legiſlators like a tennis ball, though, tiny 


ſevere earthquakes in Italy. In 1336 u 
violent ſhock in Switzerland and in Germany, 
this ſucceeded moſt violent rains, and famine 
and een in eee vin vr : 
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Ih rer, humid ſeaſons which i introdues 
rhe geeatpeſttence of 1347—50, were ſucceeded 
0 Ons in 1350, 4 comet in 1351, with tre- e 
me ſtorms, and a meteor, which burſt with 
y report. The winter following” was 
See and in 1354/ A rie A ad Cyprus were 
n England denne epidemic madneſs i 
1354. In 1358 was a ſevere winter, ne 
wy Werne in + Treland, and's me- plague 
© rence loſt. 100, 000 citizens, yo Fane ſays, 
ſearcely ten of a thouſand ſurvived. There was 
a great mortality, particularly among Wann 
eee and cattle did not eſcape. 8 
This peſtilence alſo became nearly general : 
1 e _— EO 1348, was 
. = 8” TW 


— 


* 


| vera afflicted, as 


+. 


| loſt bee of its ere ants. 
as called the ſecond in he reign of Kd l 
| and it was in time of peack. W e RI 
In this peſtilential time decu ur i remarkable 
25 3 of hail and ſnow, in April 1360: The 
tendency of the elements, in ſuch Fd. Sea 
generate hail wy err is a a fact that well deſerves 
conſideration. | 1 
In January 1361 a 80 3 . 
daeſolation over Europe. The winter was ſevere, 
and the ſummer dry. In March 1362. — 
a comet in the North Eaſt, with a vaſt 
and an eruption in Iceland. A dearth, and 
diſeaſes among cattle followed. 
Il!uhis laſt peſtilence differed from that i in 11348 ; 
in two or three particulars. It raged with moſt 
violence on mountainous diſtricts, where the air 
was pure, and where the plague of 1348 did not 
prevail. It attacked the nobility: y..and gentry 
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85 with more violence than the poor, contrary to 
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the atuel thi; hom the difeals, of 2948: was 

moſt Buell te ee 18 ain . abe, ym of 
* $3 

1 85 4 Mantel, tom. ui, es. 2. x 3 Niger 


4 | Saccarii, vol. li. 43 3. Henrys $ Hig. 1 * 2 
N bats vol. iv. 1 oh l 


. comet = ee of, alla. wete fol- 


8 lowed, in 1968, by a winter of extraordinary 
. - > 4 ſeverity, 
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5 dene WI 40h laſted from September to April. 
The Rhine was covered with ice for ten weeks,” 
| The year 1865 was rainy, and the plague carried 
off 20,000 people in Cologne, and the Cars 200 5 
In 1366 an eruption i in Iceland deſtroyed ſeventy - © -  -» 
farms. The ſame year "was 1 "RAPP in 
3 England, and deaths ſudden. 
Ia 1368 was viſible, in March, a comet; ith 
| a coma, and the erops failed. In this year com- 
5 menced in England the third great plague in 
; | the reign of Edward III. the reader will note 
that this was preceded by a fickly year in 1366. 
. e was Vs, e e e 
: Oxford. e DIET | 
MM _TThemoſt fatal "_ was 13 69; 940 in Ireland 5 
' the diſeaſe raged in 1370. I have no particulas 
| of the progreſs of the diſeaſe on "the RO: EE 
ues it Was very fatal. „„ „„ 


Miet vol. Bi. 632. 0 40 vol. i. Lib. win 
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In 1373 raged an N madneſs a—_ 
the lower people in England; and in 17 N 
| ſimilar, diſorder, prevailed, in France and Italy. _ 


During g peſtilential periods, ſome general cauſe | 
ſeen ms to affect the brain in a powerful manner, 
© eyen in perſons who eſcape the plague. i 


N 1374, alſo, was an eruption of a volcano i in 2s 
4 celand. There was alſo famine, a violent Paus 
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5 30 Tealy, aud ſome parts of Funes mn 1871 | 5 


there! had been a ſevere e in dhe e 


F 215 1979 dead: 2 1 beknel in _ 
x 18 of England, which almoſt laid waſte the 


country; 555 in 1380 was ſeen a comet. The 


Ai.ſeaſe is not deſcribed, but it was the forerunner 0 
of a moſt rand Pingu. n | 8 ü 


good and cheap. _ 
In 1381 and 2, 20 84 40 8 were 


f felt in England, and a ſevere peſtilence appeared | 


at Avignon, in France, which raged for four or 


580 we depopulating many cities. It pre- 


5 in Italy, France, Germany, England, 
1 Heland, Greece, and the Eaſt. There was an 
eruption of Etna in 1381, and the year cloſed 
with great rains. The year 1382 was without 


_ winds.” The plague was moſt fatal to children, 
ade alſo among the 
Friars. K 1 this gr o TREK 110 90, rand 


and great ravages were 


5p: 


| Liber Niger Sac... 4. Shen PO 


7h 15 1388 the. leak; was ſo Gs” that the 
} Rhine was for. dable at Cologne. In 1389 violent 

1 tempeſts raged in England, with great deſtruc- 

tion; and in the year following was an eruption ; 


of a volcano in Iceland. In modern days, we 


— 


obſerve ho fame train of Phenomena, nw; Ag | 
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ache on one general cauſe.” In 1389 
| appeared a ſingular meteor, or light in the he- 
vens. The year 1389 was remarkable for the 
death of children in all parts of England. From 


the phenomena that attended, and the diſeaſes 8 5 


which followed, compared with the order of 


diſeaſes in modern days, it appears very probable 
that this difeaſe was a ſpecies of angina, which 


almoſt invariably precedes the plague. In the 


next year a deadly plague raged in the north of 


England. Swarms of gnats. and flies marked 
this period, and ſome parts of the Continent. 
were overrun with locuſts. | 


| Fiſtor vol. i. | Short on Ar. 
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The ready will ak the exceſlive 1 5 
phate the eruption in Iceland, and the fiery | 
appearance in the Heavens in x the year of _ 
tempeſt. 1 8 | 

In theſe e nature is Ds uniform. 
It is a very common event, that dyſentery, of 
a malignant type, ſucceeds the plague. Such 
was the caſe in England in 1391, when this diſeaſe 
was epidemic and very mortal. A dearth of corn 
might have contributed to the ſame event; but 

ir is often the fact without any ſcarcity of food. 

An uncommon "redneſs of the ſun is men- 


tow 1 m July of 1391, and for ſix weeks after 


thick vapour or clouds. Perhaps theſe might 
ow beets occaſioned by wy aca in Iceland 
TH al | 


| if 3 : 0 
. . 5 : , 
| 1 „„ 2 air MISTORY . 


1: 3 the x W year, as it appears to den been 1 
| } = 3 phenomenon ſomewhat ſimilar to that which _ 


| | Europe beheld with amazement and terror in 
i. 1783. 1 have, however, my ſuſpicions, that 


While the central fires expel immenſe quantities 
of burning lava from volcanoes, they may force 
through the earth, in adjoining continents, a 

ſubtle vapour, that is inviſible, until it is collected 

/ and condenſed in the NET: regions of the 

atmoſphere. ET red 5 
be beginning of the Ane conjiiry- was 
marked by a ſevere and deſolating peſtilence. TY 
The diſeaſe firſt appeared i in the laſt year or two 
of the former century. In 1399 the mortality _ 
was ſuch in Spain, eſpecially in Andaluſia, that 

\ 1 the King was obliged to ſuſpend the law Which 

lil 1 „„ ie widows from marrying within a year 
| after the death of their huſbands. | KY was mY 

4 ceded ole ſevere winter. 8 W Fs pa 

4 : 0 ver cr n. vol. XX. 555. 
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N IP 1402, 3, . 158 hl has in Tecland 
4 carried off multitudes of ne: inhabitants. 
Vn Trol, 5 


Tn 1400 W _ 1 Geknef We 
1 England. A violent earthquake the ſame 
year in Perſia. In 1401 Florence was nearly | 
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which was viſible for three months“. II 1402 3 
froſt ſo ſevere, that the Baltic was paſſable for 
horſes for ſix weeks. In 1406 the ſea broke into 
Holland, Zealand, and Flanders, with prodigious 
injury. A plague carried off 30, 000 people in 


London; and a comet the ſame year-. The . 


winters following were ſo ſevere that moſt birds 
died. In September there were great floods 
from rain. In r OUS: was an eee of | 


| Fitrins Germ: Sete vol. 1. 


The Gomes of. 1406 e the Ar e 
in Laage was. cle ae _ Ow 
wear E. oo” 5 
In 1411 the 8 abe alf 14 000 

| — in Bourdeaux, but I have no account of 
the ſeaſons. The plague raged in Aquitaine 
and Gaſcoigne with great mortality. In 1412 

there were uncommon tides in the Thames. In 
1414 a comet, and in 1416 an eruption of fire 
from a volcano in Lecland,.. Pr cone by; ent i 
a 24 142 L, accor 5 to dome W bargen 
| the. . dreadful inundation in Holland, which 

5 formed the ave ſea. In 146% en was an 


Ty * * According, to „Liber Niger s W his was 3 1401, 5 | 
"this is moſt probably correct. The period of this _ 1s 
345 ae and we ſhall find it under the yeaf 17444. 
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ſeaſons were rainy, the winter mild, à des 


en rat, prevailed in Englar 
en g the plague. | 


Poland. From theſe phenomena L fuſpess. the. 


wach 1 a ns bus: have no account. of 
one. I 


In 1426 a 3 an e e hot furve, 


felt. i in- * parts eee 10 * 1427 the - 


followed, and the plague in Dantzick. 
J and the * 


In 1430 happened a general « „ : 


1432 a great inundation in Germany—in 1 433 
à comet was viſible for tliree months in the 
ſouth—and the winter followin g was terribly. 


ſevere. The froſt began in the laſt week in 


November, and en ail Nog | mich bs Lad 


7 ; riger thn 8 aid 1 Short, vol. hs Liber 


ee ae VF 11 


1 Wo *: was an 5 of: a lon in 


Jenks; and a ſevere winter. An epidemic 
1 fever prevailed in Venice, which was attributed | 
dio the uſe of ſtagnant water. 


In 1438 and 9, violent ſtorms and great rains 


5 injured the corn, and a dearth enſued. ' A comet 
| in N and a A winter followed. Jo theſe 


phenomena 


2 . — er coughs, mall pox, Sev - 
an Nr n ee exceedingly fatal. 


n vol. i þ Piſtorius, vol i 1. 


: my 1445 onen Hungary, and Poland 6 
were dame, injured an arthquak In 1444 

| ths ere was repea Prove in 1446 2 7. An 
epidemic prevailed in 1445 which ſuddenly M14 
life, but it age e ede In January 1449 

: in n Ttaly, anda 14 50 "Sunnis: and: ae In 

Milan e e we er 2. 75 


8 v3 8 


nn vol. wr Shan, rol. * 
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Ibis . of 1450. is ſaid nee e "BE 
41 and afterwards ſpread over Italy, Germany, 
6 ow __ W inen alive un, a "mn . 


a 1455 appeared a domet. 


ae ee ee 4. HO IR 

fix months; in Kay. e 

25 | Piſtoriua, vol. 1 . Muratori, dem. U. Lo 56 
EN „ Th TY on : It 


; [this Nr of wie Oats Medes. * * very 
tions explain the progreſs: of peſtilence, which. is 
moſt uſual; viz. meaſles, catarrh, angina, and . 
other malignant complaints preceding the eriſis 
of the peſtilential ſtate of air, or plague. And 
ve find almoſt invariably ſome of theſe nappa 
to be epidemich even before earth- 
du des, and eruptions of voleanoes, althou * ; ; 
the in6R violent form of the peſtilence does not 
| appear: abvays till a year or two after thoſe phe- 


1 . — 
. 33 * 


— — —. — — e — 


| nomena. There is alſo a differenee in tlie times 
i f of the ee of the plague in various 
I countries. In Egypt, the peſtilence n 


. — oy; hah ba 6 1 
e D 2 — oor — R * 2 
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EY wag * 


appears firſt, and is conte mporary with the 
comet, or nearly ſo; and the ſame year when 
the plague rages in Egypt, we find anginas, and 
other malignant diſeaſes, prevailing in Europe 
and America, in northern latitudes. This dif- 
ference in time evinces the power of local cauſes 
in/ aiding the progreſs of the epidemic conſti- 
tution of air, and which produce the moſt violent 
_ diſcaſes' in Egypt, one, two, or three year pre: 
vious to their appearance in cooler latitudes. 
But it will almoſt always be found true, that tlie 
deommencement of a ſeries of epidemics is nedly 
bat the ſame time in all parts of the world; the 
55 Precurſors of the plague being nearly contem- 
„ e in different ee * the 
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1tial/ cor or ; general" contagion, 
arrives to its eriſis much ſogper in Egypt, 
Smyrna, and Conſtantinople, than in places leſs ET, 
expoſed to the influence of local cauſes of diſeaſe. 
In 1468 peſtilence again appeared i in Italy, 
but I have no particulars. In 1467 a com 
and mild winter is recorded remarkable fu 

and the ſevond inſtance I have found in ider | 
Indeed, ſo uniform are hard winters during the _ 
approach of comets, that aceounts of exceptions 165 


are to 00 ee of TI Wt in e of 


ge IN TIS RPE 7 77 72-1 FI þ 174 $3 > Sh | 
In 1468 a moſt 00 wile raged in Wait 


i which Short gives a e ular af . 
from Rolandus R nn e EE 

| Short, vol. 4. 194. In, vol. viii. ran 
A * anne N ane a vol. ii. FE 33 
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In 1471 the winter Was r :oinhorojs an K e 
* 1472 appeared three comets, two of them ß 
diſtinguiſhed magnitude. In 1473 moſt exceſ- 
ſive heat and drought; and authors relate that 
the woods took fire by the heat of the ſun. This 
drought continued three years—all ſmall rivers 
were dried up the Danube was fordable in 
Hungary. In 1475 and 6 appeared thoſe enor- 

- mous ſwarms of locuſts which always denote 5 
tate of air highly peſtilential, and ravaged Hun- 5 


nu and 8 8 1474 ee . 
| | "= felt 88 


4 BRIEF HISTORY, | 
rat In. 1675 eee, of 
| volcano i in Iceland. „„ 0s 30 03 ens 
- Theſe Chains. in hin. ee as RY 
ai moſt terrible peſtilence, which bega 
in 1472, and arrived to its height in 1477. It 
raged in Italy, Germany, France, and En gland. 
Fs and how much more extenſively, my authorities 
do not inform me. It prevailed ſeveral years 
with incredible / mortality. In Paris periſhed 
40,000, a large number for the population at 
that time. In England the number of deaths 
vas not eſtimated; but authors relate that fifteen 
years of civil war did not carry off one third of 
the number. This year, 1477, was exceſſiwely 
ner In 1478 Bonis over-ran 
. 

EIn 1478 . 1 in 1 e 
its ravages; beginning like that of 1348 in 
autumn, meins N 55 winter until the 
Dent autumn. e nt 

FILE” | Fiftorins vol. 11. 784. e es Short, 
vol. i. Maitland's Hiſt. London.  Fracaftorius; 


de 2 1 1 Fernelius de Morbis . 
lentibys. 
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In 1481 and 3 a moſt 1 plagye inf 
nah and Germany. ig 
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1 1484 eee gar was la 1 
In 1483 or 5 appeared in 8 a new 
fpecies of the plague called ** ſudun anglicus, 
7 or ſweating ſickneſs. of the Engliſh, becauſe it 
was ſuppoſed to attack none but Engliſhmen. 
_ an. hower er, was a miſtake; for the ſame 
diſeaſe, at different times, re i in Jug] nd, 
Germany, Sweden, and Holland. E 
In the life of Eraſmus, it is mid 50 e 
ed firſt in 1483, and to have returned in 
1485. John Kaye, or Caius, a „„ | 


phyſician, ſays it firſt appeared in 1483 in the 


Duke of Richmond's army, on his landing at 
Milford Haven, in Wales. But on all hands it 
is agreed to have had its origin in England, and 
to have been a ſpecies of plague... It is called 
novum peſtilentice genus,” a new kind of peſ- 
tiled: and inſtead of being peculiar to England 
or Engliſhmen, *©* a Britannis exortum, incredi- 
bili celeritate per orbem longe lateque divugutum 
1 75 it originated in Britain, and with incredible | 
en ſpread far and wide over the earth. 
N Eraſmus, + 347. 1 * Med. bes. 


ir Thomas More. in a letter to „ e 
declare this diſeaſe in London, Oxford, and 
K 


-- & PEROT, 65 * Mi inus ed in rie, quan! in, 
urde ele. 1 . 

The ee a 1485 was — 8 
and an inundation of the DOVE" matle one : 


15 en with men and cattte 
1] his diſeaſe attacked adden, MY a ſenſu 


tion like that of hot vapour running through 
the part a To this Wie internal 
heat, unquenchable thirſt, and profuſe ſweat- 
: ing, which often el off the patient in two 
or three hours. The violence of the attack 
was paſt in 15 hn and in 24 hours the 
patient was conſidered to be out of danger. It 
was moſt fatal to perſons in high health and 
eaſy condition of life. It was Attended” with 
moſt of the ſymptoms which characterize the 
plague—anxiety, reſtleſſneſs, violent e in the 
ak delirium, and exeeſſive drowſineſs. © 
ES es the Life of John Calus," Alkin's Wag nt | 


#7 i; Memoirs of mem . 120. e W | 


e b l.. 


. Was e eee 8 Pa Retr 
infeſied Italy and Germany in 1483, and Den- 
mark in 1484. And it will be found, M K 

mination, that. when the ſweating , fic 

_ raged in any part of Europe, that or ſome 
other peſtilential diſeaſe was in other countries. 
1 Pang the ehe l this form .of the 
a Le, 5 | 1 plaguo 


„ „„ 


plague, in e at this ——_ De n, 
loſt nearly one half of its inhabitants by the 5 
| common Plague, Which t v 5 0 5 


. 


The "nuthos w the Traits bs Ia Peſts, 1 by 23, 
| remarks, . that until the fifteenth century the 
_ plague exhibited the ſame. character; but then 
eite accidents degenerated,” or rather it reigned 
a new malady, which, under different external 
Appearances, committed. ene deſtruction | in 
the human body. _ 

It did not any longer 1 how itſelf hy ems” 
carbun cles, and pimples; nor by any. of the 
eruptions which the heat of the viſcera puſhes | 
out; nor was the ſkin withered by the par ching 
| dryneß, which accompanies carbuncular ſpots; 
on the other hand, the ſkin was inundated by 
torrents of ſweat, which ſeemed to be poured _ 
from the whole body, the viſcera were dried, 
and the heat which diſſipated the fluids ſeemed * 
to diſorder all the laws of the animal economy. 
About the middle of the 16th: century the 

15 Aae reſumed its former character, but a. 
_ nenen ſomewhat varied and lighter. Mo Terry 
The ſweating plague at firſt attacked none * 
| Epglikminn.” Even Scotchmen [eſcaped in fo- 

reign countries, where Engliſhmen were ſeized. 

Foreigners in England eſcaped. This, however, 
was, on its firſt invaſion, in. 1485—for 1 in ſub- 
f ſequent Wan it ſpread over ac countries. 


But 
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Bu the fact of its ole only an at 
firſt is preciſely analogous to what has happened 
on many other occaſions, in other countries. 
It recurred in OT. in N 19 W 
and 1551. 5 
In 1491 . a comet; e ſeafon was 


oy wet, an epidemic Twepe away cattle, and a 
famine afflicted Ireland. x res” winter i 
RN in 4493. e ee 


| Short, 1. 1. . Smith's Cork, page 30. N 1 


5 14g and 6 the aka gue a in | Portugal. 
Hiſtory of. Portugal, by Oforio. 7 


In 1496 an | epidemic. Ie prevailed. 1 


e y, which covered the body with ulcers - 
from head to foot. 


1 ritt, vol. 1 


; We 54 s FL To. 
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In 1498 the 8 very ary. In 1. 


a 198 in Rome did great injury, a comet 
was viſible in Capricorn, an eruption of Veſu- 


vius, and a mortal plague raged, which car- _ 


ried off in London 30,000 people. The King, 

for ſafety, retired ' to Calais. Maitland ar- 
ranges this plague under the year 1499. This 
peſtilence was oO d d e an | abundance _ : 
e 3 1 | 
FE" A Shen. vol. 1. dete aa 1 . 
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436 8: rrent opinion, that the nv lif- 
a was imported into Europe by the firſt ad- 
venturers to America with Columbus; and 


. that it gradually ſpread in Spain, from ee 


it was carried into Italy by ſome of the ſol- 
diers who were in the 1 of Naples in 1494, 
thence it was propagated rapi Ighout - 
Europe. This ſubject will be hereafter con- 5 


ſidered. It is, however, remarkable, that an 
epidemic leproſy ſpread over Germany about 
\ the ſame time, which ſeems to indicate an un- 


uſual tendency in the mme . to ulcerous 
and we complaints: LW ne 
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4 VE comet. 152 1500 was followed. Is an 
exceſſively ſevere . winter in 11501, to which 
ſueceeded a ſummer of great heat and drought 
in 1502. In this latter year the plague car- | 
ried off 500 daily in Bruſſels; the city was ſoon 


abandoned, the ſtreets were overgrown with 
b ne the roofs of houſes with moſs. 


Stenkius's $ Obſ, * 748. 
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De Ms 1 I 86. mentions Aa Cs. 
ee in China in 1504. In the ſame wur 
tas malady prevailed in Ireland. 5 

In 1505 appeared a comet, and another in ; 
the following year, in' which alſo was an er up- 
tion of Veſuvius, which was ſucceeded by a 

| ſevere winter. Peſtilential diſeaſes were univer- 
fal. A fatal ſpotted fever overſpread Europe, 
in this hot moiſt Tamer. The plague raged 
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his in op rh of fevers in Cocolucke, 1 2 the. 
praQtice. of covering the head of the) 


\ and bind in 1619. An e * 
In 1511 the een W in e as 
in 1518 a malignant feyer or ſes ry, which 
covered- the body with black ſpots. Bleeding 
was pernicious ; n a eh eee 
were ſucceſsful. _ „ 
In 13 14 cats periſhe 5 an = on pe 
1 diſeaſe, ſays Fernelius, and the plague 
was in Tournay, while a mortal nee, raged Y 
_— the cattle in England. . 
In 1315 a malignant catarrh, or n dif. 
_ in OT ſeized | perſdns MT, 5 
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ed in a fow- hours, FE" FORE 
lun gs, and terminated in 
In esd year and the next appeared. Wente 

and Ge . univ. 1 VO 
dations. 


eeded' a ere whiter in 
BY, followed 15 a aua hot ſummer. Corn 
abundance " the Meg! 


Rs ene and died. iA. ein e ee 41 
Is This deadty fweating play > W! ded; 
de ſpring of che year, by an epidemic. int 
mation of the throat, ſo virule | 
Ife in à few hours. The malignity of this di. 
ceeaſe has rarely, if ever, been equalled in modern 
times. It ſeems to have been en nine 
. res rd erben midfummer. Authors 
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i _ tality, and paſſing rapidly to other places. 


5 100 000 f eee England ulfeted: 1750 n 

WY ſickneſs, and in 1522 the plague us. : 

Munſter in Ireland, and the continent . 
winter following was diſtreſſingly ſevere. 

 Peſtilential fevers prevailed in 1324 ab 5 

The mortality. in London alarmed the people, 

8 the Terms were, on that account, ad- 5 


n year for ſix years in ſucceſſion, In 1 

wetneſs of the ſummer miu e grain, a _ 
ſevere famine: eee n 6. 
20 reat ie oy in aa e RA0 | 
1 ene orte ber, ae almoſt in- 1 


in Italy, en the ſweating diſeaſe: in Loudon | 
with dreadful mortality, terminating in death 
in fix or ſeven hours. The ſame diſeaſe prevailed 
in Cork. In 1529 the ſweating diſeaſe ſeized = 
Amſterdam, raging a few days with ew 


i; 1530- was an "Rn of Etna and an 
| 2 1591 was' another: eruption. of ng the 
_ ſweating plague raged in Germany, and peſti- 

lenge, in ſome form, ee eee A 


- ih eee n Short, 4 . 
; un : 1 n Hiſt. London, 8 : : 
255 nn at - Fracaſtor 
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'# Fracaſtor informs us, | that the petechial fever. . 
ef 1328 was 


wreceded- by à mild winter and 
ſoutherly. rainy weather, together with inunda- 
tions in ſpring, and unuſual darkneſs: He ob- 

PPEAring. in DONT: N 8, it muſt 


| oo £ SH 1 9 De — 2 16. 
i 0 


_ The, 8 remar on 18 verified hy 8 8 
peſtilential fever is an almoſt in- 


in Italy, oY ther 
on this ſubje 


that although 8 


followed b the plague, yet that the 


| plague in moſt parts of the caſt, is een, 
ceded, by a peſtilential wn nk as 


In 1533 there was a volcanic. ths in 


| South America. oſs I Nn no ranannt of the 


+ : 


In. 1584 the eee Was pg N | 7 
In 1535 there was a terrible «ug in a Cock 


In 1588, appeared a comet, which was pre- 


ceded by eruptions of Etna in 1536 and 7, and 5 


a hard winter. In 1589 another comet, andi in 

1541 à third. In 168 a morta 

raged all over Europe, as alſo i in the following 
year. The preceding ſummers had been moiſt, 
and an acute fever, with violent pain about the 


dyſentery 


delirium, moiſt and anal ER an- 
F 


j 


af Fernelius remarks: ine the unuſual dy 


| cauſe i in the ſeaſons. fone 
In 1538 alſo was a Ae ec at 


Puteoli, near Naples and Veſuvius, where there 
was an immenſe eruption of fire. This year t 16 


plague raged in Conſtantinople,” —_ in 1 
5 was ſtill more deſtructive. Wi 

In 1539 the drought in Aiohing' 4 Was ber 
= 15 0 and nearly dried up the river Lea at Cork. 
In 1540 there was a terrible drought. In 


Hs a peſtilential ague and a- dyſent, 4 


were epidemic and mortal. Another e eruption | 


| of Etna MH _ year,” and ot next year 


ED vol. 1. ware Kit. Tokina rente, 


ypol,. 2. Pe 4. 


Ti 1541 the tdi gel in ce 
The year 1343 was very wet and cold, and 


a great mortality among cattle. In 1542 the 


plague was in Geneva. In 1543 it raged 
in London in winter. In 1545 there was an 
eruption of Etna. The plague again raged in 
Geneva, and all over Europe a peſtilential epi- 
demic, called the Troup Gallant, which ſeized 
_ chiefly the young and robuft, with a mortality 
nearly equ al to that of the true plague, of 


which it ſeems to have been the precurſor. 


ä Ba had a violent pain in wag 3 beat 


„ e 


— b 1 


1398 and 9 could not be kr e to ar viſible = 


; * 


fi de 12 -aniverſd laſſitude, continual 1 
 vatchings ending in frenzy, or drowineſs end- 
ing in lethargy,” and worms riſing into the 
throat, with danger of ſuffocation. Bleeding 
Was the only remedy, then detergents and cor- 
dials.— The diſeaſe terminated on the fourth or 
eleventh day. Charles Duke of: Orleans 
of this diſeaſe at a monaſtery in Abbeville. 
In 1547 the plague prevailed in moſt SOR 
of Europe, as in Ireland and in Germany, and 
in 1548 in London. Here my labours begin 
to receive aid from that accurate and elegant 
hiſtorian Thuanus, who, in lib. 4, deſeribes 


the diſeaſe as it prevailed in Saxony. Such 


was its violence that all other diſtempers gave 
way to it or ran into it. Moſt of the ſoldiers 


in the Emperor's army were ſeized. They ex- 


perienced a moſt intolerable pain from heat of 
the head, the eyes were ſwelled and fiery, the 
tongue bloody, reſpiration difficult, and breath 
_ feetid , Fomitings of bilious matter frequent ; 
finally, the body became vid, with pimples 
here and there ſcattered over it, which bred _ 
E e an ue ſecond eee : 
N 
4 HEM WER year | great. rains cas Tub 
dany. N in en "oe 9 e 


chen, 4 1. ATi lib. 1 Fo V e ; 
5 Wu a 37¹ | n Cor * Vs 


AF 
Sn N * 1 J 
g IP We F 2 
? I n . « k- . 
5 ; ; This | 
* ; % 
j of + 
* * : 


_ : 


with ſpitting of el mg ifficulty. of breath - 
| _ In en, We ern. pee 6 in , Pros 


- The 
Jan was very. en js the winter oh ces . 
In 1551 the earth was deluged with rain, ah, 5 
mage was done by floods. The ca- 
monks was e e in France. An epidemic 
peſtilential fever raged all over Europa and the 
2 finkwoſs in er 1 wh W fol · 
Europe; in 15352 it 


blood indi n pores bor ria days infos death. 
In 1553 the ſame diſtemper raged in Paris, 


with extreme mortality, and, to appeaſe the _ 
| by the Fai tine i Dread over Hun- 

gary and Tranſylvania for two years, and ſuſ- 
pended the operations of 
e d N ; 


| 1 1554 e. was an —_ tion of fixg in 
uad, and in the ſame year appeared a comet. 
In 1555 the ſummer was exeefively--rainy, 
and fevers were very mortal in England and 
= th Ea, France. 


This year alſo 
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France. 7 I 1556: 3 
fevers of the laſt ſeaſon raged with augmented 
5 violence; as alſo the ſpotte 


r 


Tyber; and a 
verſal. The cough was ſevere, and pain in N 
ſide, difficulty of breat >2ndec 

In general, bleeding the firſt or ſecond is was 


TORY - = 8 | 
tbe 


fever, * ent 


| n of Etna, i 


in China a large diſtriẽt of country was ſunk by 


an earthquake, with all its inhabitants, and 
became a lake. Theſe phenomena indicated a 
great diſorder in the clamonts, ng. introduced 


n deadly epidemics. 


In 1557 a comet 2 an 3 of the 
iolent catarrh was almoſt uni- 


ing, and fever a 


* 


ſucceſsful; but in a ſmall town near Madrid 


(bleeding! was fatal, and 2000 "mmm oa after 


«lt 9 this FE at the Fa af 


3 2 fas throat; 200 perſons were ſeized almoſt 


aftantly in October, of whom 


200 died. Foreſtus 


1 bn waponr; _ it Was ee ee ad | 
| Fw RR an mel: 


calms 1557-2 a viole ves na "a LOIN in a ſmall 


| 3 village between Delft and the Hague, 
in Holland an inſtance of its origination at a 
diſtance from a ſea port; and it h _— 


or EPIDEMIC DISEASES 


- 


| tee in the air, tions. 
Such was the morta ality: ak ion Tas eee for 
coffins for their dead relations. In Delft ouly, 
died 5000 of the poor. It continued l 
the winter to May 1358. "= 
In the ſame ſummer peſtitential ee 3 
wih great en, in N ANCE, . Yo cling; 1008 
other countries. : . 
In De Thou's Hiſtory of 1 own Mom vol. 
ii. 227, we have an account of the ſpotted, or 
petechial fever, which appeared in Spain in 
1557, which was nearly as mortal as the inguinai 
plague. Ile calls it a new diſeaſe,” and 
unknown to the ancients. The ſpots differed 
from the florid pimples of the purple fever. It 
was putrid, malignant, and much reſembling che 
plague, but did not carry ſo peſtile 
contagiouſneſs. It was called in Spain che 
puncticular se a+ Innumerable people 
buen by it that year. The ſame fever in 
Florence vas ſucceeded by a violent en, 
ee eee een, the Tuſcan. eo ſt. 
In 1558 appeared a comet. The ſummer was 
exceſſively hot, and the winter very cold. 
Dyſenteries raged in France, and in Holland 
ſemitertians, which affected principally the rich; 
as the plague, the laſt year, did the poor- 
ſms! pf ces Saeed _ were n and ane | 


: $7 


Pen year er aero: In n 1558 0 died | 
b Emperor of Ger na 9 3 5 e 


Short, i Van Swieten, vol. xvi. p. 23. | Waitand' 
* London. nn _ en 78. VER 


2 RY 8 1 


in 1560 e comet, and u dcm of cn 


| England. 


In 1562 and 3 the plague rend over Eu ope. 
It broke out in 1562 among the Engliſh ſoldiers 
who were ſent to garriſon New Haven in France. 
The next year it raged in London, and carried 


off 20,000 of its inhabitants. Authors ſay the 


ſoldiers from New Haven introduced it into 


London; but WhO . ee it into n 5 


5 he avon we are not beg. 


The truth is, this terrible dilcale Ae in 


+ parts of Europe about the ſame time. "a 
Frankfort, | Nurenburg, Magdeburgh, Ham- 


burgh, Dantzic, and in the Vandalic maritime 


towns, Wiſmar, Lubeck, Roſtock, and others, 
periſhed, by compu 


tation, 300,000 perſons | in 
the year 15638. This diſeaſe alſo raged in winter, 


en 'rhentions/the death ö Cn T a 


; oth character 120 ue 8e, by 758 ee eng at 


: | eſpecially; in en and es We yan 5 
Ft 2 ary the river Thames was agitated” by 


— 


This year was remarkable all for ear arthqu | 


4 1 _ preternatural : 


or eie vier ASES. „ 


natural -fluxes' of the tides, Which 10 CE, 
hack the natural tides three times. In winter 
ſevere cold nen Re river "me as A 
highway. | 5 
The Hate your Ae were felt in Myra : 


and ge and ng e a er Ty 
of „„ 


In 1564 a comet e ls remarkable 
eru lights or meteors ; and a Pome 5 
1 inundation of the Thames. 


x60 _ Short, vol, i." Maitland's Hiſt. 1 Thugnus, 
e e eee Parker, 131. WE 


f pe 
Tk 3 
: * 


5 5 


A6 1566 e le were very With 5 
ub in ſome places the ſpotted fever or the 
plague. In winter came'on as ſevere a TE Oe. | 
two months as was ever known. 
| This epidemic quinſy was a ſpecies of angina, 
we you ad as e kin de plague. 1 ne 8 1 wp 
_ "I 1365 France was afflicted by peſtilentiat 
| chit in which bleeding and purging were 
fatal. The next year appeared the plague in 
Lyons. Charles the Ninth demanded of the 

_ phyſicians the beſt mode of treatment, and 
they all decided againſt veneſection. Ous r 
1 of the inhabitants of France periſhed.” . 
In 1566 the ſpring was rainy, and the OR 2 

| ary: The Hungarian fever broke out in the 
2 pnperor _ imil 18 9 9 as n 


252 A nnrEy u157onr © 
8 ain the Win hen diſbanded, read all 3 
over Europe with great mortality. „ 
This diſeaſe invaded the . at "Pg 
clock in the afternoon with ſlight cold and 
. ſhivering for about fifteen minutes. This was 
followed by intenfe heat, and intolerable pain 
In the head, mouth, and ſtomach, ſo that the 
| flighteſt touch of the bed clothes made. the fick 
utter ſhrieks. The pain in the mouth and 
ſtomach were the 3 pathognomonic” ſymptoms 
of the diſeaſe. The thirſt was unquenchable, 
and a Jonging for wine, which was fatal if 
taken. The tongue was dry and lips chapped. 
| 333 on the third day. A critical 
Jooſeneſs and deafneſs were: favourable. Swel- 


lings behind the ears were frequent. The molt _ 


_ miſerable crifis was tubercles on the top of the 


_ foot, which, if neglected, ended in mortification;>. 


many ſuffered amputation. Spots, like flea bites, 
appeared on the body, and if livid or black, 
they were fatal ſymptoms. Copious bleeding 


N on the firſt ſeizure was, . all remeglies, the my 


away part of « ſettlen 


oem | 
„%% ĩð TT 0, 25 | Senking p 770. e 


In the year- 1867 wh an lathe of Thus: | 
and in Tercera, one of the Azores, fire burſt 
from a lake on the top of a hill, and the water, 
_ releaſed from its bed, ruſhed down and ſwept | 
ent below. In. ec 5 


ce A * "ES : : ; 3 7 : 
Us 1 7 # 4 , ; ; 5 


SE wotted fe " 


er raged in Davie in which prof ſt 
. * ſtrength tendered: 
The Winter of 1567 was: EA 1 e 


fever i in this year became epidemic i in ne 
raging for three r with gre 
t chin ſpotted: Sohn N 0 e pla ces tur 


5 to the plague, and de. the plague raged it 
turned to this fever. Indeed this ſpotted: fever 


plague appears. In this period it was the h 


to announce one of the moſt general plagues 


that Europe ever knew. The petechial 


prevailed principally from. 1569 to 1574, inter. ps 


ſperſed with the real plague in a fe places; * 
the real peſtis followed it, with wont an 40 


prevailed for three or Four years. „ Hi eral” 
In 1570 a moſt dreadful i in Chili, 
South America, deſtroyed many villages, and 
buried the inhabitants in their ruins. This is 
the firſt occaſion 1 have of mT EY ho 


in n this ee 
. . Mc Olea, b. viii. 1 7 


LF. x 


—_ 9 
155 
* 3 FL 


nenen 9 unden b is very 1 5 
an who was contemporary with this period, 


a # at in 1570 the dykes of Holland were 


e . 


f 


by Atos bisgAsks. 239% 


* 
bleeding fatal. ee 


24 2 2 bar 
y 1 T e 
8 - ” 
. 3 


In 1569. damen ac noun The cy ted 


t deſtruction. 


was a milder form of the peſtilence, raging, wn 
uſually does, for ſome time before the glandular 


— 


„% 2 prrvy miorony | 


| broken vy a fwell of the ces 


whelmed in «ther eben He 
imilar phenomena were ob- _ 
ſerved that year in different places over the whole 
- world. Reggio, Florence, TOs and Modena, 
felt ſevere: ſhocks of earthquak win ama n 
Ferrara was laid in runs. | 
The ſummers of 1570 0 TY ere 101 
warm; and, in general, the ſeaſons were ſimilar 
e two: ſucceeding years. The winters were 


dans s were epidemic in many places. In 1572 _ 
Py on z0met, or new ſtar, very bright and 
5 larger than Jupiter, in the conſtellation 
9 pn IC — behind her chair. It was ſtationary 
fur ſixteen months, and by degrees evaniſhed. 
The winter ſucceeding was remarkable for 
„ ee de deep e. Wee ig 1 


de al maladies: m France in 157% med to 
98 This; year the hs aged in \ Poland; 40 at 
Baſle a malignant fever, ann fatal 1 to men wr 
robuſt conſtitution. | 
In 1574 the pettchial 8 which had f pread 
e over Europe, eſpecially in Italy and 
Spain, began to change into the uſual form of 
the plague. This diſeaſe made its appearance in 
London, in a ſmall n * 07196 aa be 
. eee uo this _— EY 


4 Ps Rn 
* 


or EPIDEMIC DISEASES. 


3 re Wy into ee and Venice frem 
Trent. Such was the current vulgar opinion. 
But men of ace n. the diſeaſe. to be 1 93 
be and nes to-be prod ad bythe rea 
the ar or malignant © Con tituti pak air. 
peared in Tron, an nd 1 toun, far f 8 
fea— another inſtance in which the advocates 


io ſickly that the people: are „ 0 e 
to the neighbouring hills. me local cauſes 
anne, account 2 che ppearance of thie 
the eee be had bene. hol 

fevers and other deadly diſeaſes all over Euro 

for four years preceding, was aided by the 

_ unhealthineſs: of Trent; and m firſ 

8585 HO of the -pe tilence or plague. * 

een rr ad e in Zimmern . 
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poſed. it violence/to be paſt”. 


ecame mortal i in ihe ic neighbouring Venetian | 


territories. This mortality, howe 
forerunner of greater e nde These 
ed ſubſided in winter, and; the peo 


greif Wer — the, malady, and then certain 

indications of its increaſe. att Tbs 
In 1376 the diſeaſe Mm in ee d ; 

as enen few people at an in teak attered 


lam Rate of the ablie min 5 


Ne Mercurialis of Forli, OT, 
af: Padua, undertook to aſſert the diſeaſe not to 


be peſtilential. The ſenate, obſerving the co 


troverſy among the Venetian Nee as to 


the nature of the diſte 


foreigners, who declared they ond cure it, mod. 


put a ſtop to the removal of the diſeaſed f 


the city. By this means, ſays the hiſtorian, t "IH 
diſtemper was obviouſly increaſed, and it raged 


with terrible fury till it carried off 70,000 of 
the citizens, with fifty-ſeven valuable phyſicians 
and ſurgeons. The two foreign phyſicians were 
diſmiſſed with applauſes for having g 51 
good of Venice to their perſonal ſafety. b 
This account from Thuanus deſerves part e 


5 notice. We here ee the . doubts about the 
e 5 nature - 


# 


which rant in all ne, We as in | Marſeilles 3 
in 1720—in Londo 1 | 
with reſpect to the yellow fever, which is only 
another form of plague. The ſource of all 
theſe doubts and controverſies, which have ſo 
often embarraſſed the citizens, and diſgraced the 
faculty, is the progreſſiveneſs of the peſtilence. 
The malignant diſeaſes preceding ſlide into the 
glandular plague fo gradually, that phyſicians 
themſelves do not know preciſely” when” the 
diſtemper ſhould loſe the name of malignant 
fever and take that of plague. Sydenham ho- 
neſtly confeſſes that in 1665, he did not know | 
whether the malignant diſeaſe which appeared 
in May, and became epidemic Juſt before the 
plague, was the real plague or not. And the 


in 1663 — and in America, WF 


truth 1 is, that the diſeaſe often aſſails people i in a 


few ſcat ing caſes, at the | be 
plague, with a mortality equal | to | the true peſts, ; 
and without the diſtinctive marky of plague Lo | 
glandular tumors. 1 
Theſe facts will 3 with peas ok er- | 
vation, obviate all controverſies at the beginning 
of peſtilential diſeaſes; and they will decide 
infallibly all queſtions relative to the dowpeſtie. 70 
foreign origin of ſuch maladies. 
This peſtilence was ſeverely felt in Padua, 
Milan, Cre nu and Pavia. Vicenza which | 
vor. 4 be ped} 
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eſcaped this ye „5 Was s viſited the next with equal 
— 8 n 

i 5 is eee to 8 15 Sn, f 
_— lies between Verona and Padua, ſhould 
| the aer! in the wy ben both hoſe , 


2 mould Luffer | ee W vith hon boa i hen. 
they were exempt from the calamity. He finds 
' ſome difficulty in accounting for the conveyance 


of the infection from one to another, without 
communicating it to the intervening city. This 
ſuhject will be conſidered in a ſubſequent ſection; 
I will only here remark, that nothing is ſo. fatal | 
to truth and ſcience, as for a man of popular 5 
talents to eſpouſe an erroneous men, and then 
advent bend facts to its ſupport. . 
See Thuanus, lib. Ixii. — 7 56. Sher, 
IP: kd eee ae ir ae n e 


22 


In 1575 multitudes of flies and” beetles' were 
fund i in England, * and in 15 70.4 an n carthquake 
was experience. 5 

In November 1577 * a comet of fur- 
Priſir ng magnitude, with a long coma and moſt 
terrible tempeſts accompan ned its approach. In 
1578 another comet, and 1379 an eruption of 


- Etna. In 1578 v were e earthquakes od England. 
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So general and ſevere was the diſeaſe; that the 
: operations of war in the Türkiſh empite wers 
ſuſpended: Meſſina in Sicily loſt 40,000 inha- 
bitants; and Europe muſt Have loſt in ten years 
by the bee under the various forms it 
aſſumed, one- ied, br 1 more ene ee 
of her ö 1 55 | 
In this — we dee all the — 

operations of nature united. Comets, earth: 
quakes in Europe e and South Eee tempeſts, : 
volcanoes, n animals, exceſſive floods from 
rain, or an extraordinary intumeſcence of the 
ocean, all mark an extreme agitation of the 
elements. The vaſt comet of 1577, the year 
when the plague was at its height, was calculated 
to approach within 840; 000 miles of the earth. 
Upon the Newtonian prineiples of the power of 

attraction, the influence of that body on nw 

enen We have been prodigious: _ 
9 TE b ee, "i eee 


8 


WE! this y year appeared in e a new diſeaſe) 
evidently | diſtin& in its ſymptoms from any 
known A aan en, Thuanus has mm” 
ſeribetl.' Jy 3 

This alſo. 6060 e year in which a tagen 
diſeaſe ſeized the eourt and attendants at the 
Oxford aſſizes, in England. Early in July, 
5 nem was fitting, there aroſe”, fays 
Stowe, s amidſt the people ſuch a damp, that 


* Figs = 5 . Te almoſt” 


[" OY 9 1 — — N 3 - —— * 
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; or vapour. But 
ſuch a. cauſe. The atmoſphere, during the 
period under conſideration, was not furniſhed 
with the power of ſupporting animal life in as 
ample a manner as it uſually is. This is evident 
from the univerſality of mortal epidemics- In 
this ſtate of the atmoſphere a multitude crowded 
into a court room, in the hot month of July, 
muſt ſpeedily deſtroy all the reſpirable air, and 
death muſt enſue. That the principal cauſe was 
not only local, but fudden, is demonſtrated by 
the circumſtance that no infection accompanied 
the diſeaſed. Had the cauſe of their illneſs 
been 17 ci in operation, it would have produced 
in the body that ſpecies of poiſon which is 
noxious to perſons in health. 80 
f e of "bis as — lamps 
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; were alle hogs ot that pas Gy The Jurors has, | 
alder which Robert Bill, Lord Chief 
Baron. There died in Oxford 300 perſons; - 
and ſickened there, but die 


elſewhere, more 
than two hundred, from the 6th/to- the 12th of 
July. After which died not one of that ſickneſs, 


for one of them infected not e nor died 
| 76 thereof be one woman or child.“ 


| Chronile, p. We "1 


nis ſudden rb 18 ebe 0 to: a 8 
there is no need of reſorting te to 
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[t is ſuggeſted by ſome writers that : this . diſeaſe : 
was occaſioned by an infected priſoner, who was 
brought from jail into court; but bene does 
not mention this eireumſtancd. MY 
Scarcely had the laſt period of peſtilence come 
to a cloſe, when another ſeries of maladies Tas - 
— and _ in the order 2 0 
deſeribed. es: OF. 1 TL . 73 1 A | 

6 In 1580 eh a comet on the : 
October, which was viſible for two months. - 
The preceding ſummer was very moiſt and'rainy 4 
and about the e ye the dog ſtar came on a 
cold dry north wind. In June began an epide- 
mie catarrh in Sicily, ch ſpread over Europe. 
| Koo x it was e Mx Auguſt in Venice 

| over ' Hun gary, Acherid, and Sasel 
Ogober on the Baltic—in November in Norway 
Dan December in Sweden, Poland, at. 

Bund Its ſymptoms were nearly the ſame as 
in this country, but the diſeaſe: was more violent 
and fatal. In Rome died of it 4000 people 
in Lubec 8000—a Hamburgh 3000—and mule. 
titudes in other places. 4 appears to have ber 
attended with more fever than in ordinary caſes. 
The fever was continued for four or five days, 


with a pain in the head, ſtraiglitneſs of the breaſt; 
V and 


WOE BRIEF miexony. — - 


and cough it vhiimionwed)inl profuſe. heating 
In general W ny purging” vere found to 

be ene r 
. „ 1 wee lib. my 


In. a year, Wenn the' Fol Lining the catar wh 
rec overſpread Europe, broke out in Grand 

| Cairo, one of the moſt deſolating plagues ever 
known: .. Proſper Alpinus, who lived in that 


; Age, reports the number of deaths from Novem- 


der 1580 to July 1581, to more than 500, 000. 
It will be found, on examination, that the — 
in a ſeries of peſtilential and epidemic diſeaſes, 
appears in n Egypt before it does in nee and 
; Americz a, is nearly contemporary with 
catar: A angina, or Aer e of the peſti- 
lence in more northern This fact 
deſewves notice. he plague e followed 
the catarrh in Europe, did not appear in mar by 
places, perhaps in none, except in F rance 18 
the year 1580.—In northern latitudes, _ 
 malignity of epidemic, conſtitution does n 
appear till the ſecond or third year e . 
| commencement, in catarrh-or meaſſes. 
In Paris, however, the plague raged in 154 hs 
the ſame year it appeared in Egypt, and carried 
off 40,000 people, moſtly of the poorer ſort; 
and at the ſame time it prevailed in many of 
the neighbouring towns, eſpecially, ſays Thua- 
4 7 eat {50m in a which ** is in 


2: = poſition. exp 


nean. The ſame ſhocks. were felt in various 
- W. of „unden. but Short places them under 
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or brio DISEASES. - a 
hot 1, 4 in rob d died » 


Gag e e 
The hiſtorian furthay: 2 that. «« ye). 


1 year were plentiful, aud the ſky ſerene; 


ſo that it was thought that the diſeaſe was pro- 


duced rather by the influence of tlie ſtars, 
ab aſtrorum impreffione, than by the malig- 


nity of a corrupt air.“ This is another proof 
that a ſtate of air, as deſcribed by Rp es, 
is not always the cauſe of peſtilence. „ 
Although this malady broke out in France:i 5 
Aa 08 it had been preceded by the-catarrh: _ 
The hiſtorian remarks, that the cattarrh was not | 
ſo much dreaded for its mor tality, though many 


died of it, as for the aſtoniſhing rapidity with . | 


n the contagion ſpread from place to place. 


It ſeized the lower ſpine of the back with a2 
chill, © horrore;” to this ſuceeeded grau 


dull pain in the head, and univerſal languor or 


debility, reſalcens.membra,” looſening or un- 
hinging the joints. If the linen not favour- 
ies in five _ the diſeaſe; termi 


ran 5 ee alſo al. 37; 
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1 15 30 qonfiderable po rb ee. were Fat i in 
Belgi um, at Cologne, and about the Mediterra- : 


year. The, ee Tea Was 
" 04 ; OM. 
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| [andy of Kent, in Bighand were re laid 2 by 


In this your was iſſued a proc 
has new oute to be built 9 three miles 
of the gates of the city, and more than one 
famſly to reſide in a houſe. The reaſons. aſſigned : 
for the prohibition are connected with this ſub- 
ject. The inereaſe of London had long been 
eonſidered as an evil, by felling the head too 
large for the body, and ſeveral attempts had 
been made to reſtrain the increaſe. The refort 
of people to the city from thetwan y was held 
1 eovablenttire;” n ile hl fs 
But the proclamation ſtates further that. lach 
great multitudes of people brought to inhabit 
in ſmall rooms, whereof a great part are very 
poor, yea ſuch as muſt ive” by eg 
by worſe means, and they heapec 


and ee in one houſe or fmall ns 
eeds follow, if an) 


55 Ka \ thoſe, war oa pi the dans 
| Pn not only Wund itſelf and invade the whole 
city and confines, but a great mortality would 
enſue the ſame aa the infection be cf erſed 
through all other parts of the rem... 
In this paper we obſerve ſome powerful 010. Fu 
> peſtilence in London to be explained—and 
events ſhewed how little good was done by the 
interference of authority with private rights, 
and an attempt to check by-poſitive Prowl. N 
the natural growth of towns. This proclamation, 
like all which had preceded it, was uſeleſs. 
The city increaſed and the plague continued to 
ravage it, until the good providence of God 
arreſted the evil, by a general conflagration, and 
men had become wiſe OR to build 1 ont 5 


8 1 and ug them cleats.” e ONE: 
Kai - | Maitland vg e Lond. 


1 13582 a bl Ll 3 is ment 
a a comet in May. A ſevere earthquake was 
felt in South America, — a mall city * 
Lima was 7 one : e 

| | 85 | Vlloas Voyage, vol. ü. 'B 7: 
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1 1583 1 cee of the 0 were 
N e in England, and the plague ap- 


ared' in London.— At the ſame time it ap- 
h in Germany or OO” Diemerbroeck 
. mentions 
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In 1587 ry very. ap S forin ing. _ a plentiful 


Fear in n 
1 landers, which, yas, almoſt depopulated by diſ- 


eaſe, war, and fami ine... In, ſome parts the . id 
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2 1 1585 . in _ 8 very mali 


| pleurilies. In 1586 Thrace was over-run. 1 Vith 
Jocuſts, and the plague raged in Hungary, 
; Auftria, and T urkey. A comet appeared in 

| each of theſe vears, and ; in 15 86 Lima f in Sout 2 


” n Ot IV, nearly ruined. by. an earthquake. | 


wg from whom my. n e arthqu 
in Spaniſh HON * l 


4 


moſt countr ies. —The plague raged in 


beafts took poſſeflion of the houſes—dogs ran 


mad, and did no ſmall miſchief, and fields were 


covered, with. weeds. and buſhes—the cartarrh 
; ed 1 in Englaud this year, but how exten- 


fively . 1 am not informed. An eruption of f fire 
in Iceland is recorded under the ſame year. 

In 1389 the Engliſh fleet returned from Por - 
e with the Hungarian fever, ſays Short, and 


| 3 it into England. What, an inf] uence : 
have names, and what miſchief is done by igno- 


rance: and falſe philoſophy ! The Hungarian 


| Fees: As ee this fever had been a native of a 


oy | particular 


OF EPIDREMITC DISEASES. 


.partic ular foi and tranſplanted from country to 
ntry like a fruit tree. Names are not always 
The name ſudor anglicus, 12 9 
e ſweating plague, becauſe it appeared firſt in 
England, and was at firſt peculiar to Eogliſh- 5 
men, has led the moderns to ſuppoſe 
to have been limited to England or to Engliſh- 
men, although it repeatedly ſpread over all 
Europe. In the ſame way the inſect which in- 
jures wheat in America, was ignorantly called 
the Heſſian fly, and although the animal was 
never known in Germany, yet people believe 
that, like yellow fever, it was imported! It is 
thus that ignorance gives currency to an im- 
proper name, and the name in turn alſiis to 
| ren and perpetuate an error. ie e e 
The truth, in regard to diſeaſes, is, e Kc . 
often aſſume peculiar ſymptoms; ſuch as are 
not uſual. Theſe are not properly new diſeaſes, 
but modifications of common fever, proceeding 
from the infinite variety of that cauſe of ſick- 
neſs. Which I denominate general contagion, and 


which Sydenham called the .epidemic conſtitu- 


tion of the air. This or other cauſes are per- 
petually diverſifying the ſymptoms of diſeaſes ; _ 
ſo that phyſicians are often at a loſs, whether 
0 call a diſeaſe by an old or a new name. 
Wherever the peculiar cauſes, firſt exiſt, there 
on the eden e _ Regs firſt _ 


* 1 | 


the diſeaſe - 


ener te gp I = 
i 


4 S — .. At: 


mine. A comet approached the ſyſtem, the 
winter was cold, a violent earthquake 88 
_ wulſed Hungary, Bohemia, and Vienna; near 
: We latter place the earth nne an offenſive 


| decile whether it was 44 a bell 5 inco 


; ah far 3 will attend the e diſeaſe; - 


In 1590 multitudes of people periſhed by fi 


— ee to werbe, wen in 
maſs. * 14 8 2 


In 1591 c bent in ae was a 
n to _ deſtructive Ae n ud 1 * 'S 


and Revel/i in n on che gulf — Fold, 
in the 59th r r of latitude; and raged 
through the ſucceeding cold winter.” Six __ 
aa Spe rape: in Revell. in 
eat Thmidie could x wot 
Oda. tatibus, | 
nclementia, from the diſtreſs of War 
emperature os air. There coul | 
boen Ri opiates feen _ Yeo 5 Hr 
eee at . 122 WR. Ls HH rig 
Oka ary with the catai YR”; a PA 
LO We fever in Want A W J 
famine cauſed a great mortality in Ital /; 
In 1591 the plague: began to ſhew elf in 


Italy, - but attended with FOR * A 


fever, 


Pig and in many ene was atten led 
with fluxes and. flatulent bowels. It n 
fatally on the tenth day. The remedy was 
bleeding, ** Sea vena: capitis, qua in brackio 
eft aliiſque. a' capite manantibus,” ſays Thuanus. 
It attacked chiefly men between the ages of 30 
and 50; but was fatal to few women. It raged 

in Umbria, Tuſcany, Romagve, and Lombardy, 
{weeping away, in ſome tawns, almoſt "uu 
man.  From/Auguſ Pre it was computed 
60,000 e n vet ns 44 5 


"© * 
F 


5 1592 the 1 hm Pres Wer 
Vlorencs with a. n {hob 1 it to 


28 * England the. ues in this an 


the former ſummer was extrems's The Thames 
was kn at London. 


veſt, and 3 off 18,000 
in Londo 6 eee 
ee in the fp year. | 6 
; Short, vol. 1. Sims on ru. Mem. Med: Ne 
19 4 a vol. cs Hades. 


" Jes ds petlence pre 
vailed in Candia. It appeared in ſpring; in- 
creaſed. till July, and then e On its firſt 
| ni all infected and ſuſpected N 
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were removed to a diſtant hoſpital, but without 
{ effect. The diſeaſe continued to ee proof” 
= that it was an epidemic. In September it was 
; | ſuppoſed to be extinguiſhed, but in October it 
1 broke out with freſh violence, and the diſeaſed 
| were confined to their houſes— uſeleſs and per- > 
EE nfcious- > guage gl 'T he Nene loſt 2056 000 * 
5 1698 was a ſevere winter. The kev : 
1594, 5, and 6 were very rainy in England and 
Germany: Crops Wr n in ene arp © the f 
famine was extrem. * 
In 1396 appeared a comet. Violent eu 
3 ſhook different ame and lovernt 
cities in Japan were ſwallowed up- 5 
In 1596 and 7 prevailed in Oblbwner" wWen⸗ 
Shall and other parts of Germany, a ſingular 
diſeaſe, which red aſcribe to ne n me 
which. had preceded. 54; ; 3 
It was a malignant OA wh ich'y was FINER | 
with. convulſions and raving madneſs, or de- 
lirium. Sometimes the convulſions were at- : 
tended with little or no fever. The patient was 
contracted i into a knot or ball by the violence of _ 
the convulſions, or extended to full length, like 
a dead body. Sometimes the extenſion of the 
body was ſucceded by a contraction in the ſame. 
paroxyſm. The particulars reſpecting this diſ- 
_ eaſe do not fall within the . oh this qo: de 
| n 15 ck inshort voii 


. — 


— 
2 7 


ER 


= - + » 2 - 


— 
CITY 


ä — * > — - . —— N — ö " , => — : — N * 
T —_—_,: oy 2 tan 
ſy q ' " F : 4 
5 
2 
* 
4 
* 


e 


+ ER A 2 2 ap 


a 


— — — 


1-3 


r 


— 
rn 


or Ab e; bis Bass. 5 


1 oa 
the. catarrh' was again epidemic.— | 
fevers accompanied with worms in youth were | 
predorauant alſo, and the 8 was in Juliers 


1597 As comet, ant the G 8 year. 77 


of 1597 was ſevere; as was that of 1599; 
The ſummers of 1598 and 99 were ama 
400 and ſwarms of fleas,” gnats, and flies 
abounded. Tertians with petechiz, were fre- 
quent, and continual fevers, which yielded to 
bleeding and purging, or went off with a 
bilious diarchea—ſmalf pox and meaſles were alſo _ 
; TW 70 8 7 55 
Theſe diſeaſes, as als were the 1 of . 
a very diſtreſſing plague, which in the autumn 
of 1598 raged in London, Litchfield, Leiceſter, 
and other places in En gland. It even broke 
out in the ſmall towns in Wales and the nor- 
thern countries, as in Kendal in Cumberland, 
where died 2500—in Richmond, where died 
 2200—at Carliſle, which loſt 1196 inhabitants, 
and at un, which loſt 2266. . 


See Camden? 8 Britannia. | | 


9 In 1 598 Pegu, in Aſia, was. Jenn by 
famine, and Conſtantinople, was almoſt ſtripped 
. of its inhabitants by the plague. Seventeen 


" Princeſſes, ſiſters of the Sultan Mahomet. III. 


died in one day. Io arreſt the progreſs of this 
5 mortality, © cannon were fired and aromatics burnt 
t 3 5 „ 


„ 


in all parts ty; but with what ſucceſ 
the hiſtorian does not inform us. 
Hiſtory of the Turkiſh Empire. 
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In Italy an inundation of the Tiber injured 
6 Rome. In 1399 the ſpring was and dry, 
the ſummer hot and rainy, with great floods. 
A very mortal diſtemper raged among cattle in 
Italy. In Spain and Liſbon died 70, 000 


74.8 


of the plague. In 
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_ the Year 1800 fo the Cloſe of the Fear 1700.) | 


* 


THE year 1600 was remarkable for peſiilence | 


in almoſt every part of Europe. Spain, where 


the me fatal the year m was this 


year a t depopulated. There 1 1 through- 


out He a peſtilential mortal chalice which 
_ deſtroyed the lives of all whom it ſeized within 
four days. The patient, as ſoon as he was 
ſeized, became ſenſeleſs; the hair fell from his 
head; a livid puſtule aroſe on the noſe, which 
: conſumed / it; the ene n cold and © 
mortiſied. 
In ee a | terrible canta detroged 


many buildings. 


The winter of. 1600 was very 5 . „ 
ee of 1601 there was a ſevere drought of 
four or five months; and a violent 'dyſentery 


followed, with double tertians and continued 
| fevers. The plague raged in Portugal, attended 


with black round worms. At Chriſtmas there 
Van an eaxtliqua e in England. | The ſame year | 
vol. 1. ; 5 . ne. ; 
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| "thine was An earthquake at a in Peru, 
7 companied by an eruption of a volcano. 


In 1602 a cold and dry ſummer and winter; 


de catarrh was epidemic, and acute fevers pre- 
valent. Theſe diſeaſes and phenomena accom- 
_ panied a ſeries 1 une in all Ts of ng 


yh . pal 
The famive Fay e HA this gh Bac yu 85 


| fer ies of years, exceeded, in extent and ſeve- | 
my, what had been before recorded. 


- Famines are uſually-tocal, but in the preſent 


| dad there was a failure of crops, for ſeveral 


years, in almoſt every part of Europe, while 
ur committed moſt deſolating ravages. 
In Muſcovy the famine "raged for three years 


| at the beginning of the century under confi- 


deration, attended with the plague. Parents 
devoured their dying children; eats, rats, and 
_ unclean cot e ei enk n 


| regarded ; Shel fleſh was « exp to Ale in 


the open market. The more at ferred © 


their neighbours; ; fathers and mothers their 


children; hu 


their wives; and offered 


dmhem for ſale. -  Multitudes of dead wers found. 
Vith their mouths filled with ft 


moſt filthy fubſtances. Five hundred thouſand 


perſons were ſuppoſed "wy Or 10 ern e 
amine and Peffilen ce. - HSM B46 


TORS ſame . time 1 fred in) a mis, and 
j 42% "the 
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At the ſame time raged a moſt hint TP 
Jens in Conſt 
a a famine. 


"In" Briokthd there' was lf! a Bharti, 1 in 


1603 perihed 96,000 in London, of the plague, 5 


1 which was ſaid to be imported from Of 


| Maitland's > it: Lond. 1 8 1 . Tarkith Rinpire, 
5 _ Fa, + 


N 435 24 #4 „ © ; FS, 155 e No 1 
E va ;# IE 18 * * 5 2 3 . 


Een in this' chil aer 1 


the nation had before their eyes a demonſtration 


to the contrary ;- for the fame malady broke out 


in every part of the kingdom, and had actually 
prevuiled in Cheſter, in the de . ſt corner of 
7 England, the year preceding. <3 
It is idle to aſeribe the bee to infection 


communicated from perſon to perſon, or from 5 


clothes to perſons. The diſeaſe in 1602 was in 
every part of Europe, and appeared nearly at 


the ſame time in the moſt diſtant parts. In 
this caſe, as in thoſe before related of 1580 and 


| 1591, it had been preceded by catarrh, and à 
courſe e 0 


| 4 in ; 
1 3 
2 8 * — 
* ro « 


reſembled that of 1348 


ar Gnople,” which” allo followed 5 | 


ort of en ted 
infection into London wus believed, although. 


malignant fevers. The malignity of 


8 perſons 


— 


1 R BRIEF HISTORY | 


8 4 
89 7 


© 08 were ſeized l with ſpitting of Wand, and = 

; Kren . 8 
In Auguſt 1603, in Fate died 2000 * 
weekly of, the plague. This diſeaſe was attri- 
1e ir and pere accumulated under a 


| Waal vel. m. . * 


1 . the filth 5 in Parks ; did PTE Soy the. 
1 in cher eee en e mot 
informed . WY 
+ The period Ie ile was e DH 
0 able for the univerſality of the action of ſub- 
terranean fire. The earthquakes of 1600 and 
1601, and the burſting of a volcano; in South 
/ America, have been mentioned. In 1603 there 
was an exploſion of Etna. In UPS: a meme 
| opts in Peru, and a comet. 

The plague abated in ſome places i in Was 
fvilowing: but London was not 'free from it for 
2 number of years; and from 1606 to 1609 
incluſive, the diſtemper carried off et two to 
tour thouſand citizens in each ſeaſon. 

In 1607 commenced an unuſual « concurrence 
| of great agitation in the clowns; and er | 
peſtilence attended. 


Ir this year appeared a comet; 0 eee . 
5 — The winter of 1607 was the ſevereſt that 
Tad beck ious for Or: boats were bal on 


* . + Y : ; <1 ; 
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le to introduce North America into 20 
hiſtory ; from which will be derived ſome of the 
moſt important evidence in regard to the univer- 


fality of. the cauſes of peſtilential epidemics. a” 


The ſeverity of the winter mentioned, was 
equally great in America as in Europe. George 
Popham, and a company of ſettlers, under the 
patent of King James to the London merchants,” 
attempted a ſettlement at Sagadahoc in 1607; 


but Popham, the Preſident, died during 44 . 


winter, and the extreme cold was one of the 
diſcouragements that contributed to break * 
the. ſettlement. 1 


| Gorges's Hiſt. New England. N vol. "Y | 
5 Hatchinſon's Hil. pa) rd £3. 1p. 5 


0 this ſame year was an 3 of Etna. 

The comet of this year produced a 4 
remarkable tempeſt, with a ſwell of the ocean 
that did incredible damage in England. In the 
latter part of winter the tempeſt brought in a 


flood into the Severn, which overflowed the 
country near Briſtol to the extent of ten miles, 


vith a rapidity that left no time far the people 
to ſave their effects, and many lives were loſt. 
155 flood roſe above the houſes where people 
had reſorted for ſafety, and overwhelmed 1 
' The loſs of cattle and goods was immenſe. 


WW” e the nada NF wee. 
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five towns. So. ſudden. was the wruption that 
: rers were caught i in the fields, and were 
pj: floating 1 on the timbers of their houſes. In 
e the nnen was not leſs deſtructive. 
ES Et) "Thane, Hb, "gh. | 


a 1608 OY very) malig L 1 . 


t | dyſentery. pres 


In 1 609 tha; nech 4 the ee comeh | 


produced effects equally remarkable with the 

laſt. The action of ſubterranean. fire was exten- 
five. There was an eruption of Etna, and a 
violent earthquake at Lima in Peru. The winter 

1 Was ſo ſevere as to convert the Thames into a 


1 common highway. 


In this year the plague » was- a in 
London; ; and it raged in Alkmaar and Den- 
mark. In the years 1607 and 8 it Apt been 
very mortal in Cork. od, 

The peſtilential ſtate of air 4 thi, time - was 
experienced at ſea... The people on. boa d the 
fleet under Sir Thomas Gates and Sir 0 eorge 
Somers, bound to Virginia, were ſeized with the 
cCalenture, a ſpotted peſtilent fever, which, on 
| board, que of the ſhips, was ſo malignant, as to. 
fs called. the plague. - \ Thirty-two dead bodies = 
ret Re" | out of two ſhips... Was this diſeaſe 
import ed? ch the ſame. mts the- Bork er 


Unie W OY 


. 
„ * p 
3 af * way 
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; table, kingdom. ps 
i fively As and * n 5 
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ance, 2M an Gates Was ee 
on eme, : 
eee raden vol, i IV p. n 


13 


1 "ng the oral was 3 agai i 5 In 
ſome parts of the Continent prevailed the Hun- 


garian fever, like the plague, and ſevere bilious 
complaints. 4 remarkable fiery bow in the 7 5 
| heavens was obſerved in Hungary; and Con- 
ſtantinople was infeſted with clouds of graſs- 
hoppers, of great ſize, that devoured every green 
thin 8: The malignaut ſore throat was fatal in 


n, and authors relate that this was its s firſt | 


| appearance in that country. 


In 1611 the plague carried off 200,000 of the 


inhabitants of Conſtantinople. It pada alſo 
in ſome other places. The ſum 


aum ers of the three 
laſt years were pry hot and dry. In 1612 


_ appeared a comet. A terrible tempeſt made 


great hayoc with ſhipping 2000 dead bodies of 


ſailors were found on the coaſt of England, and 
1200 on that of Holland. Some towns were 5 
5 injured. 1 | 
In the following 5 8 in N was 
greatly injured by an inundation; ; and ſwarms 


of. locuſts ſucceeded, which laid waſte the vege- 


* 


The ſummer of 1615 12 in * Eagliad"s was excel: 
t. fever. ſeverely 


„ 
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Poland, Flanders, and England. 


0 In Perſia alſo it raged, with meaſles, 


In 1618 the plague appeare in detached par 
[of France; and in 3 4 on - 


diſeaſe ſo fatal as to want only the buboes to 
prove it the true plague. It was marked with 
red and livid ſpots, fwellings behind the ears, 
and carbuncles. One 2 WhO . e 


| Riverina ki. xvii. 


Ta © the 8 8 the EP was 


| rad with graſshoppers, and the air filled Fo - 


clouds flies. 
In this year alſo Conſtantinople 1 was A 


with the plague; and as cats were ſuppoſed to 


ſpread the infection, the phyſicians, who were 
moſtly Jews, adviſed the Emperor, Achmet I. 
and he accordingly ordered all the cats to be 
. to a deſart iſland near Scutari. 


| Short, vel. i. Mignot, Hiſt. Turkig Empire. 


one” MY: the winter was ſevere; there was an 
eruption of Etna, and an earthquake in the 
Azores. The heavens appeared At © one time ina 
flame, and afterwards very dark. wy 
This year was remarkable for 1. mY uni- 
verſal ſmall pox, and moſt fatal ever known. It 
laid waſte Alexandria, Ciete, Turkey, erer, ; 


Italy, Venice, Dalmatia,” TR 


The morality equalled that of the p 
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- In 1618 the ſeaſons were cold. In 16 16 a 
very hot and dry ſummer. Quartan agues 
epidemic—1 * a chro in "Ron ma * 1 
but um nun bg e 
In 1617 the umr chat 2 dey! 


In 1618 appeared a remarkable comet in 


in November, (Short mentions four) and a town _ 


in Rhetia was overwhelmed by an earthquake. 
Violent tempeſts, inundations, and hurricanes, 
are recorded of the ſame year; and in Bermuda, 
the year following, a ſtorm tore up the ſtrongeſt 
trees by the roots. In 1619 Hecks diſcharged 
her fiery contents. _ 

In 1618 broke out in Naples a malignant. 
angina, which ravaged the place for many years. 
The plague appeared at Bergen, in Norway, in 
| Denmark, and in Grand Cairo. This was the 
beginning of a very peſtilential period, and here 
muſt be introduced the terrible peſtilence which 
waſted the American Indians, juſt before our 
anceſtors landed in Maſſachuſets. As this is 
one of the moſt remarkable facts in hiſtory, and 
one that demonſtrates the general cauſes of 
plague to belong to other climates, beſides _ 
| of Fespt e a the Levant, I n . great 


in ; 


+ in n ee e | 4 


| eoaſt. On the | 19th: of May: 1619 be b failed | 


_ landed at 3 we where he had "as | tho 


year before, and he found many Indian towns 


totally depopulated—in others a few natives | 


remained alive, but not free of {i >k 


wes,of ſome that had eſcaped, who deſcribed 
the ſpots of ſuch. as uſually die. Theſe are hi 
words. He found ſome villages, which in his 
Te viſit were populous, all e d. ane 
| Ra WE dead.” 


| Puichas, vol. iv. m8. 


"Rickard be wy his companions, who bad 
1 ſent by Ferdinando Gorges to explore the 


country, wintered among the Indians during the 
peſtilenge, and remained untouched, the diſeaſe 


attacking none of the Engliſh, 


„ Belknap' 8 Life of Gorges, American Biography, 
« ASE + 2 
8 Baer 5 335» ry ths a os not N 


Gookin, in aa account ab; "this Indians, 
1 Collections, p. 8) pla W 
asd ee rs 13, about { 

"this. cannot ag accurate. unle 
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| fs # 7 | os 4 5 fortunately 


# 


diſeaſe, the plague, for we might perceive the = 


* 


1 we have another wut 
_ indiſputable..+. +... 4 | 1 5 
A ſermon was e e 55 Elder 3 

| at Plymouth, in 1620, juſt after the colony 

arrived, and ſent to London to be publiſhed. In 
the Epiſtle Dedicatory, which is dated December 

21, 1621, the author has theſe words. They 

(che Indians) were very much waſted of late by 7 

a great mortality that fell amongſt them three 

years ſince; which, with their own civil diſſen „ 

tions and bloody wars, hath ſo waſted them, as, I 
_ the t entict! perſon is ſcarce left alive.“ 


mee Colleen, fue port i 


1 * 2 OILY - * " 
— ; * i & 
n 


uy; which i in: - 


This ds alſo with the rn. in 
Prince 8 Chronology, from original manuſcripts, | 
This fixes the time in 1618 preciſely agreeable | 
to Captain Dermer's account. This was the 
year of the rn mortality; but, like other 

ſtilential periods, this continued for a number 
of years; fon ſome: of the Plymouth ſettlers 
went to Maſſachuſetts (now Boſton) in 1622, to 
_ purchaſe: corn of the natives, and found 
among the Indians a great fickneſs, not unlike 
2 if.nos.thefame,” cr . 


be tio then. is 5 "The diſeaſe oo - 
- enced, ot raged with its principal violence, in 
* Fa 7 — : | 7 . 8 : * 
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1618, and through the winter. This wa 
vear of the remarkable comet, when the plague 
was raging in many parts of the old world. 80 


” 


n 
2 0 


4 


: ; 5 "hh ' 
his was the 


fatal was the peſtilence in America, that the 
warriors from Narraganſett to Penobſcot, the 
diftance to which the diſeaſe ſeems to have been 
limited, were a ng wh naar « few wan 7 
grade. 5 i 

When our anceſtors. OED in 1 620, they 


found the bones of ur 1 aha e in 7 


my _ renee ant 
is * 4. N . 


The N of diſeaſe is en important 
an Dermer ſeems to think it a ſpecies of 


plague, and he ſaw ſome of the ſores of thoſe 


who had ſurvived. Hutchinſon, vol. 1. p. 34, 

35, fays ſome have ſuppoſed it to have been the 
ſmall pox, but the Indians, who were perfectly 
acquainted with this difeaſe, after the Englith 


it, and drforibed it as a a peſtileatial putrid fever.” 
Fortunately General Gookin, in the paſſage 
obe cited, has left us a fact, which e 10 TD 


1 doubt as to the nature of the malady. 5 


His words are What the diſeaſe e 
10 generally and mortally ſwept them away, 1 
cannot learn. Doubtleſs it was ſome peſtilential 


Aale T have diſcourſed with ſome old Indians, 


's Hesel be fays EN of the Maſachaſr ide alone 


k were ſuppoſed to be ge to 306. - 


f : 
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ther youths, vho ſay th hat the bodies all 
exceeding yellow, - (deſcribing. it by a 
ell rment- ep ſhowed my oe | Wen ö 
This account may; "_ long, FR its abi „ 
858 and it decides the queſtion that the peſti- 
lence was the true American plague, called 
Yellow Fever. If any confirmatiou of this 
evidence were neceſſary, we have it in Prince's 
Chronology, where it is recorded that 4 ber 
| re hemorrhage from the noſe. - : 
At the time Gookin wrote, about forty or fifty. 
years after the ſettlement of New eee the 
infectious fevers. of autumn were ca i 
lent, and they were freque N 
but had not n ehe the, erl. 
2 yellows e a e e e e Bal 


„ 


Thi W NY hn dg among ee 
ane ſince the Engliſh ſettled in mm intry 
Samen will be hereafter relate 

The evidence then of the origin of the Yellow 
Fever in this country, between the 41ſt and 44th 
degrees of latitude, is complete, leaving no room 
for doubt or controverſy. No intercourſe 

exiſted in 1618 between this continent and the 

Weſt Indies; nor did a ſingle veſſel paſs between 

New 4 and. the iſlands till (xm. years „ 

FE Logs \. 


vs 


3 


„» 


3 


vas then ſettled except by the Spaniards,” with 
whom our anceſtors had no commerce. Not an 
e was among the Indians, except 4 8 | 
French ſeaman who had eſcaped from a wreck a 
year or two before, and Mr. Vines? men, who 
arrived directly from England. Theſe men 
eſcaped the diſeaſe, none belug attacked but the 
Indians; another debt of the bene. ir of the 
euere in the ee ee e N 
In Gorges e Deſcription of New England 
| there is the followi ing account” of this peſtilence, 
The ſummer; after the blazing ſtar Which 
moved from the eaſt to the weſt, even a little 
before the Englifly removed from Holland te 
Plymouth in New England, there befel a great 
mortality among the Indians, che gelten that 
had ever happened in the memory of man, or 
been taken notice of by tradition, bo bor waſte | 
ment” 

The dor urther remafts that this ſtar Gi 
much noted in Europe. In America it was ſeen 
in the ſouth-weſt for thirty fleeps,” as the 

Indians expreſs themſelves. The deſcription of 
the comet here given anſwers to that of Riverius, 
who repreſents it as very ſplendid, larger than 
Venus, moving from the eaſt to the weſt, and 1 

Vvifible from November 27, 1618, till the cloſe of 

December. This was the time the peſtilencte 

Vas raging among the Indians. Gorges, indeed, 

* it was the dummer Veen 12 3 ſtar. oy 
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tha the diſeaſe continued not only int 
1619, but occurred in autumn for {ome years 


| ſubſequent.” We hear of it among the Maſſa» 
cChuſetts Indians in 1622. From this it appears 
that this was a long and ſevere period of peſti- 
lence between 1617 and 1623, or a later yours : 


like the preſent period in the United Sates. 


It muſt, be remarked that in 1618, the 8 1 : 


year when the Indians in Ame 
prey to this malady, the angina maligna broke 


out in the kingdom of Naples, and-ſpread mor- 
| eee as authors affim, for 


tality over t 
ei ery years. I 


however, is not under- 


| ſtood as affirming the diſeaſe. to have been con- 


nan 1 tit. as TON" at. certain | 


| iy a a 3 in 5 
Virginia. Captain Dermer relates, that when 


he arrived in the Cheſapeak on the 8th of Sep- 


tember; The firſt neus ſtruck cold to out 


the ſickneſs over the land. *r: Three 


” hundred of the ſettlers died in 1619. 
It appears from Purchas that the emigrants to 


| Virginia in 1619, 20, and /21; amounted to 3570; 
in 42 fail of ſhipsF. There were 600 ſouls i in 


* bein Dermer was probably the firſt Eagümiäd "that 
ever paſſed through the Rapids between Long Hand and the 
main land, now called Hell Gate. He Ap nate 
as a cataract, and mentions. the, diff 

| AUT, from the eaſt and weſt, | 


4 1 Amen allows only #516 en kh wane 


in chat period. | 
that 


vs. ALL 


* . 
1 
— * * 0 


that « RIDER: e theſe . making ** 
whole her 4170; of theſe 349 periſhed in the 
Indian (maſſacre of 1622 hich would; vo, 
8884 ſurvivors. 
: But in 1624 no more de 1 1800 were ing: 
6 means of ſubſiſtence might have con- 
tributed to this mortality; but moſt of it was in 
cConſequence of fevers, that were probably the 
effects of the climate, and a very ee ae 

. Late of the atmoſphere.  _ K 
In 1620 a comet was followed „ win- 
| ter. In England the year was diſtinguiſhed bß 
5 & violent. tempeſt, a preternatural tide, and a 
very wet ſummer. The Hur 7 arian fever, ſo 
.. called, ſpread along the Rhine, and in the next 

. Fear became infectious. London became ſickly. 
The year 1621 was remarkable enn 
malignant ſmall N | 
In 1622 a comet is noted, nk an > 36 Aha : 
| in Italy. In New England the ſpring was 

__ exceſlively dry, from the third week in May: to 

the middle of July. 


In 1623 the epidemic Gabe in —— became ; | 


more fatal, as the period of peſtilence ap- 
proached. This is obvious from the London 
burials, which ſhow. a conſiderable increaſe. 
Riverius, who has written og the epidemic fevers 
of this period in the ſouth of France, obſerves 
chat the mortality was great, until he began to 
bleed and purge, when it abated. He refers to 


or + Erlbrxte Sntabza =” 


ty of Mentpenter, Whrg. 
who were ſeized. The clouds was a . of , 
Kane e 5 
This author concuts with the Wein in 
aſeribing peſtilence to comets. Speaking of the 
fingular ſtar of 1618, he ſays ** Hunc vero c- 
metam morborum malignorum et peſtilentium 
nec non etiam bellorum, quibus wntverſa pene 
Europa hattenus devaſtata eft, preſagum « ac Pre. 
nuntium e N eredere non allenum . 


ty 4a d. Febre Pet. $33 fl. 


pron antics Au inte the error wh ich has 


almoſt Half died 8 5 


brought into contempt the opinions of the an- 
cient ſages, in regard to the influence of the 8 


ſtars ot man, and the ſtate. of the {elements. - 
He aſeribes moral as well as phy/icdl:effits to 
that influence. Admitting the diſtünt orbs to 
have ſome effects on the air or fire of bur ſyſtem, | 
and through that medium to augtnent or di- 
miniſh the ſtimulus which acts on the human 
body and of courſe on the paſſions, by the ex- 
citing powers; yet any moral effects derived 
5 front this ſource muſt be fo inconſiderable, or ſo 
blended with the effects of other cauſes, as 
Intereſt,” ambition, love, revenge, and the like, 
that the degree of influence could not be aſcer- 
tained, nor the effetts of one cauſe diſtinguiſhed 
from thofe of the other. 'I reject all "mores 8 
ects aſeribed to comets; but the 5 > 
vol. V 
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of the Ca 


The d iſeaſes 0 of this oo eee to 
multiply and grow more malignant in 1624, 


| when the: epidemic aſſumed the form of the 
| ſpotted fever. In 1625 this fever turned to the 
plague, and in 1626 changed back to the ſpotted 


fever, ſays Lotichius, cited. hy Short. This is 


| not an unuſual fact. 


The plague in 1625 3 away 35 000 of the 


citizens of London. It raged at the ſame time i 
in Italy, Denmark, and Leyden, and how much 
more extenſively I am not informed. Wo 


In this year another comet was Ghai: Sac | 


| cities 1n Spain were overwhelmed by inundations; 
the winter was ſevere, the ſummer hot and 
moiſt weather; and there was an eruption of a 


volcano in Iceland. It is remarkable alſo that 

in this year a volcano burſt forth in Palma, one 
Zanaries, with a violent earthquake. | 

The ſummer of 1626 was very. hot, and the 


i plague continued its ravages in many parts of 

Europe, as in Wittemburgh and the vicinity; 
and in Lyons, which loft 60, 000 of its inhabit 

ants. This was the prelude to more general 
calamity in France; for in the following years 
the whole a felt the IO e of 


"he malady. 5 
In. 1627 and, 28 the fame e diſſe provaled 18 = 


: 
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. eter 6 finding,” Th 1629, the peſlilence 86 in 
Amſterdam. In 1630 Cambridge in England 
was viſited. It was a very ſickly ſummer in 
London, ſo that the citizens were alarmed, and 
| many retired to the country, but. the . 
being very ſickly they e ; 

In 1629 Pola, a town in the Venbtian terkitb- 
: ries, loſt 7 7000 inhabitants by an earthquake. 3 ; 5 


Of the peſtilence in this period, there was : 
5 a ſuſpenſion. Particular countries en⸗ 


Joyed thort intervals of health, but Europe and 


Nerica were ſeverely annoyed by peiulential - 
iſeaſes between _ and 1637. 


ln 1630 dar 11m" great FN ns 35 ſu es | 
re. Apülia Toft 17,006 people by n 


raf fir 

earthquake; and Lima, in South America, was 
laid in ruins by the like cataſtrophe. | | At this 
time the plague prevailed in Vienna. 


In 1631 happ enced a memorable rt ** 1 
Naples, with a z tremendous eruption of Veen 5 


which continued I; was repeated i in 1632. In 
this eruption, Bag 


240 feet of its altitude. 


Contemporary with theſe difaſges ls ne 5 
and lava, was an eryßſpelbus fever in Europe, 3 
with inflammation in the j jaws, and an increaſe | 


of mortality, baer, to a general Plag gue. 
See the bills of mortality for London, Augſburg, 


and Dreſden, where the p ro deen of the m alig- 
; WWE 5 of augments” | 


| "_ in the 


vus aſſures us Veſuvius lot | 
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au gmentation of the, bills, cl the plague | in 8 
1636. 


'In 1633 MOD a GEN which was ewes 


. by a ſevere winter. The ſame winter in America. 


was mild, ſays Winthrop, p. 61. Southerl7 
winds prevailed till the cloſe of winter, when. 


there were great ſnows. It is very common 
that ſevere cold is progreſlive, happening in 


Europe one year before it does i in America, as 


Will hereafter appear. 550 


In 1633, the year of the comet, IMS BI | 
an eruption of Etna, which continued for four 


or five years, through this whole peſtilential 
period. London was ſhaken by an earthquake, 
and at Halifax i in Yorkſhire W a very mali lig 5 

nant fever. 5 


In this year alſo a a © peſtlent fever” inpaded s 
the little colony of. Plymouth i in Maflachuſetts, 


and carried off twenty of their number. This 


was a great mortality for that ſmall ſettlement. 
It muſt have been occaſioned by a fever of do- 
meſtic origin, as the colony had, at that time, 


no intercourſe with foreign countries, except. 


with England. No ſuſpicion has ever been en- 
tertained that the diſeaſe was of foreign origin. | 
At the fame time the Indians were invaded by” 


the fmall Pox, which ſwept them 99 1 in IN 
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OE, EPIDEMIC DISEASES. a 


The fammer 'of fs” year was MEL 6s "0 „ 
- innumerable large flies, of the fize of bees, 


which made the woods reſound vith a h hn ing | 


noiſe. | „ ö b 
8 | Hubbard MS. p-. . 5 wr, 1. Journal, N 
f ec pong N 5 | 
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We have then a rem Eble alle ce 6 this 
extent of a peſtilential principle in the elements. 
The ſame ſpecies of diſeaſes appeared at the fame 
time in Augſburg, Dreſden; London, and in 
America. Probably the fame ſpecies prevailed 1 
over moſt of Europe, for we hear of them in 
5] every part of Holland in the following year, 
The diſeaſes predominant previous to the pla, gue 
are of the eruptive kind; fuch was the caſe in 
the preſent inſtance. In America the epidemic 
among the Indians took the form of the ſmall 
pox ; and althongh' it is the current opinion 
that the ſmall -pox 'is communicated only by 
contagion, yet my inveſtigations have fatisfied | 
me that this is a great error. The finall pox C 
is one of the family of eruptive diſeaſes, which 
belong to almoſt every peſtilential period. Be- 
fore its origin and progreſs had been affected by 
the art of inoculation, it' uſed 'to be epidemic 
in large cities, under that inflammatory condi- 
tion of the atmoſphere which originated 
g meaſles, "MSI. anginas, and plague, and 
urely or t any other time. This diſeaſe, 
-._ theres 
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univerſal agitation af the central fires, In,! 


1 "IE ee LS « any time by 
infection, ! 18 generated In 1 ot habits without 
any infe Qing cauſe ab extra ; and is the offspring 
of that ſtate of the atmoſphere which Lo ö 
other eruptive epidemics. 3 
In 1634 the plague ſhowed itſelf at Ratiſbon. 5 
The ſummer in America was hotter than 0 
and the following winter was very cold. 

In 1685 the plague appeared. in Leyden, and 
20,00 inhabitants periſhed. This: year. Was 
diRinguiſhod, for an eruption of Veſuvius, 
violent inundation in Holſtein, 
Which . 609, people, ; and 50,000 head, of 
cattle, and a terrible tempeſt; in. America, on the 
15th. of Auguſt, O. S. which hrought, in a remark- 


able yell ofthe, ocean. It will appear hereafter, 


that moſt of. the violent; ſtorms and hurricanes 
which ſweep the earth happen during or NEAT, 
the time of the diſcharges of great quantities of 
fire from volcanoes, In this year, Etna and 
Veſuvins were both in a ſtate of. « eruption, .. The 

Pere en Meme ang of Fanta 


* 


e e 
The peſtilence was, general i in proportion to, this, 


Ot the progrels of the peſtilence;in; H 


| en nien. we haye.ap NS, 


_ accoun 


broeck; Gilles is 2 far the moſt learned 920 
philoſophic work on the plague that I Have (ten: 
Not that T believe his opinion of the ecauſe of 
tlie plague; but his view of the ſubject is other. 
wiſe correct and worthy of univerſal attention. 
In 1635 when the plague appeared i in Leyde j 
lie malignant diſeaſes, its precurſots, appeared in 
various part of Holland. In Nimeguen the 

precurſors were meaſles, ſmall pox, dyſenteties 

2 1 worſt type, but eſpecially the Todtted 
The malignity of this fever ibcreafet.  - 

oak changed into the real plague ede in 
aperti e eu tranfiret, I Bog Di mer r- 
| broeck. try r Sift 43 
The wüste appeared; in a few caſes. inn No⸗ 5 


vember 1636, but made little progress durif . 


the winter. In January appearances were mn me 
alarming; in March the malady ſpread rapidly,” = 
and continued to increaſe till autumn. Scareely 
a -houſe fc; ped; more than half Who were 15 
ſeized died; and weden aid was baffled: * The 
diſeaſe declined in the following winter, and Wag 
extin guithed by a ſeyere froſt in February 1687. 
The ſummers of 1636 and 7 were warm, tie 
winds conſtantly from the ſouth and weſt, * cunt 
Oy aeris ſqualoribus, ſays Diemerbroeck: 
In 1633 à dyſentery prevailed in moſt pad of 
Germany. In 1636 the eruption from Etna was 
d—and Rome was ſeverely” afflicted! 
US with 


4 


290 1 ate iT . 
Vith the plague. In 1637 the ſame; diſtemper | 
; raged, in ſome, parts of Holland, in Den AK, 
Conſtantin ople, and Natalia; after which year 
+ the diſcaſe declined or diſappeacre. 


This period of diſeaſe, was alſo e in 0 
f Virginia, where, ſays W aſhes feds 1800 peo- 
ple in the year 163. 
The ſummer. of 1638 was ver) hat ar. Hi in 


os England, as it was in Ae a, after a 8 'e 
; Yinter, and cold ſpring 
In this year was a = tremendous Kathe | 
| 1 in Calabria, memorable for the de- 
ſtruction of f whole towns. 0 the 9 5 30 POM 
? byes, i] wart 
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3 'elock in the > aaa in a. clear warm 3 
| with A. veſterly, wind, happened a great. earth-, 
| quake. in America, Which extended from the 
Piſcataqua to the Connecticut, and perhaps oye 
the whole northern region. The year Was alla 
| diſtinguiſned for tempeſtuous weather; not for 
| ordin ary. ſtorms, which occur many times every, 
year,; but for violent hurricanes: of vaſt extent. 

On the third of Auguſt a tempeſt maiſed the 
| tide, on the Naraganſit ſhore, fourteen feet 

azboye common ſpring tiges, Autumn was 

very rainy, and conſiderable ſnow fell i in Ottober,, | 

Which our anceſtors, aſcribed io the earthquake. 

On the 925th of September another mighty tem, 
peſt 9, and TY vol 770 of the ſea. 
| 5 chat 
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| dt bad how! been obſerved in America. If 1 
miſtake not, the ſtate of the atmoſphere during . 
_ earthquakes and eruptions of volcanoes is pecu - 
liarly diſpoſed not only to produce high winds, 
but to generate ſnow and hail, 1 
This year was very ſickly in A ng In a 
December a general faſt was obſerved, one reafon 
for which was the dee of the Li * mall, 
PRs Keen „„ | 
Eel 3 SETTLE, wa, P, 165 | 
The 3 of 1689 il in h was 5 very any 
thaw was no rain from April 26 to June 4, O. S. 
and from the ſouthward came ſwarms of ſmall 
flies which covered the ſea, Bit! did b r 
the land, agile 
Dee Cant ni | Winthrop 181-184 | 


* 


The COPIER ps, Bi to inſpſt Tan — 
out interruption, from 1636 to 1648 : ſee the 
Bills of Mortali ty ; but it was not epidemic: nor 
very W 5 
In 1640 4 hard winter, and pe pleuriſies . 
were fatal in Europe. The following year a 
malignant fever was "epidemic in e and 
aner, countrie. Y 
September 11 ond in Mimi rng a re- 
Pn light in the heavens, about 30 or 40 
feet in length, it moved rapidly and was viſible | 
about a minute. It was ſeen in Boſton, in Ply- 
mouth, and in N 1 8 and to the ſpectators 
8 . 
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every where appeared to. be in dine furor 
+ the, ed —of courſe unn Se been of « 


ae „%ͤò NX ane . 
1 notice this ma 8 as «it key 7 any 


12 5 ancient writers, who, in deſcribing the ſeaſons 

and phenomena of peſtilential periods, fre- 

quently mention ſimilar appearances. This 

| ſeems to have been of the figure of a beam, 
called by: the Latin writers, #rabs, but it differed 

from thoſe meteor east fe en writers 

in 180 rpiity of Tipton: 5 Pt DOOR ET ; 


This ſummer of 1641. was 1 wet ee 
cold, ſo that a great part of the corn did. not 5 
come to maturity. Thoſe who fed on it, the 

Fear following, were exceedingly troubled” with 

worms, and ſome perſons found a ee in 
, wir TING repo mug DR op . 
4 Winthrop, pl 234 


Th „ HI 
Ih - following „ mold orerothes 1 
hl been known for 40 years. The bay of 
Boſton was frozen ſo t san [ 
to the town from che neighbouring lands: The 
ren and Cheſapeak - bay. was: nearly: 
 _ Troze t Boſton the ice . e e een 5 
0 br e we de end reach. MH BY 7 * * 
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re oldeſt en mda declared 110 could nd ; 
recollect ſuch a winter. _ 

This ſevere winter was. dello wed by a very, | 
fckly ſummer on the Delaware River. Such 
was the mortality among the ſettlers, from 
Newhaven, who had not long been in that 
country, that it broke up their ſettlement. 
The Swedes ſee there wr much by the 


ver? wet is of. „ a | 
dearth of corn in Boſton, in the ſpring of 1643; 
myrieqs. of pigeons, appeared alſo, and did no 


, ſame ſeaſon. It is an old 
abſervation, in. America, that, pigeons are un- 


nly.. numerous in. the. ſpring of Get me 


years, The Maſſachuſptts colony ſuffered from: 1 


the number of mice which devoured owe s 


and the barks of their fruit trees. il 


Seyeral ſingular meteors were ſeen this year 1 . 
is neighbourhood of Boſton“. 


20 4. 5 0 vinthrop' s. ä 1 to — 6 
i regretted. | Hubbard's Manuſcript | will in part ſupply. 

materials for this work; for ſome years ſubſequent. | But for 
the laſt 30 years of the laſt century, I can obtain very little 
information of the ſtate. of the ſcaſons and health in America. 


| | „ . One 
. f 4 N 28 88 * © 
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One fact in the foregoing account eee 
notice; the extreme winter in America was in 
1641-9, one year later than in Europe. Several 
inſtances have occurred in other periods. which 
ſeem to indicate a kind of progreſſiyeneſs i in great 
cold from eaſt to weſt. It often happens, how- 
ever, that the winter is ſevere at the ſame time 
in both hemiſ PTS, as in 1607 -$—1685-4— 
| 1762-3—1779-80. REO Tap” 5 

In England in 1643 Aa malignant feyer v was 
epidemic, and few. eſcaped, In, autumn. it put 
on peſtilential ſymptoms and petechia. The 


ſame Year an 1 of Veſuvius and of 


Etna. 
- 4 be: 1644" Aa » malignant ver“ was s epidemic in in 
2 Pen. T Ll e ar Tin pies! 


The katie of: 1645 Wei elde bot, 
there prevailed a "contagious dyſentery, Wilen 
was fatal in England. — For the great mortality” 
in England, through a ſeries of years at this 
time, fee | the Landon" 'bills.—Tn' this year a 
great fickneſs prevailed among che Indians on' 
Martha's bers ee eſcaped. OO 


CA 


l dt "2 Wet, 1 Haw Tg vol. 1. . 26g 


| 10 1646 1 laid a part of Holland ; 
2 451 Zealand under water ſo ſuddenly,” as to de- 
ſtroy more. than 100, 000 lives, and 300 vil- 

es Daene yy MS: t as dee 5 
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with other, Gngular celeſtial, \phenomens, were 
ſon. this e in ee ro Y 4 55 
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nn 1647” "Mn Isth, Aa e „ 
earthquake in Chili, South America, ſunk 
whole mountains into the earth, and INE 
| ruined "ws n * of ns EG”, 


This year. appeared, a ; comet: —The 1 in 

London alſo was more ſevere, and n 
after this year to ſubſide. 

In 1646 and 7 Ukraine Was ae by 
locuſts. . 

As D. 1647, ths. year „„ an epi „ 
catarth in America, and the firſt of which we 
have any account. It is not named either in- 

fluenza or catarrh, but is, clearly the ſame diſ- 
_ eaſe. It is thus. deſcribed in Hubbard's manu- 
ſcript, - p. 276: In 1647 an er eat ſickneſs. 
paſſed through the whole country, affecting the 
_ coloniſts and the natives, Englith, French, and 
Dutch. It began with a cold, and in many. ac- 
companied with a light fever. Such as bled or 
ufed cooling drinks died; ſuch as made uſe | 
ol cordials, and more ſtrengthening things, re- 
covered for the moſt part. It extended through | 
the plantations in. America, and in the Weſt., _ | 
Indies. —There died 1 in 8 and St, Kites. rs 


3 


„ 2 bK arer bar 


5 5 or 6000 n gd plague br 4 
| ” | peſtilential fever, in 50 iflands, eee „ 
dy great drought, which cut ſhort _ potatoes and = 
„ fruits.“ . 1. : 
>: * + -.. > 1 0" epidemic was in . e 
P earthquake in Chili, but ds n * 158 | 
| diſeaſe is not recorded.  _ | 3 
In Connecticut prevailed a OY eve 6 
occaſioned by the exceſſive heat of the ſum- | 
mer. 
The year 1648 are to have been len 
fickly in London; but in the South of Europe 
malignant diſeaſes were the harbingers of the 
plague, which in 1649 carried off 200,000 peo- | 
ple in the ſouthern provinces of Spain. In 
Ireland and Shropſhire the plague. prevailed * 
the ſame year, and a fatal fever in n 5 
The ſmall-pox was epidemic in Boſton... 
55 A We Travels, vol. 2. 219. Wort, vol. 1. X 
DIY a e vol. 2. 395. 8 55 


54 1630 Was an 3 005 3 4 an; 
earthquake in the north and weſt of England. 
In this and the ones! Jon woe 9 con- 
tinued in Ireland. -. 

In 3640 the A eee ſorta over ne - 
5 In. 1651 many deſolating floods happened in 


8 of this 2 died the Wor: Thomas Hoke, and ma. 
others, in Hartford. See . 80 FR. Ns 121 225 15 9935 


* 5 67. 
| Holland, 


Holland M's 8 ae a e or 
fore throat, proved very fatal to me ie 

diſeaſes were ſucceeded by malignant fevers 
and plague in moſt eee eee except in 
England. The ſummer in 1651 was hot. 

| In 1652 appeare a comet. A 3 

ſynochus, prevailed in N. and a tertian 
fever in Denmark. _ 5 
In 1653 a flight earthquake occurred in N W 
. England, in October. "rat 
The years 1652 and 3 were „ 5 
in England, and in 1634 public . were 
e as a ſupply of talk > 


lercurius Politicus 4 London paper. 1 


M 1654. the W made its appearance * 
Denmark. Some ſevere epidemic, had prevailed 
in New England; for in the ſpring of 1654: a 
general faſt was appointed by the Government 
of Connecticut, one reaſon aſſigned for which 
was, the mortality which had been among 
the people of Maſſachuſett's.” 5 the . d 
elle was 1 am not informed. : 

Trum. Hit. Con. any. 5 : 


In 1655 5 the ſecond epidemic ca- 
tarrh recorded 1 in the annals of America. The 
following is the account of i it in Hubbar' hr : 
. b. 285. SLICES, Poets op 
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« In 1635 there was another Kist cou oh 
12 thar paſſed through the whole country of New 
England, occaſioned by ſome ſtrange diſtemper 
or infection of the air. It was ſo epidemical 
that few Perſons eſcaped. It began about the 
end of June. Few were able to viſit their 
friends, or perform the laſt teſtimony of reſpe& 
to any of their relations at à diſtance. Of 
this died Mr. FOR e Gas] of he, 
wich.“ | 15 
| | See all Magna, b. 5 n 
It will be obſerved, that this epidemic com- 
menced in the heat of ſummer, and that its 
- invaſion was ſudden and univerſal. In Novem- 
ber 1633 occurred an eee in 2 
America. 5 
Of the ſeaſons in W 1 have no ac- 
count; but in Europe the winter of 1654-5 
was extremely ſevere. The rivers and harbours 
in Holland were all made faſt with ice; a ſe- 
ries. of ſnow-ſtorms took place in April, and 
as late as the 19th there v was a. : ſevere froſt at ; 
ne 


See Mereuri us Politicus for 0 5 2 


In March 1655. was an eruption of Veſuvius; 
it was very ſickly in the north of England; 
and there were great ens of wind and hait : 
in 1654 gas. „ 
. 1 „„ 


or EPIDEMIC DISEASES. . 


Thi 1654 the plague appeared at Cbeſter in : 
Fugland, but did not become .epidemie, owing, 


it was ſuppoſed, to the eng . of _— 
the diſeaſed to their houſes*; ,, 
At the ſame time the difeaſt was raging in 


Turkey, in Preſburg, Hungary; and in the 


city of Moſcow it is alledged there periſhed 
200,000 inhabitants. We have here preciſe 
and authentic evidence that the plague ap- 
peared in Cheſter, in the north-weſt of Eng- 
land, in Denmark, in Ruſſia, Hungary, and 


Turkey, in the /ame ſcaſon. To prove this 
to be the effect of a general principle, we have 
numberleſs authorities in the Gazottes of that 

and the next year that malignant diſeaſes pre- 
vailed over Europe. See the paper above cited. 
Thus, when a few caſes of plague occurred in 

Cheſter, fatal diſeaſes prevailed over the north 


of England. And it is remarkable in this 
inſtance, that the epidemie plague appeared in 


the north of- Europe before it did in Italy; an | 


exception to the general courſe of that diſeaſe: 


In 1655 the plague was more general in 
Europe. It prevailed in Sardinia, Malta, Ley- 
den, Amſterdam, and in Riga, a Ruſſian Port 


in the b aſe _ WU ren W in 


n + 


* This n ma "poſibly 8 bank the _ but; it is bs” 


the opinion is not well founded. Ses this pon conſidered 
5 in the. 1 8 een. 5 


3 a 3 3 Os y 6 1 


=o 


i 
s 


| | The pp " deaths were eſtin a 


Naples, 

OCandia, Benevento, and moſt 
eee territories.” In the city 
of Naples bee three fourths Ws, the inha- 
bitants, and in Benevento a greater proportion. | 
998 as ob | 


In 1656 the "og diſeaſe. invaded: 


In tes OuT of. "Naples died: | 240,000, fur 
1455 vived 50,000; "a . 
TY has the Ne 8 1400, 000; 


In Benevento died 9000, furvve e 


3 In Rome died about 10,000 I 018 8 
4 tg nrgh in e „con . 1657 7000 


I have not e 6 a be r 


uf the diſeaſes of this peſtilential period. But 
it is to be obſerved, that influenza prevailed 
over Europe in 1650, and diſeaſes of the throat 


in Italy in 1651 ; diſeaſes which ſeem to pre- 
cede peſtilential 88 on moſt occafions. CTCL 

The ſummer of 1656 was hot, and an earth- 
_ quake in the ſouth of ere accompanied The 
dreadful mortality. e e 


See Univ. Hiſt. = # xxviii. 318. : 7 ; 
3 "_ e Art. Plague. | 
we 


; by: fatal — diſeaſes, je RY: Ps have n no 
means of deter: g what they were: The 
account recorded is, that there was a great 
ſickneſs and mortality throughout N ew England 


in 1658. as was W r e ane 5 


. gh 7} . 73 442] 
Tos | Trumbull, . 2 


ok 3 i, 6 3 I * 
8 2:4 . 4:4 © K „ 3A 4 : $& 
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"This" 1 was allo angabe for what is 
called in our annals, ** the great earthquake.” 
This is an inſtance of a violent concuſſion of the 
earth, in the ſame year with violent rains; but, 
unfortunately; J can find i no account which pbe- i 
nomenon preceded the other. The ſummer. Was 
ſo rainy that the chriſtianized Indians obſerved . 
days of faſting on that account, apprehending = 
that "their crops would N and the world be 


n i 6; AT - 8 HEAT 14 1 Dae 
drowned. HE; | 
POLE, eee 30 Neal, vol. i. 25g. | 
11 31 tn 24} EO. 31 


1 introduction ag the Plague 1 4 Nene | 
| was aſcribed. to a tranſport. of ſoldiers from Sar- 

mia. How: the diſeaſe came to be in Sardinia = 
we are not informed. But this report, like nine- 
tenths of all the ſtories about infection, is 
demonſtrably. a miſtake. The account given in 
the hiſtory 


of the diſeaſe, is, that it was at firſt 
called by phyſicians a malignant fever. One 
of the faculty, a man probably of more fern 
ion a1 ae than the others, affirm 
% ide 3 Dog 1 eee 1 


the throat, and typhus fevers. 


| ſtrable truth, than that a diſeaſe of ſpecific con- 
iq l muſt communicate. a diſeaſe of the ſame, | 
ſpecific « character. If the plague has this ſpecies N 
of contagion, it cannot communicate another 
diſeaſe, a malignant fever for inſtance, which 


of the diſtinctive mar 

inſtance might occur, in which the diſeaſe 

. might not bear the character of its original; W 

it is abſurd to ſuppoſe that a plague;- with glan- 7 
5 dular -tumours, can communicate and render 


| d ſten 3 nn abide i 
£ mate e e by the Viceroy, who re : 


the report might i e * een n geek | 
by A 6 ao; ti | 
We have then tina nt the uni | — 
ee in the mind of medical gentlemen about 
the nature of the diſeaſe when it firſt appeared, 
becauſe it was not characterized by the diſtinc- 


tive marks. of the plague, the glandular tumours. 


This circumſtance demonſtrates that the diſeaſe 


Was not imported, but an epidemic; ; appearing 


firſt, as all great plagues firſt appear, in the form 
of catarrh, in flammatory e e e of 


75 15 A V4 | 
There cannot be Aa more 95 wy demon- 


10 


has a different character or type, and is deſtitute 


epidemic a fever without glandular tumours. Yet 
all ſevere plagues firſt appear in the form of ſuch 
knw. or other diſeaſes without tumours.” : Fehal- | 


| ro the 9 'of l to produce an 
„„ EE ee 


exception. Hence the uncertainty that perplexes 


tlie pliyheinn. and the magiſtrate at the com- 


ment of the plague; an uncertainty that 


has originated in the errors reſpecting the ſpecific . 


nature of the diſeaſe, and its propagatiou by 

infection —errors as fatal to RE! iti 

truth and ph ofophy. gy | 5 
Had the real origin of this diſeaſe Bob 4 


the certainty of the exiſtence of it in Naples, 5 


Venice, Rome, Vienna, Amſterdam, and Lon- 
don, would have induced the citizens to abandon 
the places before the diſtemper had made much 
progreſs, and multitudes / of lives would have 
been ſaved—an expedient e in ene 5 
with the moſt ſalutary effects. 
In Genoa the diſeaſe manifeſted a more diſtin 53 
ogreſſion; —_ es rd N 8 2725 ö g 
1 this. diſtewper e in alte 
Candia, and Sa 
was taken to prevent its introduction into 
Genoa, by ſtoj . intercourſe W Hole TH 
but in vain. - : 
When the report of A e \infoRtious 5 


dinia, every poſſible precaution 5 


fever in Naples prevailed in 1656, an alarm was 


over the ſafety of that city four of the gates 


were ſhut and barred - the others were guarded 
with vigilance, to prevent any perſon from en- 
1 who could be ſuf en of infection but 


* 


diſeaſe Was an epidemic Tac more he the 


. controul of health laws, than the influenza 
and ſore throat which had preceded it. Re) 
he . "ey 1657 in Englan 


| hot, and ſucceeded ed by'a dong ſevere winter rand 


OO e e 
. In April 1638 com a bin Babe te an 
ia catarrh, which was ſo ſudden in its 


attack as to ſeize a whole —_ in a night. It 


was ſevere and fatal to old people; its courſe was 


ie in hout the weeks. The fammer! Un 


hot, and nes gal Hs ite IE e we! 


p cpinemie. e — e 


ol. eber 1 9 


"It will 1 l chat aer 1647; we h 


j the 3 e mrs was a ſickly year 


0 in burope the Wen again prevailed 
in America. In 1658, when the influenza 


d Europe, great ſiekneſs and mortality 


| epidem ic diſeaſes will be Og in * 1 
6 quent ſtages of this hiſtory.” © 
In 1659 chad the cvna 


| bee g nge 1 Aren mentioned in our 


_ annals. i 5 . 
f | 5 FEE; N 7 3 hoy RT + eren. T brit 
þ 
| . AS 45 [7 
7 wy 


the plague was 


| occurred in America, Theſe alternations of 


1 1 


or" ipuro DISBASES. ” 311 5 


; ſo ſucceeded by malignmit 75 
diſeaſes, for the ene of Connecticut, in 
October 1662, appointed a day of thankſgiving, 

two reaſons aſſigned for which were, the abate- . 

ment of the ſickneſs in the ae enen Ne f 

5 l rain in time of drought. 1 5 
This us the commencement of a very ry ſickly 
| 1 in Europe. In 1660 occurred an eruption 
of Veſuvius, and of a volcano in Iceland. The 
year was very tempeſtuous, and earthquakes 

ſhook England, France, and America. In 1661 

appeared a comet. In 1662 another. ee 
bie earthquake happened in New Fünen oa 
in this year was the drought above-mentioned. 

In ͤ 1663 Canada was convulſed * ge 

months by a ſeries of ſucceſſive ſhocks—ſmall 
rivers and ſprings were dried up the waters of 
others were tinctured with the taſte of ſulpbur— | 
an immenſe ridge of mountains ſubſided to a 
plain. Such were the phenomena in America 
which marked this peſtilential period. 


Mem. Royal Society, vol. vi. 86. Neal's r N. 
"FE 1 Amer. ſe 8 71 i. Wegs | 


Is 1663 a ad diſeaſe beired the inha- 
bitants of the Venetian territories, and 60,000 
| periſhed. The country at the ſame Bons was 
overrun. by innumerable ſmall worms. | - 
I In the fame year a memorable e oe 1 
| - cured wh 3 among the cattle and * 1 | 
Wn: og | N 


K. A BRIBF- HISTOAT „„ 


by means of a diſeaſe, in which the liver Was 
—1 eaten by ſmall worms, and in ſome caſes the 
> lungs, -: Theſe phenomena were the precurſors of 
.._ _ the plague in many parts of Europe. In England | 
Y all diſeaſes aſſumed new violence, as ws as, in 
mo Ws e to the gre⸗ 8 | 


74 5 4 ly „„ 24. 4 $£.20% 
F © BT: 1 8 = $ #32. 15 * 9 a > Fo 3 
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3 25 Holland the + plague appeared x at \Heuſden in 
. 1663. . 


5 The nen hol, 1668-4 was mild ihe the. fol- 
| vol ſummer; Ruſſia was afflicted by y a malig- 
15 nant ue W attended with tumours or 
an Me in the Went ing ach to the 
Nee je benny 88 „ | 
{2 - N — Med. Septen. . e. A you . 


IF, ELM . 


14 1664 eee a 5 Shar hg be 665, 
} and, a third i in 1666. In 1664 began an eruption 
of Etna, which laſted, with various degrees of 
7 1 violence, till 1669, when it ended Mun & an 
= - dreadful exploſion. 
—_—: 4; This period conceſponds with a epidemics 
#5 2 1664 the ſummer i in Ex ee your wet, 
and cattle died of diſeaſes. In New England 1 
| commenced. the mildew. of wheat, Which has 
Ce rendered it impoſſible to cultivate that grain on 
. el Too Ait ä gan of 1 ne aſtern ares wy" 


. — — 


i pe *—³i0 
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I: rip nur Diszasks. „„ 318 
The winter .of- 1664-5 was terribly ſevere. in e 
Fe The Thames was a bridge of ice; 
and in January happened earthquakes in Co- 
ventry and Buckinghamſhire. | During this 
winter inflammatory fevers and quinſies „„ 
Sydenham, were more frequent in London than . 
were before known. Theſe gave way, in May, „ 
to a malignant fever, which could be hardly _ 
diſtinguiſhed from the plague, which, in J ung 5 
became the controuling epidemic. po.” 
Such were the phenomena of ths N i 
period. under conſideration; and at this time the 
plague appeared in Holland and in England. 
Engliſh authors all agree that the diſeaſe was 5 
imported into England from Holland in ſome 
bales of cotton. —O, fatal bales: of cotton! ſays 
Short. This tale has been recorded and repeated 
by every writer on the ſubject, without a ſingle 
document in evidence to prove that any cottun 
was imported, or chat the firſt perſons ſeized had 
ever ſeen ſuch cotton. The whole tale reſts on 
aſſertion. That the ſeeds of the diſtemper were 
not imported i is evident, from the acknowledged 
_ facts relative to its origin; and is demonſtrated 2 
by the hiſtory of the e diſeaſes ond; in 
the works of Sydenham. | 
The origin of the 3 which 9 Fog = 
its criſis in 1665, is to be traced back to the =. 
1661, when malignant diſeaſes began to appear 
: in e 1 — PPE of the world, In . 
„„ 5 e 5 


* % 


* 20 oo? 
1 OL * N 


London the Siermitting” tertian ves fas 

| Sydenham, became epidemic, and differed from 
| the ſame” diſeaſe in otlier years, by new and 

nunuſual ſymptoms, which, in ſhort, amounted to 
this that they were all more violent. In 
winter, the diſeaſe yielded, as ufua},” to cold, but 


continued fevers prevailed every winter. Theſe 
_ fevers, with ſome variations, continued until tile 
_ ſpring of 1665, and the bills ſhow how much 
yo augmented the mortality in London. 1 
, This increaſed malignity in uſual ' diſeaſes, 
| with an inereaſe of the number and mortality 
f epidemics, is the conſtant rk ef of me. 


4. plagueor other peſtilential fevers. 145 


1 withſtanding the clear ag of: theſo 
bg kacts, authors have conjured up a tale of impor- 


ttcntion which would diſgrace a ſchool boy by its 


 inconſiſtency*. The account ſtates, © that a 
violent plague had raged in Holland in 1663, on 
which account the importation of merchandize 
from that country was prohibited by the -Britiſh 
- Legiſlature in 1664. Notwithſtanding this pro- 
_ hibition, it ſtems the plague had actually been 
imported; for in the cloſe of 1664 two or three 


paeerſous died ſuddenly in Weſtminſter, with marks 


yy 25 827 . on e, TON ent, of 19275 


þ Ph * If this e mould he Ga too 1 "a can 
 fincerely ſay, that, in my opinion, no language can be too 

ſevere for the careleſſneſs which has STEP a ſyſtem of 
error on this 1 ans ſubject. 5 
Pom , 5 | neighbours, 


for they food died of the me 40 dnl. 
nicated the infection to others. It was confined, 


however, eee a hard froſty winter, till the 


middle of Fel br 
the pariſh of St. Giles to which it had beer 


ary, when it again appeared in : 


* JF nun 


originally brought; and after another long reſt, | 


till April, ſhowed its malignant force afreſh, as 
ſoon as the warmth of ſpring gave it opportunity. 


_ 


At firſt it took off one here and there, without any 


cn ro defi _ 


* laving infected euch oth er. 


eee Art. London. 21. 


*_ RE 34 1 d 


10 the ſubſtance « of the 
bs dais e An n OT T 


diſeaſe is all a vulgar, childiſh hs the propa- 


gation of which is a _— to ( 8 
; to the faculty of that age? i en 


In the firſt Per, we have: no ache evi- 


ence in any author, that any bales of cotton 


were brought from Holland to London at that 
| time. The whole aſſertion reſts on vulgar report, 


and is wholly unſupported by proof. Had the 


report been well founded the fact might have 
been aſcertained, and in an af of fuch magni Es 
tion of goods from ae was prohibited by 


tude probably would have been 


vie of N 


» ** x 5 * * Wo 0 >: 5 In 
. 9 ; ”- 6 
8 8 k o C 


foregoing baten 
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; 5 the ſecond Pines the diſcaſe-firſt appeared 
| in Meſtminſter not in the commercial city, 
London, but in a place where bales of cotton 


opened; Weſtminſter being the reſidence of the 
nobility and e rather W a 7 90 com- 1 
eee 
n the third 3 lace, no of 18 n e : 
perſons firſt ROE had 155 nenen * ne 5 
ir the Sth, place, the 4 of t _ or 8 e 


yo December 1664, is 3 evidence of any im- 
ported infection at that time; for the bills of 


mortality ſhow, and the reader is deſired to turn 


to them, to be ſatisſied that a ſmaller number died 
that year of the plague than had died of it in any 
of the ſix preceding years. In the year 1659 
died of that diſeaſe 36—in 1661 died 20—and 
every year more or leſs. In 1664 died but ſix of 
the plague; and yet this number, ſmall as it 
was, muſt be proof of the importation of infec- 5 
tion tat gear, when greater numbers in prece 
years. are paſſed over in ſilence. In ſuch ac- =, 
counts there muſt be want of knowledge or 
want of honeſty. The plague imported from 
3 Holland! when the city of London had not bern 
. row? it ior ge, years preceding. 
8 e See no Bills ANY _— {£4 


it Beſides! nil bilde Aline of Chor bene, 
ſhould two or three infected perſons in 1664 
ſpread the plague over London, and'defolate the 
city; Shen twelve, fourteen, twenty, and thirty- 
fix infected perſons, who died in preceding years, 
produced no ill effects? To account for ft uch 
effects on the principle of infection i is not of- 
ſible, and men of ner een, to be aſham mc 1e of 
ſuch abſurdities. e enen 
1. In "200" fifth place, a fiſpenſio on of FR 
diſeaſe 2e urg ix weeks, 1s evidence that 
infesslün had no agency in \ ſpreading the diſeaſe. 
= 18” a tet, 5 ge, 'I ad acknowledged, that 4 


Ea E's 


cat t. time . the ßen air | Air Aiffolves' the 
bel ur any diſeaſe in a very ſhort time; 
infection can only be preſerved in confinement. 
as in Cloſe” veſſels or packages of goods. The | 
walls of an infected houſe will be cleanſed by 
action of air, in à very few days, ſo as to be 
perfectly harmleſs. During the fix weeks ſuf-" ; 
penſion of the wile in London, where Was the 
infection coricealed t to Weigela it from air and | 
W ie N Po n Ei E 
Were the fomes thus up by deſign” for a hp ; 
| weak and then ſet at liberty? Had the perſons ; 
| who were firſt ſeized in February any acceſs to 
the infected houſes or clothes of thoſe WO died 
in December? Is this var on Tu here is no 
ee or this ſort. : 


Fw 2 ok 9 


j 
i 
i 
! 
7 
{ 
* 
1 
e 


| infected object. Fe 1 4 


proves fully all aſſertions ar 
ing infection. It ſeems, that when the diſeaſe 
ſhowed itſelf 1 in ſpring, it ſeized. one here and 
* there, i in Hande ſituati . 
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1 Ats — 4 quay win ot 16 is 986 3 
improbable; but I aver that the fomes or infect- 


ing principle of no diſeaſe whatever can be 


ſuſpended in any ſtate of inaction in the air „ | 


and afterwards give riſe to diſeaſe, . Unleſs, | 
therefore, it can be proved that the perſons ho 
died in April had acceſs to infection which had 
been cloſely. confined from the air, they could 1 
never have taken the diſeaſe from the virus gene- 


. Now it appears, : 


rated i in February or: Dece aber 


from the, ſtatement, that the, tb ſeized 1 in 
b February lived in a different pa : 


from thoſe. who died i in 7 5 and no ſug⸗ | 
geſtion that they had an inter 


But the laſt, Son. pF the. as me , it 0 li 
ſuſpicions reſpect 


15 * without . 


x 7 
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1 me” 15 W is dh pot, ao cabs; in e plague, p 

and in the yellow fever, in the u 

throat, the dyſentery contagious 
epidemic diſeaſes. y be. whole myſtery i is, that 

any diſeaſe will firſt ſeize the conſtitutions leaſt 
capable of reliſting that ſtate of air from which 

5 * the Wie proceeds. One e will ſuſtain a 


and other 


Ee | | vitigted 


1 0 
F i 


Or Ho 1 


110 DISEASES. an 


ids air for one day. only, mother for tw 
days, and a third for a week, before. bia col 
ſtitution yields to the deſtructive pr inciple. It 
is preciſely with the acceſs of the plague in a 
city as with a e ny of men going from a4 
healthy ſituation into a marſhy place, one man 
will be ſeized very ſpeedily with the ague and 
fever, another will ſuſtain: his health for a week 
or two, and ſome perhaps eſcape unaffected. 
This example explains the phenomena which 
attend the. invaſion of peſtilence, as related 
by Evagrius, Diemerbroeck, and others, and 
which will be more e e in a Nw" 
_ ſequent. ſection... ++ | 

The account; therefore of 1 . oi of. the 
plague in London in 1665 does not prove the 
diſeaſe to have proceeded from imported fomes, 
but ee aa rk the Nan at wh 
the fact. [FT OS 
But we 10 80 Tandy 1 1 he. 3 
pular accounts afford us, that the diſeaſe was 
generated in the city of London. Sydenham 
has left facts on peveds which pints * m__— 
beyond controverſy. . +, - + 

After deſcribing the e tee of i in- 


creaſed malignity, which prevailed in London 


from 1661 to 16635, and which ſwelled greatly 
the bills of mortality in that city, he informs 
us, that in May 1665, he was called to affiſt 
4 woman .of a fanguine 2 who was ſeized 
„5 % . with 
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7 with a violent fever and frequent Sandee 7 
He was furprized at the ſingularity of the 
. _ ſymptoms, and puzzled to know how to treat 
| the diſeaſe. The woman died the 14th day. 
He obſerved her face, durin 9 the fever, to be 
red, and that, a little before her death, a few 
drops of blood iſſued from her noſe. . Theſe 
and other circumſtances ſuggeſted to him the 
uſe of bleeding, and his next patient recovered: 

This ſpecies of malignant fever ſoon ſpread, 
pant towards the cloſe of May and beginning of 
June became epidemie. Soon after appeared 8 
the true plague, with its characteriſtic ſymp- 
toms. After ſtating thoſe facts, Sydenham 
ſays, Whether the fever under conſidera- 
tion deſerves to be entitled a plague, I dare 
not poſitively affirm, but this I know by ex- 

perience, that all who were then ſeized with 

the true plague, attended with all its peculiar 
concomitants, and for ſome time afterwards, 85 
in my neighbourhood, had the ſame train of 
ſymptoms, both in the „ and through „ 
ay courſe of the diſeaſe.” 85 


ſous with the true plague, and . 8h ee we 

faw 1 ſeveral FP of a ſimilar fever, 0H 
e, OW: ed., 2. bee. 2 
Had. not the We n 1 landed; to 1 7 

by their theory of ſpecific contagion, it would, 


He then obſerves that he aus nba per- i 
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not have been poll 0. long to overlook, = . Fg 


Sydentgdj doc mar my eee Beg of hs; 16th. 
and 17th centuries, obſerved and recorded. __ 
The malignant diſeaſes which prevailed Ho 
1661 to 1664 marked a peſtilential ſtate of air 
in London. We now know what Sydenham 
could not know, that this unhealthy ſtate of 


air extended not only over Europe, but over : 
| Perſia and America. But the malignant fever 


which appeared in May, as. deſeribed by Sy- 
denham, was the firſt age of the. plague, or 
mild form of the diſeaſe, which always pre- 
cedes that ſtate of it which is characterized b 
buboes. This form of the diſeaſe appears be- 


fore the ſeaſon or ſtate of the atmoſphere is ad- 


vanced ſufficiently. to give the deſtructive 800 if 
ciple its full force. 0 
The ſame ſpecies of co W the ter- 7 
rible plague in Venice and in Naples, as before 

8 related; and this is always the cauſe of uncer- 
tainty and controverſy reſpecting the nature 
of the diſeaſe at its commencement. And it is 
remarkable that this milder form of the plague _ 
often rages for many months before the "_ ; 
arrives to its criſis. Thus in London the peſti- 
lential principle produced a few caſes of 3 
plague in the winter of 1664-5. The caſes 
muſt have occurred in conſtitutions more irrit- 
e or- ſuſceptible. of the cauſe than bodies in 0 


4 F555 Y 5 . 


: i 


FS = Eau * 
4 , % * 4 - ©: Ry” - _ 
es K * 
—— ee — — e LL? — ———— E—äjä— .᷑·ꝑͤ c ⸗„ͤöb!ñ84„4%ͤ «c PIPE n 
+ n - 
* * 
# y 


— 


322 ; OY BRTEP wisvory | 


gener; or the perſons muſt have beer 
to the action of ec local cauſes, or to 
extreme debility. The ſevere froſt doubtieſs | 
ſuſpended the operation of the peſtilential 
principle; but on the opening of ſpring the 
operation began, and proceeded from the ma- 
lignant . of ae to Samar the moſt | 
Wack; effects. . 

I have one obfervition farther to 5 on 
this ſubje&. It has been alleged and gene- 
rally admitted, that the plague was introduced 
into Amſterdam in 1663, by a veſſel from the 
Mediterranean. Tt is probable that if this 
_ queſtion could be fully canvaſfed, the popular 


belief would appear to have had no better foun- 


dation than many opinions in America in regard 
to the importation of the Vellow Fever, which 
are proved to reſt merely on conjectures, ſup- 
poſitions, and vague reports. But in ns” to 
the origin of the peſtilence in Holland, in 
this inſtance, it is wholly immaterial Mandi 
popular opinion was well founded or not; for 
we have the expreſs authority of Diemerbroeck, 
that, anterior to the- arrival of the ſhip with the 


| ſuppoſed infection, the plague broke out in 
Heuſden, a town on the branch of the Meuſe, 


Heſides, the ſpotted fever whieh+ precedes 
the plague and turns into it, had been pre- 


vailing in all parts of Holland in the preceding 
„ = I. : OY year. 


. 


Holland before the infection arrived, and tue 
tales of importation vaniffled im ſinobke. 
According to the bills of mortality Lon on 

loft upwards” of 68,000 inHabitatits' by the 

plague in 16 635, and more tha 28,000 by 
other diſeaſes.” As tlie 28,000 deaths by com- 
mon diſeaſes mut have occurred moſtly itt the 
ſix firſt months of the year, before the plague 
raged, this eircumſtanee fhows what a great” 
increaſe of mortality preceded the plague. With 
ſuch evidence before their eyes, ho can 
diſeerning mem look abroad WE _ fotttces' oy 

the matady a act 90} 

It ſhould alſo be demiked 2 50 this' cle” - 
mity among the human race was preceded We 
a great mortality among cattle' in 1664. 

It muſt not paſs unobſerved,” that the fun- 
mer of 1665 in England was very temperate,” 
the weather fine, and the fruits good. © Al 
_ the- writers of that day agree, that no cauſe of 

peſtileuce could be obſerved i in "or 18 * 
lities of the ſeaſon; mY 

This was the laſt plague that bes 4 ese in 
London, or in Great Britain. The difappear- 
auce of the plague in that and other countries” 
is a moſt conſoling fact, and one that has not 
a little engaged the minds of phifofophie men : 
to diſcover the cauſe. The cauſes uftiaffy⸗ al 
N deſtruction of the city by fire in 

al : | Te 1666, 


+ 
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1666, the more airy, convenient conſtruction of 


the modern city, the introduction of .. freſh _ 


| water, with more eee 8nd; pron 
habits of living. 


Theſe reaſons 1 5 more ee in 


; my mind if the. other large cities in eee 


in France, Spain, Holland, and Germany, 
which have neither been burnt nor improved in 


| their general ſtructure, had not alſo; eſcaped the 
_ ravages of peſtilence. But as the plague has 
not viſited Paris and Amſterdam, which, retain. 
their ancient conſtruction, no more than Lon- 
don, which has been improved, we muſt reſort, 
to other circumſtances for the cauſes of this 

exemption. The conſideration of this ſubject 
will fall under another part of this work. 


- In 1666 appeared. a comet, the ſummer Was 5 


very hot, and a tremendous hurricane tore up 
a a thouſand trees in Nottingham Foreſt, and 
9 of fifty houſes in one village ſeven only were 
| left ſanding. In this tempeſt fell hail-ſtones 
as large as hens eggs. An earthquake occurred 
in Oxfordſhire. Perſia did not eſcape the ef- 
fects of this peſtilential conſtitution. In 1667 
prevailed famine and epidemic diſeaſes; an 
earthquake demoliſhed great part of Tefflis, 
the capital of Georgia, and four villages, with 
the loſs of 30,000 liyes, and another e with 
n ley. of 20, 000 lives. ä 3 f 
FR Chardin-s Trayels, 86, . 4 
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3B 1666 dylan ery prevailed over Eoghan 
41 many parts of Europe and in St. Do- 
mingo. This diſeaſe ſeems to be the ſucceſſor of 
the plague and other epidemics. During the 
inflammatory ſtage of an epidemic conſtitution, 
evineed by meailes, influenza, and mild ſmall 
pox, we rarely hear of deſtructive dyſentery. 
But after thoſe diſeaſes have run their courſe, 
dyſentery appears in many parts of 4 country, : 
and ſometimes becomes almoſt univerfal. ; » hh 
would be a curious queſtion, by what” wt 
the inflammatory diatheſis, fo to ſpeak, 'of the 
epidemic period, acts upon the nerves, "muſcles, 
and inteſtines, to give to the fubſcquent au- 
tumnal fevers this particular direction. e 
During the foregoing ſeries of epidemics 1 in 
Tandgigd America did not eſcape. "Slight ſhocks 
of earthquakes were felt in 1660 and in 1665. 
Great ſickneſs prevailed at this period alſo, but 
I am not informed of the- ſpecies of diforder, 
except! the ſmall pox in Boſton in 1666. 

In 1668 appeared a comet with a pe = 
coma.” This was attended by an exceſſively hot 
ſummer, and malignant difeaſes in America. 
In New York the epidemic was fo fatal, that a 
faſt was appointed in September on that ac- a 
count. This was undoubtedly the autumnal 


bilious fever in its infectious form. In this 


ſame year was an earthquake in America, and : 
ras in the weſt, in form of a Tpear, Pein 
1 | ; 


3 
- 
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ing wan the (ring 4 Aun, eb erde, = 
| bw Zu diſappeared. r Pte 


0 W. "_ 1. n. ee. ai ann | 


"This year was, marked alſo by! onda ently 
quakes in Europe and Afig. The winter of 
1668-9 was very ſevere, and ice was ſeen in 
the Boſphorus ; that of 1670: ne the Da- 
| nube with a bridge ie 
In winter appeared in Hungary oY wock 
fins! of reſplendent brightaeſs, the infallible 
: for erynner of great nigeria om as ” 
or of violent tempeſts. | 
On the l ith of March 1669 ton 8 5 
of Etna, which had commenced in 1664, r 
doubled its fury, and by immenſe diſcharges of 
lava laid waſte the country below. Its violence 
: ſubſided. 1 m J uly, | but tremendous hurricanes 
marked the year. W n er al this year alſo 
vas exceſlively hot. 
In this year the . in u Weſtphalia. ied 5 
with an eruption on the head, accompanied 
with drowſineſs. In England prevailed a dan- 
gerous een with an te nen and 1 
month. | 51 
In 8 ae. meafl 88 
Find, IS 125 50 young. ji 
C | Bonetus, Med. . Sep 23. 
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15 the two calling years . meaſles. was: api Þ 


demie in L ww? ahem: wit the? Gaal | 
5 he 5 5 N N ; : TX. N nai. 2 


| 167% Hinter Wa ee catarrhs were 
5 Mgr with bee aeg Ge 11 c 5 
peared in the precedi : 
In 1675 à vet 7 ane Ui in- 
fluenza prevailed in Europe, with the uſual 
ſymptoms. In Italy was ſeen à meteor,” or fire 
ball, from N. E. and the OOO winter in 
America Was colder than uſual.” RE 
' The! ſummer of 1676 in England was 
Meaſles . bur we, po. "Pn ited in 
n E 8 % m 2015 N pl 
” Munde u ben u ebnet in rl. a0 
May, an earthquake was experienced in Eng- 
land; and in Charleſtown „ Maſfachuſetts, raged 
” * n W 0 . * morality of a plague. 
. Mag. b. 4 199. 


The ſimmer 1 8 1678 was very hot and 73 | 
There was a comet, and an earthquake in 
Lima. Fevers and atfections of the throat were 
epidemic in the north of Europe. The plague | 
_ raged with moſt deſolating fury in Algiers and 
Morocco. : Authors relate that four "ions . 
people perihed, and that the waſte. of yu 


tion has not ſince, been repaired. „ 
5 5 Cheniers Morocco, vel. 2. IF 108 5 5 
| 14 „ 


2(6-wwter: ATSTOur 


On the 12th of January occurred in England 
a moſt extraordinary darkneſs at non. 
Notwithſtanding the barrenneſs of my ma- : 
uti” this peſtilential period may be very 
clearly diſtinguiſhed! by the meaſles from 1669 
to 1672, with the ſmall pox, the-.catarrh of 
1675, the ſubſequent malignant fevers and af. 
Sen 5 the pts 8 finally, the peſti 7 
The Gs e ee 8 to 
| e Our annals relate that the ſeaſons 
were unfavourable, and the fruits blaſted, n 
malignant diſeaſes prevailed among the people. 
he ſickneſs and bad ſeaſons were attributed, by 
our pious anceſtors, to the irreligion of the 
times, and to their diſuſe of tulip arcs On this 
occaſion a ſynod was convened to inveſtigate 
the cauſes of God's judgments, and to propoſe 
a plan of reformation. The ſmall pox pre- 
vailed at Boſton in 1678, and a ſingular epide- 
mie in ce, France, and Holland, 


3 


77 See Neal, HiR. N. 4 0 vol. 2. 32. Mag. B. . 
| 85. Hutch. vol. 1. b pep ph yol. 8 
| Short, vol. 5 761 5 


The comet of 1676 was 4 ER a very ” 
ood winter, after a rai ny autumn, with an epi- 
demic cough. A comet 18 mentioned in 1679, 
and. * Plague Was in Vienna. e 


The 
. 
* 
4 
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— in Juſtiniow! reign.” 182 Preſde: n raged 
the plague. The ſummer was hot and fickly. 
A large meteor was ſeen in Germany, deſcend- 
ing to the. north, and nne e it Aa 
Jong! luminous ſtream.” 5 . 
The ſummer of 1681 was eee es «rs S 
: This: was the forerunner 5 violent eurthquakes, 
which, in 1682, ſhook all Germany; Italy, and 
Switzerland. In ſome places the ſhocks were 
preceded for four nights by lights or flame, 
like ignes fatui, on the mountains. The con- 
vulſions were attended with a diſagreeable ſul- 
phurous ſmell. | In this dos alſo was viſible: a 
comet, and an eruption, © k place both of Han 
and Veſuvius. L 
In this year, 1682, a ee diſeaſe Com 
among the cattle in Italy, Switzerland, and 
Germany, that was called the angina maligna, 


and of which cattle died in 24 hours Au-. 


thors relate that a blue miſt appeared on the 
herbage of paſtures. The diſeaſe moved about 


two German miles in 24 hours, and ſpread over 


Germany and Poland. Cattle at rack and 


manger were eee, SNP with thats on 
grazed. 

M Halle in 8 ee he: W 1 
and at Dublin a petechial fever, in which the 
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brain was: derbe ane nada uren Fin 6 
79 nicious. VVV . 
| productive, ates. of DE winds, , In Sicily: 
d a; tempeſt, preceded: by e kneis, alm : 
5 laid waſte the Hand... 08 ent 4 
In 1683 was an earthanake! in England, i 
aber, preceded. by meteors or lights! and 
15 fetid exhalations. A comet pare. in this 
A pour: and another in the following 
Izhe winter of 1683-4 was the coldeſt that 
a Kats be recollected by the aldeſt mau living, 
| Trees of large ſize ſplit by the froſt. The lama 
winter was exceſſively ſevere in America; und 
from à paſſage in a letter of the Rev. John 
. the is b-homn bran: eee 
BOT | ee bes 
%%% ͤK³⁰²²·²⁰» S495 a4 aer, ML. 
| «The year 168 83 1 was alſo remarkable for great 
we in Connecticut, and in ſome places 
unuſual; A dene ae Tee me 
(elective pn, ſis aid 
NV 5 55 9 11 renn mY b 
TO #58 e ee * 
ſeaſons. mete | | accompanied 
eaſes. In Leyden. in 16883 
pr aer, MR was called the hungry. fever, 
which came on with a chill, ſueceeded by 
ravenous hunger, Ta gratify this appetite was 
fatal. When the hot fit came on the hunger 
17 | _ Jublided, 
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duden 1664 ore ITTHIILE © | 
o 2 
; $4) : ; 3s 


ö weed the bers Roll in 1684 a malignant 
5 4 raged over Europe. This and the two 
ſucceeding ſummers were hot and dry. In 1685 
Languedoc in France was over-run by graſs- 
wren and petechial fever was prevalent. OT 
e September 1686 was ſeen a comet. At 
Liſle! i Fee Ken u films" br hall, the ſtones 
of which were of a pound weight. There was 
an eruption of Etna in this year alſo, and 
meteor was ſeen at Leipſick on the 9th of J uly, 
which was ſtationary for 7 minutes, at the height 
of 30 miles. © is curious to remark the co- 
incidence in n time” between the phenomena of 
e 1 empeſts, ſnow, and hail.” 
The: causes of 1687 in Europe was very 
rainy. In October the city of Lima in PFetu 
was demolithed by an earthquake. | 
The winter of 1688 was cold, and in "the 
be following epidemic” catarrh ſpread over 
Europe. This was preceded by a diſeaſe of 
the ſame ſpecies among horſes, attended with a 
defluction of rheum from their noſes. ——2 
of inſeéts in ſom countries announced a | 
lential period. In the interior of Ga | 
were Ow" hls eries TORE Bagg no was ex. 


In 
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both Etna and 


Veſuvius diſcharged fire. Ine autumn was 


very rainy, and the ſpotted fever prevailed in 
ſome parts of gt In ren the an 
BYE Was epidemic. 8 Ni 
In 1690 the ſummer was rainy, , frogs were in 
that numbers in Italy, and corn was cut 
ſhort by mildew, Rainy ſeaſons, generally ſuc- 
ceeded great eruptions. of volcanoes and earth- _ 
quakes. The year 1691 commenced J with ſevere 
rot, followed by a hot dry ff ummer. The 
ſpatted fever prevailed in Italy, in which bleed- 
ing was fatal. There was Lal: hp pon 
among, cattle and theep. EH 
The ſeaſons in this year were edt „ 
| fwrourble. in America, although I am not able 
to deſcribe them. It appears from the Journals 
of the Aſſembly of New Vork, that upon an 
| Addreſs of the Houſe to the Governor and 
Council, a monthly faſt was appointed to be 
obſerved from September 1691 to June 1692; + 
the ſpecial reaſons. aſſigned for which were, 
a burthenſome war and. a blaſt upon the corn.“ 
This is a remarkable fact, and not unfrequent, 
that at one and the ſame time, the powers of 
vegetation fail in the moſt diſtant parts of the 
earth. Perhaps we ſhall be able to account for 
this inſtance of a deranged. ſtate of the elements 
by the univerſal exploſions of fire in the two 
| folloving Foun: * Domingo experienced by - 
EE | ſevere 5 


3 


5 of Etna, and great ſnow followed. 


fete earthquake in 169 1. in de > year of this | 
beſt on the corn. . eee 


nee of st: Domingo o Moreau 8. en, 0 
oO 1. u s x Fog bt | 1 £7 * Jak 


Ons 5540 Is 16 99, Waben „ 
| hot, calm weather, a moſt dreadful earthquake 


ſuddenly ſunk the town of Port Royal in 
Jamaica, and demoliſhed moſt of the buildings 
on the 8 . the loſs of 2000 lives. 1 
After the earthquake the heat was ſtill more 
intenſe, muſquetoes were innumerable, and a 


malignant fever fell upon the inhabitants in w_ 


parts of the iſland, with which 3000 periſhed. 
In the ſame year a ſimilar diſeaſe, _ I 
Barbadoes, and afflicted the iſland for —_ 5 
years. Indeed the whole world was ſickl 
On the 8th of September, England, Holland, El 
France, and Germany, were convulſed by an 


earthquake, and Switzerland felt a ſhock in 


October. In the ſame year was an 1 
The ſpotted fever continued its enges and i ww 
was remarked to be much: more malignant and” 
fatal in the wane of the moon. During an 
eclipſe in 1693 the ſick almoſt all died. The 
diſeaſe was more fatal in town than country. 5 


I have no account of the diſeaſes in Egypt or 


the Levant durin g this period; but it will be : 
found, on ee, chat 8 peſtilence: 4 


13 PT 1. 8 BE e 5 | raged | 
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raged rbeſc n eee about this rime, 0 or ö 
8 } IP and 1693. PT. | | 
On the 10th of. January 16 


93 eee a 
moſt terrible earthquake in Sieily and Naples. 
On the preceding evening was obſerved a great 
flame or light apparently at the diſtance of an 
Italian mile, and fo bright as to be miſtaken for a 
fire. The ſpectators attempted to approach it, 

1 uk it appeared ſtill at the fame diftance. As 
ſoon as the earth SR to eee nes flame dir. ff 
appeared. | | 

It is not within ay ai to enum rater ets 
miſeries ' occaſioned by this concuffion of the 
earth. Suflice it to ſay, that many towns were 
laid in rnins, and 60, 000 people perised. 
During the convulſion a fountain diſcharged its 
waters as retl as blood: This ealamity was pre- 
ceded by a ſerene {ky, and followed by dark- 
neſs or vapour of a reddifh or yellow hue. 
The effects of this earthquake were remarkable 
on the human body. Among theſe were malig- 
nant fevers, ſmall pox; (fatal among children,) 
madneſs, dulneſs, ſottiſlineſs, anc melancholy, 
Vith deliria and lethargy. Are not theſe effects 
produced by an excels of ſtimulus, occaſioned 

by the ſuperabundance of electricity? 0 

The ſummer following this convulſior of the 
earth was intemporately wet and cool, and eorn 
was miklewed. Another account fays, the ſum- 
ee wee hot 12 8 88 The ſpotted 
Hama oe r 
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morta „ > Wounds. ene into ulcers, and 
bliſters were followed 19 60 munen TORE 
proved fatal to many. 5 VV 
In this year alſo Ring: in Sicily a and Hecklwim | 
Iceland, diſcharged fire and lava; a new volcano: * 
was opened in Aſia, and an iſland called Sorea, 
near the Moluceas, was ruined by its volcano. = 
MNoſt dreadful ſtorms marked the ſame year; 
one in America, on the- e of aun was me· 
morable for its violence. 8 
An ep idemic catarrh- 1 in W in 
October, Ho; 1 by! a ne ee, 
among Lene 
The ag winter was i eh mil | 
in America; for on the 18th of February Go- 52 
vernor Fletcher with a fort _ e ſailed 
3 an 5 i N 
1 . Smith: Hiſt, New Yo K. 8 
5 1090 ths. HO RR ſoldiers nd Sit 
Wasen Wheeler, who was ſent to conquer 
Martinico, were ſeized with the plague of Ame 
rica, and three fourths of them periſhed. 
Hutchinſon, vol. ii, 72, relates that this fleet 
came to Boſton and introduced the diſeaſe into 
that: town, where it occaſioned a ek 
iortality. Douglas relates the ſame fact. 
N account es to be ee ee 8 by: ä 
Mathew, in his Magnalia, B. i. 22. In a fer- 
0234 75 | | LE | . mon © 


4 


on lei re day, April the 7th 1696 
i: ĩs aſſerted in ſo many words, that ** an Eng- 
lh ſquadron hath not brought among us the 
27 tremendous peſtilence under which a neighbour- 
ing plantation hath undergone prodigious deſola- 
tions. Boſton, 'tis a marvelous thing: a Wages 
| has nor laid thee deſolate 
By comparing the date of this Ca ith, | 
other events related in it, I find there is no miſ- 
take in the date; and as the author lived in 
Boſton, and was contemporary with theſe events, 
and perſonally acquainted - with Sir Francis 
Wheeler, I conclude it was not Boſton, but 
ſome other ſea- port town, which ſuffered by the 8 
arrival of a fleet. . 
In the ſecond Book of Magnatia, p. 71, the = 
ſame. author mentions this expedition, and the 
| ware mortality. He ſays the diſtemper was 
the moſt like the plague of any thing that 
had ever been ſeen in America, whereof there 
died before the fleet could reach to Boſton, as I was | 
told by Sir Francis himſelf, 1300 ſailors out of 
2100, and 1800 ſoldiers out of 2400 
In Book 7, 116, the ſame author ſays, 1 
was an Englith fleet of our good friends, with a 
direful plague aboard intending hither. Had 
they come, as they intended, what an horrible 
daeſolation had cut us off; let the deſolate places 
that Tome of you have ſeen in the colonies of the 
_- ſouth, declare unto us. A. Farr they did not 
TVT | wanne 1 
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1 This . 


| aer! is in a eee OG on the e of. ep- 
tember 1698. 41 | * HET Ai n 1 4 2 77 55 


From this authentic 3 witten 1984 a cons. 


ME clergyman, | we infer that ohio. a 
muſt have made a miſtake. Sir Francis Wheelers 
fleet arrived at Boſton moſt dreadfully infected, 


but no diſeaſe was propagated in Boſton. Some 
other fleet it ſeems had introduced the diſeaſe. 
into a colony of the ſouth,“ perhaps New 


port or New Vork, but I have no information | 


1 ſubject :!: WE EEE 


25 


The great diſcharges 5 fre _ erbeten 
of 1693, were followed, as uſual, by an inte 


was hot and exceſſively dry in Italy, till Oftolier, 


when, the earth was deluged with rain. „ 


[1 


ately . 4 
cold winter. The fucceeding ſummer of 1694 


8 


In May was a violent earthquake and voleano 


in Banda, an iſland in the Indian Seas. Fire 
iſſued from the neighbouring ſeas, the air was 
impregnated with the imell of wide, 9 and 
ſickneſs prevailed. 15 5 
An eruption of e . the ame 
year, and violent earthquakes in Sicily and Cala- 
bria. In this year, the agitations of fire ſeem to 
have ſubſided; and, as uſual, a ſeries, of. rain 
caol ſummers ſueceeded, in which, corn periſhe 
or was blaſted; cxops. failed, and Wee de 
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ee 


a! Hude of the: WES 21g was the fre- 
TD quency of apoplexies in Italy. So common were 


they in 1695, as to be called epidemic, and oc- 


.  cafion general conſternation. This is not an 


unfrequent conſequence of the high excitement 


that takes place in peſtilential times, ending in 


extreme debili 


in the brain. Something of 


this kind has been « GRIN; in n within - 
the laſt few years. 


I have very few fats 1 in SOUR to | the ſeaſons 


, Toy diſeaſes in America 1 this period, from 


1689 to 1695. It appears, however, that the 


diſorders of the elements 1 were e in 


America. 


In 1695 provailed a . cle { among 


| 42 Indians in the enn t ad 2008: coN- 
| tinent. : 


"OX: 5 15 Hutch. vol. n. 87. : 
TY \ octuions fever prevailed. in Bermuda the | 


: bite year. 


In Europe many malignant Werse veenialed + 
but no epidemics except meaſles and chin cough 
of a bad type. In Ireland appeared offenſive 
Logs, a thick clammy dew on the herbage, of a 


yellow colour, and conſiſtence of butter. A 
2 ſubſtance was obſerved at Middletown, 


eficut, on the morning after ww” earth- 


p 
. ; 

* 1 * 

v ö 2 


ES EE ⁵ SN 


to Hutchinfon, was 
_ paſſed from Boſton to Nantaſket. Food. was 


in Noven 
violence was in January, when whole families 


1 


or xÞrmyÞEure biss ES. 339 


Britain reſembled winter, and, winter was like . 


ſummer. Cor rente _ 
among ane 


in Ages the winter 6 0h . 
was very ſevere. | Loaded ſleds 


ſcarce, and loſſes at ſea very great. I am not 
without ſuſpicions, however, that the author has 
here deſcribed the following winter, which vas 
as ſevere as he has repreſented it. 

In 1697 t > weather in Europe was 3 
cool. An re at Lima in Peru ſhook 
the country with terrible violence. 

In a diary kept by Daniel Fairfield, of Brain- 
tree, in Maſſachuſetts, an unlettered man of good 
underſtanding, 'I have a particular deſcription 


of an influenza that prevailed in America in the 


ſevere winter of 1697/8“. This catarrh began 
mber and prevailed till February. Its 


were ſick at once, and whole towns were ſeized 


nearly at the ſame time. It appears to have 


been” an Ay pores yogi A e kind, and the | 


dy” For this, TO $9 articles of PN gy: 1 
indebted to the late Dr. Jeremy Belknap, whoſe value as a 


man, and as an hiſtorian, many years friendſhip and correſ- 
pondence had taught me to appreciate, and whoſe «ona 


De fo ene eee . 
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epidemics) which followed i it in America were of 


eee Ie: mn 
In the ſame winter 4 8 diſeaſe raged. in 


we town of Fairfield, in Connecticut, which was 8 
ſo general that well perſons could ſcarcely be 


found to tend the ſick and bury the dead. 
Seventy perſons were buried in three months, 
although it may be doubted whether: 1 05 town 


then contained 1000 inhabitants. W 


e 9 5 *M. 8. reer pr. Trumbull. 1 


* 
4:34 * 2 8 * % 
„„ 


In the 8 Water 1 a deadly fever i i 
| the town of 4 81 an New Hampſhire. / {1 


MI. S. of the Rev. een | 


«nt » hanisl bing vd 1090 wield s nl 


inflammatory: fever, PREG | "the: brain and 


ending in typhus, which has often proved a ter- 


7 This diſeaſe was doubtleſs! hat ſpedies of 


Auring the rage of peſtilence ih the eaſt, and of 


other epidemics in this country. We ſhall hear 


of it in the eee century, and Wegs * In 
| 1761. )%%%ͤ;᷑ 2 aff Tz" 
On e 20th off June 1698 the town of 10550 


cunga in the province of Quito, nearly under 
the equator, was laid in ruins by an earthquake, 


ds \ were Riobamba, Hambato, and other towns in . 


* 


DS 


the ſame diſtrict. In one place a chaſm of five 


* tion, 


Pa 


feet broad and a league in length was opened, 
+ and 4 L.A mountain happened a vo leanic erup- | 
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tion, rom which Hued nes, cinders, and 
dame 1147 „ me on 
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The. e POO Par cities 
whatever might have de its preciſe ſymptoms, 
was ſoon followed by more general ſickneſs. In 
1699 raged in. Clizrletown, South:Carolina, 'and 
in Philadelphia, the moſt deadly bilious plague 
that probably ever affected — 8 of ook 
country. 7 
Mr. Norris of Philadelphiabaeſringly eee 
me with a ſight of a number of M. S. letters | 
his grandfather; Iſaae Norris, written during 
the ſickneſs to his correſpondents. This worthy; 
gentleman was then in trade, and yell acquainted 
with the facts reſpecting the diſeaſe, as his;own | 
family ſuffered a loſs of ſeveral of its members. 
In a letter dated Auguſt 15, 1699, he men- 
tions that àa malignant fever broke out about the 
beginning of Auguſt, which he deſeribes as the 
Barbadoes diſtemper, though: he gives no 
intimation of its being communicated from 
countries abroad dy infection. | he - 05 50. 
| patients vomi d a1 i 100d. 

On the 24th of Auguſt arr ived the Fee 
from Liverpool, which had been thirteen weeks 
on her paſſage; ; the; had two hundred paſſengers 

on fifty 1 death and Yes 
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been accumulated, together with the fact of the 


_ admit the diſeaſe to have been iru- 
lent, beyond any thing A 178 ee its 
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Se . Ie ether cet dhe nn 
3 to abate at one time, but afterwarda 


_ revived. He mentions the ſummer to be the 
hotteſt he ever knew; men died at harveſt in 


the field. All bufineſs in the city was ſuſpended. 
During the yearly meeting the diſeaſe abated, 
but the meeting was thinly attended. "ws 25 
wards the diſeaſe returned in all its violence. 
October 9th he writes that he nd dere the 
cool weather would have relieved the city, ma 


it did not. 


October 22 the diſeaſe had abated Or this 


| _ epidemic died two hundred and twenty, of whom 
eighty or yard ns 208 to The ee _ 


Friends. . 
The OA PAY of Philadelphia at this t. 


. is not exactly aſcertained ; but as the city had 


ttled but ſeventeen years the number of 

people oduld not have been great. If we con- 
ſider that the city was thinly inhabited, and that 
no confiderable artificial cauſes of diſeaſe had 


patients vomiting and voiding blood, we muſt 
EXtren ely virus 


returns in ſubſequent periods. 
In the fame letters Mr. Norris, ae 


how! 8 


mentions that he had information from Charleſ- 


89 .” F , 5 . E 
zat mortality by the ſame fever; 
, J x 5 
o 2 1 
# 4 


or EI EMI DISEASES. 5] 


| 150 had died i in a few. days, and the; furrivors 5 8 
moſtly fled into the country. 5 


In Xa hiſtory of South 5 Docks — . 


liſhed, there is a more particular account of the 
calamities that befel Charleſtown in this year, 

1699. A moſt dreadful tempeſt, a common event 
after exceſſive heat, threatened a total deſtruc- 
tion of the town. The ſea ſwelled and ruſhed 
violently. into the town, compelling the people 
to fly to the tops of their houſes for ſafety. A 
fire broke out, and laid moſt of the town in aſhes. 

The ſmall pox proved fatal to many of the 
youth, and to fill the eup of calamity, the bilious 
plague, broke out with ſuch irreſiſtible mortality, 
that the principal officers of government, one 
half the members of aſſembly, and multitudes of 
the citizens fell victims. Theſe calamities came 


near to diſſolve the ſettlement, - „ * 
Ng E His. 8. cue. vol. L 142» 


37 3 


ot find no \f tio, that any veſſels had arrived | 
rom the Weſt Indies at theſe places, or that any 
ſaſpicion exiſted of the importation of this terri- 
ble diſeaſe. At that time there was very little 
interoourſe directly between Tae or 
Charte and the Weſt Indies, 
But it will be remarked that the diſeaſe firſt 
appeared about the. beginning of Auguſt,” as 
1 moder. N that it ae Mat as it did 
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'New'York both in 1705 and 6, bp as't0 be 


= 5 en recap in the latter year, and that for two 
or three weeks; that in 1699, or in later returns ; 


of it, it yielded not to cool weather until late in 


October. It will be further remarked that a 
ſevere epidemic catarrh preceded this plague | 
NET eighteen months, as it did in 1789.90 


During this period other parts of the eartli did 
not eſcape affliction. A comet appeared in 1698, 


and another ſmall one in 1699; and in this latter 
year Lima ſuffered conſiderable damage by an 


earthquake, 2 as 5 did ſome 3 wot Batavia in th 


In Octobei 


- 1698 FRY a fatal 


to prevail over all England. In tlie ſpring of 


128 © # 


1699 a ſevere and fatal eatarrh was epider 
which carried off the young and robuſt, together 


with hard drinkers. A cough was epidemie 


among horſes in England and France. In this 


15 eriod the catarrh in America e ps . | 


urope „„ 7 Oops! on . 
The ſeven laſt REP this cel 


- Under conſideration, Were 1 for > 
fevere and continued famine'in Scotland. The 
general cauſe was the wet and cold fſummers 

18 which prevented crops from arriving to maturity. 


3 


Vaſt multitudes perithed with hun ger —the dead 
ara ud 3 tne highways. 


Rs great Anker of paſſages, and eſpecially» vol. vi. 
e 19% 18g. a = 


„The 


\ » 


or vyrwENrC nn 


10 . does not appear that, 1 durin 


nailed e e ee , 


At the ſame time Sine aflicted 4Finla d, and 
—_ off one-tenth of the inhabitants, and a 
eee, tion in wan tefs n 1 4 i 


ini m s Ob: on North. Guben vol. L ben. 
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8 The as) bt ns was Go FP for ileal of 1 0 


crops in America. In a ſermon” preached in 
Boſton on Lecture Day, September 27th, 1698, 
we have the following account of this ſuhject. 

zarveſt hath once and again La | 
failed, in theſe years, and we have been ſtruck 


through with terrible famine. The very courſe 


of nature hath been altered among us; à lament- 
able cry for Is r mary ue DRONA in T 


our Dane! N 
. S : IF a FEE, s ; i 4 15 


b who eg nine at] this WIE it is wats 


| remarked, that epidemical ſickneſſes have, in 


een once and again upon us; and 
ton loſt, in one year, ſix 

or ſeven hundred of its people by one open i 
diſeaſe. The year is not ſpecified- ee a e 
Tt 11. aun obſerved n in 1 the kiſton . the | 
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; 3 N 1 chat 1 hare no De EO ſeries] 1 
= accounts of plague in Egypt or Conftantinople 
'q for the laſt two or three hundred years. One 
= remark, however, I will hazard, on the ſtrength 
of fats within the preſent century—that when- 
| © ever. malignant epidemics prevail generally in 
Europe or America, the plague rages in Egypt 
= and Conſtantinople, or rather a little before; the 
commencement of the peſtilential ſtate of air in 
_ thoſe unhealthy cities being a little anterior to 
inis principal effects in the north of Europe. 
At the time of the dreadful bilious mcs . 
Philadelphia and Charleſtown, juſt before de- 
_ Jeribed, the plague was raging i in-the i Levant, __ 
for a year or two after. ; 7 
During this period in 1700, hai 615 pelt 
LEE "RY conſtitution diſcharged itſelf in a moſt 
dleſtructive ſore throat in the iſland of Milo in 
the Levant. It is thus deſcribed by Tournefort. 
vol. i. let. 4. He ſays, it appeared in a ** car- 
buncle or plague ſore in the bottom of the 
throat, attended with a violent fever.” It carried 
off children in two days, but ſpared adults: - He 
calls it the-** child's plague.” There ſeems to be 
ſome propriety in giving) the diſeaſe nn a 
9 lation 2 4. 74. PLE "$92 "$a Pinto ety 
Ho It has ſome abba the t true penis t % 
1 Wer bang formed im alte eben the 
glands. The infidiouſneſs of the dif 
another circumſta emblance— pe 
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or EPIDEMIC DISEAS: 


both diſeaſes often walking about a fo - 8 


before they expire. But this is a moſt prominent 


fact, that the ulcerous ſore throat, or malignant 


anginas, are rarely or never epidemic, except in 
periode when the plague and yellow fever prevail 
in places where they uſually appear. In no 


ee has the ſore throat been ee in 
America, except when the plague has been 


raging in Egypt and Conſtantinople. At leaſt I 
can find no exception to this remark; and what 
is more, the virulence of the one diſeaſe in one 


country correſponds with the malignity of the 
other diſeaſe. in the other countries. Thus, as 


the plague in Egypt in 1736 was far 


deſtructive than the ſame at other times, ſo was 


we angina maligna of that period 1 in America. 


When obſervation and philoſophy ſhall prevail Ng 
rejudices of men in regard to the origin 
of theſe diſeaſes from infection, it will be found 
that the angina, in its various forms, is only a 
particular ſtage or modification of the peſtilence 


over the 


which ſpreads over the world at certain unequal 


appear in catarth, meaſles, and chin cough; 


which uſually appear together, or nearly ſo, at 


the beginning of the more virulent general con- 


tagion; the later and more fatal ſtages are 
marked by anginas, cynanche maligna, petechial 
fever, bilious and glandular Jae m | FORO 


and Trung pleuriſics in winter. 
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| Hes, ſmall children in the north of Europe were 
| ſeized with a ſuffocating catarrh or 'catarrhou: 
| fevers. Theſe” were een by mild epidemie 


. the His Goes ag a. fi 
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2 There are certain times when the conf lions 55 
of mien in all parts of the world contract a poiſon, 


Which nature makes an effort to expel; and tlie 
different epidemics that "accompany or follow | 


each other, in rapid ſucceſſion, appear to be tlie 


different modes by which nature ſtrives to rid the 
buman body of the virus. Thefe modes depend 
bon the feaſon of the year} the conſtitution or age 
of the patient, and a multitude of ſubordinate 
_ efreumſtances. Whether this poiſon is a/pofitive 
fabſtance inhaled by the lungs and pores, or is. 


the effect of mere debility, which unfits the 
feveral parts of the body to perform n daten 


_ is a queſtion of a curious nature! 


It is remarkable that in this year, ©1700; Stab 
this ulcerous ſore throat was raging in the Levant 


meaſtes. | N 40 £44 unn: wi 

„%%% 103. 225 mus . eurer. 9 
2 1 4 f Fix 2 
. 4 the Gabe year Five all a was o confluent | 
and pigment, The winter of 1700 Pak: ITY. 


5 In as. year fell a e aden in Ta amaica, 3 
entered the earth, making conſideral 
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n en yr” 170 to 1788. 
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irn © FAITH i OTE EAN: 2] [os 
af E. year 1701 appears to 3 Fu nal 3 | 
dry in America. Dr. Ruſh relates that, during 
the dry ſummer of 1782, a rock in the Schuyl- 
kill appeared above the ſurface! of the water, on 
which were engraven the figures 170l. How 
little do men ſuſpect the value of this wſcrip. r- 
tion! To this alone I am indebted. for the fact | 
of extreme drought in that year, and the fact is 
among the proofs of an extraordinary evapo- 
ration, before diſcharges of fire and lava frem 
volcanoes., In 1 701 was an eruption of Veſuvius; 5 
in 1702 of Etna. It will hereafter appear that 
a ſimilar dry ſeaſon in 1782 been the great 
en of Heckla in 1783. 9 0 
Indeed it is a general fact, 403 8 Lean 
- kat ſuch ſeaſons ſeldom occur, except during | 
the. approach of comets, ae een to vol- 
canic erupt ions. 5 % 
This was a peſtiential 3 "Io 1701, 
Aae loſt two-thirds of its inhabitants by the 
| _ plague, 


4 5 
8 * 


bh, 5 50 „%% 3&6 BRIEF morory | 


1 plague, and the Levant was ſeverely ee 
about the ſame tim. 


See the Bills of Mortality f. for she Dreſden, | 


Faroe 


4} 912 1702 ALTER a ume inks Uitharged - 
- Us fires—and.in Boſton raged a malignant to 


pox, attended, in many caſes, with a ſcarlet 
- eruption, which was miſtaken for the ſcarlet 


Treg fever. It appears, from Fairfield's Diary, that 
'. this diſcaſe appeared in June, and was at firſt 
mild, not fatal to any of the patients. In Auguſt 

died one patient; in September it became very 
mortal, and in this month was attended with a 


4 ſort of fever called ſcarlet fever.” In October 


N 


many died of the ©* feverand the ſmall pox, and : 


it was a time of fore diſtreſs,” on heb peri accou 0 


che general court ſat at Cambridge. + 12 


In December © the fever abated, 2 Shan the 
EZ? knall pox continued to be moi 
| of February 1703, when it began to ſubſide. 


_ _- Obſerve the alliance in their ſy 

would obſerve that the progr 
diſeaſe of 1702, and the Variations in its ſymp- 
toms, prove it to have been an epide 


colitagion. | 


tal tin the month 


1 have already remarked that eruptive diteaſes 
em to belong to one family. „ = will 

7mpton ; but 1 
Meads in this 


N demic, and 
not the ard Lad mere Ons” 7 poten | 
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In this year alto the FEE was extreme: In . 
New Vork raged. the American Plague, which 
was ſaid to have 22 imported from St. 
Thomas's. By the accounts this was more fatal - 
than any diſcaſe fins that period. It was called _ 
the Great ſickneſs, and oy: A Low ſar- 


vived. On account of it the / ana 3 7 was meld 5 
at Jamaica on Long Iſland. i , 
Smith's Hiſt, N. Vork, p. 6 Journ, lake. 

5 | bly, 2223 1 33 hi , © 


1 were "tk 333 in An ie which g 
followed the influenza of 1698—m alignant pleu- 
rifies in 1698—plague in 1699 and in 170g 
with virulent ſmall pox—all of unuſual ſeyerity. 
Let the reader compare theſe. facts with the 
accounts from Europe and the Bills of Mortality. 
The winter of 1702-3 was variable—ſevere 
froſt and great ſnows, with intervals of warm 
weather“ In ſpring catarrh prevailed in Eng- 
land, followed by a N 1 * earth · 
ee je 
In 5 Fa February 170 were gal 
ſhocks of earthquake in Rome, Naples, and 
other parts of Italy. In October a memorable 
tempeſt or hurricane, which did great damage at - 
| fea and injured buildings on land. _ 
In 1704 the ſummer was very dry, and a moſt 
| malignant 1 Ha ieves 18 5 in l _—_ 
0 in Pruſſia. 
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lies were in great abundance, and there was 
an eruption of Veſuvius. The laſt eruption of 
_ the volcano in Teneriffe was in this year, TO : 
_ 'which it has diſcharged ſmoke but no fir: 
Note,; a late arrival from Teneriffe en = 
account/of the burſting forth of a volcano in 
June laſt, which continued till the el 18 Ws ; 
, | 
In December 1703 were many _—_ I 3 
tempeſts and inundations. The tide roſe in the 
Loire i in France twenty-five feet beyond its uſaal 
height. e of Limerick in Ireland was laid 
under water. Theſe ſtorms indicated the ap- 
proach of a comet 1 e in the * | 
; Lyn Wee; 
In 1706 ee 8 coryza prevailed and 4 
| dyſentery fatal among children. 4 
A A'ſmall ſhock of an ee was fot 8 
America in 1705. Sant 
In 1707 appeared AN 9 00 ghter⸗ 
j | rancan fire was uncommonly agitated. Veſuvius : 
diſcharged fire, and a new iſland was thrown up 
in mo Archipelago, with an earthquake and vol- 
The . in this. and mo. ieee fx 
8082 were variable. 3 wes tale - +» | 
St} e $697, PE Y 6 ao . Buffon's 3 Na uu. 
I . 1708 ae, a lt "= hog 67 
ee catarrh in Poros Which Was ſpeedily 
followed by a Jeri ies of N diſeaſes. 1 
„ 5 i 


I, . 


or DET dDritaers. 4859. 


this catarrh of the ſeaſons, and tlie plagues that 
followed, we have from Europe very correct ac- 


counts; but, with the utmoſt ind 


Iſtry, I can 


not learn w the eatarſh enn to 


America“ „„ 5 9 


mencement of this period; although there was 
a plague in the eaſtern parts of Europe, moſt 


of the preceding years from 1700. A meteor 
paſſed over England near the möuth of the 


Thames, TW. 31, 1708, A few months Nn 
the catarrh. 5 | | 
The Gros 125 os 


happened after 1688-4. But it e chat che 
_ citarrh commeneed two months before the 
ſevere cold began At leaſt this epidemic ap- 
peated in the north of Europe as early as No- 


vember, whereas tlie autumn was one of the 


mildeſt till January that was ever known. Then 
the weather changed ſuddenly to the moſt ſevere 


0 cold, and e for a a nuinber of weeks. 
e vol. . Lancifius, mw 194. ſeq. 


eiſius as it appeared in Italy. In Rome it 
commenced in January, but increaſed after- 


wards as the cold abated. It began with co- 
ryza, rheumata, and ſlight cough, and was at- 
tended with pains in the breaſt, angina, pleu- 


VOL, I. e lies, 


. 


| loſi te wok ean 8 various 155 
pus in 1707 Wehe to have been the com- 


=” 15 antes is | carefully deſeribed 7 Tins 


* 
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5 8 and peripneu zonies, - which OED 
„ n ee eee 
1 1 e or uſed a full diet. 

+ + Symptoms of this catarrh we lafftude, 
Ve with chills, wandering ee in the breaſt, 
5 | tinued cough, Na d pulſe, f Hame- coloure 
„F turbid urine, ſpitting of blood, mat difficult 
xkeſpiration. The cheeks were red, and the body 
_ fuffuſed with a OY nn, like that of! as 
5 — DOT 6 5 
Perſons ſhut RO in e e oh ai 

eaſe?; -Fewer: women than men were afflicted, 
and e in eaſy h v WhO "_ 
1 poor. ' e eovrontd hes means of 1 veats, - or 

bemorrhagia at the noſe, or diſcharges from 
tze bowels, or copious diſcharges of urine, or 

\ | by all theſe evacuations, accompanied by ſpit- 

ting: a thick phlegm. Veneſection was bene- 
fiecial, eſpe jolly; in robuſt nnen . 


. 
Wes x Fe te 
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© rica, and has been alleged' 3s evidence that the influenza is | 
an infeQious diſcaſe, and that perſons ſequeſtered from con- 


= 1 - __"ragion may eſcape it. To my mind the fact is rather an 
OS. evidence chat the eſcape of priſoners is owing to a different, 
A Ferbar⸗ lefs ſtimulant condition of the air they breathe. It 
1 s hardly, pofible they ſhould eſcape expoſure to infection, 
= If when every one around them is * . ; Aron ep of 
: 4 dee difeafe, | ever; | i not denied. | e 64 BELLY, 
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. Ons diſſeRtion: the pericordia aa, of # 
reddiſh colour, extending. to the diaphragm, 
and diſcoloured by ſpots of blackiſh thick blood; 
Polypuſles were diſcovered. in the ore veſſels. 


| of the heart. 1 1 
| This diſeaſe dia. not entirely diſappear till. 
Tune. SO 


In the POUR of 1 47 08, preceding the kink 
winter and catarrh, n, appeared in "owe: 


digious ſwarms. - | 
The winter of 1708-9 Killed 3 3 


wal corn. After this exceſſive cold; multitudes 
ſeized with vertigoes, arthritics, pleuriſies, inflam- 
matory fevers of all kinds, and confumptions: 
This ſeverity of cold extended over e as 
well as Europe; the ſame winter: . 

A peſtilence raged. in the meth! of Ria 
f the year 1702 to 1711, of which we 


have an account in the mur e 5 
” ons, Ih 9976: 


Baddant' Memoir; vol. 6 b 5 


Ii has 1 "ang ns that the * 


| W in the Levant in the firſt years of the 


preſent century. In 1702, the ſame year, it 


will be noted, 3 in which the terrible ſmall pox 
0 1 in Boſton; and bilious plague in New 


Vac the JRL: broke out in Poland, neat 


3 | 7 MM 1 Fieckerau, 


ale died of apoplexies, and others were 
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125 Pickerau, 1 alter the 1 unfot 
tween the Swedes We Saxons. 
Vo ſuggeſtion appea 
caught by. infection from à diſtant country, 
nor that the fetor of dead carcaſes was 9 02 
poſed to generate tlie diſtempen. 
On theſe important points we are left in the ; 
dark. All that is recorded is, that it fir/? be-. 
gam near Pickerau, in Poland, ſoon after a 
battle. It eee in 1703-4 and 5 over Poland, 
and into parts of Hungary and Nuſſia, Wer 
ing awiy vaſt numbers of inhabitants. e 
_ Int 1706 we hear nothing of it. In 1707 it 
, both out in Warſaw with great mortality. In 
1708 it 1 1 in een and Parts of ene 
Prufſa. ; 


— 


mate battle Yer | 


that hi diente was 


This e of the” "Aiſtales warmed the 3 


people of Dantzick ; public prayers were or- 
dered in the churches, all commerce and com- 


munication with infected places were forbid, no 
merchandize from infected or ſuſpected places 
Was permitted to enter the city, and the ma- 
giſtrates neglected no meaſure that could guard 
the public afety. All travellers and ſtrangers . 
were ſtrictly examined, and none permitted to 
enter without ſufficient. proofs that they came 
from healthy and uninfected places. Theſe, 
and other ſtrict regulations, were enjoined” in 
July 26 but, toreſthtandingtheſoprotaudons, 3 


Bs the - 


| OF BPIDBNIC DISEASES. e on : | 


in "Manns 1709 2 — died out of one diferic 
: of the old town ſeven perſons, and another der 


ſon being ill was ſent to the hoſpital, where : 


the diſeaſe ſoon ſpread.” Dr. Gottwald, the 
author of this acc unt, vidited the hoſpital on 
the 16th of the ſame month, and found niany 
perſons ill ; ** ſome: had buboes, '' others car- 
buncles, others, gangrenaus ulcers,” which he 
| Were not norms to be Ee e 8 
the Plague already e a _ \ kink! uf „ 
ſomething but little eee to it, and certain. Ls 
forerunners of that deſtructive: diſtemper.” 
In the ;preceding account we wert the 
utter inſufficiency of laws and regulations to 
prevent the introduction of the plague into 
cities, and the uncertainty of phyſicians at firſt _ 
as to the nature of the diſeaſe. The facts 
ſtated prove the diſeaſe to have been | generated 
on the ſpot, and to have been progreſſive from 
malignant fevers ta the real plague. I have 
no Bills of the Martality in Dantzick for the 
preceding years, but if any ſuch are on re- 
cord, it will appear that the approach of the 
plague was indicated in that city by malignant 
diſeaſes and increaſed mortality for ſome 
months, or perhaps a year or two, preceding. 
Ihe diſeaſe ſpread ſlowly at firſt, but in July 
and TONGA became general ; it was at its : 
AA 3 


1 4 


> 


N % 
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in September, and gradually declined till the 
cloſe of wk 5 can * number * er Was 
| aan) _ org accurate hrs: of this e. 25 
FLY by Dr. Gottwald, the n . 
cumſtances are to be collected 8 
Iſt. That the diſtemper made: its VIBE 
in a part of the old town called Raumbaum; 
What its ſituation is may be ſeen in Buſching, 
a part of the city built on a ſtream . which 
falls into the Viſtula ; low of courſe—a m_— 
of buſineſs, and its ſtreets . 
24d. The diſeaſe, aſter its firſt appearance, 
lay i edi a hong time in the ſuburbs of 
: -progreſs was not ; perceivable 
for two. or Ahne e This correſponds 
with its phenomena in London and other 
places, and proves that cold or favourable 
weather ſuſpends or RO ao) on af: cal 
Pons: Principle 
3d. It was moſt fatal to the poor ee in 
eo condition moſtly eſcaped. This: SY was 
obſerved in Copenhagen in 1711. | 
-- 4th. Its ee Was een ee in 
— e 1:4 
i. 5th. Many of the inhabitants; 1 they 
took never ſo much care to avoid the diftem- 
per, kept at home, ſuffered no infected perſon 
to . thew,. and wan all N oy Ru: 


| like a thick cloud, 


of the oil yu vitriol with oil hes be ee. 


OF rribrure DIStas5s. 


th. The diſeaſe was preceded i in 1708 by 5 
extraordinary numbers of ſpiders; | The ſame 


preſage has been obſerved on other occafions) 


7th. While this diſtemper was raging on the 
11th of Auguſt an offenſive: miſt was obſerved, 
but of ſnort duration! It 
returned in the aſternoon from the north weſt, 
ſo thick as to darken the air. Its colour was 
that of the effluvia from the efferveſeenee 


yellow. res 5533 9m Male e 


Stk. In the + begining of of Ia 


ic came Kum the art wel? in 4 0 
ſhot towards the town e e e | 
A) and fell to the ſouth. e, > As f 
- 9th: Crows; ſparrows, Ns 0 Birds did | 
not make their appearance e during the peſtitence. 
In 1708 and 9 the plague deſblated Livonia: 


In 1710 the' diſeaſe appeared in Sweden $0,000. —⸗ 
perſons periſhed by it in Stockholm, and other 


—— kingdom did not (eſcape.  Hifto- 
rians "relate, that in che latter part of the laſt . 
inning of the preſent, the 
83 gcknelz and great plague in Sweden 
deſtroyed ſeveral hundred thoufaud / lives; in 


eonſeguente | f which ene 1 ons RP 2 
"_ Tee et eee 


hene. Obſ. val.” 1. 5 63. va 10 5 _ 8 K ; 
: 7 488. is LES TEES 3 +: 4 : 


4244 


x s 


 made-.dreadful havoc, and-obliged them to de 
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In 1711 Copenhagen 1 
the ſame malady. | 
II is proper to. 8 1 1 Hig 7 


eng prevailed after the . e nd 7 


{ ſevere vinter of 1709. 

Nor did America eſcape the ae of the 
ab. principle. A body of troops under 
Genen Nicholſon, deſtined to co-operate with 


4 wee from England in the reduction af Ca- 


nada, encamped near Wood. Creek, in the 
ovince of New York, and in July and Au; 
guſt were attacked with à diſtemper Which 


camp. Some of the men died as if they had 
been poiſoned. This circumſtance gave riſe to 
2 report, which Charlevoix gravely relates, that 
the Indians had poiſoned. the water of the 
crack, by | throwing into it all the ſkins of 
beaſts they had taken in hunting. The diſeaſe 
was probably the lake fever, or a malignant 
ptery. e happened e wii) 


; 5 . 8 
+ * = 
1 1 i HE 1 * II. * 
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1 410 felt the 18 o 1 
e principle, as appears from the Bil ot 
Mortality for 17110. 

In France, England, and the va: Countries 


3 a catarhous fever, to which, Was. given the 
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3. i name 


4 8 
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name. * Dunkirk Rant. places pre- 
W ? ſpotted fever, as at <A ec, ate. 
| . on Air. Baddam' s Memoirs, ol vi. beg a 


ng 171 1 2 prevailed ae in 1 vith 
ſore throats. Whether catarrh , prevailed in 
America alſo 'T can obtain no information. | 
The ſeaſons in England were exceſſively wet, and 
corn was rotten or mildewed. 'The winter Was 

ſevere, there was an eruption of Veſuvius and an 
earthquake. From theſe circumſtances I ſuſpect 
the approach of : a x ng; but have. found no 


account of apy! Ag ELK „„ 
1 "Short vol. 18 8. 
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* | Oftcber 1712 buen 4 — ſick- 5 
neſs in the town of Waterbury, in Connecticut, 
which raged for eleven months. It was ſo gene- 
ral that nurſes could ſcareely be found to attend 
the ſick. What the diſeaſe was I am not in- 
formed ; but not improbably it was a ſpecies of 
putrid pleuriſy, which has = often were dr ead- 
ful ea in e r . 

Trambulfs Hiſt, of Conneiat 


* 
N 
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1 the 2 's year: aA a abs throat-i in 
| London, BU A . n 1 in 


„Since . text was propuied for * eſs I ys bound e 
an account of a comet, in 9 10 9204 8 therefore 
were Wn; fou 25 
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In 1713 n the -meaſſes i in Ketten 


| contemporary FRE Ne open l a * 5 


w. e 


In 1712 and 13 the plague was epidemic. W 
. Hungary, Stiria, aud other eaſtern. 


countries. This diſcaſe was preceded by the 


| ſpotted fever, which grad nally chan ged toplague. 5 


At the fame time whole countri ies Were over- 


. * ab 3 1 
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pronounced to have been of the fame kind as 
the ſweating fickneſs in the fixteenth century. 
_ He fays it was imported from Dunkirk, but 
how it ee eee in e e not in- 

Nr the e 3 men, hs beafis 


ef the field did not eſcape. A fatal diſtemper 
among cattle broke out in 1711, and raged with 


{ach violence in Italy, as almoſt to deſtroy the 
| ſpecies. It ſpread for three or four years, and 
 harſes periſhed with a fimilax peſtilence. 

The writers who deſcribe the diſeaſe, repreſent 


| as a kind of plague; and all agree that it 


Dun g from a fingle infected cow from Dae 
ta. How this cow became infected, they do 


not inform us. The truth is, the diſeaſe was ant 
| epidemic, though very infectious; and that t 
did not . originate in infection, 18 


I | 7 . 
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or EPIDEMIC DISEASES. 


2 prob by! its \appeming in : SE other parts © of 


Europe. 


The diſeaſe en with rigors, n were 


followed by violent fever, with eruptions, like 


thoſe of the ſmall pox. e terminated in e a 


| tix, Maran eee 


menu, vol. vi. 72; Lang p. 35k 


In 1714 dou in Kalco a8 of: dry Alt 5 
mers. This year was rather ſiekly in England. 


and cattle * eee by an ryan roar „ 


Per 


In 17 15 the ſmall. POX. 55 We were 
epidemic 3 in England. In the ſame” year Ply⸗ 5 
mouth, in Maſſachuſetts, loſt 40 of its inhabit- _ 
_ ants by a malignant W h no e i 


are known. 
kü. Col. vol. iv, 229- 


. 17 716 7 — Xs Gag was 3 — 
and a fair was, held on the Thames. Ihe rivers 

; in Eur pe, even in Jay. were, covered * 
ice. | | 


28 
1 
. 13 *; > 


wk p * 5 5 
Ky 


Sen, vol. i, 1 . 
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i 5 Foil the 21 ” Olcber, O. 8. W 
95 dark that people uſed lighted candles. Lima 
thes ſame year was thaken * an eee 1 


8 
ft 
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„ exploſion of 8 Holland and Germany 5 

ſiuffered ſeyerely the fame year by inundations. 

0 In America the winter was terribly ſevere, and 
| remarkable for 6 prodigious | forms of fnow,” 
fays Mr. Winthrop of New London, in a letter 

to Dr. Mather. Hiſt. Col. vol. fl. 12. One 

hundred ſheep belonging to that gentleman were 
buried in the ſhow on Fiſher's Ifland, and 28 
days after were dug out, when two of them _ 

| were found alive; and both lived and _ 

"thrived. The fnow Miata es over them 

ia the height of 16 feet. This ſnow-ſtorm is 

diiſtinguichecd in the annals of America, as by far 
x the greateſt ever known. This year was remark- 
- able alſo in America far the death of man 

; people, 98 Hutchinſon. TS 


Hiſt vol. „ 295 | | 


v1 rere catarrh was prevalent, and malig 

| nant ſmall pox among children. © © © 5 
At Underwald in Switzerland, prevailed OTE 7 

tian, fo violent as to ' deſtroy life at the fecond | 

: attack. The plague made its appearan bs ; 

; ſome parts of the Turkiſh dominions. = 

1 n 5 20. and Lady nee . 9 


5 "Hi 1718 the W.. was cold in Eadie] ths 
| ſeaſon in England yy and. a comet was ſeen. 

N Es advanced. 5 . 
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OF. EyIDEMTO DIS! SES. 


In 1719 malignant fevers were prevali 


principle of great extent, The winter of 1719-20 1 
in America was very colddtQ. . 
In theſe laſt years raged malignant Neuf n 
Hartford in Connecticut, with great mortality. 
In March 1719 an immenſe meteor paſſed the 
heavens, illuminatinng the earth, and burſting 
with a tremendous report. 
calculated by Dr. Halley 0 and à half. 
At this time the plague appeared in Aleppo, 
and carried off by report 80,000 people. ee 
ERKRuſſel agrees that this diſeaſe came from thi | 
north, though he has given us few particulars. 
In ow as SOR, for two « or r three re 7 ML 


1 1718•19˙20 and 21, fays Dr. me r 
greater number of thoſe who n Den 8 
daughter: houfes at Cork, dien. 
In 1720 happened the laſt great e in 
Marſeilles, on which occaſion has been publiſhes . 
<« Trait6 de la peſte,” à treatiſe in quarts, by 
Chicoyneau, under the ſanction of the French 
King, in which great efforts are made to prove 
the diſcaſe to hve nt e from be 
Levant. 


The proofs of pat and as "> Cap- 
_ tain Chataud left Said in Syria in January 1720, 
wn a clean * 1 he ow was. not then 


in 


Its diameter wine 


* 


paſlage ſeveral perſons died, and the phyſicians at 


3 where che we ht Han? | ene 8 


Sr 8 4 
The POR ied at it Marſeilles, ad ſome nets 


0 ſons who had concern with the goods, died in 
May. The ſuſpected goods were ſuhjected to 


fifteen days retreat and purification—they were 


forbid to be introduced into the city the 
Porters were ſhut up; but all regulations were 

fruitleſs. In June deaths appeared in the city 
| with diſtinctive marks of the plague.” | 


On ſuch flimſey evidence do the icklers for 


' the fole propagation of the plague by infection. | 
ground all their aſſertions rel ter g the diſeaſe 
at Marſeilles ! 


But it happens i in this RY as in moſt ſimilar 


| 8 that the pretended proofs of infection 
Fancy refutation in the very face of them 


In the firſt place, it is an acknowledged fact, 


ttmtat at the time the ſhip left Said, the plague had 
not appeared in that port or town. It was at 
Aleppo and in other places far Aae n in gr . | 
4 but had not broke out in Sai. 5 


How, in the name of Fenn 5 men or 


4 mer be infected, when the diſeaſe did not g 
exiſt in the place? 1 


To overcome, or 3 wo 1 1 9075 of | 


1} this nn. the writers on the ſubje&} are com- 
Ho —- 


or EPIDEMIC DISA Es. 


1 "lied, to eofart to \ ſuppoſition. They fax. it ao 


ble the plague might have been in the place. 1 


though not known or generally admitted. An. 
here reſts their whole argument: 
It is true that ſome of the ſcamen or c paſſions 8 
1 gers died on the paſſage, with 2 malignant peſi. 
lential fever. But in this caſe, the malady 
originated on board the ſhip, and the infection 
is not traced to the Levant ports. There i is an 
end of the chain—the diſeaſe began without in- 
| feRtion on board the ſhip, as malignant fevers 
bo have done in thouſands of other ſhips. 
Again, it is admitted by Dr. Mead himſelf, 
| p. 255, that from the time of the ſailors death, 
after the hip arrived, it was full ſix weeks before 
the diſeaſe was known i in the city of Marſeilles; | 
a circumſtance that renders it nearly impoſſible 
that there could have been any propagation of 
the diſtemper by infection. To remove this ob- 
jection the advocates of infection again reſort to 
ſuppofitiun. They ſuppoſe it poſſible ſome. latent | 
ſeeds of the diſeaſe had been concealed in goods 
or clothes—and ſuch ridiculous ſuggeſtions are 
| made the ground of aſſertion, 3 
But what completely refutes all theſe es > | 
8 poſitions, is, that we have full evidence that the 
3 plague in Marſeilles was generated in the City, 
and gradually aroſe out of milder diſeaſes. 
In the beginning of the Traits de la peſte, 
| iti is s ſtated from Mon. Didier and not denied, that 
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26 « the preceding year, 1719, was a | barreti year 5 
—the corn, the wine, and the oil were defective. 
The heat of fpring - was exceflive, and followed 


by great rains, with weſterly winds—thie fruits 


were bad. In this year a peſtilential fever ap- 


7 peared in Marſeilles, of. which many died, and, | 
m ſome, appeared. buboes,  carbuncles, 1725 Pa- 


8 roitides.” 165 


Tete we obſerte falls that EW ein . | 
the plague, and which demonſtrate the uniform 


operations of the laws of nature. 


The year 1718 began to exhibit Hiltigaant 5 


 Uiſeaſes in greater numbers than uſtial. In 


1719 the plague broke out at Aleppo; and i in the 


north and weſt of Europe, malignant fevers 


- became, in many places, epidemic and peſtilen- 


| tial. In 1720 the peſtilential ſtate of the WE. 


7 arrived at its criſis in Marſeilles. The peſtilence N 
in Europe exhibited a regular progrels, from. 

ordinary typhus fever to the plague. A fatal 
- final pox and ſpotted fever N in Pied- 


mont. 


under conſideration, and obſer Ye every where 
the effects of a general unhealthy ſtate. of mn 
in the increaſe of the number of deaths. 
The Bills of Mortality 3 in Boſton and PI 


To dinenfirite this fact, the 1 85 oy I only f 
turn to the Bills of Mortality in London, Am- 
ſtterdam, Vienna, Dreſden, &c. for the years 
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| clphia' allo — ſtate of air to have ex- 
2 | tended 
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tended to TEN country, and the nn of 3 it 8 
ſcems to have abated in America after 1721, in 
which N 805 > ſmall how hah very mortal in 
Boſton: 75 
1 accounts of — | in ye at this 
period are few. aud imperfeck. Tradition nas 
preſerved the memory of deſolatinig fickneſs at 

various times and in various places, fome f 
which I ſuſpect refer to this pefiod, but I am 
not able to aſcertain the dates with any cer- 
tainty“. By accident, however, I am able to 
determine poſitively the peſtilential ſtate of air 
in America in 1720. A genuine letter | is extant” 
from Thomas Hacket of Duck Creck, now. in 
the State of Delawate, dated April 10, 1720, 
in which he ſtates that a mortality prevailed in 
tliat place, which exceeded that in London in 
1665, and almoſt depopulated the village. 1 
have ſeen the letter i in poſſeſſion of Dr. Ruſh.” 

In 1721 there was an eruption of a volcano 
in Iceland. A dreadful dyſentery 00M in 
Upper Saxony. 

In 1720 there - was a gr eat Se in 
China, and in 1721 ſhocks were felt in the Me- 
iterranean WA Br. iba who: was then on his 

» by 0 Cakes mentions an * thats, which he tute 8 
have been not long before his birth which was in 1722. An 
aged lady of 96, who was born in 1702, informs me that * 5 
malignant pleuriſy raged when ſhe Was — yorn 
old; this axes the prion: in 1719. 9 | 


vol. 1. BB e 1 
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travels to the Eaſt In Octob r 1720 fire aroſe 
out of e 1 near . one of the Azores 


bogen Nat, Hit... T 


T 


3 1792 yn ole were oa Vet, and rainy. 


In Auguſt happened a moſt violent ſtorm in 
Jamaica and South Carolina. In 1 an 


earthquake in Chili. . 1 
The winter of 1782-3 yas. | cold and 9 5 ; 


England. 


In 1723 3 a comet, Hd on | the 24th 8 


iv February, O. S. a mighty tempeſt, which i is 
recorded among the memorabilia of America. 
The wind blew. violently from. the ſouthward, 


then veered ſuddenly to the eaſtward and north- 


ward, bringing 1 in a tide which roſe two or three 5 
feet above the Long Wharf in Boſton, and 
flowed all over the lower part of the town, 
filling cellars and deſtroying property to a great 
amount. Immenſe e was ſuſtained i in all 


| the maritime towns. 


* „ 5 FF 
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The nee anal pox 1 chad in nad : 


i See the London Bill of Mortality for 1723. 


Dyſenteries, pleurifies, and other inflammatory | 


1 gawplaints prevailed in the. different ſeafons. 


Ide bilious,, plague prevailed. in Barbadoes, 

- wk to be imported from Martinico. We are 
| not informed Lan un it came into Marti- 

. = WA 1 nieo. 


| by BStBBtto brass. i 


off 


In theſe accounts of infeRtion \ wea are not 4 
tothe end of the chain. e enen 
In the fame year; 1723, prev: ned 1 251 
n of the colony of Rhode Iſland a fatal di- 

| eaſe, called the burning ague It was par- 
ticularly fatal near Providence, between Pau- 
tucket and Patuxit. In proportion to tlie 
patients, no o diſeaſe in, Ainerica. vas. ever more 
mortal. | 
It did: not TY ina Jak warn! ay in The: 
ings: and perhaps | the clearing. of ſome neigh- 
bouring ſwamps might have been one "nth of 
the diſeaſe. The year, however, was leſs healthy 2 
than uſual. | A diſcaſe of the ſame name is 
noted once. or twice} in ancient MOD See os 
year 1001. 85 
The year. 1724, in England, was: molly wet 


year was generally. healthy. 0 
The ſummer of 1723 was ao wet. 6d cold it in 
England,” In January a ſevere froſt produced 
many inflammatory complaints. In this year 
happened violent earthquakes in South America, 
and eruptions from two volcanic mountains in 
Iceland. I have no account of the weather and 
diſeaſes in America. I only learn from an 
old gentleman that one of the winters between 
Fu mer 1725 was mn i * the hard wintes.” 15 
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5 bee in winter, which 3 the Bills 
of Mortality to an unuſual deg 
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egr . the ſame . 
time the plague raged 1 in eee 16 big 
The ſame winter in America was ls . 


fen. r er. of 1727 ner het and 


k * | 5 34 Þ 
„ Se. 4 0 account of the Greet Earthquake, f 


Phill. Tranf. and W vol. v. 365: , 
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1 r . 2 comet—an qa of 
fire took ves _ Veli and: a volcano f in | 
Iceland. NM dk og 

The interior countries of En 210 were haken 
Pr an earthquake. On the 29th of October, of 
the ſame year, happened one of the moſt exten- 


five and violent earthquakes ever known in 


America. A malignant dyſentery was epidemic 


'F 


: in Bern. In America the ſummer was very hot. 


, Philoſ. Tranſ. 437. Short, vol. 11. Van Troil on 


2 5 19 ” | Iceland: Bad. Mem. vol, x. 110. Williams on 


Earthquakes. Memoirs of American Acad 
UMETT man on 
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t diſeaſes in London were- ee, —_ a 
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abe was cold in Pin ak the Cit „ 
winter ſevere. The year 1727 was un productive: 
corn in England Was fearce, and the ſcarcity „ 
continued into this year. An eruption of a 
volcano in Iceland, and the plague in Egypt | 
marked this pans W798.” "The er wn oy” e N 
till 1780. e eee 
Is year, 1728, the ſummer weatlier | = 
South Carolina was unuſually hot and dry. The 
earth was parched aud the ſprings exhauſted. _ 
In Auguſt a violent hurricane occaſioned an 
inundation, which ſpread over the low grounds 75 
and did incredible damage to the wharfs, houſes 
and corn fields. The ſtreets of | Charleſtown 
were covered with boats, and the inhabitants „ 
driven tothe upper ſtories of their houſes t dwenty - 
three ſhips were driven aſhore, and thouſands of 
trees levelled. The ſame ſeaſon the bilions © 
plague 2 105 in eee with RET mor- = EF 
e N 
. ary N 1 South Carolina ves i, oy 1 5 


4 : 


$Ji 1799 . a bumst, and i in autumn A 
univerſal catarrh in Europe, and, perhaps, over 
the W This was preceded by meaſles. It 
| ſeized with a flight chill, a flow fever, wearineſs, 
_ continual hoarſeneſs, wow of the head, and dif- 
| — or” 3 The W of es 


: . mo 
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e ple. | Many lev 
ph it — over Europe i in f ve ke. 5 a. 

the cloſe of this epidemic in 1780, Yelan: ng | 
charged 1 its contents of fire. /.- 1 11 | 

In this year, 1729, the, plague vas in a bers | 
and it will be ſeen that the Bills of Mortality in 
the north of Europe exhibit a ſickly ſtate, 
through a period of many years, at this time. The 
meaſles prevailed in, America, and in ORE 
ton, Connecticut, a malignant pleuriſy. 
The ſummer of 1729 was, in moſt Parte of 
{ England, very wet—in other parts dry; but this 
made no difference in the prevalence of the 
Sau The wall . was very ens in 
8 TX is . ihe the fist Ppear - 
[ ance of the yellow. fever, or black vomit at Cars 
thagena, in South America, where it made dread- 
ful havoc among the Crews of the fleet under 
Don Domingo Juſtiniani. The fame fate at- 
tended the crews of. f the Alea v under en 
tel * e eee e eee N 
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* an epidemic diſeaſe w en h Cwept Ms n 
1 FEY the earthquake. 5 77s 
e vol. ii. 2355 257. 


#5! 180 pF 

"The , 3 was in 5 bus. this time, 
and was preceded by an earthquake. „ 
1 In J anuary 1729 the rivers and 3 in Hol 
land. were covered. with ice, from twelve to 
les inches thick. Meaſles and anginas pre- 
great havoc. 

F "Bad Mem. vol. a di he. 
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0 will heebferved! that theſe eri ptive” diſeaſes 
in Holland were contemporary with the meaſles | 
in America, and the malignant pleuriſy in winter, 
which was the predominant ſymptom of a peſtt- - 
lential conſtitution of air in en until 2 | 
your” 176 . 
8 © The ue 0 
Europ PUTS tc wt 
"I ent Rom the Bills of Morten ity „1 n 
and nen that the years 1730 and 31 
were fickly. What the malady was mn, 
vellet Tta ce in Aeg Emme to double 
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a Fe en. 


caſioned an adjournment; of the Hegiatrs 5 


In 1732 appeared a comet, nah his e 


* following winter was very ſevere, continuing 
from the middle of November to the end of 
March. THR e an the winter was mild. 
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75 South A was Hake this year 


by an earthquake; a ſhock was experienced alſo 
in England; and in November the ſame was 


d in Canada and in New England. 
a ee e A 
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In this year the plague prevailed e . 


Sidon, and Damaſcus, and the ene Plague 


ec Wel. 4 LIL CARE: over all Euyope, | L * 
beginning of 1738, and p the eas 


* 


N as it vas ex 
rene 

1 Memoirs of Dr. Hunt 'of Northa! pton 

Thi. 3 3 to 1 bees j pre- | 


curſor, of the moſt peſtilential period WT, this 
century. The ſummer of 1733 in England. was - 

dry and pleaſant. The winter follo wing Was 

very mild. The plague raged at Aleppo. 

The ſcarlatina appeared in Edinburgh, ao the 

. chin-cough alſo began in ny in 17 34, con- 
tinuing to rgpail in 1786. ½.. & 
T his period alſo was noted for meteors. 1 8 : 
5 June 1734 a ball of fire paſſed tl 
ſite windows of a ſteeple at Air | 
broke one end of the bell joiſt, and — 9 
to the earth without doing further harm. A 


boy 1 N the neight a Was ae 50 en 
een xs 


| 1 Ac. of Scotland 3 OY 


America, was toads ing _ an earthquake. 
i» The A of. 1 785 Was very wet and cold. 


45 


| the Orkney'Ilands pe 


none periſhed. 


bv 
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the air is mid to ae affetzed birds, e 
n the cages. Canine madlneſs prevailed. 
short, vol. ii. Van Swieten, vol. xvi. 1 gs 


"of 4 fatal ; 


': kind, and other iixtigeikint Gerdes with 575 3 
dvophobia. In Scotland the meaſles e 


epidemic, and fevers of # bad Kia 


: Ul  Effays and 'ObL. Bein. Phil. "Trapfic. 
ES Fan hain, vol. 1. | ” 9 1 e 
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vol. iv. | 
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para e ee ee one. betet l 5e 
In ms: and 7 as fatal where} we t erde ar 4 
malignant peripneumonies prevailed in France. 
In 1793 or 6 three or four thoufand people in 5 
ithed with famine. The 55 
ere in 1782 and 9 was eee ut 


2 5 * re T Ex De e IS A 


- 


2 While--theſe epidemics" were (prevailing in 


| Europe, America felt the peſtilential ſtate of air. 
9 In May 1785, in a wet, cold ſeaſon, eee . 


Kingſion, an inland town in New 


ö N 1 . 


aſh-colpured einn e en cence « ; 4 


great debility \ole Oe and 3 ten- 
e „ Fry 


5 5 wan a week aw e childrens in 
another family at a diſtance of four miles, were 
ſucceſſively ſeized, and all died on __w Wa d _ ba 
| It continues to ſpread, and of ry 
patients, not one recovered. 1 
In deen it e at Exeter A town r fx 
4 dee it W out in PO pag RY 
* 5 diſtant, although it did not appear in 
Cheſter, ſix miles weſt of Kingſton, till October. 
It continued its ravages through that year into 
_ ths; oe and gradually travelled ſouthwarck HE 
_ almoſt ſtripping the country of children. "Very - 
few children eſcaped; for although the diſeaſe 
was very infectious, yet its propagation depended 


very little on that circumſtance. It attacked 4 


the young in the moſt ſequeſtered ſituations, and 
without a poſſible communication with the ſiek. 
It was literally the plague among children. 
Nagel families _ three! had n pan e e : 

In ſome ee this viſtemperliy was more 5 
am in others; country towns ſuffered more 
than populous cities. And it ſhould' be here 
0 we virulence of 2 ſpecies 


HO DRIEF nn 


| Ales b at times to be Petty augment a 
by: cold and wet weather. It is moſt mild in 
cities, where the air is, in a degree, corrected of 
its ri igour and moiſture, Are Tous ane ation, 
| however, there are exceptions. e 
Scorbutic people, and "WP FR nr 2d on 
é pork, and, of xourle, the poor, ſuffered. moſt; 0 


In ſome fan 


Rm" ola bins e Hits 5 5 25 


This diſeaſe gradually travelled ts 


Vas two years in reaching the river Hudſon, 
- diſtant from Kingſton, where it firſt appeared, 
about two hundred miles, in a ſtrait line. It 

_ continued its progreſs weſtward, with ſome in- 
- texruptions, until it ſpread over the Colonies. 

Few adults were afflicted; its principal ravages 

were among perſons under age, or rather under 

puberty. For many years after it was epidemic; 
_ it frequently broke out in different places without 

any apparent cauſe, but it did not ſpread.— A 
ſtriking proof that ſuch diſeaſes will not become 

epidemic by the ſole power of infection; but 
that ſome general cauſe muſt aid its propagation, 
or it will periſh in its cradle. This is probably 

true of every ſpecies of peſiilential diſeaſe, 5 

From an elderly lady of great obſervation in 
New Haven, I have learnt that perſons who 

recovered of this diſtemper were ſubject all their 

Ves to ſore throat and quinſies, and what is 

haps more remarkable, chat tex or none of 


- I 4 


1 have Hd to be old. It is at e 
in the ſphere of her e e ae that thoſe er 5 
ſons have died at an earlier age than others! 
Theſe facts are ſtriking: proofs how much the 
whole ſyſtem, and eſpecially the ſeat 0 
diſeaſe, was impaired i in ſtrength and firmneſs by 
that diſtreſſing malady. + tar. Kill 2 
living, who was afflicted with the ſame diſcaſe-in FE 
1742, informs me that his conſtitution has 1 
recovered rom the ns dit received 8 that 
The Hal of. this Ma 5 kat e e. : 
as for ſome time before its attack children 


appeared to languiſh. It was not always: at . 


tended with great proſtration of ſtrength—fo 
erſons were often en an Baur or two! 
before their death. lis et 
\ "The ſame happened i Lin en e of 17 94. 
.» See: further particulars in Colden's account. _ | 


dical Obſ. and Eng. London, vol, i. 211, and in 
1 4 Hiſt. New n x0. n 


" Diſeaſes. among - cattle. in Hamptire 
mack this Pen, 5 
In 1736, and during the rage DE the ite 
fore throat in America. and in England, the 
plague made terrible havoc in Egypt. Authors 
relate that Cairo loſt 10,000 perſons in a day. 
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fps * Fro 
dilious raged in Virginia. In England 
[+ . Aren the meaſles broke out, and re- 

e in * — bd con em} & 


firſt perſon ſeized was a woman ins 
— en 5 e . 8 


* k Covah tac with glandular fwellin gs. 


Coughs, defluxions, and catarrhs were frequent: 
A ner e in DENG Fg 1 Z 
An 1757 a very be enen 1550 d wn 5 
emiſpheres. It commenced i m November. * 
In 1737 alſo appeared | ntt- 
ä Alto was ſhaken, and Smyrna half deſtroyed 
by an earthquake. A ſmall ſhock was felt i in 
Boſton. In October, of this year, a ſtorm or 
hurricane in the Eaſt Indies deſtroyed 20,000 
veſſels of different ſizes, and 300, 000 people. 
There was a great eruption of Veſuvius in the 
ſame year. In Iceland alſo was an eruption 
between If and 1700, wrt gh Poe oh is not 


See Gent. Ma Mag” and | Table: of 7 Memory, Art. | 
eee wire on 
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A moſt fingular meteor in the 
. followed by a very ſevere winter. 


tlie Janie diſeaſes i in een a. in eee 
America. The fatal ulcerous ſort throat was 
ane e in America and in France in 
1737; but that diſeaſe did not appear in its 
| formidable array in England until 1742. In 
1734-5 appeared its de eee dane 
fever, in Ecdlinburgh - but it ſubſiced; an | 
epidemio took the form of meuſles 5 
type, with hoarſeneſs, defluxions, dined cate enki 

The catarrk prevailed alſo in Barbadoes in 
3 eloſe of this year and beginni next 
and in New England we a 2 dearth: 7 fiſh 
and water fowl. 674 _ 


. 


Tn 1738 Tudden deaths,” vertigoes, and apo 
plexies, followed the preceding epidemics” in 
England. The plague raged at Ockzakow, at 
Barbadoes, and in New Spain the peſtilence was 

fo general and mortal as to Fhrpaten: the i Oy: _ 
with depopulation. SET "wp I. 
In 1739 the ſmall pox pr Evel in New York, 
| and ſome dyſenteries, but 1 hear of no remark- 
able occurrences in this year, except that angina 
maligna appeared i in England in a few ſporadic 
cafes,” but did not "Spread at that time; 9 70 
an e fever prevailed' at Charleſtown. 


Journals New York Aſſembly, vol. 1. 756. Fother- | 5 
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lee was . i 1739. and the, wi ten 
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| bars 1716, mn 


| (fred over America. 


1 December 1740 


| America. 


| 
| 
| 
f 
q 
N 
| - 
. 
| 


tinued till June, and was ſucceeded by a dry 


| Kafon, then a wet cold autumn- A dearth | 


ſuecet 


in Seer "_ +: or 


; whooping e in. 
© The ſmall pox prevailed, and 


in 1741 that alifenſty with the ſpotted fever, 
were very mortal. See the London „ 
Mortality. In Briſtol, and Galway in . 
(ho: un . t E ſhort of the eee 
Ot e #15 - Huxham, vol. 2. Short, 5 5 K 


r. 7 N 
: 2775 * 


a was 3 chats in 1740 and 41, "Them 


In England ſpread A 


Und loſt 80,000 people by famine, Pientery, 
and, ſpotted fever. Shs 


. | Rogers on rid. 
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Ather dem et the fame —.— 


conſtitution. —See the BülIIt. 


Not leſs remarkable. were, the felons, in 


1 


In 1740-41, a year. Rake "than in. „ 


; the. winter was. of the ſevereſt kind. e 
cattle * for want of food. 


. 35 


1 of New York Aſembly, vol. 1. 799 504 


1 | During Winter all prob in Cen. 


icut.” The American Page ap in 
15 8 7 - Philadelphia 


A ; 
1709. The cold 
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py oy dane. 45 a Fey 
ly ischs { 


| Kg vol. 6. 494 
Wes Ulloa ins. an ee — a" 
Spann in South America, that in W. ne 
black vomit was firſt introduced into Gu 
quil by the galleons from the South Seas. They 
aver the diſeaſe not to have been Pa ith thier 
anterior to that year. It was moſt fatal to ſea- 
men and foreigners, but ho natives did not 
3 Here we Have! a new ſource ob * yellow 
* 1742 the Kist . ELD of a Pos jo 
nant - kin appeared in Fand and con- 
tinued to prevail, more or leſs, for niany years, 
and in 1745 became very e e 
e e e W 2. eee 2 
The hi PP 1742 in * was dry. 
In Ameriea che fame angina eee in 
- 1748. 1 
Nef 1740 to 1744, pettilcrfa diſeaſes be. 
vailed in all parts of the known world. WY, 
In Syria ho” "winter" 5 ee was \ vary, 
ſevere. An IR | * 
In March W an age fever 111 1 9 
attended with a ſevere pain in the right hy« 3 855 
b res The plague had previouſſy ſhown 
itſelf-on che ſea coaſt.” In April, ſays Alex. 
vol. 1. T- 8 . Kuſſel, : 
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Ruſſel, dome reapers longs the K into K 


the neighbourhood of Aleppo. In the city no 


notice was given of the plague till the 18th of 
May, but, on ſtrict enquiry, it was found that 


uced. bh fomites into o the ' 


hw end bd int tv 
ated m A Put and nothing is 
ud about infection 15 November, when a few 


. ö 
3 9 y 1 
The 5 temper. 


| more caſes occurred. In February 1743 a fe 


eared, and in March zan alarm was 
weng It was more e in this e out 
hy ee Tos, ne 

When the diſeaſe ſubſided i in 1 it was 


followed by diarrhœas and dyſenteries with 


petechia, and ſome obſtinate intermittent. 

In December 742 and January 1743 were 
earth + "6 with great 9 violent ons 
and froſt. | 

In 1742 Aa etl ring Cale ee at t Holliſon 
in Maſſachuſetts, in which died Mr. Stone 
and fourteen of his eee In this . 
was ſeen a comet. "oy IS 6h 

In the ſpring of 1749 a. YI lhock of an 
ee convulſed Sicily, Naples, and Malta. 


A catarrh prevailed at the ſame time. Theſe 
were the precurſors of. the. dreadful plague 


ich raged in the following. ſummer at Cala- 
ia * and 5 at N in 


bs | . Seoul 
e | þ 1 


GY. 


 03-phavaNe. DISK ASKS. : 887 


Sicily, 


agus periſhed 46, 000 inhabitants 6ut 


f 72, 000. The ſummer was violently hot, 


wan an ponents in other parts of Italy. - 
Vork was feverely 


aflicted "a the Miau plague, where died in 
one ſeaſon 217 of the inhe 
able number for the populat ion 

T know not what diſeaſes 


chat dane 


ton, but the bill for that year thews it 10 > have 0 


been ſickly. FR 
The year 1748.1 dank ; diſting iſhed for a trem 
dous er of fire from Cotopaxiy A mou 


in the province of Quito, five leagues north of 
Latacangs'; ; all the 1 eke villages were 


rulngy 4 floods from the melted ſnows of the 


e. gg was EW in "OW 
1 N45 Ulloa, * 1. 


bitants a conſiderr 


* 0 0 You, Od. _ an. 2 he Mavor of the Cit. I. 


An account of perſons buried in the city of New-York, 
From July 25th to Sept. 25th, e erica ae to oo: 2 
. 7 1 85 7 TY —— 
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And 10 find aby * „a A . of the he Dogan, | 


Ee of a BY, that * late diſtemper is now over. 
Jonun Caves, Mayor. 1 


Nes Vork at that time e contained about 7 or Joe 1 
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Venice buffered by an -inundation: in tas, : 


"a the year was remarkable for violent Rorine = 
at Boſton,” Jamaica, and in many countries. 
In December 1748 appeared a comet of dt 
den magnitude, which was wine; * 
9 of the following year. K 8 
This was probably the ſame e e : 


| in 80 an in Free — fre with - 


"In 1744 * e pen over . 5 1 3 


Vas in Rome in February, at London in en - 


ants in a few weeks pervaded England. 5 
In June of this year was an earthquake of 
confiderable violence in New En gland. 
In 1745 Lima was ſhaken by an eee 


5 An infectious fever broke out among the troops 
employed in the expedition to Louiſbourg. A 


ſimilar fever prevailed at Boſton, and how far 
the health of the town was affected by the re- 5 
turning troops I am not informed. This was a 
time of general ſickneſs. : 

In Charleſton prevailed the infeRious Sos 7 
| fever, while Egypt and Smyrna were . 5 
the ravages of the plague. | 

In this year the town of Stamford in Cos 
necticut was ſeverely diſtreſſed by a malignant 
. dyſentery, which ſwept away ſeventy inhabitants 


out of afew hundreds, The diente was cou- 
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ne year 1746 was probably more unhealthy. 


The concuſſion began on the 28th of October, 
about ſix hours before the full of the nom; 
and at intervals the ſhocks” were repeated for 
| four months, in which time they/amounted e 
in ſeveral places of the diſtant mountains. Many 
days before the ſhocks began, hollow rumbling 
noiſes were heard in the earth, at times reſem- _ 
bling the diſcharge of artillery, Similar ſounds 
nf1 WR for ſome time after the earthquake. a 


An earthquake laid Lima and Calao in ruins: * 


ae. * „ 
1 * 
Fug 


SHRY: 1 the ont tale in W vol. 2. 95 5 5 
185 a 5 oh 5 fer ; 
Abe an en ih y a een 
iſeaſe, called by Colden a nervous fever, and 
uglas the yellow : fever. From an old 


| citizen, who. was. living in 1797, my friend : 


De Mitebell * the following particulars 
The bodies of ſome of 8 


the! „ were . the criſis of the diſ- : 


eaſe. was the ninth]. day, if the patient ſurvived 8 
that day he had a good chance for a recovery. 
The diſeaſe left many in a ſtate of imbecility yo 
of mind, gab as 2 to childiſhneſs or idiocy; - 
others were afterw rds ne with W 
„ EE. hg 1 i IG E314; E + 8 | 
The diſeaſe he in "Avail, 1 = with 0 
froſt, and g a enen | 
men of robuſt bodies. {ion ions eos 7 
ot | . e i ps e As k-7 
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- As this was an . Abet in Ati 85 
| n was occupied to ae out its origin. 
It was reported that a like diſeaſe prevailed in 
| New York, and that it had 
à eſſe from Ireland Nervous yellow fever 
N imported” from Ircland'!—Such are the vulgat 


8 
2 4% & " A... = ® 
A BR! Er nrsronτ 1 


ace this age of ſcience and þ 


wophy=-from" what fairy land were imported 
title malignant diſeaſes which every where Twelled 
the Bills of Mortality in the fame year? Not 
that I would infinuate that diſeaſes of a cer . 
kind are not infectious. A peſtilential fever 
originated in the Chebucto fleet under the 
Duke D'Anville, which landed an army on our 
| ſhores in this fame year, and one third of the 
Indians who viſited the eantonments. died: 
15 gy hs diſcafe 2 Wee ee 194 5 


®. 4 


But "Ry T TG Ae is, thy] diſpo⸗ 


| Koa of men to trace all the evils of life to a 
. foreign ſource, when the ſources ate in their 
own nad oe” Ce Wy Or: an x 


boſoms. 


2d, for 


id Sola imported in | 


At Zurich i in ene dd al in | Saxony, p 258. 
1 vailed a very malignant dyſentery. Inde 
a number of years at this period dyſentery was 
8 5 epidemic in many parts of Europe and America, 
In 1747 the bilious plague prevailed in Phi. 
ladelphia. In 1748 in Charleſtown. 3 Tino 
years were ſickly in Bon 11235: i 57. 
Wb 7. "GIS: 17 1 m 
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5 he drought. 
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N had ae 3 more than cee commenood | 
hes: diſcharges of fire and lava. 


In ot Walt: 11 2 tremendous hurricane N : 


« * 5 


Two comets | wat in i 9 winter 


: was ſevere, and” two. or three exceſſively hot and 
dry ſummers ſuceei 


In England the ſum- 
mer of 1747 was very dry. In 1748 a faſt 
was appointed in ds uſetts on aocount of - 


In England the angina WF, cont edt its 
ravages with increaſed mortality. The ſame 


malady | prevailed; in France in OW oo there - 
was an earthquake at London. 


The 18th of June was . hot . it 


Mars was Wh th the earth as) WINE orbit will © 
1 ow: 18. 5 2 A . © 


a mack for 1745 Y 


., 


in 1749 5 Nuts 0 9 nervous 9 fever 


n many towns in Connecticut with a dif- 
treſſing mortality. Waterbury ſuſtained. a loſs 


of about 130 of her inhabitants, principally by 
a dyſentery, Cornwall, then a. new ſettled 


village, on high! mountains, loft twenty of her 
citizens. Hartford was ſeverely viſited with 
 intermittents, for the laſt time. The fammer 


was very dry, and locuſts or graſshoppers er h 


dn the fields apa Wen the herbage. 


1 : 5 'Dongls vol. ue. 
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authorized to ſay, e FO teerible 5 
dyſentery in Woodbury did not appear to be 
5 very contagious—it excited great alarm; every 


| - one; ayoided the ſick if poſſible; but many who 


lived remote and never came near e fick * 

ined and ſuddenly died. 

In 1749-50 the Fu Po according to „im 7 

5 merman, made great havock in the canton of 
Berne. It is remarkable that this formidable diſ- 

_ eaſe ſhould be thus prevalent in both hemiſ- 


1 at the ſame time, and for a foridy of years. 


In 1750 appeared a comet, and the ſummer 
was exceſſiwely hot. In Philadelphia, the heat 
raiſed the mercury to 100% by Farenheit. The 
723 plague carried off 30,000 people in F n 1 
j one third of the inhabitants of Tangiera. | 
Violent tempeſts marked this year in 95 
rica, and an unuſual ſwell of the Severn in Eng- 
land. Earthquakes happened in England, Ja- 
maica, 1 1 9 Sicily, and Lap: 
| land. I; „ 5 
At eite 30 e from Paris, broke dut a 
5 peftilential « diſcaſe called la Suete, reſemblin g the 
7 eres . teknen, e ee ny, in . three. 

1 Kerr 0 W 
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tre Bethlem in d Canvegtcut e a ee 
f fore, wing 1wept . as tween 1 15 5 
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| far of. the inhabitants. 


was ed to be thee: e 8 from a ſwamp 
| which ha xeen"drained.- It is not improbable 
that en i might have n the ls wo N 
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The winter of 1750-51, is o mentioned a as. ex- 
tremely ſevere_ in America. : Veſuvius dif. 
charged fire and lava in 1751, and on the 7 th of 
March a moſt dreadful tempeſt at. Nantes. in 
France, deſtroyed 66 ſhips, with 800 lives. On 
the ſame day a tempeſt at Jamaica did damage 


to the amount of a million of dollars. A ſt W YT 
at Cadiz on the 8th: of December deſtroyed 100 


fail of ſhipping. - On Fae: ee coat was an 


earthquake. | 2 7 91 $7) ien VV 
In this year Conſtantinople lolt 200 „000 in⸗ | 


habitants by the plague. The preceding winter 
was cold in Turkey, and the old people predicted 
a ſevere plague, from the quantity of ſnow n 
fell in Conſtantinople. This prediction was 
founded on long obſervation ; and I am able to 
confirm the juſtneſs of it, by diſcovering tas. 
thoſe years which produce the moſt violent action 
or. diſcharges. of eloRrical ire en moſt 
low, mn 8 1 188 
| Chenir! ua vol ii. FI 
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Ne whaven; probe bly in many e places. 
With: . fatal - dyſentery prevailed a mortal 
angina for ſeveral years. The fame concurrence 
of theſe diſeaſes will be men Wannen under the 
W 

In England the Ga of 1751 was cold 0 
wet, and a mortal diſtemper prevailed among 
horſes and cattle in moſt parts of the country. 


| In Cheſhire died 30,000 cows, In N tho 


Feen vac 785 ant 1 
„ Cent Mag. 
0 e 0. uncommon 3 3 in 
the ſame year in France, England, and Scotland. 
In Cork the water was three feet deep in the 
. midſt of the city. 
_ «The dyſentery T2 Aon fore chroat were 
. fatal this year in Guilford. 1 
In 17592: the ſummer in ee 8 1 
ho eke in all parts of America, was diſtin- 
guiſhed for intenſe heat. The thermometer, for 
ee twenty days ſucoeſſively, varied bety 
90 and 101. The effects of this heat were 
_ viſible in a number of ſudden deaths by 
_ apoplexies. | There were ſome cafes of bad fe- 
ver, but no epidemic. In September a violews 
tempeſt laid the city under water. 
pe dyſentery Was ſtill e in tho nor. 
k oy jr or America. 2 
oft. 8 vol. ie «316; & ſeq. Dr, hz 10 . * 
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on EPIDEMIC > DISEASES. Es 0 


as Indic pivvaih anging of ſuch a weg. 
oat type as to kill the patient beter ee in 5 
. or ten baum ne age of weath 11 r. The 


b W 5 0 Ow Reg 1966, 100. 
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In this year Aﬀvintieſte was neatiy det rope = 
7 by an earthquake. In Hinſdale, on Connecticut 


river, in the ſtate of New Hampſhire, was an 


eruption of fire from a volcanic mountain Nang 
Yue HO e 0 Oo e ee 
5 | | "Mews" Am. led. rol. 1. 5 
E | N "ol Fel 
Kere th + winter WT. 1759-3 was long 
and ſevere. 1 have no account of any general 
epidemic in 1753, but particular places were 
" viſited with diſtreſſing -fickneſs.” A ſingular | 
inſtance of a local peſtilence occafioned 50 
vapour deſerves to be related. | 
In autumn 1753, after a dry. ſeaton; aroſe: in 


Tp Rovew) the chief city of Normandy, a thick 


fog, with the ſmell of ſulphur, which increaſed 
to that degree, that in the evening lights could 
not be diſtinguiſhed at any conſiderable diſtance. 
It did not wholly difappear till the next day 
It was more denſe in ſome ſtreets than in others. 
In three or four days after began an epidemic 


. fickneſs, which ſeized: both ſexes with chills, 
laſſitude, loſs of appetite, flight pains in the 
arms and legs. Theſe ſymptoms were followed 
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by wid a sin uſea, and 4 CNTR 
Mott patients bled at a noſe, frequently: 


* 


ſmall qunntity. The licad-ach then became vio- 
Tent, with a ſmall hard pulſe, a high fever fol- 
chondria was tumeſied; this ſymptom was ſuc- 


. ceeded by a tenſion of the belly, and a ſlight 
dlelirium followed. The tongue was brown or 
1 ee 8 Set ee n Mag Kin won: | 

The patient died the 5th/ 7th; or 11th hey; 


but not in every caſe. Some were thirty or forty 


days in recovery; many were left with a puft- 

ness of the face, hands, and legs. 
In ſome other parts of France appeared pe. 

" xipneumony and inflammation of the . 


dium, which was 5 called a new diſeaſe. 
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In December 1753 wake I; anuary TER, _ 
th fmall town of Holliſton, in Maſſachuſetts, 
loſt forty-three of its citizens by a fever. The 
diſeaſe began with a violent pain in the breaſt or 
fide, not . the head; then ſucceeded 
a high fever, but without delirium. The cxi- 
tical days were the 3d, 4th, .5th, or 6th, Some 
of the patients appeared to be ſtrangled to death. _ 
he town r no more than 80 families. 
ee fb een tif kin. ve e vol. yy 5 685 
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2 OM xbrouzins bis gaes. 1 
be winter of * 1799-4: 5 
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"I 1754 Was a 1 + eee of: Veſuy; us. 


which laſted ſeveral weeks, and violent earth- 
quakes in England, - een Hh 3 1 


inn n 


| „ was ae ai mich 40,0 000 of F 7 
the inhabitants of Cairo TER in n ? rains 


of two thirds of the city. 


The gangrenous ſore throat was very j mortal 


in e e inen in England. 
10 17. e | Se Raty on wee h 


The 1 ſpecies of. angina was at the dne 


: time very fatal in America. 


n 2m. N. Hamplie vol. 125. 4 


1 bad the 8 1 was o Set Pe ex- 
| cellive rains, and intermittents were col 
ahnen . n 1 855 


At this time ew were two or 1 ** very e 
; winters in Ameriea. In 1754-5 and 1755. * 
loops failed from New Vork for Ir. in LJ: 4. 
DL and February. | 5 


Smit in. N. . York, v2. 
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hip this inſtances Wide is an exdeptloh to 
hs: general rule, that ſevere winters extend 
e | = OI 


Gent, Mag. 47 55. 9 
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fie bie eruptions. "The ee . OE 
we 0 | 9 


1 . ſuffered. for „ee 5 years 
| 3 exceſſive drought, by which all ſprings 


| Vvere exhauſted. - But the year 1755 was rainy. 
On the iſt of November a tremendous convul-. 


| ion laid Liſbon. in ruins, with the deſtruction of 


$0,000 lives. This ſhock was felt on the Whole 


Spaniſh coaſt, and 10, 000 people periſhed on one 

vn Azores. In Miteline, an ifland in the Archi- 
pelago, 2000 houſes were deſtroyed. The day 

preceding this concuſſion was remarkable for a 
haze or miſt that obſcured the ſun. 
On the 18th of November America fiſtained a 


a violent and extenſive ſhock, but its effects 


were not very calamitous. The fiſh in the ocean 
did not eſcape without injury. Two or three 
whales and multitudes of cod were ſeen a few 
days after floating on the ſurface of the water. 
In the remarkable year 1755 the moſt. pre- | 
valent epidemics ſeem to have been angina _ 


maligna and catarrh, which ſpread over France 


and England The angina en was . 5 
mortal in ſome dee W i es 3, 


th. or rio rule biskas rs 


0 one town on Long Illand two alle, | 


* only e the a0 1 1 . cams 


In "a year. 4 3 a * >chiz 


1 Ireland, and, according to Baron de Ti 1 


een loſt en e agsc" . 


. Seen Memoirs. benen. on Sore Theo, " | 
1 "IM an Weathers - : Br 2 ps 45 =) LES | 


which had withſtood the weather for fifty years, 


were killed, and Wen of poor peyp'e Per Fe | þ 


riſhed with cold... 
London Mag. 1 rhe, 


Wc Wi N » 1 * 
* by : 


hp" the Solo vin g We crops failed, | 2 


| dearth enſued, and ſo ſevere a famine that 


parents devoured their own children ; the poor | 
from the mountains offered their wives for ſale 1 


in market to 11 food. 
: Kid. 
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The» wititer: was alſo very den in Busche 


1 by 1756 appeared a Ache and there was an 
eruption in Iceland. A meteor was ſeen in 


France, and — were. experienced in 
9 various dae e TR Re th 
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| by hp winter of 1756.7 in wb was a | 
ſevere ; the fruits were deſtroyed, olive trees, 
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n 1 1586.5 a W was very yrend it 


In 1758 eatarrh prend 0 over Butepe, and "=o 


55 E began to ſhow itſelf in Egypt and 
5 Smyrna. In November a large meteor was 
ſieen in Great Britain, and is deſeribed by Sir 

| 4 ohn Pringle in the Philoſophical Tranſactions“. 
In this year alſo the petechial fever, the pre- 2 : 


curthe of the plague; began to ſhow itſelf in 


one I ſummer in Amerſen was 5 M 


. 


Letter 4 Governor lis, Mulun, rol. 5 1 5 1 
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EH 175 9 appeared two or "aki comets, OE 
in November a moſt tremendous eruption of 


Veſuvius, In Auguſt was an earthquake at | 
Bourdeaux, and another at Bruſſels. The wins 
ter following 1759 was exceſſively cold in 
both hemiſpheres. In Lei pſic centinels were 


frozen to death, and in South Carolina the ſnow 


5 covered the earth to the depth of nearly two 
feet. In England the cold was leſs ſevere. 


 The' year 1759 was alſo memorable for vio- 


lent earthquakes in Syria. Buildings were demo- | 
liſhed, and Damaſcus was buried in ruins. The 


forks were repeated for many weeks. In en 
It is faid to have moved from South to North. Ann. 


1 
. 2 4 
2 5 7 | vember 
. ; . a 5 
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5 
4 Albedk* followed by an earthquake in July. 
This catarrl preceded the fame epidemic i in u- 

ö 1 one year. 
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er” ride S1opases. FC ar 7 
rind Tae; in Peru 


means of an earthquake. It will be obſerved that 5 
this happened i in the month when Veſuvius was . g 
in eruption. Theſe great phenomena-announced _ 


a general and ſevere peſtilence, and the effets 


* 


of, the general pi inciples.of diſeaſe were ſoon 
felt over Europe, Aſia, and America. The earth; 


quakes in Syria were preceded by eee _ ; 
followed by exceſſive rains. : 


Ws OY Reg. 1761. 96. & paſſim. See alſo Ruſſel fy 
* EF . the Mlague: of ee ae,. . 


5 „ 1759 115 plague began to appear in \ Cy: 1 7 
pris, and at Acre and Latatia - on the Syrian 


coaſt. In 3 . the ſmall FE 
with great mortality. 


In New England were ſhocks of ch 5 0 


in February. In autumn an unnſual tempeſt 
aud tide at Nova Scotia. 5 : 


1 


4 


1 Ae contemporary with the « comme 


ment of the plague in Egypt, appeared the 
meaſles in 1758; and this diſeaſe, followed. by 
___ dyſentery, ſwelled the ills, oe n 5 4 | 
"097 in 1759. Ee 5 5 
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hos 47 year ab. the. 1 an on z 
vile in Canada was WR 6 e 


Bo 2 . Link pe 6. 
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was. ſwallowed up: by: 


. auen 155. 88. + 


- A t Bombay: a nttwo#: of extraoi 


; | of light. | 5 


47 A BULEr merh. 


; inary bright- 

nes was ſeen on the Atk of April 1759. | 
Aſter the ſevere winter of 1759-60 fend 

a e Gem! in America onthe sd day of May, 

when the apple- trees were in bloſſom. The A - 

Poſition of the elements to generate ſnow + | 

| hail during peſtilential periods has alr eady been 


remarked. The ſpring of tro in A merz rica x was 
5 1 FF o „ 1 #4 | 
en ole: ant; ming MS. of Mr. Whitman. 0 


As T760 cant, were ee in Syria, 
and the plague appeared at Aleppo, Jeruſalem, 
and Damaſcus. K. continued to extend and 
iucreaſe until the ſunpmer « of 1762, after which 1 


1 it declined. In Holland and Belgium were 


mall ſhocks 0 ne e 1 Pipes 5 


: oy. 3 


19 ear rthqus akes were ! in mon parts of ? 
Damper, K. STAT 3 STU 5 ar 1 N ; 
Cyprus, dehien bad derb bee flow Fg 
lence for 90 years preceding, loſt 20/000 inha- 
— mme malady, On the firſt appearance 
of the plague in Egypt the magiſtracy pub- 
- liſhed an ordinance to prevent the introduction 
of the diſeaſe by ele, but it 2 of 10 uſe. | 
me diſtaſe was pteceded, as uſyal, by'the the pete- 


Chial fever. * IIIA 1 E 8:3 
A nnn. 


F 
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Hh ; 


wail Intra wet: thin this + Der Der 1% 


rher diſcharge from Veſuvius- A comet Was 
ſeen in January, and à diſtemper 


havoc among horſes 1 in and about Laws: Iv 8 5 


e W was ſuſt by tempeſts. 
| 8 | Ann. Reg. dong os 77. 


be ee of diſeaſe in 1760 iis CEN ; 


hibit themſelves in the Weſt Indies, and the 
ordinary fever of the climate Crs new and 
mal e e peta an e 

Sree) . N 85 1 "0 p. a 
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2 Oleg year 4 . e parts 105 the 
American continent; which had been 
by the meaſles, "began to feel more ſeverely f the” 
n of the epidemic conſtitution. 
In November the town of Bethlem was "Y 
 kailed by an inflammatory fever,” with ſymptoms 


of typhus, which in the oourſe of the following 


winter carried off about forty of the inhabitants. 
The diſeaſe was ny violent, terminating 
on the third or fourth day; in ſome cafes the 


patient died within 24 hours of the attack. It 


| ſcems to have been of that ſpecies of winter 


fever which occurs in peſtilential periods, and 
before mentioned under the year 1698. Dur- 
ing this epidemic a flock of quails flew over 
. is! ab of a houſe in which were ſeveral 


VVV diſeaſed 


* 
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diſeaſed perſons, and Gretel: them. Fall deny on 
the ſpot. This was thought ominous, but was 
a natural event, which may rationally be aſcribed 
to deleterious gas emitted e the e 
of the fick. Can” 


F 


dic aura. a 13 524. iT 


This aifeul was aſcribed. to the oor of 
thegpond, or ſwamp, - mentioned under the year. 
1750. But to this explanation there are ſtron g 
1 i not inſuperable objeftions. 

-Firſt, The fever began in November, but this 
is the month when the marſh fevers of our 
climate diſappear. T doubt whether the effluvia 
from marſhes ever act upon the human body 
ſo as to produce diſeaſe, without a greater degree 8 
of heat than Connecticut ever experiences in 
the month of November. Cold puts an end 

to all marſlni fevers, but this diſeaſe. continued to 
increaſe in December, mu. A not ceaſe till 
late in the winte.. 
Secondly, This diſeaſs. was led: a ee 
pleuriſy; but marſh effluvia are not known to 
produce fevers of that deſcription. They are 
common on high as well as on low grounds, as 

1 can prove by facts in America. | 
_ » Thirdly, There is no neceſſity of 4 pa to 
marſh exhalations for the ſource of this malady. 
In the fame winter and ſpring following the 
| fame PR of fever e in many other 
c Parts | 


5 
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With bf Connecticut, where no marſh exiſted. 7 
In Hartford it carried off a number of 1 = 
men in two or three nds from the attack, 
In North Haven it attacked few perſons, but 
every one of them died. In Eaſt Haven died 
about 45 men in the prime of life, - moſtly 
heads of families. The fame diſeaſe prevailed 
in New Haven nn, the inhabitants d N 
ö ſtudents i os 0 „ 
It is obvious then that this: was e i 
very. well known in fickly periods, and not 
dependent on local caufes: From Dr. Trum- 
bull, of North Haven, 1 bare the tolo wing 
| remarks on the diſeafe.' e 
The blood was very thick 1 50 fry n il 
ding from the noſe, and ſometimes from the 
eyes. The inflammation was violent, and 18870 Fe 
produced delirium. The moſt robuſt bodies 
were moſt liable to the diſeaſe: The free | 
the lancet in the early ſtages of the diſorder 
vas the only effectual remedy; where the phy- 
ſicians were afraid to bleed the patients all died. 
This malady or from Nannen * to 
March ee ge, | 


len- . 


705 * ohe of chem was my paternal uncle. 15 


| 0 Dr. Hugh Williamſon, i in the ſecond a! of _ 
Medical Repolitory, has deſcribed this f pecies of difeaſe, 
1 which, he ſays, often prevails in Carolina in winter, eſpecially _ 


Ang" ""_ who have been affected by bilious fevers in 


— 


vD3 > nw 


derben Way W Vance fince this. period. 
But it is a common 85 


ine after ſiekly 3 2245 in 15 8 murder . 


States "ERA of it occur with wh its Lare 5 8 | 


— if e ever, appear except wh en 26 eſtiler 
al epiae are current in Furman Ad 1 
am bot e ſuſpicions that the dH 
caſioned by marſh effluyia in ſummer ma 
dliſpoſe the ſyſtem to ag tip in winter f 
not neceſſary to product. . 
In March 1761 was mall ſhock. ; 
quake in New England, And the, ran 1 
in Iceland, be pe b Fee. and 
i uth America; 44 '1 155 2 IG; 
In the ſpring of. 1761 4 s influenza, at- 


ed the northern parts of America. In Beth- _ 


25 it was contemporary with the feyer Juſt 


mentioned. In Philadelphia it prevailed in 


the winter, and in Maſſachuſetts in April. From 
1 Yr: Tufts, Aa i tene of medi 


. 


2 


: ry preceding autumn. He 8 that Wee is e uſually 1 
pernicious in that diſeaſe; Perhaps a difference of climates, 
may make different remedies neceſlary. But in different pe- 
riods the ſame diſeaſe may require different treatment. In 
New England that fever has 12 he ogra 10 wy uf 
of t the lancet. i 


ve 8 . * 
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cine in Weymouth, 1 weiche following de- 1 
ſeription of the diſeaſe: een en, 
he diſtemper began n in N and in May . 
it eg an. which proved fatal 
dad over the - whole 5 


With Aa yang a ae head an — 
ſation. of coldneſs, eee. erdet i by great: = 
heat, running at the noſe, and a eee 5 
cough: It continued for eight or ten days, d 
generally terminated by ſweating.” 
In May the aged, who' had before eſcaped, . 
were ſeized with an affection like a flight cold; 
this in a day or two was followed by great 5 
ptoſtration of. ſtrength, a cough, labour f 
breathing, pains about the breaſt, TRE dia, 
and in the limbs, but not acute The coun- 
tenance betrayed no great marks 55 febrile heat. x 
The matter expeRorated was thin, but my. 5 
As the diſeaſe advanced the difficulty of breath- 
ing increaſed, the expectoration Was, Org Gi 
: cult, the matter thrown. off more viſeid; at 
length the lungs appeared | to be fo loaded with. 
| tenacious matter that no. efforts. could dl 
it, and the patient ſunk under it. 4 

The diſorder carried with it binous appear- 
ances; the countenances of ſome” patients were 
of a yellowiſh, hae ;. in, tome, there. was an ap! 
pearance of indifference, 5 ibility, and 


at night a Wag delirium. 15 50 N 
1 = _ = MS. letter from D. Tufts. 5 
1 2 ” Im 
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FOR this RIO? 1761, earth quakes were folt 
* many parts of Europe. —See an account of 


| them in the Annual Regiſter for 1761.— 


| Shocks were alſo felt in the Azores and Weſt In- 
dies. Theſe agitations were prec iſely contem- 

rary with the epidemic catarrh in America. 
| Senroely, any country eſcaped the convulſions of 
ar ß During the peſtilence in een, 
Nenne were HO: 4 7 880 ee 25 e 


WL. 5 
7. — a BL * = 
5 PE. * " 
* 2 * * * 
_- * 
* 


In the 3 of 1761. Phe am . —_— 
infectious bilious fever prevailed i in Charleſtown, 
South Carolina, but I am not poſſeſſed of the 
details. In May happened a moſt extraordinary 
typhon, or whirlwind, which ſwept Aſliley River 
to its battom.. Five veſſels were ſunk and eleven 
| diſmaſted. In Italy a woman was ſuddenly. killed 
*. a. en nde of vapour under her feet. 


: . An. Row 2. 93. 95. CE 


Is America the 3 98 was wt” 1 

In the ſpring of 1762 the influenza, was ep. 
if 4 in Europe. At Edinburgh it appeared 
in April. in a few caſes; ; at Dublin in May, 
and in June was general and ſeyere. It was 


therefore in Europe : a , Fear later than in Ame: 


8 LS 
_"Effays and Obl. Edinburgh. Rutty on Wenter | 
— petals Ong 
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2 Beh Ar Hawks in | 
and in autumn a conſiderable fi. ock in 1 85 n. 
On the 1ith of June was ſeen a' meteor, paff- 
ing from north to ſouth, which met a dark 


Cloud and'exploded. Another, as large as the 
moon and as bright as the ſun, delkendel lowly 7 


on 120 ny of f December, a ng i 


4 
» * 


5 An, BR: n 


1 1762 i ppelted 2 a eher arid i in Anika . 
| the heat and drought exceeded What was ever 
before known. Prom” June to September 22d 

there was ſcarcely a drop of rain; almoſt all 


ſprings were exhauſted, and the nnen occa- 


ſioned by a want of water Was extreme. The 6 


trees of the foreſt appeared as if ſcorched. 


the ee Ln comply in the 1 of London. 
An. Reg. 1762. 


— 


merica the FS fell on the 8th of No- 
vember, and continued till about the 20th of 


March. Theſe extraordinary phenomena were 
followed by. an eruption of A 5 in 1908s of 


three months continuance. 


In the extremely hot ſummer of: 1762 the : 


bill cee plague prevailed 1 in Philadelphia. The 


ſame diſeaſe ſwept away moſt of the troops in 


1 "FR winter following Was equa My remarkable . 
or ſeverity, both in Europe and America. 
The Thames was a highway for « carriages, and Þ 


uw \ 


= = nin to * 1 The as 5 
_ _ raged.in, Conſtantinaple and in Syria, n Fs.” 
Fellow fever ſpread. mortality | in enn 1 „ 0 
8 this year the plague in Alep 5; 

; criſis. n 60 died about 500 nh in, - 

Hs 7 bu 7000; in 168 11,000 ; afte re . „ 
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Ihe Bill of 1 will beſt . ho 
ſeverely the principles of diſeaſe were felt in, 
London, ede, 0 Nubling. ip 176 1. 
by a - Is . 
Ne part of 8 ee pry WEE a | 
ſhare of unuſual mortality in the period be- 
teen 1759 and 1763. In the latter year the, 


bilious plague in Bengal carried off 800 


Europeans and 30,000 natives. In the year? 
preceding, a violent earthquake dare at Ger 15 
fen in the territories of Bengal. Eh 

See hon: p. 82. An. Reg. 1765-1 p. bo. 
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'A 
remarkable day at Detroit and in the vicinity. 
While at dinner the inhabitants found it ne- 
., eceflary to uſe candles; the darkneſs continued 

1185 little intermiſſion ms the whole day: 


Phil. Tranf.” vol. MM: 3, _ wi m. 
"Is: 
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or EPIDEMIC mengen 1 411 0 
pe 00d fatal diſeaſes | 


-Dwing this peſtilential 


d off the cattle on: the continent of Eu- 7 . 


os and Toulon loſt one third of its inhabit . 


Kin b an epidemic... „ ont lt ©; 
| | Ang s p. . fe 
Io iS 5 $3; 41 5 Bo The _ e's, 49337 "At 1 (3 75 771 j} a £5 


The. ſummer. of. 1768 was a. m iſt 9 : 125 
* In Auguſt the. Indians on Nantucket 


*, & BY c 
wa, : 
* 


Were attacked by the bilious plague, and be- 


tween that time and February following their . 
; number was reduced from 358 to 1363 of 238 
who were affected 36, only recovered. The diſ- 


4 


eaſe, began with high, fever, and, ended in ty). 


pPhus in about five days. It appeared to be in- 


fectious among the Indiang only, for no whites. 
atta b ; although, they aſſogiated freely © 
the. diſeaſed. Pexſons of a mixed blood 
vere attacked, but recovered. Not one died 
5 except of full Indian blood. Some Indians who 
lived in the families of the whites eſcaped the 
| diſeaſe, as did a few; that lived, by themſelves - 
on a diſtant part of the iſland. I am informed, 
by reſpectable authority, that a ſimilar fever at- 
tacked Indians on hoard of ſhips at a dliſtance 
of hundreds. of. leagues, vithout wang I ; 
with eee, ms ap J Bo 
In December of e en Reon Ine on | 
: Martha 8 V incyard, diſtant eight leagues from 
5 Nantagkets were. invaded by a like fever; not 
_ family eſcaped, A 52 eee, 
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In this inſtance diſcaſe Aifscrininsted : 
Sep between the whites and Tudians, ' as in 
1797 it did between men and cats, and as 
ecxactly as the plague in Egypt between the 7 
Ixaelites and Egyptians. | 
Some ſuſpicions were ſuggeſted that the dif- 
ceaſe at Nantucket might have been received _ 
from a fhip'which put in there with fick paf- 
ſengers from Ireland bound to New York ; but 
| there is no foundation for this opinion, as the 
diſorder broke out before the arrival of the ſhip. 
** ''? See Phil. Tran, and Lond. Mag. 1764. Hil. Col- 
„ e Fes * b aan n wh 


#3 ** I E 0 


a 


mY 1764, juſt el the fatal [peſtilence among 


| the Indians, a ſpecies of large fiſh, called ble 


l, thirty of which would fill a barrel, and 
which were before caught in great numbers on 
every ide of Nantucket, ſuddenly diſappeared, 
to the great loſs of the inhabitants. Wee 

ha PRIN or migrated " is not known.” 


Hiſt Col. 3. 156. 8 a 


In ee the” year” 1765 was TOR 
ou! diſeaſes among various ſpecies of animals. 
In Denmark an epidemic catarrhal diſorder 
affected horſes. * In Madrid a peftilence among 
Hogs ſwept away multitudes; 900 died in one day. 

| 15 Genen the poultry perithed in a ſimilar man- 
hi ny” horſes and ſwine fell victims to i 
Z the 


E 
L 5 


or EPIDEMIC, DISEASES. a 5 


che peſtilential principle. In France horſes ant” 
mules—in Sweden ſheep, horſes, and horned 
cattle, e under . the influence. of the 
e cauſe. 


See Rath on ; Weather. | | 


ue Gaiatet was e for Ball av 
one of which totally ruined thirty-ſix villages in 
Maconnois in France. See the account of theſe _ 
and the earthquakes i in that year in the Aunual _ 
_ Chronicle. Hail ſtones fell of ſizes 
from three to ten inches in circumference.” Theſe 
ſtorms were numerous, and many fire balls fel! 
in England. In Sweden was ſeen a globe of 
- fire or meteor. Theſe hail ſtorms occurred 
about the time of the eruption of Etna. In 
1764 was another eruption of the fame volcano- 
In moſt parts of Europe this period of peſti- 
lence appears to have been cloſed with. the years 
1762 and 3. But in Naples ſpread a malignant 
ſever in 1764, preceded by famine, by which 
_ diſeaſe it was ſuppoſed 200,000 people periſhed 
in that kingdom. The diſtemper was marked 
by petechiz and glandular tumours, and was, in 
fact, a mild ſpecies of plague. The ſeaſon was 
exceſſively ou and bath biliogs "mr 1 8 
- in i LO = | 


Lind. 189, 121. 5 
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occurred a degree bf cold in Eng and, which W 
rarely known in that country. The mereury 
fell to 7 by Farenheit's ſcale, and in one place 

within the ball. A remarkable high tide in 
China in the month of May ſyept W a whole : 
b> ag vs worn in not ane i 
. . e 54 12. oe MIC en. pe 6, * BY 


; Tc 0 the 8 . f 3 5 
| 4 ſeries of dyſenteries in the hot ſummers of 
4765 and 1766. In 1765 the malignant dyſen- 
tery raged in Berne and other parts of Switzer- 
land, 1 In Sw ö ia 
was, in many caſes, ſudden, ſays Zimmerman, a 
without any preceding ſymptom; but more 
generally its approach was indicated by chills, 
aſſitude, and other premonitory ſigns. In its 
pProgreſs it exhibited moſt, of the ſymptoms: of 
the yellow fever of America. It was preceded 
by a 8 fever, which yielded to the dyſentery 


| Inouye: 


* 
— 


fee Zimmerman on the kae, paſſim. | 


*% : 2 E 3 * 1 SS © Sg #4 E 


This PER, was followed by a violent hs 
; malignant pleuriſy—a circumſtance that indi- 
"cates its alliance with the peſtilential fever of 


and in Auſtria. The inyaſion 


America, and probably of all temperate climates, 


which is alſo ſucceeded DF, a or TE 37 
LP RE in Winter. => 


In 1765 were many earthquakes 3 in Yeahs apd 


5 eden, and a volcanic eruption at Truxillo, in ; 
| : Fo „ | Spaniſh : 


# 


or #vrvmntre diduavs. Hi © 


” Spanilt / ek” os Dyſente y 


od 


Georgia were univerſal. 


In 1766 the ſummer was every like vial ad i 
in Europe exceſſively dry. In Germany e 


Rhine was lower than in the terrible drought of 
1476, and in many places was forded. In Scot- 


land people were compelled to kill their cattle 

for want of fodder. "The heat and drought 
Fee great hail ſtorms, and in autumn were a 
by inundations, one of which, at 


7 8 ; prevailed in 6 | 
land, and intermittents in N Ivania and z 


Mouth," in France, ſwept away 1200 houſes. 


Terrible tempeſts marked the year, and in Ye 5 


Weſt Indies, thoſe hurricanes which lay the 
iſlands waſte,” and are recorded among the 
memorabilia of the climate. In the ſpring 


appeared a comet, and in Auguſt the planet 
Mars was nearer to the earth than it had been 


* 


4 


for many ages, by the difference of two millions. 


of miles. 


The winter preceding this remarkable ſummer = 


vas extremely cold in Europe. At Ratiſbon, 
Reaumur's thermometer was two degrees lower 


than in the noted year 1709, and birds periſhed | 


with cold. At Naples the ſnow lay in the ſtreets 
to tlie depth of eighteen inches, and Veſuvins 


began to diſcharge ſmoke, the harbinger of an 


_ explofion. At Liſbon, *Reaumur's thermometer 


was 31 degrees below the point of freezing, and 
at Madrid ge 9 0 on the nves. 


* 4 . 1 N ; 
„ 
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- Theſe remarkable phenomena ——— TP 
45 attended a general diſcharge of fire and lava 
„ the three well-known volcanoes, Etna, 5 
Veſuvius, and Heckla, which took place we: 
1766. This is one of the few inſtances on 
| record in which all theſe volcanoes have been 
| in eruption nearly at the ſame time. The erup- 
tion of Heckla continued from April to Sep- 


EET tember. . Theſe phenomena account for the 
&. | 

| 1 e drought in Europe. ea. 

5 ee 1766, Sinclar Scotland. 


1 ; 5: 1 5 
: £7 thisy year, 1766, was an 1 in New LO 
„ England, and a violent ſhock at Conſtantinople. 
| . Vegetation failed in ſome parts of Europe and 
America, and corn was very ſcarce in Italy, 
Great Britain, and the Carolinas. In 1767 a2 
ol milian L was ce in Rugland for im- 


95 er 176, p. 101. * 5 
. am 1 th ſurpriſe t to ere Ea uni- 
3 verſally crops fail about the time of. . | 
| volcanic eruptions. 
0 The winter of 1765-6 was. not. pg: in 
America, and there was little ſnow; but in this 1 
remarkable period, as in many others, the ſexerit 
of the ſeaſons mend 4 in de one ** ear 
: before] ir did in eee 10 | 


| : . C 1 
a 6 be 3 „ . 3 
: 8 1 1 7 6 4©.% WS. ae a $ 
s Es * * 3 . * » * 1 
* FI * 
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40] 05 1766-7 was terribly FOR 10 
boch \ ee The cold was as intenſe as | 
in 1740; the Rhine at Cologne became a bridge 
of ice, and ſupported artificers at their labours as 
in 1670. In Italy the poor crouded to the cities 
for aid, and periſhed with dei In Nuſſia both 
rich and poor periſhed. W olves became rave- 
nous, entered towns; and deſtroyed people. Tn 
England the larks took refuge in hay-carts and 
the market; the ſnow fell to the depth of man 
feet, and buried thouſands of ſheep. In America - 
the cold was very ſevere; for at Brandywine te 
mercury, in Farenheit, fell to 20 below cypher— _ 
an unexampled degree of cold in that latitude: 
In J anuary happened a thaw, whieh broke up 
the rivers in eme and. left e 01g 
bridge over the rivers. te 3% 78 


£7 


The cold of 1767-8: . 10 3 3 8 
ſevere than in 1740, and withit 4 degree of eng 
in 1709. In Conſtantin ino le * and hail felt 
as late as March 16th. | 


An. Regiſ. en $25 54 are, and a 156, 5 
a BB: 101. | © 0p D 8 


1 1 _ es 0 1 in ute „ 
and diſeaſes among horſes in New England and 
New e The ſummer was remarkable for 

il . Cephalonia was ruined by an 
earthquake and. Veſuvius, fro 
vor. 1. eee e ee 


OO — — -_— — 


— 4 


8 


Ha n ceaſed 
1 r ſcoriz, ones, and einders. Mor ö 


Au. Reg. 1767, 1427151. GEE Art, Veſuvius. 0. 


1 Jo: autumn 1769 nee a col 
: the 3d of June; tl 
; New England, 4 


%a Ae fwwkes, and 


EP EAMEET 1 / >» Þ. 1 


: Shes deter of 1768 was hobiia: ate: 4 


7 bees eaterpillats in ſuch numbers as to 
devour the gtaſs in the ſields at Northampton i 8 
Maſſachuſetts. Some dyſenteries appeared, and 

4 geb the en, 10 


throat of horſes. 
ee e eee bea Adad. vol $29 
bie! * mne Alea year were eke 5 
r tempeſtuous weather and hail; both ſummers 


weretibt! In Janbary 176g fell two fire-balls in 
England; ut Amiens, in France, a man; his 


horſes, were killed in the field by a a 


_ ſudden diſcharge of - ſubterranean vapour; a 


violent tempeſt in Virginia, in September, 3 0 


up trees, ſtranded ſhips, and demoliſhed houſes. 


Bagdat in Perſia was almoſt ruined by an earth- 
quake, and Cuba was deſolated by a hurricane 
in 1768. . laſt wee in n were 


. 


* Oi 7 Tis | — 47 f OE FIRE. 2 1 „„ Fr 


nets. HEY FR 
Venus paſſed over the ſun's, diſk, on 
ere was a ſmall eka in 
ant a great. tempeſt. Among 
the ate in America is mentioned a fatal 


TE angina, EY 


or Ertbruie bier asl. b 4¹ | 


angina in Boſton and othei: towns; but 1 am not 

furniſhed; with its hiſtory... The ſame diſtempet 
prevailed at Jamaica in Wenk n . hes 
enen a 0. „„ 
5 e f ki daten, Fa; 1 45 OY A. 


Þ he incaſles; e in America, but 1 191 | 
no details of its origin and progreſs. The 
oy ſentery was epidemic wt New F 

In Holland 32, 000 cattle periſhed by a peſt ; 
lential diſtemper. Great ſiekneſs prevailed in 
Rome, and. in America ſome caſes of canine 


madneſs. on. 3 
„ As. Reg 2 166. 


: 0 


i «Aly 1700 is 4 ones there _ . 
an eruption of Veſuvius in that year, and ano 
ther in 1771. Flames ſued from. Heckla in 


1771 and 9, but no lava. An earthquake was 


felt in New England in 1771, and Italy was 
repeatedly haken. On the. 17th Wu gt _ 
ſeen a meteor, or globe of fire. : 
Theſe two years were diſtinguiſhed by * 
1 moſt violent earthquakes, ſtorms, rains, and 
| inundations, accounts of which fill the Gazettes 
'of thoſe years. In 1770 the floods in England, 
Holland, and France, exceeded any that could 
be recollected. In France the vintage was 
greatly injured. In 1771 the territory of Hon- 
| duras was s waſted by locuſts and famine: 
4 e n 1 v . 
„ | * * 


5 420 ; <P ah; A vRtne morony | 


P willed 1771 great rains continued to occafion 
tt 3 In Virginia a flood, in the Rappahan- 
nock, filled the warehouſes and ruined the 
6058 which occafioned public prayers to be 
ordered. Similar inundations happened in 
Germany. 
There were "earthquakes f in Hiſpaniola, St. 
Maure, England. and in Ternate, a Molucca 
| iſland, where was an eruption of fire. 


Gem. . Mag. An: | Regil, 4770 and *. 


In 1771 a orbit diſtemper . avay great 
numbers of foxes i in America. fy 
i Mem Am. Acad. 1 i. $29. 


6 * 0 the harveſt ea z a in ; Sardinia, 
2 Holland, Flanders, and ſome parts of En gland, 
the cattle were ſwept away by an infectious 

diſeaſe. The number that had periſhed in Hol- 


land was ſtated, in e 1771 to amount 5 


to 17¹5 TR. 


4 a 5 


An. Bei. 1771, 147- 


"_ iii the e in 1770, made I 
great havoc, and one thouſand bodies were, for 
ſome time, buried daily. In 1771 this malady 


prevailed in Poland and Ruſſia, and 200, 000 


people periſhed. © The number that 1 in bean 
. Fultian dominions » was s 62, 000. In 


An. Reg, 1772, BY 


or EP lle DISEASES: 


In the Faſt Indies the" ' diſorders. of he ele- = 


ments, at this period, produced effects fill more 
deplorable. The exceſſive heat and want of 


rain, which uſually prectde or attend the approx- 
imation of comets and voleanic eruptions, 
occaſion - à failure of crops in countries where 
the grain, which is the principal food of the 
inhabitants, depends on water from'inund: tion. | 
Such 1 is the fact in India An n where 1 rice 
is the great article of food. ' e oh 

The heat and drought of 2766 cut bort 1196 5 


rice erops in the territories of the Ganges. "The. 


conſequence was a famine, which, in 1770, 
deſtroyed incredible numbers of the natives. 5 
Ihe ſtreets were filled with dead carcaſſes, and 
fuch numbers were thrown into the river as to 
render the water and the fiſh unfit for uſe. In 
1771 diſeaſe was added to the calamities of the 
miſerable inhabitants, a million of whom v were . 
. to FR a the bilious plague. | . 
"0 Gr a6 Art. air 
ot 1770 he at Ge was filled 
= elouded with flies of a large kind, which 


2 


never deſcended to the earth, but came ſo hear 


that they could be diſtinguiſhed with glaſſes 
is remarkable that the appearance of theſe ani- 
mals was contemporary with the millichs of 


worms which over-ran the northern diſtriéts of 8 i 


America. The bramins mentioned that u 
ff... i . ſimilar 


— 


0 A Ways in Chas, RIS 160,000 1 lives in 


, T7 


"hat nn 3 aut: 150 Fears 
before; if fo, that muſt have occurred during | 
the peſtilence ORE The: TI in Aehchie icy 
. 1618 to 1622. . 
At this time alſo N & iſeaſe nan the 
potatoes in Scotland, which has been gradually 
xtending itſelf to this time, The leaves con- 
tract and ſhrivel, and juſt below the ſurface of 


the earth there appears on the ſtalk a ſcar of 


ſome length, or groove, corroded through the 
rind, of the colour of ochre. The fruit on wo 


N . is RO as of an unpleaſant taſte. 


0 8 5  Sinclaip's Scotland. ii. 7. 


i 6 1771, anginas, in ſome parts of Ameri ca 


. pecaſioned a conſiderable mortali ity. 


. 
- 
4 


0 5 | 8 . e in N. Haven. 5 
- Catarch prevailed in 177, but was epidemic 


| in American: 4779; The wintergof 1771-2 was 
very ſevere. in Europe. In America the month 
of March 1772 was diſtinguiſhed for great falls 
- 7 16 mow, beyond what was ever before known. 


hemia it was computed that 168, 000 per- 
in that year by epidemic diſeaſes. 


. . rer FE Go Cy + 8 2 
e 48 for 1972, 15% and 1773 Jeg. | 


8 5 1770, 5 th the clots of 


| vn India, 4 and the wee among men and 
: 5 5 cattle # 
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2 * 
£5 .. 2 


cattle in W apy 8 ien à black 
worm about an inch and a bale — which of 
oured the graſs and corn. Never Was u 
: more ſingular phenomenon. Theſe animals 
were generated ſuddenly in the northern States 


of America, and almoſt covered two or three 


hundred miles of country. They all moved 
nearly in one direction, and when they were 


- interrupted by fi urrows in ploughed land they 


fell into them in ſuch numbers as to form 
heaps. They ſought ſhelter in the graſs, a hot 
fun being fatal to them. They diſappeared ſud- 


denly about the FI. of Tune, and e 5 


Le July. : 


New ' England F F emer, e are. ma.” 


3 OY OP» : 


* 


| This wakes of worms has been 6 flew at other | 
times, and eſpecially in 1791, in great multi- 
tudes. No account can be given of their 
origin, and they ſeem not to have regular 


periods of return. In July 179¹ the late 


Sovernor Huntington, a gentleman of careful 

obſervation, informed me, he had expoſed ſome 

_ of. theſe, animals to a hot ſun, on a. dry board, 
and in a few. hours found them diſſolved into 


mere water. They ſeem to be generated by 5 f 


ſome elemental proceſs, and to be the harbin- 
gers of peſtilence; at leaſt they, have en 
; ili W. Am erica. 9 70 * . . E 


=—Y 244 „ „ * * 


— eo oct aac . 3 5 ol 
4 ” 
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at 


ditan | ts. : 


mo ö 53 Ar HISTORY: 
1 1772: prevailed in 


Wa pkg which was attended. or. followed | 
by meaſles in all parts of the country, and of 


unuſual malignancy. In Loy 7m, n : 
e Has 8 or 900 children. SEA: 
B14 5 | 5 B e Pri oa. . 


5 4 8 ns RS» allo at Weliflect.c on 
| Ge Cod, which FROM off 40 of the: inha⸗ | 


* * 
1 


Hit, Cal 5 ill. 118. 


> 


The ene in Bohemia has been already 


ö mentioned, and the ſickneſs i in London appears N 


by the Bills of Mortality, | 
This year, 1772, was diſtinguiſhed by a great 

hurricane in the Weſt "RES like thoſe of 1766 

. 17M. „ 


: 4 


Ann neil . 140, 5, 


The anginas ; of the preceding year in Ame- 
| Fica continued to prevail in this year. 

The winter of 1772-3 was moderate i in Eng- 
nad but on the continent more ſevere. In 
F ebruary occurred in America a remarkable 
day, full known 34 the name ah the n 
E 

The year ths was Ala every where 5087 
In America the meaſles finiſhed its courſe, _ 
as followed by diſorders in the throat. After 
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maine left the 


fever, which in ſome caſes proved fatal. Thoſe 
who ſurvived lay ill a long time, troubled with 
an exceſſive expectoration. It ſeemed as if the 
patient diſcharged the amount of his weight. 

But the moſt mortal diſeaſe was the cynanche 
trachealis. An general there was little canker, 


e patient, came on 2 ſeconda rx 


but an extreme difficulty of breathing, the 3 5 


patient being nearly ſuffocated with a tough _ © 
mucous or ſlime, which no medicine could at- 
tenuate. or diſcharge, and which finally proved 
fatal. All medical aid was fruitleſs, and ſcarcely 
a child that - was eee in Lene to; A hy 
farvived. 55 Epic 
This diſeaſe was ſpeed ily. followed, in as 5 
places, by the dyſentery of a peculiarly malig- 
nant type, occaſioning mortification on the third 
day. — This diſeaſe was prevalent and fatal at 


Faſt Haven in Mann nf oo in Salem in 
Maſſachuſetts. | ; 


2 7 lauer, from: * Trambull a and Dr. Holyoke. - 


"In Ph iladelphi ia the mites as in March, 
attended with effloreſcence about the neck ; at 


the ſame time catarrh, which could . be 
neee Sy om ae meaſles. 


- Ruſh's Works, vol. 2. 2 . 
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Genen with theſe diſbaſes in Ameries ö | 
ow the finall | oy and a fatal lever 1 in ſome | 


U : 
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oy _ —— * 
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T 80,000 people in . h Aa toun in FM fia, 
near the Euphrates. . 


| The Fear 

preceding, but the ſcarlatina anginoſa began 
- to ſhew itſelf in Edinburgh, and in ſome parts 
of e eſpecially at New Vork and Phi- 


4. Cd 2 e which e 


In this year an 1 funk the town of 
Cuddle New Spam. {+ il tes hap 7 
1774 was more healthy hom: the 


0 dhe 4th: of "an was a fall 9 


* 3 1.94 deten Commentaries. 


"The 159 5 we 1994.5 's * on 1 continent 


of Europe with unuſual ſeverity. The rivers 
in Germany were frozen early in December, 
| and there was deep ſnow at Bologna in Italy, 
in October, But in England the winter was 
F not e inſtance which is ſometimes ob- 

ſerved in both hemiſpheres, that cold and. falls 
of 12 run in yeins*. . 


An. eit 3775 1. 22d 1774 173. 


. 1775 happened a great eruption. of fre 


from A voleano in Guatimala. 5 | 
| 05 An. Regil. 1775- . 


1 


THT oo” A 1 has Ga the laſt winter, 

— 798-9; ; the weather being very cold, with immenſe quan- 
| tities of ſnow, on the Atlantic ſhore, but. more mild in 
| Canpda and the weſtern ey. _ l the 6g * Winter. 
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or EPIDEMIC DISEASES. 


he 1 mer Was + diflinguitheds for 

: na! lightning r ee aro 
A halo aud rich 8 ee AR 4 
land, and a metcor: was ſeen in New” Haven, - 
Connecticut, which diſſipated withont a e ee 
In Sweden and England the ſummer was dry. 
In Holland happened a great tempeſt and 4 vigh | 
"fie on the hank of Koa Rr: 


vis 3 


a Bikes tine: epidemic marzo - 
ceded by mild ferene weather. 
In America . prevatled eee al L 

5 with conſiderable mortality. It was in ſome 
_ caſes attended with petechie. It ſeems to have 
_ invaded all the northern parts of America, and 
in many places it continued to be current with 


. dyſentery for three years, as in Middleton on 


Connecticut river. In other e it 25 ET 
in Ws An winter. | | 


Letter from Dr. Betts, of Northwalk, and Deir | 
of Deaths in Middletown. | 1 


7 ; 
- 


| This rügen wad Kenn) to aer com- 
. with great agitations of the elements 
in 1769 and 1770, and to have been firſt mani - 

feſted in the drought and famine in India, the 
plague in Turkey; and the inſects and diſeaſes 
among cattle in Europe and America, #6 which 
may oy added anginas. The proceſs was 85 


by 


= 


— BRIEF HISTORY >) 


| ne with: bes influenza, anginas, and 
cloſed by a ſeries of moſt fatal dyſentery. 
In 17775 an eruption. of water took P's 
from Mount Etna ; Lip 
: Ran Fe FRY 
N e art. Voleano, and Drei. 


1, a Mt ery | 


In this Ou! began or very. much dtn 15 
the mildew of oats in Montquitter in Scotland. 
About the beginning or middle of Auguſt the 

plant aſſumes a fiery red colour, then black 
| ſpots burſt forth near the roots, and afcend to 
the fibres that ſupport the ear, circulation then 
. ceafes, and the grain advances no further to- 
wards perfection. Sometimes it yields a little | 
fruit, at other times none. This diſeaſe of the 
oats ſtill continues to be very injurious to the 

_ | pariſh; but in 1789, a year of unuſual commo- 

tions in the elements in the north of Europe, as 


will be hereafter related, it ſpread to a greater | 


extent than had been before known. This 
- phenomenon has been the ſubje& of great re- 
fearch among farmers and philoſophers, but no 
w nete cauſe has yet been diſcovered. 55 
. 5 ' Sinclair's Scotland. vol, 6. 2m it 


A is beneide that he prim in Amis | 
| began to auth * . about this period; 
5 . . NEE ED, 2 FA and 8 
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and near the fame tine thi: bk, inſet firſts ap- 
rene on Long Iſland. 40 ie 8h 
\ I would juſt: 9 We he diſeaſe among 
1 oats, and the death of the prim, with the 
vheat- inſect, may be new phenomena in the 
natural world, or certain revolutions which 
unuſual cauſes 88 have e in ee 5 
and vegetable life. b 11699 1225 Ae pe” 
About this time, for hs year! is 0 ok 
ected, there was an eruption of fire at Derby 
in Connecticut, a few/ rods from Naugatuch 
River; the only inftance ever known in that 
place. It happened on a ſteep bank, where it 
made a large excavation in the earth, throwing 
trees and ſtones to ſome e A light was 
ſeen on the ſpot in the evening before the ex- 
ploſion. It was accompanied with a loud re- 
port, and ſome foſſil ſubſtances were ejected, 
which were examined by Dr. Monſon of New 
Haven, and found to contain arſenic and tab | 
FP Y ft | 
In 1776 alſo dee” ws hid of n 
oyſters. in the harbour of Wellfleet, on Cape 
Cod, twenty leagues ſouth of Boſton. - Theſe 
5 oyſters had been in great plenty, and furniſhed | 
the inhabitants with no ſmall portion of food; 
but in this year, from ſome unknown cauſe, T 
they ſickened and periſhed, and have ev 
ing n in that Wen „ „ gs 
Hit. col. oa 35 119. 5 
Darin 


1 F | 
NL: 5 


tad untzr ursronr 


ITY this ſickly period alſo the ke on 
the ſhores of Connecticut were in an unhealthy Th 
ſtate, and ſometimes: On Cad in er | 
N who ate of . . 5 
It is remarkable, that i in 1776 the Jobfiers i in 
the vicinity of York Ifland all diſappeared; 
this event has generally been aſcribed to the 
= firing of cannon during the military operations 
= in that neighbourhood. But the place where 
= they lived being many miles. from the Britiſh 
_ thipping, this explanation is not ſatisfactor y- 
It is more probable that they perithed, "Op. 
abandoned their ground, on account 6 * 1185 
| | ſtate of their element. e 
| T̃ be winter of 1776 was ſevere in Beko: the 
= ls exceeding that of 1740. In Denmark 
the Sound was frozen, aud croſſed on . | 
| The Fans was alſo! Ten” * 


a Reg. e 116. 


FLILS 


. : 1 1 


The * of 1276 was. PER in Atherioh, 
and in the northern States rainy. The dyſen- _ 
tery was prevalent in all parts of the country, 
and was terribly fatal to the American troops at 
New Vork and Ticonderago. I was at the lat- 
ter place in October, and witneſſed the ravages 
of the diſeaſe. Of thirteen thouſand: e d it 
Vas ſaid that one half were unfit for e duty. 
It has been cuſtomary to aſcribe the Nabe 
lence of this mortal diſeaſe to infection ſpread 


, 


han the, ſoldiers. who returned. home 1 the - 


armies... It is certain that the diſeaſe was thus © 5 
introduced into particular families; but infec- 


tion was the ſmalleſt among the ag of the 
epidẽmic. In moſt. places it originated without 


any communication from the army, and I was 


à witneſs: to ſuch. inſtances. The diſeaſe was 
the effect of a ee ale of the OR 
aided by the ſeaſons. | "i Lots: 

To prove how. OW EY is ; this e cles” 
the diſeaſe originated i in the army alone, aud 
ſpread from that, as from a en it . * 
ſufficient to mention to facts. 

The firſt is, that this epidemic. commenced. in 
1 17 73, two years before the war, in which year 
it was more malignant and fatal in ſome places 
than in any ſubſequent year. Witneſs New 


0 Haven, Laſt Haven, and Salem, in Aan 


chuſetts. 1 
In 1776 a 3 fact e . 
one hundred men belonging to Danbury in 
Connecticut went to join the army on Lake 


Champlain, they performed their duty, and 


all returned, in good health. While they were 
abſent the dyſentery in vaded the town, and 
Carried off more than one hundred of the inha» 


bitants. In this inſtance not a ſoldier relayed 


from the army until the diſeaſe had ſubſided. 

The ſecond fact is, that the ſame diſeaſe has 
before, aged, gener ally in Ani, eee 
0 1 „ 
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"| allies of plies Wine g the 


„ 


To epidemic : at- Geotgetown' in Maryland, in 1 793, 
3 Derby i in 1794, and at Newhaven in 1 795. 
In an eſpecial manner I ought to mention the 
dliſtreſſing dyſentery between 17 49 and 1733, a 
time of profound peace, when not a ſoldier was 
' feen in the country; a period when the diſeaſe 
Vas as mortal and as general as between 1773 
and 1777. A like epidemte prevailed in many 
countries in Europe at the ſame Gn - 5 


I have alſo taken pains to enquire of pliy- | 


i 305455 in the country as to the propagation of 
the diſeaſe from the army, J am informed that 


the diſeaſe was as fatal in villages, where no 
intercourſe was had with the troops, as where 


there was intercourſe.” It is further to be ob- 
ſerved that the dyſentery was then, as it al- 
ways is in country towns, where no artificial 


cauſes exiſt to augment its violence, moſt pre- 
valent among old people and children, who 
have leaſt intercourſe with an "RY and ee 
r perſons. 

The acquieſeence of all Salons of men, 
[tonnes and unlearned, in the opinion that epi- 
demic diſeaſes are to he aſcribed ſolely to infec- 
tion or ſpecific contagion, has proved extremely 
injurious to philoſophy and to medicine. The 
diſeaſe is infections, but it - originates in any 
place, in particular ſeaſons, whether in peace 
or n and ends at the command of the ele- 


. 1 „ men 


or Br 10 Bien erä. 


ments and ſeaſons It "ceaſed at tlie date of 
1777, in the army as well us country,” without 
any effort to cheek it. which ima wet mn” mis 
in prece ng eas“. ye oh l ie 

In 1777 there was 41 . l anette! in Us" 
interior of England, and the London Bill of 
0 Mortality was Higher than viſual. A volcano in 

Ferro diſcharged diſcoloured water, but no lava: 
The ſimmer of 1778 was excefflvely liot in 


America, and feyers of a typhus kind were 


| prevalent. In Philadelphia an infectious bilious 
fever appeared in ſunimer and AO aſter £ 
rhe Britiſh ">, left the ap", | 


"Kut, vol 3 162... p : 8 


1 ee ks, 75 year was more 
healthy than the preceding ſummers. 1255 


In this year the plague was ſevere in Con- : 
| ſtantinople. Oo: was pr eceded 4 * a Kent earth- 
SIE.” So 5 
An. N 05 1758. ? 


* ei in l hats ee was denſe to 5 
perform a tour of military duty at New York, during the re- 


volution war, He was ſo much terrified with the apprehen- 
| ſion of carching the dyſentery in the army that he hired ano- 


ther man as a ſubſlitute. The latter went to New York, 
performed the duty, and returned in health. The drafted 
man remained at hame, was ſeized mmm 2 ſhort 

rime age and died! EE Tos ; I, 


— 


* 2 — 
f ” ; - 
wt * r 3 5 . p { F N 
n 5 By 4 . ES; - EE Z +: : ; . 7 ; 3 . 
” 44 „ * , - 


mrorony 


In thi Une year an e angina was. 5” 
£ mortal at Mancheſter in England. | 
In the beginning of the winter 3 
1778 there occurred ſome cold weather, but the 
___ _ latter part was the mildeſt ever known. In Fe- 
. bruary 1779 many people along Connecticut 
mier ploughed their fields, and in Pennſylvania. 
te peach bloſſomed. The ſummer following 
was one of as healthieſt ever api in Ame- 
rica. | 


E 


In Auguſt 1779 CTC! . ee 21 


eruption of: Veſuvius ; and about the ſame time 
the ſhips of Capt. Cook, then in a high northern 
latitude, between Kamſchatſka and America, 
were covered with aſhes, which were ſuppoſed to 


. diſcharged from a volcano on the neigh- 


bouring continent. In the ſucceeding winter 
TR the 15 0 of Perſia, Was laid in ruins ; 


wenden, art. . Veſuvins "vole wenge. 1 115. | 


„ 


| The winter following theſe eruptions - and 
commotions was one of the ſe ereſt on record, 2D 
like thoſe of 1642 and 1741. From November 
25th to the middle of March, the cold was ſe- 
: 55750 and almoſt uninterrupted. The following 
was: the ſtate of the mercury by Farenheits 
Hats in 2 225 d = e nent 
2 35 5 
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3 105 1 28 oaboye eyph. E E En 


at ſun riſe. 2, 7 below. 
| 115 a4 above. 
iis {6.400 Ga 
oh 9 ditto. - 
8 1 below. 
ich e af 5 above. 
10 19 ditto. 
12 11 ditto... 
13 8 ditto. 


ps 
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16 10 ditto. 
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1 18 12 above. 
i9 15 below. 
20 6 above 


M 6 below: © 4d 
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The mean temperature of Ja auuary at un- 
was 4, almoſt 205 below the uſual temperature 


of the. fame month. 


* 


2 


FIN 7 8 
1 2, "FE. 5 
* 


1% . 5 26v), lo ConneBtieu Courant, January, 1710. 


BS mis ſevere cold not "ow the rivers but 
the harbours and bays in the United States, as 
far ſouthward as Virginia, were faſt bound 
with ice. Loaded fleds paſſed from Staten Iſland 
to New York; the Sound between, Long e 
and the main land was frozen into a ſolid high- 

F F 2. | 


7 : : way, 


* 


4 Vs 


3 


N Sher ic . peil its” in brekdth: 
| Cheſapeak Bay, at Annapolis, where! the breadth 


is five miles and an half, ſuſtained alſo loaded | 
carriages The birds that winter in the northern 
climates, as robins, quails, and” fmall birds, 


almoſt aff perified; and in the ſacceeding. 
ſpring a fey-ſolitary watblers on 
n 3 EE e „ 


v were heard in 


The ſnow was wearly es feet deep MPO 
America for at leaſt three months. The winter 


was ſevere in Europe alſo; and on the 14th of 


January: the. mercury 2 Glan, fell to 46? 


On vB . of day, 1780, + a day | 
of ſingular darkneſs in New England, and it. 


extended as far ſouth as the middle States. The 
- heavens were obfeured with a vapour or cloud, 

| of a yellow colour, or faint red. The cloud 
which occaſioned the principal darkneſs paſſed _ 


over Connecticut about the hours of nine and 


Eng ee q 


| the greateſt ting a „ was eee ler ; 


to enable perſbns to read. The atmoſphere had 
been, for ſome days before, filled with vapour. ; 


+; þ 


9 5 „ 0 Mew: An. Acad. vol. i. wh 


3 
» 


| oY the ſame 4 that this Attic vajoar'd overs 
bred feverat hundred miles of country in 


America, Etna began to diſcharge lava from a 
new mouth, between two and three miles from 


the - 


OF EPIDEM: © DISEASES. 
of @ quarter of «ile n breadth, hy" in 40 ow ws 
days ran fourteen miles. Violent W gn ; 

N ccompanied and followed the eruption. © 
- The coincidence of theſe events, in peilt of 
time, well deſerves notice. The great diſcharges 
from Veſuvius and avoleano DN tie | 
1 1779, the terrible darth 
and eruptions of fire that followed, Tay, per- 

Haps, lead us to à rational ſolnicw of the 8 | 
nomenon of "the dark. way,” "Ow Has 8 
enn Se Ore pa ined.” ere HRT eld Ef. ES 


ures” er ie OR es, 


The plague broke "ok in PROT in the 
| Sing © of 1750, but 1 RE: no account. of * 5 
ken e | 
The ur was. cool 8 G. os RG 
complaints were prevalent among children, ſays 
Dr. Ruſh, vol. i. 123. The ſummer: following 7 
was hot, and bilious remittents were prevalent 1 in 
Philadelphia, accompanied with ſuch acute pains | 
in the back, hips, and neck, 8s 0 e we. 
name of the breal-bone fever. 8 
In the midſt of ſummer, but I do _ ——_— 1 
the preciſe day, appeared about the ſun the moſt 
ſingular halo which 1 ever beheld. 1 wrote A 
iel, account of it at the time, but Fe Is 


Dung, ang T war not attempt to deten 
| 2 "P F 3. TY hn or 5 / 5 
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8 e [os Haloes are among the moſt 
certain forerunners of tempeſtuqus weather, 
On the 2d of October the Leeward Weſt India, 
Iſlands experienced a moſt dreadful hurricane; 
and on the 11th the Windward Iflands'were . 
almoſt laid waſte by a ſimilar calamity. Barba- 
does, which is leaſt ſubjeR to theſe tempeſts, was 
nn with ruins, and it was baten 
that 6000 ſouls periſlied. Houſes, plantation- 
buildings, - wharfs, piers, ſhipping, were all de- 
ſtroyed. It is related that, during the dee 
| ſome of the iſlands experienced earthquakes,” 


Courant, Dec. 4.3 ht 9 55 9 t ; Jan. 25 
8 1 


78 4 dri are occaſioned by iſcharges of 
electricity, ſome trembling of the earth almoſt 
always attends thoſe which are violent, and 

flaſhes of fire are viſible. Indeed the atmoſphere 

appears to be a ſheet of fire. Similar diſcharges 

' 6t electricity attended the tempeſtuous earth- 

quake which deſtroyed Nicomedia in 358. The 

ſame took place in the earthquake which de- 
feated FJulian's attempt to rebuild Jeruſalem in 

362. The ſame took place in the terrible hall 

ſtorm in Egypt, during Pharoah's reign. A 

- fimilar inſtance will be hereafter related to Rey 

Fog 455 15 in Italy 3 in 1785%, 


t Har ford, July. 3th, the mi ed 11 
A. M. was at 102; at 2 P. M. 99 two 1 higher 


than it * * ra. 
The 


. 1 RVIDENIO, DISFASES. 


The canker worm made exte five. Tavages 
== che. period = I ahbe, ſtate their riſe 
and decline in different parts of the country. 
The winter of 1780-81 ib nothing worthy 
of particular notice. /- 5 
In the ſpring of 1781 e e the —_—_ 
orepidemie catarrh. It began with a ſevere pain 
in the head, proſtration of ſtrength, coldneſs 
and chills, the pulſe not quick nor tenſe. The 
pain in the head laſted about twenty-four hours, 
and was ſucceeded by a pain in the ſide, not 
pointed nor acute, extending to the hips, accom- 
panied with a ſoreneſs, and reſembling a rheu- 
matic pain. The cough was troubleſome, full, 
and the matter diſcharged of the glandular 
kind, not well concocted. Reſpiration was dif- 
ficult, and a conſiderable defluxion on the lungs. 
In a few caſes the diſorder termin ated i in ſeven 
or eight days, but uſually. not till the 13th or 
Lach, although the patient was ſeldom confined | 
z to his bed. The diſeaſe left a; ſoreneſs and 
weakneſs in the fide which continued after the 
ſtrength was recovered. Veneſection had little 
effect on the pain in the fide. Epiſpaſtics | 
applied to the part gave relief. The diſorder” 
| was ſeldom fatal, but its effects were very viſible 
in the multiplied caſes of N — - 
. ten in the LARA 1 year. 1 


% c f = . EE # 75 5 Nr . ; 1 
* 1 . = 
> "+." * * 4 0 


; the elements forming e 
4 and, in 


Pan 85 1 irffor mation exten 
general, the eountry enjoyed good 
malignant fever prevailed in ſome degree 1 

: New York, but ex citet no greut alarm. 
One year after this: influenza in A erica 1 

| W diſaaſe pervaded the eaſtern hem? 
its progreſs was from Siberia wort Tank veſt- 
Ward, and it reached Europe in Apri and May 
1782. I habe no account ef its cburſe in 
4 America, but it ſeems to be probable chat it 
took its direction from America weftward, an 

: paſſing the Pacific i in high northern ! 
_ invaded Aſia and Europe from the eaſt. This 
muſt have been the caſr if the epidemic in 

l e wüs a continuation of that in ene 
In 1782 happened confiderable he es i 
Calabria, during which the mereury in the 
barometer in Scotland funk within the tenth of 
an inch of the bottom of the ſcale, and the 
Waters in many we in Faw Hoi come to Wor 
MN agitated. Wo 


—— 


> © Sinclair Starftical deine of Scotland, val. vi. : 
2 3 3 a | „ 6 5 Ro whe Ie | | * 8 


1 10 Ritalin t BY POLY was unten dy vet a0 

gold; and , crops failed, in | conſequence or 
which a .diſtrefling dearth afflicted Scotland 1 in 
the hies 1 | | 
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mou e ade {ed a- zl 
of ice RO ne 
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| Fg In New nt of-fmme | * Oe = 
miles in length and ee ee nig fe 
2 * ancldente was totally conſumed. The fre 


tember the air re e. wich: a thick vapour. = 


Mem. A. Aead. vol. i. Fon OG OR. 8. 


The reader will judge a G this exon 8 
apor tion; and dryneſs indicate the action af 
2 nean fire or electricity, which was to 
| — the tremendous ee 1-4: from Heckh 


in the following year. | 
In autumn ae the violent tempeſt 


Ladies andin which two or three _ Yan French e 


. 


ee ee | Mem. Am Acad. vol. a. 
| 360. 


on 


2 


5 


%% An nr 


The or oth 8 =D en t I 


* 
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on the morning of the 5th of 0 : 
1783, a thick fog or va our was obſerved over 
the iſland of Sicily, indicating the "agitation of 


the electricity in that devoted place. About 


twelve o'clock a violent ſhock of earthquake laid 


many houſes in ruins. This was but a prelude 
to more terrible calamities; for about ſeven 
o'clock P. M. a tremendous ſhock laid in ruins 
the greateſt part of Meſſina, Calabria, and many 
other cities and villages. From 30 to 40,000 
perſons p periſhed in the ruins.” On ſubſequent 


8. ny” ſhocks were aha but of _ violen be. 


m the -nighbouring ſe 


1 3 Ap * Ars 35 


Na f a 
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on the evening of the 10th w deniſe PE or 
vapour ſpread over the northern parts of New 
England, having the ſmell 1 burnt leaves. 


1 HE ws $I the eee e are 


ee as to the month, commenced a 


moſt diſtreſſing famine in the Carnatic, which 


_ "afterwards extended to m 
Frtlemente ig the Eaſt Indies. At M 


of the European 

Aras hun- | 
of the natives periſhed. da ily, and the 
s were filled with dead bodies. The cauſe : 


or rip 1 0 DISEASES. 


Was e year's c drought ;i-for: ikea 8 

proach of comets and volcanic eruptions in other 

parts of the world, that country is ſuhject to 
dee hel Were as happened in 1769 aud 


155 Conn 2 70 24, en and 21 . see © alto? Dec. 


* 1 15 75 1 5 ; 1 8 + 5 : 
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. the event of the now's of Mains 1783, 
the heavens - were illuminated 00 a 1 
er. lumen boreale. 

The ſummer was variable in the northern parts 
of Wendy in England it was hot. 
In June commenced a moſt form zdable dif- 
charge of lava from Mount Heckla in Iceland, 
which: continued till t 
The country around the mountain was covered 
| Sink the burning fluid to the extent of forty 
miles, and m ſome places to the depth of forty 
feet. The lava ſpread over 3600 ſquare miles. 

Previous to this eruption all the ſprings and 
ſtreams of water in the neighbourhood had been 
"ied pa ſure forerunner of the diſcharge of 
fire; and for ſome: months before the eruption 
the atmoſphere over the iſland was filled with a 
dark, 1 ee ſulphurous vapour, or cloud, which 
wag ſtationary * calm en hs Win was 


e middle of Auguſt, 
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" W Som, as the, eruption. of Heckla 
ceaſed, an immenſe meteor, or globe of fire, ſhot 
- "through the heavens from north to ſouth, paſſing 
the Lynn's and the ifland of Great Britain, 


with a loud report. 8 LSE 8 it » +4 hs * 
wid. and Sinclair's — 
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A part of the — in 
Ae No leſs than thirty perſons in Phila- 
delphia killed themſelves by 
 _ putrid fevers were the 
heat in various parts of the 
* tornadoes” and thunder guſts of unuſual 
tence, wich hail Wendt arg omg 
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31ſt of babe ane 
Was ſeen at aeg, — 
\' from nerth' to ſouth, and — 1 
report. Mui be remarked —— was 
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or EPIDEMIC: DISEASES. | 
pe from the clouds of — 
your e were „ fulpemiad over the iſland. --- 


Courant, ben 24 and 8 25 1 2 and ws 
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| Des the . diſcharges of fire and 
lar a "From. Heckla, . all parts of Europe, Great 
Britain, Italy, Sicily, France, and even the 
Alps, were overſpread with a hazineſs in the 
_ atmoſphere. This cauſed univerſal conſterna - 
tion, as a ſimilar appearance had appeared over. 
Sicily on the 5th, of February, previous to the 
earthquake. | The N were crowded with, 
fu pplicants. 
The French 8 Ia Like. attem mpted | 
to quiet the popular fears, by aſcribing the phe- 
nomenon to a een of watery par- 
ticles in the earth, from the moiſture of the 
preceding year,” my were hen echaled by ; 
the heat of the ſummer. But this ſolution” is 
not ſatisfactory. It was more probably the 
ſmoke from Heckla, wafted- by nort zerly winds, 
and - difperſed over Europe in an attenuated 
form ; or ſtill more probably; the effect of elec- 
tricity diſcharged from Europe at the ſame time, 
and combined with atrial ſubſtances. The va- 
pour over Heckla before the eruption, that over 
Sicily before the earthquake, that in America 
on the 10th of February, when the earth was 
cone with OW and FINE er that ſo often 
. | turns 1 
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ns day into night, as on the 19th of May 
11780, are 0 ag e ne 5 


| changes. 
1 | | { Conrad; 425 Nov. it wot 25. | Franklin's: 
. 5 5 Obſerv. | Muſeum, me] i. 473. 


os Oktober. Ned —— PR geles of 


| ba "wing. with high tides, which did no ſmall 
Fe in the ſeaports of the United States. 
The firſt, on the 15th and 16th, occaſioned the 
higheſt water at New Haven that had been 
known. 1 in 40 years. Many other tempeſts oc- 
| curred in September and October, and from 
Vermont to Georgia the Gazettes were filled 
with accounts of diſaſters from the violence of 
the vinds and rains. hy 


Conan oa.” 21, 1766. ” 


| On the: oi of darwin a ee n | 

ock of earthquake was felt in all the northern 
dae and New York experienced two or three 
thocks in the morning of the next day: 

Some of the Weſt India Iſlands were ſeverelß 

—_ Waben about the ſame _ wean Soweto vn. 

= | of December. . To 

” | Aenne, December 16, , 1995; March 9, 17 . 


=; 5 © War 1783 e parts of Eu ope 3 

3p ee with continual rains, and at Rome 
n 5 or 6000 children died of the ſmall-pox. 
. ae Grenoble raged « an e nn 


or Sri DI 9158 SES 


Wy diſtemper among the cattle in En gland, 

at Derby, occaſioned. no, ſmall. alarm, and a 1 
royal proclamation Was ilſued, enjoining certain 
precautions to een the pr ee W the 
diſeaſe. vhs. « RR LY 6 5 
Contemporary with; theſs cri — na- 

ture was a moſt deſolatin g plague in Egypt, 

the Grecian iſles, Dalmatia, Conſtantinople, | 
Smyrna, and in the Crimea. It is not poſ- 
ſible, with the general accounts given of ſuch 
an epidemic in the public prints, to ſtate with 


. preciſion its origin aud progreſs in the eaſt. It f 


is mentioned to have appeared in Smyrna f in the 
ſpring of 1783, and it certainly raged in Con- 
ſtantinople, and in many other parts of Turkey 
in the following ſummer, as well as on the 
north of the Euxine. . 


7 | Courant 8055 17. wal, 5 July 6; Spe. 21 and 28, 


1 e aha. 2 diſeaſe. Pn —_ 1 
terrible ravages in 1783, 4, and 5; it is ſaid to 
have begun in pe platen ue 1783. . To, this ala- 
mi ty. 1 was. added fami ine, the inundation. of the. 
Nile in that year having proved inſufficient. 1 
The: reader will note that this failure of the 

Nile happened during the diſcharges from 

Ileckla ; So ſevere was the plague, that. in 
the vinter after 2785 1500. dead bodies were 
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5 192 and 5. Corte Oct. 28, 1783; and Oct. 
27, 1785, in which it is ſaid that in Cabo | 
periſhed 3000 perſons a y 


* famine of that and the — year were 


an e feat 6 fixth. of the FO. 1 


in April 1788. | 
We have then an exact general view of 156 ; 


. phenomena which introduce and accompany 
poeſtilence in Europe, Afia, and Africa - terrible 
_ earthquakes and eruptions of volcanoes—exceſ- 
tive drought in India, Egypt, and America 
flüulure of crops and faminemeteors, great heat, 
anck deluges of rain in other countries. Let us 
no fee Phat followed thefe above-mentioned 
agitations of the elements in our country. 


See en jg 11 Jan. _ mm Jap 8, 17th 


15 ale 1783 the ee * in 


5 Philadelphia, and in September it became epi- 2 
| demic. It appeared about the ſame time in 
Salem in Maffachuſetts: It was at Charleſtown, 
South Carolina, in 1784, in which year it ap- 
| peared in the interior of the northern States, as 
in New Hampthire and Vermont, and in Mid- 
| dletomn on Connecticut River. It continued 
to prevail about five years, but was not in ge- 
neral ſevere, and many towns efcaped its at- 
5 ON. - It ceaſed in ee a 1 when it was 
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| Connedtiut. 
7 Keb el + 1. Muſeu fem. 
Am. Acad. vol. i. 369. Belk. Hiſt. of N. Hamp, 
5 vol. i Jl: 121. Regiſter of Deaths in Middletown. FS) 
| Ms. leuer from the Rev. Mr. Williams. 2 
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Deared in Amerie is” 1788 TOY wh 
—— Dae 55 find it in all parts of 
| America in that eee but cannot trace __— 


: en this n a e nor peſ- 
tilential autumnal fevers made any conſiderable 
ravages in America; as far as I can leatn, ex- 
cept at Fell's Point in Baltimore, where the bi- 
lious peſtilential fever oecaſioned a conſiderable 
mortality in 1783. Many bed caſes of a 
imilar fever appeared in various 9085 n 
e and almoſt a whole family in Ne 
2riſhed in th mn of that year. For- 
een the conſtitution of the elements: was 
corrected without producing its moſt fatal effects. 
Even the ſcarlatina, with the exception of _ 
_ ticular places, was leſs popu Tu! it was in 
the laſt period. M * Ai a 5 
This peſtilential- cofiltutiget: was feilt in the. ” 
north of Europe. The ſcarlatina broke out in 
Edinburgh in the winter of 1782-3, a 20 8 
months before it did in America; but of its 
progreſs I have no account. It appears to 
have been epidemic in Lon in 1786, wan | 
vol. K. fi . E G2: 110 if DON £ 4 1 25 ig 
elo „ 1 0 | 
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ut the ſame . as in 
America. The contemporaneouſneſs of this 
* ies. of diſeaſe in Great RE and ulation. 
| ens partieular notice. Mie, five 
In December happened a \ fo i in 1 At | Wee 
n denſity as to occaſion complete obſcu- 
rity for three hours in the middle of the day. 
It was not poſſible for perſons to find their way 
in the ſtreets, and many eee . ome 
carriages fell into the Cane ni itz 402 425 av 
| Ae 1401 FA; S} 1976 #3 343 SHY; : e 84 
et}; FF $35 34 Wh ITS 8 74 | fa N N To 175 K 
19 eee, of the-winter 1 theſe 


veathe uns 5 n cold 2 
n an 1780, e the froſt in ſome parts of the 
ober Was -s r Th alan ing: was 
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It ends cold ee ee early; t 
vare at Philadelphia was cloſed at the beginning 
of December, and continued bound with ice 
till the middle of Ma h, notwithſtanding M 
Fan ebe 0" a kc _ oak I | 
| nals had not. on bi in 3 er ſince 
1750-5 1. The Miſſiſippi was reported to be 
covered with ice as far ſouth as New Orleans. 
At the breaking up of winter the thaw was 
2 and immenſe bodies of ice, floating 
lown the rivers, wich were greatly ſwelled, 
3 ruin along the low lands on their banks. 
Great damage was ſuſtained on the banks of the 
js tinge OE: Mee" and 4 ames 


Hu PSA ui i hen en 


ines May 11, #784; ans he March 30, | 
"OM BED 1464 | Ts 
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105 ok RY the winter was un o leſs beverer-- An 
inſtance in which a ſeverely cold winter in 
Europe coincided in 9 with the ſame in 
America. It may be remarked that this winter 

as juſt à century after the coincidence of 
line events, the winter of 1683-4 bang eng ] 
ſevere in both hemiſpheres. 1 oft ee 

In 1783-4 the river Liffey in Mead the 
Thaines i in England, and all the 1 rivers in the 
e e G 2 ba interior 
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this 0 de 4-4 The. coaſt. of Italy di 
| that my were ee. on the houſes in Syracuſe. 


vet Lan cold 5 in ace and repent nows 
| fell in April. 4 # +4 
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ing obſervations . were n, at b of ann 
ns. 2 0 29. ee eee 


N 


IEF: + NISTORY | 


| of Holland, were covered id 6 0 ice. 
In Holland the ice gave way about the firſt of 
March, and the rivers being greatly ſwelled, the 
adjacent country was inundated, with immenſe 


near Nimeguen, broke through its dykes, and 
overwhelmed 34 villages. The Rhine from Co- 


"_ and Manheim re en e dane, of, 


uy "an; ei Pane: riN April 27, and r 10 War 
W . 17th. of. aner 1 a terrible cine 
pread deſolation along the coaſt of France, Spain, 


. and Portugal, bens ſhipsanddemolithing 


buildings on land. 


An earthquake e N 
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This remarkable «tempeſt bappened juſt before 


The heat of; es Su 60 the! 3 
America was extreme. The follow- 
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On pig 17th. of y wary the fourhorn bn . 


Connecticut was ſwept 
levelled trees and- buildings, and did 


'a tornado, which 
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Jury. The beginning of ſummer was very dry, 


but 
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go0 crops ſucceeded. | 
= Sinn Aug. 10, 24, 31, 1784. * 4 
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die to a ſermon preached at Hartford on the 


| death of Iſrael Seymour, WS 
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horn and other parts of Europe. The plague 
raged this year alſo in Smyrna, Conſtantinople, 


"6 8 


3 


- 


_ 


\ 


8 


8 Nt: 


„ e lere, 


and an. Spolat re Was nearly Aifpconied. 15 


The heat in Europe 1 


was, great, and Hungary 
was over run by locuſts, vhich deyoured the 
fields of graſs and corn. + A; ſevere earthquake 


at the ſame time hook the; country of Armenia : 


and its vicinity, and a, town was demoliſhed, 
with the loſs of 6000 "inhabitants, on the 2lſt 
of J uly. The plague raged alſo. i in the Oey 1 
of Tunis on the African „ | 
„ een 853 I, uu Alon November 9. 


E 


on the 30th of J iy 4 tremendous busen oo” 
| kid'waſte a eee ve part of Jamaic | 5 


whaling all the Wippen i vu vibe Hap 1 1 10 
essa, Sept. 88, and Of. 467 1784 5 
e e able gil: ene ole 1 db % 


In 06 her, porting, to the pul b dene 


quake... $6 Tit! Bly 10 214561 id. 4 . Tk 
„On dhe 95th. of November was a, violent tems 
' peſt from the N. E, and S, E. by, which a moſt 
extraordinary tide was brought into our har- 
 bouxs from the St, Laurence to New York, and 
probably. further to the ſouth. Great injury 

was ſuſtained by the loſs of CRE IT of pro- 


; s 72 55 oped BOAT: wn wWharfs. 
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Them BO 11 5 ſwelled Lennon River, to | 
the uſual th of Ip „ its Yr 
Agde N 3 1 The ; 
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The nter ef af | 
than uſual, and in 3 it, eee. great 5 
ſnovs, the melting of which ſwelled Connecticut 
A to an unuſual: height i m the ſpring. 7132 N 
A meteor was ſeen in New England on the j 
eyening of the 13th of December 1784, paſſing 
rapidly from ſouth · eaſt to vorth-yeſt, and buſty 
"ey with, #:loud.reports, 20h of hog Feta ad 8 
On the 13th, of March 1785, chete bas . 5 


e of fire in the river Majuro, in the 


province af. Palerae,/ in fahr, which wade a 
in the earth. 267, i 3111 Irrer Adv 7 
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53} ad bros enn e 
In; Heating canine madneſs began to nage 
and ſpread in, all, Parts; b the nerthem State. 
The Gazettes of 178% abquad. with accountsrof | 
the dreadful effects of thistſingular diſeaſe;in t 
will. be remarked that epidemic! madneſs, of dogs 
is one of that ſeries of diſeaſes which; belang 
1 eee period.. MRenever che hut 
race are gen. ly; afflicted with ępide- 
the canine ſpecies mrely eſcape the fr 
the general principle, and not unf. 
quently foxes, 4 and other wild animals; 5 
experience its malignant effects, and r mad. 
In 1785 the ſcarlatina was prevalent in the 
northern States, and almoſt every. Gauette anr | 
nounced ſome. new. caſe of hydrophobias 
| 2 1 ll Courant, Aug. I, e 1788. 
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hea inſeQ, -which Ki! Jeet! 


ny “nen, named the Heſſian Ply, com: 
mitted uncommon ravages in this year. The 
preeiſe time when this inſect originated is not 
ined, probably about the year 1776, or a 
Vesr or two earlier. Little notice was taken of 
it for two or three years. In 1780 Mr. Un- 
derhill, of Long Iſland, loſt his wheat erops by 
the inſect, and in ſubſequent years it penetrated 
into e . © 5 _—_ and __ 
* States. 4 i MI 463 ee 
* 5 Jn rns it wecabobed units dchrogtös of 
Wheat, and ſuch was the alarm in England; for 
fear it ſhould prove infe@ious, and be intro- 
duced into that country; that in June 1788 the 
King iſſued' his proelamation, prohibiting the 
1 tation of American wheat. This event 
. excited no ſmall uneafineſs in America, eſpe- 
Cially in the States whoſe ſtaple is wheat. 
Whereupon the Supreme Executive Councit of 
 Pennſylvaniz (requeſted the opinion of the Agri 
cultural Society, as to the manner by which that 
_ inſe& is propagated. To this requeſt the S0- 5 
bLiety returned for anfwer, their decided opinion 
1 chat it is che plant alone which is injured by 4 
-the e inſect, that the gain” is undi ana” good, 
and that the inſect is not propagated by ſow⸗ 8 
ing Aa; which grew on fields infected with it. 
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The e prohibition b by the pra and'Ce Zound 
Great Britain was deemed mw 
tion, but was the. fold 5 an error hat! _ 
vades the world reſpecting the powers of con- 
tagion and infection. — The opinion of the * | 
cultural Society is well founded, but it remains 
for time and the force of truth to convince 
the people of Philadelphia that the yellow fever 
can no more be tranſplanted and rendered =o} 
demie by infection than the wheat inſect. Bot 
are diſeaſes originating where they have a . 
able aliment, nal "_— ing to g hates that 
aliment fails. ne Rt ams Hg >, 

- The prohibition 0 the! ri tiſh Government w 
| Tepee ed the next "I ey the! apprehenſion 
| es nn, y ee ecn LE: LIL? 

he Aae 1785 was Jenes dry in 

. ee and England, and fevers were Very 
prevalent i in France. In Holland ſuch a drought 
could not be recollected by the oldeſt man liv- 

55 Tze canals, rivers, and wells were almoſt 
totally exhauſted. In the firſt part of ſummerr 
ä there was not a drop of rain for three or four 
months, and cattle were fed upon the leaves of 
trees. The drought was e as ee in 

the Weſt Indies © ts ff HAR Þ 
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Indies one of the moſt. dreadful hurricanes ever 


| This — was 8 50 ny 


the deren Illands ſuffered by a ſimi 
mity- On the 24th of September an. 


| | Staten as high a tide as was ever Knoun. Nor- 
folk was inundated with great los. A | 
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| Carolina the fields were 0 rer: ru 
dugs, Which threa nb, a deſtruc 
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E [25th.of Auguſt happened in the V * 6 


n, and equal to LILOLC ,of,,1 1778. Aare 78G 


this Singular effect. of, 3 powers of on 7 
in the air, previous to ftorms, of which it is 

the uſual precurſor. Guadalou 
and. the otl 


her Windward Iſlands, were laid de- 
e by this tempeſt. On the 27th of Auguſt 


brought into,the,riyers./ in the ſoutheri 


Sickneſs was very general in many pre of N 


| the United States. The ſcarlatina was preva- 
lent, and the Gazettes mention a precinct in 
12 8 in which died almoſt _ child under 


. 1 fi 


7 oF re nn 


5 1 erg of age. . Many, adults alſo flþvi tins | 
to. this and, other maladie. 1 307 YO 15 St "40. | 
raf goo! biin, see Hurra! Mfk's gane! 1785. * 
AT gibt 10 #o:hsb- Ant nein, 
On dhe geh ol Auguſt happened a memorable 
tempeſt at Mantua in wcnn neigh⸗ 
e Me he ind FA 2 hurricane, 2 
| S with rain and, hailſtones of 
the weight of. 18 ounces. The accounts ſtate _ 
that viſible! flames if 
| Senebee pe tothe Other a- 
counts mention that the fire ran along on the 
ſurface wn mer eart 


rides Hail nc conf 
mmm in \ the-ceign.of 1 BA -- 
a Dr, Cou auer e 5 
e wad {ir vat: YEN rs 1 
me e uncommonly fickly in Ja- . 
maica ; Kingſton was a general hofpital. 
os coy '  #Odurant, Jan. 30, 1 
. n 5 5 | 
on the gth of October tliere was an uncom- 
mon da kneſs in Canada, While the 
was of a, fiery luminous appearance, This was 
followed by 99 en of, W ha and rain, with 75 
vere, thunder. POLE, 14 ien e 200 ap : 
On the 15th. oecurred n. ain greater 8 


rity, ſucc eeded, 0 by: lightning, anne and | 

rain. eee e White eee e #y 
„„ ĩ 5 5 1 "0h 
4 


At ten o'clock aroſe 4 wind" from the Gaſt. 
: which partly expelled the fog ; and ſoon after 
f commenced the darkneſs of. midnight. 5 
people dined by gandlelight. Seon * th 
N fell a meteor, or fire ball. e 


. | See Mem. Am. Acad. vol. ii. 141. ae the Gazeries | 
Jo) Ah n Samen en 1 au 
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tended over et but the 8 was a 


Jan. wats at | ſunriſe, _— below o. 
| ra P. u. 3 above. 

The fro of the winter _ on the Whole, 
however, far leſs ſevere th 1088 e 5 ag 
ſummer following was Col e ee 8 
One or two violent tornados Wed ret dur- 
ing the ſummer of 1786, particulatiy one on 
this: 23d of Auguſt, which paſſed” over” Wood- | 
Noek f in Connecticut with fatal violence. a 

0 e 


or EPIDEMIC: DISEASES. op 1 


he ſcarlet; fever and bydrophobia nn . 
to prevail through this year. The former diſ- ; 
eaſe was moſt ſevere in Maſſachuſetts ; ; one man 
at Newtown. loſt See: children after 30 wan 85 


illneſs.” 


i © % * 
Fe 15 : TE. 


{_ 


The plague EY on the, On 3 


and ſeveral thouſand people in Carthagena and 1 
Malaga, in Sein, periſhed x with the Ko 99 75 


fever. 


2 3 
48 J. 


hn Townſend" rav . vol. . fl. 


1 June 1788 was a . ſhock of Any 
quake in the north of England. In Auguſt a ſe- | 

cond ſhock of conſiderable extent. In January 
1787 a ſhock was felt in Scotland, on the night 


preceding which a piece of ground near Alloa, 
on which was a mill, ſuddenly ſunk a foot and 


a half. The waters of rivers receded, and wy 


co one gs fy the concuſſion. 


| ann wen 0 wh wh of November the 


temperature at Hartford was at 10 by Faren- 


heit through the day. At ſunriſe on the 29th 


it was at cypher, and the cold continued to be 


extreme for two weeks; it did not riſe above 


the freezing point till the 13th of December. 
| | i : . 3 n 85 5 9 Es 'The 
| - Ft A 5 5 ? | 5 ES | 
- 


Sinclar, vol. vi. 6. - 
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ploſion of a me 
callion..; TH, 15 ind Was nich at ae with 


a untEr ut ron 


0 Abe end FOR abated, but, on the whole, the > 
winter was more ſevere than uſual. „„ 


e Coorant, Dec. 4. 1786, alſo chit ard 15. 


W n A5t i FhO8 . 


The winter was alſo . in BE 01 
The plague continued to prevail on the Bar "31 


bary coaſt, and in this winter and the ſpring fol- 


lowing periſhed ſerenteen thouſand inhabitants of 


Algiers. It made great havoc 1 an, the. empire of | 
9 0 as it Aid ; in Aleppo. a tet 9 655 
MS. of Capt. O'Brien, and Courant af April _ 1 
dal and of July 23. | 


bo he: at it infec, continued its, ravages in the | 
ECL CS. 13 . 421 : 4 15 3 . 7 25 EXE | 


5 To or or three violent e ar C1 recor rded. to | 
dang occurred in the ſummer of 1786. One at; = 


Wethersfield, which overſet a houſe and killed 


em . and anther at N eee in 


| | About the 5 1 of Lee, a 1 9 5 * Lo 
menon, of a ſingular kind, appeared at Portſ- 
was ſeen, from which: iflaed repeated reports, 
like, the burſting of N 'S, 


apthire.- A ſmall light cloud 


1 or, an irregular 
diſcharge of muſquetry, ſuppoſed to be the ex- 
dor or number of meteom in ſue- 


: 45 1 4 F ay f IF SY I | : . 
. 3 5171 1 40 4 * yy 99 2 wt : 


Courant, Sept. 1 10, 1787. | 
W rn A dread- | 


OF kIRE 1 


A dreadful Koo alt deſtroyed the = 
clement of the Bay of Honduras on the 2d of 
September, and was followed by fatal diſeaſes. 

In the month of July was an eruption of Etna; 


. 


and Veſuvius, about the cloſe. of the year, dif- 


charged great quantities of lava. 

A moſt extraordinary tempeſt _ 1 | 
deſolated the Coromandel coaſt on the 20th of 
May. Whole towns were | overwhelmed, and 
10 000 people periſhed.” e 

. Courant, wu 26, and Aug. 4. 1788. 

This year in America was W healthy, 
as it was in the north of Europe. Some towns 
in 1 New Frm. crux] ſuffered by i rag but ny 
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1 i/torical. View ew 125 Pelilentia Kpidewice 1 
dle Fear 1788 to 1798 incligſive, compreſiend- 
ing the loft epidemic Period i in America. hs 


6 
„ 


16 winter 172 1787-8 | was 8 than uſual. 
in America, but not of great ſeverity. Ed. 
In Europe prevailed epidemic catarrh i in 17 88. 

It appeared at Vienna in April, was in. Poland 5 
and Ruſſia in May, at London 1 in June, and at 
Paris in Auguſt. In St. Luke's Hoſpital it 
bv. on the 16th of July, and a few caſes - 
occurred till November 10; but only 25 per- 
ſons out of 190 were affeted—a proof that the 
diſcaſe is not very contagious. The invaſion of 


5 this * was leſs ſudden than uſual. 


— : bn ü EA | 45 Gent. Fn 1789, 366.) 


on ik 9 of J ng was a 8 dual 5 
from the N. E. which occaſioned a very high 
tide in the Cheſapeak, and no ſmall damage. 


A gale from the N. E. in June or July, on the 1 | 


American . muſt dd attributed to ſome ex- 
traordi ary 


1 155 7 EROS | wy . ; : F 


/ 


ne . „ 


alone to the Pt eee of a comet, which ap- 


ber and November following. 


A This comet was ee e by Mr. ee who | | 


made preparations for examining 


e _ 11 meinen, ty dA 


n was TOs Pon i 3 : 1 


0 ah 19th of Auguſt a ſevere gale of wind 
did great damage in many of our ports. Of 


thirty ſail of veſſels in certain rivers and bays _ 
of North Carolina, twenty-ſix were , deſtroyed: 


A tempeſt in the beginning of that month bad 


levelling trecs, corn, and buildings. Many 


deen terribly. deſtructive. No event is more 
certain. than a vaſt increaſe of tempeſtuous 
weather. while comets are near the earth. The 
tempeſt of the 19th extended over the whole 
face of the country, penetrating to Vermont, 


- 


cattle, and one child, were killed by falling 


timber and trees. To enumerate the ee 


would nee ages. 
Come Sept. 1 nd „ 1788 


I ” x 5 2 * * I 4 * } þ * . 
8 X 4 * „ Ho py a 7 
* 


1 is bt chat this tempeſt i in the ) 


United States was but two or three days after 


gane en 
than the great tempeſt of 1766. At the L 


remendous - hurrieane among the Windward 5 
was ſuppoſed to do more Wee | 


the ſame calamity befel the Lands. * Marti- 


vox. . t . 


— o 


7 a 
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nico the ba ometer fen ear to twenty: v 
inches. % %% M. 
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About the ſame time the W did ſters beſel 
1 France and England. A tornado of hoes "ha vio- 
Ince occurred about Paris, in which, the 5 
zettes declare, hail ſtones fell of -81b. weight: — 
During a tempeſt in London a fire ball entered 


13 Bout and reden two perſons bo 


$5] 5 e een nCaenrant, OR. by. 1788. 


bag the Weſt Indies hurtican nes were ene 
in September with deſtructive rage. F 

On the evening of the 17th of oe 1788 | 
was. ſeen, at various places in Connecticut and 

| New York, a meteor or fire ball, whoſtappa- 
- rent diameter was equal to that of the fün in 
the meridian. It paſſed from the eaftwird' to 
the weſtward with” amazing Tapidity, illuminat- 

ing the earth, and approaching near the > weltern' 
| aan; ; it burſt with a loud A 
"i Courant, OR. 27, 1788. American Mag. p. Us 


The comet above-mentioned appeared about 
this a It roſe fk Hee. 0 clock in the 


ie Hudſon, 


* This meteor was ſeen at e on t 


5 tits the zenith. In Suſſex county, weſt of Cape Hen- 


lopen, it appeared to be about eee a the n. . 
| Courant, Dec. 4 1788. 1 | 
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OF EFI baute DISEASES. | 


A violent gale of ned fi . lee ds 2 o- 
curred in America on the Iith of November. 
1 mer in America was very rainy; carth- 
quakes happened in Italy and Mexico; and we ©: 
ock was felt in July on the Iſle of Man. 
Covrant, Nov! p in agel and Sinclair's 
axel T7 2, 1 


LY” On one day in July we. rh tos 5 
to 103 in Columbia College, at New Vork; 1 
but the e heat A ſummer, Was not ex: | 


ceſſiye „„ 
4s. 981 2 e 4 Ne 


: * 8 bs RA. R 5 n ES. 
A Hin ts 4 FILE 


vith grend-maligditys"=Tho ſame > AER ap- 1 
ren in de ne Liberties of par: "ro : 


in Februity ANT March. ͤoflß orgerg 
ae ee "OO Nov. 2h, _ Rum 4 6 234 
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The eaſtern gun ul"; Europe: were Gokly ak 
ing the ſummer of 1788. The immenſe ar- 
mies on foot, in the war between the Auſtrians, 
Ruſſians, and Turks, contributed to increaſe the 
: e „It, Was een h r 80, 000. Auf: 


10 re — EE eee 
taken ig 17 88 on the banks of Newfoundland 
„„ oh 


PR their uſual ſt; 


bf A 3 


* ; 


2 1 a; 8 ; C J T> 5 : 
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were his and ifickly'; when dried they w 


or bluiſ Colour, little better than ee, 


a : 2 
a 2 


tons, and not well received in foreign mar- 


kets. This condition of the fiſn was confined 
to thoſe on the banks, as the e ee 


8 
3 


Y RE NMS. Leter from Dr Holyoke 


"Phe Rot fbr 1788·9 hs older than RY | 


in the United States. On the morning of the 


2d of February the mercury in Farenheit fell 
to 28 degrees below 0, four degrees lower than 
had been before obſerved at Hartford. The 
ſeaſon, however, was, on the w : 


chan in 1780 and 1784. N qu eee 3 


1 I. He! 1 41 4. 5 ce. Fo e 7% 
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In F 


pe the . winter 


: unuſually ſevere. The Ac quay to ) the 


ſouthern parts of Spain and Portugal, and the 


go h in cee and Alantejo were covered 
neſe were Ms . 


* 


71 


5 eee, Aug: 3 ag. Ute Mag COR 


iz +48 ki 1 1 * 
50 esd ef Kay, 1789, appeared - 
necticut a moſt ſingular halo, of aten the 


| public | e contain a particular deſcrip- 


Teems to indicate the 


„„ oe LE ny 


this inſtance followed by heavy wind and ; 


or nent 15 indkcades 4 ſtate of the ren aue 


violent. Thus remarkable hurricanes of 


the preceding year, and the norther 


or Arb lte DISEASES. 49 


When this appearance is of ſingular brightneſy 


ms are uſually” numerous ind 


1780 were preceded bby e The 


halo of May 28 was eee — 1 ſplendid | 
lumer 5 
The inſtance ne” dete was k ur- - 
priſing, and to gloomy minds awful. A cler- 
gyman, ſince dead, wrote a moral eſſay on the 
occaſion, in which he predicted great calami- | 
ties to happen, and he mentioned other events 
of that period, as unuſual numbers of flies, ca- 


'boreale. 


terpillars, locuſts, and dearth of corn, in con- 
firmation of his opinion, that the arm of = 


i LY was s extended in wrath over the land: © . 


een n an $5. 1706. 


It is true that our crops; had been light <0 
t States in 
the ſpring of 1789 experienced a dearth, ap- 


proaching to famine. In Vermont people were 


reduced to the neceſſity of feeding on tad-· pales 
boiled with pea · raw. In one inſtance — | 
potatoes ſold for nine pence. None of the 
human race actually died for want of food, 
1 me ee eee e 


CET "mk * bad 
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been know bs efo uy in ere = 
rica 9 many. years. Whether the failure of 
rrops and the ſickneſs of the cod. fiſh marked 
aus Arey 1900 She: e er 5 W 


FS 75 . * 


# | . een Jous 15 And 22. CY 
* : | g 5 1 


The FR * 17 89 was, cold, aud vegetation „ 
tardy, beyond what could be recollected by the 
oldeſt perſons living. A part of the ſummer 
he, Was exceſſively hot. For nine or 
ten days ſueceſſively in Auguſt the heat was 
above 90, and in the midſt "of the day it roſe 
nearly to 100. The mean temperature of the 
| ſummer, however, was not much, above. Mate! hy 7 
"hh | 


RY. 


Rum, vol. ii. 234. Courant, Ang: 24 ns 31. 


On the Ath of Tue | ice at Wyoning w was as 1 
2 as s windoy-glak. | 


hs. | $452 * Courant, Jon + 22. 


| * , 4 , JF | it: 471 i FT: 
Z The Kallug ne in Se Ke x 8 
1788 occaſioned a ſevere famine, by oo 
| Me. 36408 pag in the ſucceeding; year. 
n Conrant, April 27 and Sept. 28, n | 
n old (Fitlemonts chere was found enough for man, but 5 
wages of” a large he 0 grare event in 4 Ty 
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e rai: of: China Pros $i e 3 
calamity, and the people ede innen 8 
Ae. ae amine and diſeaſũſgmmCGC PG. 


2 0 . e Bare 27 and pe. 28, 17 1 


Holland, and Peics a end 0 the 0 ea - 
lamitous effects. In Paris the ery of bread, 
bread, \ was every where heard, and at i riots _ : 
mobs evidenced the cr of the | 


Courant, 868. 12 1780. 
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IA inſtance "crops faite ed over 
ea th at the ſame time . 
The hydrophobia ſhewed fel? 1 in A ; 
early i in 1789. A man in Coey an PRE, g 
State of New Vork, died in July of ead- 
ful malady, taken, as was ſuppoſed, 65 Kirining | 
a cow W * of the . nds in a fn 


keene 2 + "321 LF 
1 1 Conne, ; Ang. 3 178g. / 
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In W the. autumn was ; difinguithed 
yy an unexampled mac among horſes. _ 
e ne, NE 31, * 

1020 oh. e 10th of I _ a mat tr e 3 - 
quake ee. Iceland. Large chaſms were 
2 in REY eaith, and ſome mountains were 

. 


d I EST As * wit 5 
e 0 $557 
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257 owt who informed, that on the 


v4 nder. Seve. 1 ſhocks 2 PO: 
7 "th ava violent! ſhock 1 in September 
is mentioned in the fixth volume of nabe : 


* 


I ——— Anta of  Seottand, „„ 


e. 75 1 175. 


Pr 


on the 30th of . Foy a ik i 
rthquake in Tuſcany, by which ſome villages 
were | deſtroyed, and ſeveral thouſand lives. 

On the ſame day, but not at the ſame hour, a 
ſmall hock was felt at Edinburgh. On the | 
5th of November a ſhock was felt at Crieff, 50 
miles from Edinburgh, and on the 10th and 
Lich levers. ſhocks were felt at other places. 


N Pee. 7. "OY Sinclair, al} fl. ue 2 


a2 _ 


on the ach of D, oe; Lich. 
art, of the ſhip Brothers, from Arch- 


coaſt of Lapland and Norway be failed many 
leagues among multitudes of dead haddock 
floating on the water. He ſpoke ſeveral ſhips 
which alſo paſſed among ee . 


Wbeber theſe am were | killed Figs an 3 
quake, or a diſcharge of ſubterraneous vapour 
or heat, or died by ſickneſs; is not known. If 
they were killed, it would ſeem probable that 
other fiſh in the _ * would have ſhared 


or e ene 02f 


the ſame fate, which does not appear Ma 
2 been the caſe, for the een Bras no men- 
tion of the death of other kinds. And what 2 
_ renders it probable they died of diſeaſe, and a 
diſeaſe peculiar to that kind of-fiſh, is, that for 
ſome years after no haddock came to the mar- 
kets in Scotland, as before that mortality. 
That ſpecies appeared to be almoſt extinct, 
whereas there is no mention made of a failure 
of other kinds of fith. Careful obſervations 
and preciſe dates would aſſiſt our reſearches into 
the cauſes of theſe wonderful phenomena. 
In October Veſuvius was in a ſtate of erup- 
tion for ſeveral weeks, and diſcharged ſmall 
ſtreams of lava. The plague ene at Smyrna 
1 ee . 


> the 29th of October, from two 0 5 p M. 
to half after four, Kentucky was enveloped in 
thick darkneſs, ſo that people v Were obliged to | A 
ue . „„ 1 „ 

1 „ 5 | Courant, Jan. 14. 1750. | 


"+ will 1 ſer as that this anrknefs coin- TE 
eided nearly in time with the beginning of the 
influenza in America, with the eruption of TOs - 

85 ſuvius, and with many earthquakes. 5 

1 Such univerſal diſorders in the elements never 
_ to a OR reg e N and thoſe 


here 


a | * 
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| here rel: 5 ee eder eh We beter 
periods of ſiekneſs that has ncrned-i in the 


bi Unjed States for 30 years. e APE 


Ide firſt. appearance of that ſeries: af . 
mics to be hereafter deſcribed, ſeems to have 
- been in the meaſles at New York and Philadel- 
pPphia in autumn 1788. This diſeafe became 
| epidemic over the northern States in 1789, but 
I have not the means of deſeribing its progreſa. 

I find in Bills of Mortality, from various Ow. 


3 deaths by meaſles: in 1789 and 90. 


In autumn 1789 appeared the 6 or 
: epidemic catarrh. The preciſe time and place 
of its firſt appearance are not aſcertained. Some 
_ accounts ſay it originated in Canada. But 1 
mall confine ny. remarks to its FR in At- 
lantic America. 
This diſeaſe was firſt obſerned about the 
5 clots. of September 1789, in New Y ork and 
Philadelphia. Dr. Ruſh informs me, that iy 
Vas brought to Philadelphia by the Members of 
Congreſs, who returned from New York about 
the 1ſt of October. Another account, written 
dy one of the faculty in Philadelphia, and pub- 
ihedd in the ſeventh volume of the Muſeum, 
mentions. its firſt appearance there about the 
time of the Friends“ yearly, meeting in Septem- 
ber. The preciſe time is probably not aſcertain- 
able, the opinion of its propagation by conta- 
| gion is very. fallac ious, as I know by repeated 
eee, 


5 # 


\ 


/ 


the whol 
where I then reſided, about the middle of Oc-; _ 
tober. On the 19th of that month I left Hart- 
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"obſervations. Et; probably-ap red in dated 
eaſes,” ſome ROW Oe became Aa agen a 1 ; 
Na ans oth | 3 85 


| Muſeum, vol. vii. 234. Y 


1 tens e 1 7 
country. It appeared at Hartford, 
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From the middle St: 


ford for Boſton, and arrived the next day in 
health. I was ſeized with the influenza ; 
on the 23d, and, by the aid of a diluting regi- 


men, recovered in four days. No perſon who - 


nded me was ſeized with the diſtemper ſooner 


than the other inhabitants of that town, which 


happened in the firſt or ſecond week of Nove aber. 
I mention this to diſprove the common opinion 
of its propagation by infection; not that I deny 


it to be, in a degree, infectious, although my 
Tk 

but U aver its propagation to depend almoſt en- 

tirely on the inſenſible qualities of the atmoſ- 
phere. Two ladies, who left Boſton with me on 
the 2d day of November, before the diſeaſe 

had appeared in the town, or certainly before 
it had ſeized their family, and before it had 
become a ſubject of converſation, were ſeized 

: With it in Hartfo | 

came agen, in eg one en Ae Sth and 


1 obſervations do not warrant this conceſſion; 


d lat the ſame time that it be- 
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fact 83 a «dra progrels 1 in the. ls e . 
| producing the diſeaſe ; for perſons leaving Boſ- 


ton, and travelling one hundred and twenty 


miles diſtance, were ſeized preciſely at the time 
[hep 6 0 md Ree _ eg n 
This ede zervaded "the ae nd 
ar the Indians, it ſpread over the ocean and 
attacked ſeamen a hundred leagues from land, 
who, as to infection, were entirely inſulated. 
It appeared in the Weſt Indies nearly at the 
time it did in the northern States; it over- 
ſpread America from the 13th to the 45th de- 
gree of latitude, in about fix or eight weeks, 
and hows much wes it nes I am 0 
1 thould have 3 is that i in as 5 
tember, anterior to the invaſion of the catarrh, 
the ſcarlatina anginoſa appeared in Philadelphia, 
dut in October it yielded to the influenza, the 
nee pe ne: The ſcarlet fever re- 
wed <cember, and became epidemic, | 
often. n ithelf, with the influenza; it ex 


P eaters fn. - 


ſeries of ſucceeding epidemics, a prevalence of 
diſcharged by 
This diſeaſe continued 


* 


or EPIDEMIC. v1ogasrs. 8 


till the e of 1790. The mai | occured 7 
in ere une was not epidemic. 
. 5 een wo vil. 120, 1g. 


at is e 4 a 1 f y 5 1 
: appetited at Edinburgh nearly at the "time 
of the epidemics juſt deſcribed, | and of the 
death of the haddock on the coaſt of Norway. 
It ſhould be remarked that the ſcarlet fever, 
though epidemic | in Philadelphia, did not ſpread 
the country in 1790. It was hardly 
known in the northern States till two years 
after. This is among the proofs that this diſeaſe 
er ee depend on infection for its propaga- 
If inf ction was its only or principal 
of propagation, the ee exiſted in 


| 25 ſufficient to have ſpread it over a0 United 
States. But a diſeaſe, however infectious, will 
not ſpread far in an atmoſphere that will not 
erte it. Indeed ſcarcely a year paſſes in 
wh radic rea of erm  anginas of 


ever known in this ee e there being little 
roſt, except for a Wa bee lo Thare 


. BRIEF nisronr 


bat they. were immediately follo red 
| Early i in oh fi bring of 1790 we had a ſecond. 
epidemic catarrh. I was attentive to its origin 
and Progreſs. I found it in Albany in the laſt 
week in March, and heard of it in Awad 
about the ſame time. I returned to Hartford, 
but although expoſed repeatedly to its infedion | 
EE: aon my journey, I was not ſeized earlier than 
_ others in Hartford, where the diſeaſe appeared 
about the middle of April. It ſpread to e 
| ſouthward, arrived at N near the. 
eloſe- of that month, and diſappeare 
eity about the middle of June. I IC 
States, as far as my knov — 4 em it was 
more ſevere than in the preceding autumn. Fo 
Many plethoric perſons, of firm. habits, almoſt - 
funk under it; while conſumptive . . 
1 e 1 fell its vi. = 18. 
1 „% TOOTH | ex Muſeum, vol. vil. 65. 


* 
4 62 * & 
7 9 © 1 * t $67 | N 


7 Sk: os 


The e war eee of. 1790 were eee 
| rainy, but otherways ſeaſonable weather. NO 
remarkable epidemics prevailed, except thoſe 
already deſcribed ; but in many places the re- 
giſters of deaths exhibit a conſiderable increaſe. 
of mortality: Severe earth OR occurred. on 
"is: African coaſt: - . x n 
Let it be e that the meaſles rags 1 5 


in autumn 1788, after of | Me "> ne diſ- 
8 Charges . 


l 
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or EPIDENTC DISEASES. FOE * EH 


1 jaſt aſter Aa” m tempeſtnous N 
ſummer, when the element of fire appeared to 
be in univerſal commotion; juſt after a meter 
and during the approach of a comet. Let it 
be obſerved alſo, that the harveſt failed at this 


time in China, India, Europe, and America; Sf f 
and let any n man deny the rem e lala. 
The winter of 1790-91 commenced 3 | 5 


and with ſevere weather. The laſt week in No- 
vember was cold; Connecticut River; at Hart-. 
ford, was cloſed with ice on the 9th of Decem ; 
ber, and not open till the 12th of March. On _ 
the whole the winter was not of unuſual ſeve- 
rity. Ihe ſpring and early part of ſummer | 
were, in moſt plages,” mT oy until the e Os 
of: Jane. 5 E „„ 
On the 15th of eee eee hock 
of earthquake was experieneed at Richmond in 
Virginia. At the ſame time catarrhs were ſo 
prevalent in that State and in Pennſylvania, as 
to excite an apprehenſion of another viſit of 
the influenza. Inflammatory diſeaſes were very 
frequent during the winter. In Philadelphia 
the ſcarlatina tal” appeared late in Febru- 
ary, and was very prevalent in March. In 


wo > 


the interior of Carolina it was ſickly, but 1 
have no particulars. The hooping-cough 1 . 
; vailed i in n! . of the country. | 
; an, 21, /1790- Muſeum, vol. ix. 65. | 
In 
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In the month of April ſome. Shaman at the 
| Narrows, near New York, caught fourteen 
_ thouſand ſhad at a ſingle draught; to ſecure 
which it was neceſſary. to add ſeveral ſeines, 
one upon another. This/circumſtance is men- 
tioned becauſe ſeveral medical writers have re- 
- lated that an extraordinary abundance of fiſh is 
among the precurſors of peſtilence. It will be 
noted, that the peſtilential fever which has 
prevailed for many years paſt, firſt appeared in 
| New: Vork in the autumn een this ba. 
7008 e of hs" 1 , 
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0 ae léth ol Mey, at half 8 . 
Fee in a ſexene moon light night, an ex- 
tenſive earthquake was felt in the northern 


; rattling ſound; its duration was ſhort; its 
NE courſe, a8 uſual in America, m * W. to 
N 8. E. N injury 1 was e 1 
%%% HR OTE Tet a 7 | Conran, May 425 


3 . excite e ſurpriſe 8 . ſhould be 8 | 
| conneQion between an uncommon abundance of fiſh and peſ- 
tilence. But the theory that reſolves this into the unuſual 
powers of excitement, is rational. The ſtate of the ele- 
ments that cauſes peſtilence, always produces unuſual num- 
bers of inſets; and often the human race is more prolific _ 

than at other times. See the London Regiſters of nw and 
mn in SHOES EN A Ne” 58 FP 
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States. It was preceded, a few ſeconds, bya 


On the- TT WY after the ease was. 
obſerved; at Midaletown in Connecticut, a ſab- 
| ſtance like honey or butter, covering the graſs | 
and earth for a conſiderable extent. See an 
account of a fimilar ee in Trejand, 
under the year 1693. | 
To theſe phenomena ſuc 


| Ky in r 


the generation of millions of that ſpecies of 


black worm deſcribed under the year 1770. 1 
believe they were far leſs numerous than in 
1770; they, however, appeared in great W 
titudes, and diſappeared, at various places, 
about the ſame time. They were very deſtruc> 
tive to the graſs and eorn, but * e 
We wo of a few weeks duration. 
4 paragraph in a Maryland paper, ee 
be. 1791, mentions animals there, called 


or worm. They are fepreſented as march - 
ing in . mw hg to 1 _ devour: 
ng t he rann. + 

About the ns time hal at Lanſing: 


Jos on the r ab N 


| Courant, — 25. 1792. 8 
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— Whether theſe n had made 
their appearance in the years e I do 
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not recollect, but in 1791 they devoured 
ofchards over the New England States; an 
their ravages were repeated in the two Akt 8 
years. Orehards ſtanding on ſtiff elay, and in 
lo grounds which were wet in ſpring, eſcaped; 


but on every ſpecies of light and dry ſdil the 


| trees were as dry on the firſt of June as on the 
firſt of January. Many. trees have never re- 
g e eee off their ravages. 
Another worm, of a diſtinct ſpecies, called 
the orm, overſpread our foreſts in this 
or the eee devouring _— e e 
oak: and other ſpecies of wood. 20 $4466 1 
It is a prevalent opinion, _ uncommon 
flights of wild pigeons in America. indicate the 
approach of a fickly ſeaſon. I am not inclined 
to credit popular opinion without good grounds; 
but this ſeems to have been formed on a long 
ſeries of obfervations. Certain it is, that 
pigeons in the funmner of 1791 were unuſually 
numerous. In Maine there were tracts of o- 
e eee a e were covered 
. their neſta:. Ls NOTE dat no ge 
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The ſummer of 1791 was eee bot. 5 
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In Wü 5 Sndiith' fevers allün 
Priadetphit, the inflammatory ciathefs, © pre 
| dominant, 1 in the alt peſtilential « conftitution. 
Dr. Ruſh, in bis 5 dublic lectures at the time. 4 
E this Age Ithough' he little fufpe&ei 
What effects that conſtitütion was to produce 
in ſubſequent” years. s. It was found neceſſary 
to bleed, from one ne to — e times. In moſt 
caſes the liver was 280 Foe with al tlie 


tali of ! . itil. on bent l 


8 


}- Aar 
hors ©: oor I ni 3% 398, letter from De. Rue 
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At this period the peſtilential or epidemic 
onſtitution of the atmoſphere — ler a 
If in the infectious yellow fever. 2 
peated in New Vork in autumu ale 
River, * and carried i off: about 20 


This was hole alk if eee a 
corre” im regard to the influenza of the ſuc - 
ne, 5 11 2 . 5 | ceeding 


X 1792. 'The . on 7 89 and of uin v Phi 
ladelphid was local, and did not ſpread over the 
coun try. All the laſt great, epidemics have firlt 
4 appeared nearly i in the ſame lopgitude., It is 
not to be, concluded from this' fact” that they | 
have been propagated by infection from one 
ſpot,,to angther, as rk Non Fes . 
We. know, this pot. to be t the Haine dit. 4 
 eaſes;griginating;in differen, —— at the fame 
mes, 4, Fe dei tina in 1 792, Which] pre: 
eded th e Tal h epid mig of t he ſame. Pe- 
cien;, appeare in Na er ork, and, r. Bethlem in 
Connecticut, in, 0 e, ſame month. The origin 
of all fi lots epidemics, has, been "between, | the 

of; Connecticut g and Pennſylvania. 


This wt rg indicate that ſome. general Pr. in | 
diple has exiſted in that region, "which has exhi- 
|  bited: its violence firſt in the ſame en 

Hood 20 letrualifteq, ods. Dora zit 7 
In . 1791 alſo 


9 Sererf in Grenada, deſeribed 
by Dri Chiſholm : in the Edinburgh „Medical | 
Comment ien anne rut the 

ſurprize, Mas the com- 

[ I nent of th | (erica of), os fatal diſeaſes, 

71 which; in —————— ma ule.dreadful ha- 
" in the inis. his: kever berame ſo 

N52 8 z | 7 violent; 


115 Aa of the W 1 bored 1 
attempt has been made to trace it to fomites 
from the coaſt of Africa The truth is, the 
ever was rer., eee the common fever 
derived * ae N conſtitution of the 
| Italo lt ſame fact took place om the 
African Coaſt; that is, the uſual fevers of the 
climate became more malignant. This idea is 
ſuggeſted by a ſeries of ſimilar events in other 
climates ;: all the diſeaſes of America at the 
ſame timer aſſuming a ſimilat; augmented vio- 
lence, and ſporadic caſes of malign ant fever 
appearing in all parts of our country. Such 
has been the fact in all other epidemie periock. 
To confirm this idea, let it be obſerved, that 
in the fame year When thüs malignant fever 
appeared in the African Seas, on board of ſhips, 
in Grenacdla, and in New Vork, as well as in 
W caſes in other parts of America; the 
ague carried off tyo or three hundred thou- 
nh people in Egypt. and raged in Conſtan - 
with great mortality. In all theſe dif- 
ferent countries he ſume or fimilar effects were 
nearly contemporary. The plague in Egypt 
continued into tbe next eee + I, Wan . 
denen of on 3 and 8 nn n be 185 


95 5 beth | wed of exaggeration. 1586 


| *  Thele nambers ar 
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£ | Britain, and te Bil of zue, continued to 
| | | fell until the year e «FRY 
The winter of 191g vas nas cqlics 

| a uſual.” The month of January was re- 
markable for ſevere weather of three weeks dura · 
| tion. . em ber- ns was felt in 
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were: very. rain in the 
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June, n 1 by OY — north-eaſt Wind. 
Some perſons uſed fires as late as the 10th day 
of chat month. The heat of the bee. ſum- 
mer was in general temperatte. 
In May and June a ſpecies of Wb Ade | 
Et northern parts of the State of New York preyed 
Apon che grain. The wheat inſect continued 
| its ravages, and appeared this year as far ſouth · 
dead as Elk. Ridge, in the State of Maryland. 
„ Long Iſland mp fn NEO - of | 
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the ber r this Welte Ka v3 W219. | 
| Inſtance, in Vermont, the hailſtones which fell 
are ſaid to e wen en three 2 ann - 
mene N 
About this time a „ "Was 3 
rage in Charleſtown, South Carolina, carrying 
of the open in three. N and een a 
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an a infe& in FR AY 
off a fly, which. ED a ſmall” worm or 
exterpillar, that attacked the tree called lime- 

e, which is ee for Ratet Ton: that 
upon thoſe een Ha nb, ſome 3 5 
Aue philoſophy will not heſitate to believe the 

P. * this nun an of 1712 N 7 
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1 Ao Jefrable. in 1 ſuch _—_ Ia am a Ir _— 5 
_  *thati well-defined caſes of the diſeaſe were * : 
ſerved in New Vork as early as the month of 

Auguſt; but it occaſtoned no conſiderab 

f . in that city till the following winter. 5 

At Bethlem, in the weſtern part of Connec- 

vi LR, there were five deaths in this year by tbe 

cynanche trachealis. I have not heard of any 

other inſtance. In Auguſt there were ſeven or 

eight caſes of the ſcarlatina anginoſa, but /o 

mild as not to prove mortal. The reader will 

note the laſt +circumſtance, for I am able to 

prove, that this diſeaſe in Connecticut was pro- 
greſſive in a remarkable manner, and from the 

fact, which I believe is not uncommon, . 

; be drawn moſt important conſequen ces. 

The autumn was one of the mildass i. ev Ver 

3 known; N ovember. Was ſo warm that we ſat. 
with open windows in Hartford on the 19th. 
of the month. This moderate weather was 

” ſucceeded by. ſevere cold, and ConneQtieut 
River was Gaſta WY ice on She 10th, of Der,” 
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” comet in 3 conſte Nati 


was ſeen for the laſt time by Mr. Rittenhouſe on 


i the 8th, af F LC ay 4; WY 40 Aas 3 28 1. 51 11 | 
| 4 *. rand. Phil vol. UL, 
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| Roni . the) Few ame raged in Ne ew - 
ook: wüten { * ee 


4 Jat it 5 
in the northern States at the; ſame time; 0 4 ꝓ— 
the ſmall-pox, by inoculation, at Hartford. 
proved unuſually obſtinate and fatal, r | 
an inſalubrious ſtate of the atmoſphere. + /1-! f 
In February 1793 the ſcarlet fever invaded . 
htc Bethlem; like an armed wan,“ | 
— Mr. Backus, Medical Repoſitor: 


y, vol. i. 
He calls the diſeaſe angina mier a. 
doubtleſs was, in many Madsen ok ok: 
child. 2 abated in a May, diappearod in a Nor 
vember „and re-appeared in January 1794, 
nearly its former violence. Nineteen hdd 


We "a Pants diſting - Ms of — 5 
The diſeaſe, in a mild ane appeared in Au- 
ared. In hom fol- 
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| field i in 1703 eos 
into that town from Vermont. 14. We a 


f are a good 
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mortal the ſame: year in New Fairfield. I there- 
fore preſume che diſeaſe to dee been — 
neral in the weſtern Gs © | 
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| the-time 1 an 169 bade 


light influenza, 
hp limbs, ſoreneſs in the muſcles of chens 
vich ae. _—_— en Tous h We e 
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' ade favourable, une e the deen. were 


not alarming. e eee e nen, * 


more t my leven | re perſons, chief 72 YO-1 nh; 
= whom died fifty-two. e 1 "| $45" jt N 6 i IF 
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; the provurſors ein 5 four or five months 5 „ 
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* At Hartford, - Connedticut- river,  abow 
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bens; —— 
breaſt, e eee e N 
en do not miſe. „ 


— eee no oaks: did this diſeale 
: Ry this inva ion. G Ten 
y Th "reader will obſerve the dates; th 


Co 
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: W in hbethlem . 094 FR Hip I de, | 
_ ine months after the ee of this mild 
of angina, that is, in February 1794, this 
diſeaſe appeared in Hartford-in-its ſormidable 
vl mo and many children became its victim 
Nothing can prove more clearly that info: 
_ tion hae no concern in dhe — W 


10 . #7 


. I any fact were neceſ 
monſtrate the all- — influence 
elements in the propagation and termination of 
this diſtemper, this progreſſion alone would be 
ſfufficient. Ihe mild epidemic of :N FE 
"was the fame- ſpecies of diſeaſe with that which 
Vas then deſtroying life im the weſtern oo” 
_ dev Set) in New Vork and Pennfylvania: but 
the condition of the atmoſp 
was not, at that rime; fired co give dhe dite 
| The ſumme n 
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e 


by | chords proguſine- © 
n of eee bit is not improbable that 
they have, and that age after age ths paſſed 

away without noticing the fact 3 cire umiſtance 
Us ee more! en rt on the wig, cauſes, 
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ren eee -At vole ice, * 1 


Wo ls, lee (Hort; anne WET 
-ompleted its pt wes New 
Yo! rk Mk Song 05 nearly doo It did not invade | 
| Boſton, till 1795. ft * 


wad hy Gp — with 2 and. hail... The. _ 
autumn was very dry. A fatal gona pre». $7 Nu 
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— l eee United States the 
peſtilential principle! exhibited' its effects in wall 
form or ocher, cry ig he} 


nada; that the * and — un⸗ 

able to aecount for it, really ſuppoſed it an im- 
2 dia The Treatif: written debe ve 

Ty evidence 40 me that the diſcafe was —Y 


7 e eats: Wich the peſtilential-f vers 0 
dun ry, many of which are known to be 
generated in our on climate. 2683 nene e 
Inu Auguſt 1793 commenced in Philadelphia 
that dreadful peſtilenee which alarmed the 
united States, und ſpread terror and diſmay. 
over that city Ih ſpring diſeaſes hieh . 
uſhered in this malady were influenza, \ furs” 
latina, and mild bilious remittents. See Ruh 
on that diſeaſe. Theſe are the moſt certain an 
immediate precnrfors of peſtilence in this coun- 
try, and the influenza ſeems to be w in 1 
countries. MOD e een een een 
During this epidemic the” weather was very 
e and _ About the lach of 4 
% 8 | | „„ 'A mente 
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been wiſer to have i in RG a « ine ere 
into hiſtorical facts relative to peſtilential diſ- 
eaſes, antecedent to yy ene nene "on. 


the ſubject *. _ 


By an e LP the deaths in Ae tae _ 
wv Ce O'Brien | while a priſoner, I perceive 


ns died in 1793 by the meaſles 


and plague. There was a conſiderable increaſe 
_ of mortality in that year; and we obſer 
meuſles and plague prevulent in the ſame year; 
an biden anne cen c coaſt en 
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vas epidemic, and I Tuf! . 
pecd by hier name is intended a ſpecies of catarr tarrh” 
As the latter diſeaſe reach over Europe in 1788 
N 1 mould be gratified'to 
know whether it prevai He about ie ume time 
on the coaſt of Afri. wg 
It is remarkable, that in the Heng of 1795, 
when” the ſcarlat na ans, men e Je” com- 
in Eng At pp ed fiſt in "the File ages 
en „onde nnd Aafterwards eee into the. 
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The vinter 7 1798-4 eee ; ; n uſual 
in Ame rk er hermometer. in a no n 4 
13˙ and. eber eee ee e | 
On the 17th of May was a tlie es 
froſt in the northern States of America, which 


deſtroyed garden vegetables and the leaves of 


8 
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trecs. The ds add and flax, in "many [= 


places turned yellow, and fruit was killed. . 


This froſt! Was preceded | by a few: * N 05 | 


remarkably hot weather, ſuch as we; uſüally have 


in June, and ſpeedily: followed: by: a long _ | 


of rains with. eaſterly winds. 


This froſt has been ſuppoſed as k 
worms which had ravaged-the orchards for 
years preceding. Another opinion is, that a 


: hard froſt in April a deſtroyed them Juſt as they 


were hatched. ./ A third opinion is, that they 
had run through their period of eee 


periſhed in a natural way; in confirmation of 


which opit nion, it is ſaid they were: evidently, de- 
elining in the preceding year. There 1a; ro- 
bab y truth 4 in N of the. latter 1 


: inte we had 3 Woti 2 eh fre 
Res was the earth refreſhed. by ſhowers. and 
00 wir 0 8. IR ene my 


_ inued: to prevail in Maſſachuſetts _ New 
Hampſhire. through 1796. Its progreſ 


U the 8 bs 
ſome 


n GENE in hs eee of 5 — r 


New Vork to Maine, about 300 miles Or arne : 
400, was run in about four years. It travelled 

herefore about a hundred miles ir in a * Such 
* OL. * ; "KP. | alſo 
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en had been the fact in e RET, but 
with this difference, that the epidemic of 1735 
began in New Hampſhire, and ſpread to the 
weſtward, a direction contrary to that of all 
Ln ria epidemics. of that ſpecies.” 
On the 10th of June 1794 the bilious ee 
wade its appearance in New. Haven, a ſea port 
in Connecticut. The perſon firſt ſeized with the 
dimiſeaſe was the wife of Iſaac Gorham living on 
the wharf; and the nature of her complaint was 
not underſtood nor e ul n O00 
of her death on the 15th. A 
No ſooner was it e that tn clita} 
fever was in the city, than * inhabitants took 


the alarm, and directed an examination to be 2 


, made a cauſes. | On enquiry, the follow- _ 
(g's ab rared to * ths fotos ns the Oy. or | 


An the ee of ee Cap 
arrived from Martinico in a floop, | 
* | hauled up by the ſtore of Elijah Auſtin, a or 
tods from the houſe of Mr. Ones: This nw 

| feverof theWeſt Indies: Fromithis PSA anded 

2 cheſt; of clothes be onging to a ſeaman who 

d died with the fever in Martinico; which 
i was opened and the contents inventoried 
ne iniptffenc>of Cape 
Truman, of Henry Hubbard, a clerk in the ſtore, 
and of Polly Gorham, a wyjece of Iſaac Gorham 
W449 SE is» Tn Mr. 
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Mr. n hi clerk: were, ſeized a few a | 
after the opening of the cheſt, (but how. many e 
days is not ſtated) and died about the 8 

June. Polly Gorham was ſeized on the _ 
and died on the 17th, of June. oy 
| :, Theſe circumſtances 8 to ws ple at # 
that time to be elear and deciſive evidence of the 
mportation of the fomites of the diſeaſe, and 
eſpecially the fact that Mr. Auſtin and his clerk 
| were ae with the ſymptoms nearly at the 
ſame time. This acquieſcence in an opinion ſo 
importa See e and truth renders it neceſlary 
to ſtate the reſult of more careful enquiries, 1 
In the firſt place, the opinion that the loop. 
ould communicate the infection of the fever. is 


any Tec, © 5 th len fever ha | be 
OS y had net been any, fiok 


when they: tock Martinico, and lay in port 55 
ſome months ungecupied, until Capt. Truman 

| had an o opportunity to purchaſe her. 7 71 In the 3 
mean time, ſome of the crew, to keep themſelves 5 

1 dure bread, went in the . | 


from, place to 3 Ine + . 
. "It foyer! but On war. On the. a we > | 


: . 0 b. . , 
- 5 4 7 y . 
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arrived at New York before ſhe came to New 
5 Haven, and other perſons belonging to Con- 
necticut ſlept on board before ſhe arrived at New 

Haven, and without injury. There is, there- 
fore, no reaſon to ſuppoſe the contained any 
infection, and no part of her cargo was ſuppoſed | 
to be in a bad ſtate. Ide external {pad of a 


| "perſons; for by the affidavits of e Truman 
and the mate, taken before Alderman Furman of 
New Vork, at the requeſt of Dr. Bailey, the 
health officer of that port, whict affidavits 1 
have conſulted, it appears that the clothing Worn 
| ** the =I who owned the cheſt and died in 
Martin „ Was all e et his blanket with - 
buried. As Capt. Truman is a 
| acter, and has made his affi- 
davit four years ſince dh diſeaſe at New Haven, 
when all apprehenſions of injury from declaring 
the truth have ſubſided, there ſeems to 1 no 
"reaſon to queſtion eee eee ee 160 
n en * who have not attended to the 


1 diſeaſes,” naturally look for the cauſes Wong 
vifjble and "tangible ſubſtances,” they ſtill found a 


"7s buree i in'a Britith pant coat which was 
F 5 2 8 | | 
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in the cheſt, and which, it was ſuppoſed, might 


have belonged to a ſoldier who; mig right have. died 8 

| ce of thieſe - 

t were all 

5 burnt. e ai ts ot Ha ey : 
On examination A appears that the coat was 
the ſloop has fworn that 


of the yellow fever. In -conſeque 
| gamen ps Merge 0 the che 


7 new; and the mate of 
he faw the coat plundered from a bale of goods 


| by the Hamman; and he believes it had never 


been worn. It was taken, by the man in the 


buſineſs of Aragrhingys from among the packages 

of goods ſent by the Britiſh government for tlie 
uſe of the troops. But had we no ſuch evidence, 

common ſenſe might teach us that a man labour- 
ing in a fever in the ſultry climate of the WR 2 


Indies would not wear his regimentals 


In the cheſt, therefore, as in the yank we can 

| and no infection of yellow fever. If Mr. Auſtin 
and his clerk received the ſeeds of diſeaſe from 
the clothing i in the cheſt, as it is poſſible they + 


did, the ſources of it muſt have been the fetid 
effluvia of dirty clothes, which had been kept a 


long time cloſe-packed, in a cheſt in a hot cli, - 
mate, It is not neceſſary to ſuppoſe the enn . 
erſon. The 


to have been worn by a diſeaſed perſon. 
Ay: and filth from a body 1 in health, if con- 


fined 1 in the heat of ſummer, will ferment and 
produce a poiſun as injurious to health, and as 
: een nly productive of Fry: fever or other 


AL ot EE 4s putrid 
4 
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local cauſes 
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in New Haven »ccnficned the 
principal nen den in 1794 is, that the firſt 
perſon ſeized, Mrs. Gorham, had not any inter- 
courſe with the ſloop or the cheſt. She was not 
rere when the cheſt was opened 


3 nor was an 
le from the veſſel ever carried into the houſe. 
Fer this aſſertion Mr. Gorham is my authortty. 
That the girl, Polly 30 _ was preſent when 
the cheſt was opene ans er wing "One" on ö 


> origit phenon a aa of epidemic 
Aiſeaſes ever been underſicod, the POPE of New 
Haven would have with a g ree 
of certainty, that; they wht not eſcape 60 
lence. TOR” ak mpegs Tom the f 
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x ab authenticated fa that Mr. Daniel Phenix, 
the treaſurer of the city of New Vork, and his ſons, were 
infected with a violent yellow fever by means of the fetid 
_ effluvia from packages of bills of eredit, which had been re- 
turned into the treaſury after being long uſed and paſſing 


3 ihrough dirty ſweaty bands, and then being kept eloſe · packed 


for ſome weeks in hot weather. The fact is related to me by 
Mr. Phenix himſelf. In the firſt caſe all the perſons con- 
cerned bad a fevere fit of the fever; a ſecond attack on 
+ tage eee nc . eng 


* * 


15 


an ginoſa warne. — in New ee and 


the neighbouring owns; ent * highly 
5 ROO, condition of the element. 
For many months pr ®CCC ding the vation of 


the fever, the oyſters on the coaſt of Connecticut 


were in a very ſickly ſtate. Many people can 


teſtify to the truth of this fact; I have an ae- 
count of it recorded at the time by the late 


Preſident Stiles. In a letter to his fon-in-lay, . 
the Rev. Mr. Holmes of Cambridge in Maſſa- 


chuſets, dated Sept. 25, 1794, he writes, that for 


twelve months paſt he had eaten very few oyſters, 
as they were diſeaſed, 


| Boſton. - Thoſe caught on the ſhores of Bran- 
ford, Killingworth, and at Blue Point, on the 
ſouth ſide of Long Ifland, were intolerable. At 
the date of the letter they were recovering and 
becoming more palatable. This is a RT. 
proof of the derangement of the element 

Further evidence of this fact was Carnes: by 


the multitudes of caterpillars which overran the - 
city of New Haven in the ſpring and fanimer of 
1798 In ſuch mnbem v were theſe — that. 


fer 


The preceding hiſtory 


to the tops of ckimnies. 


42 
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poor, and dropſical. He 
remarked this of the oyſters from New York to 
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and thrown. the. garb: 


1 of Fa wal would have are no oc ca- 
. Gon to appoint a committee to examine into the 


cauſes of the fever. It was hardly poſſible. in 


the nature of things that the human race ſhould 
eſcape the calamity of epidemic diſeaſes, - under 
the operation of cauſes ſo general and powerfi 

But theſe were not all. Mr. Gorham, hots 


family firſt ſuffered by the fever, had, in the 
month preceding the invaſion, cleaned a great 
ge, to the amount of a 


oY 


t-load perhaps, into the dock, The alternate 


| . waſhing. of the tide and action of a hot ſun 
had rendered the putrefaction of this maſs of 
fllth extremely rapid, and there being no current 


to remove it, the ſtench became intolerable. On 


the other fide of the wharf, a few rods diſtant, 
5 ms had been depoſited on the 


TY chat the water ding the flux of the tide 


| might preſerve them; but a great part of them 


food ſpoiled, and added, to 66; init: wy. 


atmoſphere, bee Ke 
At the e eee the 3 which was 
uſed by the people on the wharf was found to be 


5 25 polluted by a large number of dead rats, ſuppoſed 


6. 


0 have been poiſoned in dne neighbouring 


, A8 er „ 4 A 1 FP {FOUR 


* 


or Erb DISEASES. 


They w were eee — en offentive noſe of this. 
N and ne to _ in a once Sur 123 
mien oe Te: ro ee e 
Ts ae this liſt of een es 1 bar- 
mi of damaged pickled cod-fiſh had been thrown 
from a ſtore into the dock, aud the whole was 


80 noiſome was the air of the place for 


wharfinger deſiſted from his uſual nn 
walks on the wharf before breakfaſt. F or all 
theſe facts I have the js ii the ” ſon: 


Wh and Cy e-witneſſes. FF 


The putrefaction of fleſh, im} thirty: years. 
© obſervation; I can teſtify, will not always Pro- 
duce diſeaſe. But in a peſtilential ſtate of air 
the diſſolution of fleſh is unuſually rapid, and 
the acid evolved peculiarly noxious. In ſuch 
_ circumſtances putreſcent ſubſtances of all kinds 
appear to be 2owerful auxiliary cauſes of diſ- 
eaſe. The condition of the elements accelerates 
07 e en and that putrefaction in turn in- 
ereaſes the deleterious qualities of the air. 
Under the operation of ſo many td of 
diſeatahinſtond of beiug.ſurpriſed at the ap- 


pearance of a peſtilential fever, we are rather 


to wonder that its ravages were not more ex- 


| tenſive. That the/putrid fiſh was an exciting 


cauſe of the fever in New Haven is probable 


uncovered during the receſs of the tide. _ 


time before the fever appeared, Hoke | the 
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| om the early appearance of it in ſummer- 
The firſt caſe of it occurred on the lOth of 
June, which is earlier than the epidemic peſti- 
lence of America uſually appears, and which 
indicates the exiſtence of ſtrong local cauſes. 
| What further confirms this opinion is, that 
after a few weeks the diftemper was nearly or 
| wholly extinct. In July died only three per- 
fons, and for about two weeks no new caſe 
| occurred. But in Auguſt, the uſual time of the 
appearance of this diſeaſe in this part of Ame- 
Hex, it broke out with | freth violence. It is 
robable that the morbid local cauſes induced 
the diſeaſe in one ſmall ſpot before the pro 
ſeaſon for it to prevail. Theſe expe ee ex- 
tinguiſhed by the tides and a hot ſun, the dif- 
bs 3 ſubſided until the uſual ſeaſon for ſuch fe- 
The ſame took wy in New York in 
= 795, 1796, and 1798. 135 | 5 
_ + That the plague i in With, 5 ect was ASD: effect | 
| of a e ert * the elements, n with 
In the 7 year: a. abe da Arten 
originated and prevailed in New Haven, de- 
ſtroying more lives than the diſeaſe of the pre- 
ceding year. This diſeaſe is acknowledged by 
uble 4 0 to be of the ſame ſpecies as the 
er. —See Lind on that point, and 
| Ruſh's Works, vol. v. p. 3. where it is ſtated, on 
| the: * of B. * that ſeveral 
hav! os „„ ee 


or eripkure btskäske. . 


perſons took che yellow ver from folierk la- 
bouring under a dyſentery. It is well known 
9 NEG that an epidemic yellow fever has been 
rted by a ſudden change of WERE 0 into 
an ebene dyſentery, and vice verya, 
Baltimore in 1797. It is alſo true that the 
Fellow fever in autumn paſſes off in dyſentery, 


as in New London in 1798. The fame is 


at times true of the plague in Afia. This dif- 
eaſe at New Haven in 1795, as well as at 
Derby in 1794, demonſtrates the deleterious 
condition hoot _ marr in that Tegan + or 
_ vi cinity. OL? 
ae Taler hide was acl. we have 
- in the bad ſtate of the water in ſome wells 
in New Haven during the prevalence of theſe 
diſeaſes, in which, one of the phyficians of the 
city aſſures me, were animalcules viſible to the 
naked eye. This fact correſponds with what 
occurred in Athens during the plague, where 
| the badneſs of the water, it is ſuppoſed, led the 
people to aſcribe the diſeaſe to the poiſoning of 
dhe wells by the Lacedemonians. A fimilar fact 
| probably led the Germans, in 1949, to ſaſpe@ 
the Jews had poiſoned the wells, and to maſ- 
mere them without mercy. This ſtate of the 
and the ſickneſs of the oyſters alone, 
Vo decide the point, that the principal ſources of. 
5 Ide _— 14 APE. ane were. in 1 
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f 1 was ; affe@ed by. the: fever e inter- 
. courſe, with the ſick or with infected clothing. 
On careful enquiry I find this is not true, 
Several perſons were ſeized who were not in 
the rooms or houſes « the ſick, and who could 
not be expoſed. otherways than by We > 
. along the ſtreets. But ſuch perſons could not 
/ take the fever from the effluvia of the diſeaſed. 
Men who ſuppoſe this, are unacquainted with 
the powers of infection. Dr. Chiſholm ſtates 
; expreſsly that the radius of infeQion. in that 
diſeaſe at Grenada never exceeded ten feet, 
that it was eaſy to avoid it, and many” who 
lived in the houſes with the tick. eſcaped. — 
Med. Repoſ. vol. ii- 288. Dr. Lind, the ableſt 
writer on the ſuhject, who ſpent his life in 
gaols and hoſpitals, has advanced the ſame 
| dine: A great number of fick in a narrow = 
| cloſe-built ſtreet may render the air of it infec - 
tious; but a few caſes in the wide ſtreets of. 
| Ne ew Haven could not produce this effect. In 
gener al, however, the diſtemper in this city 
was propagated by infection, the pollution. of 
the atmoſphere being , confined to a ſmall diſ- 
trift on and near the wharf, on low ground, to 
the lecward of the putrid ubances before 
mentioned, and near the Green., 7 4hige! 
af there, is, one, fact that wal decide the 
5 queſtion relative to the 1 of the pale 8 
. 1 . 1 5 e 10 


eaſes yielded to this fever. 

in June the ſecarlatina ſubfided, and in Septem- 
der, when the fever was moſt prevalent, the i in- 
habitants were almoſt n + The from every 
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ts 
| See Dr. Monſon's D Account of th the Fever, in £4 = 

2 lection, p. M0 ä | 6 7 | & 0 0 „5 8 9 4 1 
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re we have an \ infallible! eee by which 155 
to determine, whether a diſeaſe is an epidemic " i 


the place, or introduced and Propagated ſolely 
by infection. A diſeaſe of mere infection can 


never extinguiſh other diſcaſes of the Placel 


The finall-pox introduced into a town by v 
lous matter, and communicated to any propor- 


by tion of the' people, would not abſorb a "dyſen 


tery or ' ſcarlatina' prevailing in the ſame Place. : 


Every hoſpital will demonſtrate this priueipl D 
| A diſeaſe oecaſi my 


Houſe: Every diſeaſe that extinguiſſies other 
diſcaſes current in a town is an epidemic « origi- 


3 he atmoſpbere will produce that diſtemper, but 


it proves that it will produce no other. On this 


Principle I will reſt the queſtion, as Fi regar ds. 


not only the fever 1 in New 2 but IT 
He tilence that ever "exiſted; © 01472; 48-0 ** D 


631 * | 


fey er in New chen zack every other Ae * It 
In ſtated by the phyficians, that all other dif- „ 
v After it appeared pod 


ied ſolely: by infection would 
not affect another diſeaſe even in the next 


ating in that town. It not only proves chat 
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The ſummer of 1794 was, in man, ge 
s ſickly than in 1793 and 


dhe predomimant epidemic conſtitutian. In 


Philadelphia, died from 70 to 100 perſons. in 


the bilious plague ; in New York. twenty or 
| thirty caſes of the ſame diſeaſe indicated. a fimi- 
1ar condition of the elements. It was the gene- 
ral 4 0 in New heb that the city was 


and this, ee mortality Was, A. . 
prelude to the epidemic of the ſucceeding year. 
On the 15th of June was. a great eruption of 
eee equal to, that of 1779. Thi 
lays. ran down the mountain on the weſt, ane 
extended. to the ſea, onrrhel n ng g 1150 wen Uh 

#2 3 ak «Uno Map: a . 


r es 


BY 7 ah age. the bios e pres allee 
in Baltimore. No ſuggeſtion has been made 
that it was imported, and the phyſicians and 
inhabitants ſeem. to admit the diſeaſe to have 
been only a more malignant form of the ordi- 
Far autumnal remittent. pt oder | 
In the ſucceeding. winter che epidemic of the 
fummer and autumn eee in Nt 
2 into 
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into the en of eatarrh or vleuriſy, 
many 055 was at 
mania. N 09 7 4.614 4 44 
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the, atmoſphere inducing. them, uſually, affects 
the brain in a moſt ſenſible degree. This is 


obvious from the vertigo ſo Fequent. mo 
fickly periods ; pains in the head, dizzineſs, and 
nervous debility, often complained of by. ftu- 


dious men. In. ſome. periods; this affection of 


the in has ieee in epidemic, madneſs. 


Een 42 LA 


W cube: 405 a | diſorder. of this 1 ap- ; 
peared in New Haven, and its vicinity in the 


winter after the peſtilence. The patient was 


_ ſeized with a violent pain in the head between 
the os frontis and the coronal ſutures, Which 
was periodical, commencing about eleven o clock 
A. M. and increaſing till two P. M. In ſome 


eaſes the paroxiſm was accompanied with deli- 
rium, but the pain was limited to the head, and 
unattended with fever. No alleviation of the 
pain could be procured by the uſe of bleeding. 
purging, or opium, but a bliſter on the foreheail 

or temple ſoon relieved the patient, 1 effected 
a cure. This account is taken fame. Bae, 
. the tg a: W HbpC. 
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3 : 


re ede cold . | 
4 and in January 1795 the French troops marchec 


into Amſterdam, over the rivers and canals, on 


the'ice. ” This ſeverity was to be expected from 
the great 1 775 of 9 urius 1 in 1 ee 

| ſummer. ACT We FIN: Az. 
_ ""Catarth was eerie in Ja anvary' and Febru 
bh uy in the Britiſh channel fleet. In one wp 
5 it alfred 1275 e ſymptome of a pure typhus. N | 


| 325  Tronter' 8 Med. Nan. p. 566. £ 


| (7 4 Ii America tue ſins winter hs thier hah : 
uſual. Perſons walked: on the battery at New 
York for pleaſare on Chriſtmas-day, with no 
covering but their ordinary ſummer clothes, 
and veſſels ſailed up the Hudſon and? Connecti- 
cut till January. In the latter part of the winter 
. had ſome eh Wee on, and a cool: _ 
 Fpring; 1 %% LEGLÞ HSC Te : 
4 About the 20th h of: July 1 a ſeries of bu 
damp, rainy weather, with light ſoutherly winds, 
a ſeaſon anſvering: to the deſcription which Hip- 
pocrates has given of a peſtilential conſtitution. 
Heavy rains were followed by a humid, . 
0 0 air; no thunder and lightning, no north- 
weſierly winds to cool and refreſh the fainting 
bockes of men. Por many weeks the atmoſ- 
Phere was ſo loaded with vapour that no Ales 
tticity could be excited by the beſt machines. 
Ld wa 8 on the e fell half ratte a 


07 n ASES. 


| the market + paid in Sib Aber n e 
Hour ages rotted off between the head 
0 and the ſtalk, as they ſtood in the gardens. The 
. rated into the inmoſt receſſes of 
_. deſksand bureaus, e covering books, Papers, and 
| clothes. with mold, under two locks... The walls 
of houſes, and the n inner apartments, 
5 Aeame hit deen mold, and required ſeraping. 
This ſtate of the air produced alſo muſketoes 
with bu e while flies diſappeared. It is 

obſervable that theſe two kinds of i 
in en be gti of Ig ür 


ie u ec; bat to . Almi R 
Dr. Currie 0 1 Bilious Fevers, page eee ue 


4 Ae Urban e Was __ egrees 
by Farenheit warmer than the weather an 
8 den at the ſame ſeaſon, in the ten preceding 
ears. See Profeſſor Kemp letter in Dr. Bailey 
= ellow : Fever, p. 54. In the courſe of my 


life I never experienced a ſtate of air ſo debi- 


litating and unfriendly to animal ſpirits as e 
month of Auguſt 1795. The effects of it are 
2M ry. viſible in the Bill of Mortality for that year 
uin Philadelphia, which contains * ne the uſual” 
_ aumberiof deaths WII Y OT Ons 
ED no In 
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| * I July of e year ppeared the bihio 
plague in New os an firſt caſe that ex 
by ſome perſons to infection taken on board a 
veſſel from the Weſt Indies, called the Zephyr, 
N in which 2 _ died whom Dr. Treat aſſiſted 
| ing. But it is not probable that this 
opinion Was juſt, as many other perſons viſited 
the ſame brig, and the wardens of the port 
were on e while a part of her cargo, con- 
f damaged coffee, was thrown into the 
ſttream, wn the leaſt in convenience to their 
| bee bet 1 der of Dr. Treat, and 


Joly Gabor 55 account. for his diſeaſe. - 
But, 1 have taken the oY 

| of his diſeaſe from the fomes of a ſick or dead 
on, or from whe foulneſs OE IE he 


liter, del ein the W Hoek r nor did 
7 CT ON In: ara 
in the ſtreet where he died. N 
i It was 0 that three or our ſeamen » belong 


1 Dat on der, e and that 
theſe men | only came FER OI 8 
| 41 i „ and 


8 


FRET ghet 


5 PAR Wa i i es] a. „ diſeaſe from. the brig, ; i 


ae en or three wardens: of the port, who 
ſome. hours on / board while, a. damaged 
— was diſcharged, vleaped without, the leaſt 
affection, is ridiculous. tr ood 
ſhort all controverſy. on. | (this 5 
ſubject is, |, that fourteen days at leaſt; hefure 
the death of Dr. Treat, a man in the hoſpital 
died of a ſimilar fever, and the late Dr. W. P. 
Smith informed me in the autumn of 1795 that 
he viſited-anotl r patient. a blackſmith, with 
a ſimilar fever, e in July. In fac then, the 1 
Wu vas in New Vork before the arrival of 
the ſuppoſed infected veſſels, and the caſes 
which bewener TA in July were, the _— we 
of the epidemic bie wa nene * 
New You never ada. over = he whole eig. 1 15 
Ra ih was 40 ad. then Fram, and in 
the narrow alleys. The high. grounds in the 
centre of the city; and the weſtern ſide of the 
iſland, were healthy as Mas An .the. diſeaſes 


elevated: parts of dhe city, exhibit 5 
tagion, but diſappeared. A ſmall 5 — j F: 
the Citizens fled; molt of them remained, and 
purlled' 15 their occupations, - in the” 8 * 
art of th eng, wit bitte dle, The deahy, 


N The fever in New 


| were at leaſt 500 foreigners, Wen of whom had 
ech dene from Scottint and” Ireland 
| mortality i in New year Was 
Boy owing to the abus or b fnten, not 
ſeaſoned to the climate. 
* in 4795 0 is pre- 
eded by epidemic meaſles which / difappea ed 
| totally during the three months, when the fever 
vas the ruling diſeaſe, and re- appeared in N o- 
vember Za Uecifive evidence that the fever was 
produced and Controlled” by . fame eauſe us 
the meaſſes-. CCC 
It tis year ale a pere! u ons Same: Wife ht 
4 landing called Mill River, four miles from 
Fairfield," in Connecticut, and about ſixty miles 
en NewYork, a'fmall village near the water. It 
eported that this diſtemper was propagated 
at Mill-River by infection from New Vork. I 
Have taken pains to enquire carefully of both 
the attending phyſicians,” and clergyman who 
viſited the ſick, and they all agree that a man 
from New Vork had died of the fever in a 
neighbouring houſe” about three weeks before 
Ii Thi ie firſt pero feined, was taken ill. 
The diflerhþer\ affected others K m. family, 


& 2 VE 9 42 2 6 1111 8 45 FEE * Hs +1195 COLES 
F our hundred ſe ho Ronan to the C atholie 
congregation. under the Rev.. Mr. O'Brien, , moſt Po whom 


5 
had been ſo mort a time in the country that be did not know 
them. * ER 9 5 5 . 2 8 ee n -* 00M 


l : g 3 * 4 


45 7 nt the dii eim 


Pin. enn imported infection 
Ihe bilious remittent fe. 
diſeaſe 0 


f1 Hau tee bf the 


the'Delawa n een afon, | 
| dhe har * rac ing a fever. Dres Tay 


. 4 of contra 
and Hansford, two phyſicians: of long 


all its uncontrollable ſymptoms, occurs ev 
year in een eee ! i the ſai 


| la * 5 1 1 | | wy 13 1 Gy 
But during poſtilential- 0 ds thi 
that unhealthy country ta 


land, a few feet only above high water mark, 
and ſubject to autumnal fevers. The diſeaſe 


{3 + * ' 288 2 
$ ' * 1 b | N 3 2 1 . 4 $ 9 1 1 5 „ 
1 2 f % 


es 2 wider ſpread, and : 
:zomes infectious. In 1795: this was the caſe 
k, à town that is ſituated: on low, flat 


ev og: —_— in e narrow ſtreets and poor 5 
was moſt fatal to ſtrangers. 18 
o rem: ukable fact occurred there, and are 
relatec — rho gentlemen above named, to prove 
that the diſeaſe was occaſioned ſolely by a ge- 
- neral ſtate of the atmoſphere in and about the 
wn, without infection. The. firſt is, that 


exper” 
rience at Norfolk in Virginia, ſpeaking of the 


Vellov fever of 179, ay, · The ſame fever, vit 


ee who, viſit d the port, although n were 


19 5 ; 10 3 | not ; 


18 


1 Shen in town the diſeaſe had nearly diſax 


2 7 
2 7 1 - 
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Wet Kew th Turbel had ahcvas e with the 

fick, took the b e e died on ther return. 

into the country. F 5 

But a more remarkable fa that the ſeamen 

in a thip from Liverpool, which did not. | 

nearer than five miles diſtance Mblnths 9 town, 

and which had no interoourſe With 

except by means of the health boat, v 

all attacked with the diſeaſe in —— Aer 
their arrival. This was late in tlie ſeaſon, and | 


In 1794" ſeveral caſes of the fame fever had 
occurred in Norfolk. In 1797 the diſeaſe was 
again frequent. In 1795 and 1797 the diſeaſe 
Was ſuppoſed to be augmented by the great rains 
and floods which had preceded, bringing down. 
the river and ſpreading! on ebe _—_— POE 


Hvel win of —— in New Vork 

State, prevailed à mortal dyſentery and typhus = 
fever. At Cockfackie, on the weſt of the Hud- 
Toh, raged finilar diſeaſes with fatal effects. In 
Tote weſtern parts of the State, near the marſhes | 

, Which border the lakes, a malignant bilious 
Toe was even more fatal than in New York. 
In Sheffield, A welterg _ in Maſſa 


% 


1 e : 
+ To 


ay that; town the eats of i © matted 


"prin of this peſtilential period was obvious. 


Many cafes of intermittents occurred in 1793, 
and à few inſtances of bilious remittents. 
was during the plague in Philadelphia. 854 1794. 
early in ſpring, inflammatory diſeaſes of the 
nn kind were unuſually frequent. Theſe 


more frequent than in the 


July appeared the bilious remittent, and 
habitants of 160 who lived vithin's mile « and a a 


half of the ſouth pond, were 


of 209 intbicans nt 150 were affe 
wen eee e 
In 1796 the dyſentery, which eee 


Attacks on children, and not 
take e Oy fame diſeaſe or with 


nicks ra MP a CS ae 


"ou 2A eee re m half. 1 _ __ 


tackec I with' one or a e. * 24 
9 KS T dite 
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fevers, which had not been N there for 
an. ue egen der n eee 


This 
by intermittents, which were 


itants within ne fourths of "iO 


a in many preceding years,” began its 
long after adults 


— . — . — 
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Create ot mal ey in the autumnal Aiſeaſes, : 
3 eee eee to the wor om af d 1 7 
tery ane e e 4 
10 5 Mete . No led. R * un Des, 456. | 
* £2 Ft of. p63 a Ke . 1 Ne 1 4 : 
ITec + i pe 10d: ah mortality p pre: 
ted. Appar: the geeſe in ſome parts of our 
country; and in 1796 a ſimilar mortality among 
other fowls. 1 have not been able to obtain a 
particular deſeription of the N e but ijt 
was obſerved that the MY? from apparent 
wy 55 to B Was v ad rapid. bin oÞ ICE 
New York. Pot .eptder 
ticut; and unuſually va mate ond 
In 1796 alſa the bilious plague again appeared 
1 New Vork, but in a different quarter of the 
city from that which was principally. affected in 
the preceding year. In 1795 it began, and was 
moſt general in the north-eaſtern part; in 1796, . 
in the ſouth- weſtern part near the battery; and 
in both ſummers its ſeat was along the wharfs 
on the eaſt river, and in the adjoining ſtreets and | 
alleys. All this part of the city is a level, formed 1 
= by extending the land and Wwharfs caſtward —_ 
into the river. The land i is of courſe looſe,and : 


whichia are n rate 


} 
0 
. $01 3 


| * Th 4 85 2 
cla. 1206 u 5 new Wharf | 


| kinds « pe aer, thy ee ail was ae | | 
poſed. to be a powerful cauſe of the diſeaſe. 


| Beide, the quarter in which the fever raged 


in this year is almoſt wholly covered with old 
„and many of them, built before 
the raiſing and paving of the ſtreets, have their 
oors two or three; w"_— below! mY 8 88 | 


abe ee e se 6 of 
In this diſtrict appeared. alle gallon Covers in 
1 but a ſeries of rainy weather and cool 


pended its action. Succeeding hot weather 


revived it, and in the limits above deſcribed, 


extending about forty or fifty rods, it occaſioned 

conſiderable mortality. The other parts of the 

: d in the uſual autumnal ſtate 8 
health, with een a * ae caſes eq the WE 


; : eity rem in 0 


1 CCC 
. ; | # Ek 25 

£ my ; > I f 
Fs * WW 


north-aſ, was e eee 2 principal 
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| 2 few caſes in that town 


nor e 11 Chinato the fever ſuc 
one of the moſt deſtru 
that city, and was in part aſeribe to the water 
which had fallen imothoopen's cellars an 
" nated.” „ TT og bi WA Fe: „ 4 
Winged Newbury Port there was" no plauſible pre- ; 
L tion ; and the re belief was, that the im 
mediate exciting cauſe was the remains of * | 
numbers of fiſh which had been l 


. Different opinions were enterta 


10 origin. EN 


U 2 this «year the diſeaſe 


d infec- 


left to 


about the origin of the fever; but the phyſician | 
who gives this account has no doubts of its 


bee in — * 


s ever known in 


| ſldnbh. ! in that 6 4 
of mortality indicated 
has the bilious plague occur 


pet rene le eee 


5 — — be the 
1 Lene in eee of al 


as in all de . where th6/h N pe delit- 
lence ew its appearance. In none of 
the northern States, which are uſually healthy, | 

HE we F Mrs for app r The dif- 
ſtreet or n e en upon the 1 | 
3 it 3 n or 1 in Gti wy wait 


enn Lever from Nichols Pike, OJ 
1 


de de e e eee in a dnn ; 


part of the town, adjoining the wat 


phyſicians were unanimouſſy of opinion es it 


vas not ene by veſſels s from, OA: but 


— Anke of eee 


: tron gly marked this year by the poormeſs: - the 
- awe brought mne Vork market. ey 
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reſerve jen The uid caught in Conn Qti- 
| Nane ün the like condition. 1 * > F LF ret: 1 TY 
Some eaſes of elle tos) Phi 


F 41+ treo | And, 0. v. 9. 
„ It bits been n e 
ter of 1795 was remarkably 1 in urs 
In America the winter was as mild as uſual. 
In the ſummer and autumn of 1796 the north-⸗ 
ern States experienced a moſt ſevere drought. i 
Tue following winter was very ſevere; the cold 

VE euer what is eee ee b of e 
Wt The ſumr er of ee eee and OY - 4 NE = 
TE. wititer of 1797-8 was very pc and; fevere; 
__ commencing early in November, 

ing till late in March. The Hydfon: nd the 
Connecticut were cloſed by the 20th of — k | 
ber—a rare occurrence. The winter began : 

without e with a d | | 
5 mee to 1 hs of aſtronomers, 
5 —_ near the earth, although it was of ſm: 
apparent magnitude, and ſeen by few people. 
The influence of this ſpecies of bodies, in 
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3 high tides and violent ſtorms, has 


that TIE bay reſided 0 on a hei 


common tte but Fi eee by ring titles 
of We e We conſequence 8 


A s early as the laſt week in May I obſerved; 
| high tides were | unuſually frequent, and the 2 
ſwell extraordinary.” In the city of New Vork 

the e _ was . eue ad the inhabit- 

often ite whack ao 8 were e 

heſe tides were not to be accounted for on any 1 

known prineiples of lunar influence, and E 
eee mentioned the phenomenon to my 

but without ſuſpecting the e k 
he ame phenomenon was obſerved at other 
laces] In Norfolk the epidemic * r was in 
| pul aſcribed to the unuſually high tides, as ws 
have been informed. On the Delaware: the 
overflowing of the low lands below Philadel- 
phia was extraordinary, and ſome phyſicians 
aſocribe to that cauſe the yellow fever that "I Tk 
way a family by the name of Whitall. 

I hmentioned theſe p 1enomena | n converſation 

with a gentleman in 8 amford*, nitantly 

The! Hon. Joka' Davenport, m now eee in Con- 


I 1 : 8 44 n n {13 {'} UNS HO; £44345 114 
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1 e of comets on the ocean is well 


ordinary tempeſt on the 25th of -pten 


account. He ae e that the ommon e 
tice in that town is to mow the ſalt meadows at 
the (quadratures of the rant when the tides 
ate ſmall; but in 1797 the calculations failed, 
ople were put to-great krouble-to oled 
| on account of unuſual tides, a eireum- 
ſtance that created he This was in Au- 
\ bad paßte, eee ar fac of 


ech! e aer A — 


4 ' 
5 


In Rae a W ee a e n! | 
tember, nn 
up men and ie them fe diſtant) The 
aſtr. ee erik b : 
ze approximation of the comet. 
A ſtorm of hail in the province: of - Md 
in France; and on the borders of Burgu ann. 
. deſtroyed. the vines and fruits of the earth in 
thirty-four villages. In enten Yiations ale 
afterwards by: the Councils of France four mil - 
lions were granted to repair the e by ; 
inundations, and other diſaſters. „ nn 
e | : On OE 


8 
of 


*% 


f ear quake was felt in the weſtern | 
In England the inn Was cli cies as 1 ke 
injure. the crops, and. threaten the inhabitants 
h a ſcarcity. It would require Naga to relate 
all — bogdtin e at Britain, from 
b. © months the: Black. Seu 


henſions en Pats of ; 
In n rene 170 South Am 


| and. rivers of x 


wy Fry Tas v8 4 4 4I7 


n abs. pt ir anuary 
earthquake was felt in Lancaſter, Pens 

and che neighbouring towns, during n a . 5 
ue from the earth a flax er * 8 
In chis . the fevers cod, re: N 
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in n ry mil earth 
in che fame month. * a An Ai 
Royal en Jan's 10 170 3 
C5 EY . e e TIE! 1 0 
Wet" eee on we 4 weſtern el G 
matra, in the Eaſt Indies 7 

This year, 1797 was remarka 

by or phenomena in Europe * 
2 In England a peſtilence 4 * 7 FE: n 


ee the untrhake by choufünds vn ly fert ut 


this diſeaſe began as early i nt Die! 
 Eveded an epidemic cata rrh among the! 
race. ONT _ wo Hague w. 
Mtutedt anenquiy into'tis remark 
5 enen. Þ3 PRACT FA noi it "31 4. rt oF 31198740 
This cat⸗ diſtemper a ppeare- 5 n Philadelphia 
| n/ſearly us June, and proveeded'non 
ward, the eutarrh of 1789. In A 
it was vey 4 fatal in New Vork, end in we 
courſ& of the ſummer and autumn it ſpread 
ſtruction among thoſe animals over the nortliern 
e iii nad ot imo ien dig bios 
In Auguſt dead Hm ir great 
ſeen to float down Jai 
many days in ſucceſſion. e ent 274; 
Can ine madneſe, during "oy cams yur wi 


19 © 


effects 


nes river in w. for 5 


the fir + volume of the Medical eee 


mena indicate an unhealthy ee 


[of the elements. "But it iva-remarkable fact, that 


Thus in England, the ca 


healthy in 1797,” while cats. 


whit the wee, or yi ne er. diſeaſe, 5 
is enen, the n. race in one nen 


wol terrible mortality 7 
. 1797 z the Bills 5 Mor t 
_ which had been ſwelled very high by 
anginas. and malignant fevers, fell nearly to 
1 andard ee aps are nen e 


moe, Norfolk, and: Charleſtown, i in the ſouthern . 
erg and at N een In: the: mn 


8 ſeaſon. or other local and temporary * 
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ſome places and ſeaſons the principal force of 1 
- thisi eee oviatijtniaions Pokey to be ſpent" on i 
one ſpecies of eee while others are exempt. - 
arrh in 1797; which had 
affected e ente FIG the epidemic ſeized 
ica, the northern States, with 
ava exceptions of a few places, were remarkably 
died in multitudes. | 


bk: 


„ F 


4s 
is 
. 


ee y of B. 
"na: wens to be paſſed with a 3 
not "The following is a correct abſtract 


| died: Caius: he waned 


oy ed, and Was found to cont 
ich oould be the f 


un nothing 
2 nme the #4 | 


Weſt © Baltimore remained in a ane r alu 
health. . e 2 


ns Eaſt e © (relle Weist) » bilious 


fever had ſhown itſelf early in the ſeaſon} and 


| { cOraduntly ſpread and grew worſe; but was ſup- 


; 1 0 ſeaſon. It therefore excited no alarm 


av eee ——— com- _ 
men. The Chairman of the Board addreſſed a 


letter to each of the phyſicians in that part of 


he city, requeſin St to Wo net e 
-” 


any. 


* : 


- it F ielded for nes 
the;yellow feuer. [The baden in del io n 
e facts laſt ſtated. // | 


tagion, and ſays, It is in the locality. of our 


| ny; caſe af. conta Ts g 


* obſerv ation 


Dr. John . that 3 2 
. week in June a fever had prevailed and 


become epidemie, affecting all deſeriptians of 
people, but moſtly t 


—— dae er, | a 
Auguſt 26th; - Ec kk general, and 64 aſſumed 
to itſelf the ſole pit of the diſeaſes in 


that part of the city. During the wet weather 


in the laſt of July Sa beginning of Auguſt, 
us gave way to a recurrence of 


r. Coulter calls the fever an eßidenie. in 


adiſtinctiou to one from impo 


phere, the ſource of which Lean perceive 


of, ſtagnant 


zofe who labqured hard in 

the beat of the ſun, intemperate perſons, ang 
thoſe who expoſed themſelves to night air after 
the laboum of the day. The Alea Was: vig- 0 


| 11 had. put ry af D 


in every ten ſteps. 1. take in our ſtreets ;. ponds 
rater,  and.finks of putrid animal 
and vegetable. matters, exhaling perpetually 
under a hot ſun the moſt offenſive ume by 
The concluſion he drew Was, that the diſeaſe 
was not individually inſedious. He then men- 
agus the uniformity of the ſymptoms, pe. the 
ES RO ED, 
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cor pend ce of the fever with the di 
which have prevailed i in that city, and in other 
parts of the United States, for a numbe 
Fears paſt. He enumerates the ſymptoms, which 
are the ſame as in the Fame at rs 4 ia, 
| New York, and New Haven TY 
Doctors Alexander and J es ee in als 
| falta, that the difcaſe 1 was not OI" nor 
| Seeifienly -contagious. - . 
The Board of Health hed called tin 
if the phyſicians? in Weſt Baltimore, and enquired 
whether any contagious ſickneſs had come 
under their knowledge; they anſwered iu the 
Three of their number, at the re- 
to meeting, went to Eaſt Baltimore, 
and viſited a number of the ſick. They re» 
ported, on the 29th of Auguſt, that the diſeaſe 
was not a malignant, contagious, or yellow 
erer, but the bilious remittent. This e 
quieted the alarms of the people.. 
On the 2d of September the Commiſſioners 
were alarmed with the opinion of the phy- 
 Gieians 3 in that Ln of the city, n the coped 
Fire een of ee with Dr. Mularts, 
vent to Eaſt Baltimore to examine for them- 
ſelves. They found the diſeaſe had „ 
chiefly among the poor, who lived in bremen 
n wt vere W en il 
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5 5 


the whole, they” 1 e convinced 0 the ar aſe vas 8 
* Ot contagious. Ki 44 5 IH 

"4 The" next week vide Aiſorder alumed a more 
rhe aſpect. The launching of the fri- | 
gate on the 7th of September collected many 
people together, who were expoſed to à hot ſun 
and fatigue, which ſpread the diſeaſe to Weſt _ 
Baltimore. The next day the Board of Health 5 
received regular information, that there was 
contagion in the diſeaſe. A meeting of the fa- 
culty was called, and ſuitable Uiredtions' 'giveh 
to check and alleviate the calamity. . 
The whole number of interments 150 1b city 
and precinas, from Auguſt 1 to October 29, 
adults 408, children 137, total 547, out of 
2679 inhabitants Who 1 e in "Et; Balti- : 
more during the ſickneſs “““ 


This plain and candid närfätie of fas, 5 


which is certified by the Preſidents of both 
branches of the city council, and by the Mayor, 
Mir. Calhouſe, does credit to the integrity and 
diligence! of the Commiſſioners ;' and if the laws 
of nature are to be relied on for uniformity” of 
operations, this report alone will decide every 
diſputed point relative to ba OT _ Puedes. 8 
mena of the yellow fever. © © 8 
It is here decided by ccd See ö 
eride that precludes the carping of 'preju- 
dice and the eaſuiſtry of intereſt, that the yellow , 
yer and bilious remittent are the ſame” diſs. 
JV eaſe, 


\ 


"4 wy n in degrees n and 
it js agreed on all hands, that the remitting 
and intermitting fevers are the ns” e | 
with a fimilar difference of violence. 

| The diſcaſe began at Baltimore | in 1 87 we" 
| for more than two mor ths prevailed as a re- 
mitting fever of the common kind, without 
infection, and it is agreed on all hands not to 
have been of imported origin. During a wet 


1 ſeaſon, the damp weather .caft the diſeaſe upon oy 


| the inteſtines, and it appeared in the form of a 
; dyſentery—a moſt important fact 
what Dr. Lind has aſſerted, that a dyſentery is 
2 yellow or malignant fever ſeated in the 
1 Ne The wet weather ceaſing, the fever 
reſumed its former appearance, and gradually 
increaſed, till it exhibited nen forms, 9 81 
| n zinfectiqun ho idly 
Had the ady or the x omeſti 


| this fever contrived and. directed 'B. pal of 
f facts to prove their own d ä 


2 bann fe. wear Sience 


being conſidered as 


7 Het in eons.” W fei e 
In Philadelphia the fever; of 1 1797. appeared 
; as early as June i in ſporadic , caſes, one on the 
e e one on the 15th, and 
another on the gad Theſe caſes, inſtead of 
| zronfs. of a peſtilential con- 
11 eee oy . 


which proves 


F EPIDEMIC DISBASES. 5 5 335 | 
Ly n fickneſs, are thrown out of the queſtion F 


by the advocates of importation.” The diviſion 


of opinions which originated in 29 98 relatibde 
to the cauſes and origin of that diſcaſe, Ws 


revived with aſperity. One party among phy- 
| fieians contended that the N e e 0 


duced into the city by the: ſhip Arethuſa 
arrived from Jamaica and Havanna on ae 254 


of July. Another» party believed the ſources 


, of the diſeaſe to have been noxious exhalations 


uugment from the foul air of the Snow Navi 
gritlont from Marſeilles. The evidence: ta ſup- 
port each of theſe: opinions is publiſhed in 
the proceedings of the College of e . 


and of the Academy of Medicine. 


OO eity of Philadelphia was deſertec by 
many of its inhabitants; the e was. con 
fined chiefly: to the northern and ſouthern liber- 
ties, few caſes occurred in the central ſtreets, 


and the mortality exceeded very little one thou 
ſand ſouls.— The peſtilence, as due ee "_ 1 


lowed by influenza. Sis, 


In this year alſo the be W e | 
Ry off forty-five of the inhabitants of Providence. 


Of the progres of the peſtilence in thattown 
I have an exact and judicious account n 
Mr. Moſes Brown, which is here banks 
In 1791, the year when the diſeaſe. Grlla ap- 
peared 1 in New York and the Weſt een ſeve- 
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rom putrid ſubſtances in the city, with an | 


* anne HIS 0 * 3 


© women 1 died in one eee 

the centre! of the town, after an illneſs of three 
days. They vomited bilious matter, and were 

Fellow, with livid and purple ſpots. The ſe. 
ond being ſeized two days after, the. death f 
the firſt, might have taken the diſeaſe by in- 
flection, but no ſuſpicion exiſted that the. uſt 
had acceſs to any infecting cauſe. Los... 


On the lach of Auguſt eee n 


in a different part of the town; and on the 
21&-of September a fourth, with ſimilar ſymp- 
toms. As no alarm had - then been excited by 
Pellow fever, little notice was taken of theſe 
_ vaſes; hut a reſpectable phyſician, who attended 
in 1791, and who viſited NAY; patients in 1797. 
has e ee _ ſes to hong: been: the 
ſame. 37 383 1 er 241 77 
A ee amilar occurred in 1798, at 
on the weſt ſide of the river prevailed a ſingu- 
lar epidemic, in which perſons became yellow, 8 
with black urine, coſtive bowels, pains in the 
right hypochondrium, without fever. Some 
had petechial ſpots, and one perſon petechiz, - 
vibices, and gh he 1 diſeaſe was nat. 
mortal nor malignant. 10 bi 
An 179 a perſon FT Philadelphia died of 
the © plagyc: in n eee n 0 
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OF EPIDEMIC DISEASES. 5 


1 1794 ſeveral perſons. had the ame diſcaſe, 
but taken on à voyage from Carolina to Pro- 
; vidence; no n was - communicated from | 


the, 11th of: ge 1796, died J. Gifford, . 
reſpectable e man, 5 the AA peſtilential ver, 5 
vadle uc expoſure 10 any 
infection. cee eee. and buried under 

5 arms; but no infection was communicated. Two. 
years after, when the diſeaſe ee in dne | 5 
e his family were affected with it. 

_ "Several other caſes occurred in 1795; one of 1 

5 nem proved infedious. The diſeaſe was 29 | 
te to be imported, nor did it ſpread. 

Theſe caſes demonſtrate that a morbid ate 8 
of the atmoſphere. exiſted in Providence from : 

1791 to 1795, while other parts of the United 
States were ſeverely afflicted with peſtilence. 
They were the diſtant precurſors of a more ge- 
neral calamity in that town. Sporadic caſes of 
peſtilential fever do not render it certain, but 
probable, that the ee will, in a Tuba . 8 
| ſon, become epidemic. Fe. 
II 1796 cholera infantum and 1 dyſentery v 

Ir ö lent. TTY $4] 

In 1797 the hydrophobia prevailed in Rh & 

: Iland, as well as in other States. One inſtanee 


was remarkable. A man, named Lyon, was 5 


bitten. * * dae ine wound healed, but he 
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In this year prevailed at Veſt. Port, in — 
ſame State, and on Nantucket Iſland, a very 
malignant dyſentery. At Weſt Port died thirty 
patients of ſeventy- nine who were affected. On N 
Nantucket- the diſeaſe was leſs mortal; about 


of was "Frey that ae wok: of. whe 
Sie firſt ſeized there were neee of 
Patrick fiſh and other nauſeous matter. B41 
It was (ſuppoſed alſo that the diſeaſe vitht 
| dave: e — by nn. þ large 5 
come ska Was filled ith gras and the 
| ſhores ſtrewed with dead 

men, on this diſcovery, a a trench to 
drain off the water, and let in the tides ; after 
which it was eee er eee a leſs 
malignant type. 777 nttÞ 33707 
In 1797 the Porn 3 * the SI 
ne at Providence manifeſted: itſelf very 
early in the ſeafon, the firſt caſe os, death oc. 
curring as early as May sth. The next hap- 
pened on the 25th of June, the third on the 
Ath of July, the fourth on the 2fth, the fifth 
on the 2gth, and the ſixth on the Iſt of Au- 
guſt. The ſymptoms in all theſe cc 


W. ones "the _ Tun fever, the 
nee wn 7 Fo : 5 | | ; 55 : bodies 


es were the 
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bodies exhibiting more or leſs” petechim and 15 
vibices . Theſe caſes occurred before the arrival 
of the fchooner, to which popular clamour af- 

tterwards imputed the Whole evil. Theſe were 

pj. the ſcattered precurſors which, had the ſabjet 


» 


peſtilence ever been inveſtigated” with philo- 
| fophical ingenuity and chriſtian candour, would = 
have rendered the epidemic a probable” event to 
the citizens of Providence, "as early as Fuly, 
and would have taught them to uſe all hu 
means to avoid or mitigate the calamit v. 
On the sth of Auguſt arrived the ſchötlk 
9 e Capt. Barton, from the Mole of Cape | 
c las, after twenty- four days paſſage. Iller 
cargo ng ue re -f WN She : 


; Aber the plague induced 7 
4 lice Shs anders her to 5 rem. and 
1 clean ſi "* e 4 „ ws 1 e 
en enquiry it was found that thre of t the 
2 eee people had been ill in the Weſt Intlies, 
but no one died. One of theſe only hall been 
ill on the paſſage; but had (recovered fo as to 
do duty ſeven days before her arrival. There 
- were five perſons on board during the p paſſage, 
5 none of whom were affectetl by diſeaſe.” Oo 
The death of Mr. Arnold, the 'cuftom-houſe 
| officer, who was ſaid to have viſited the ſchooner, 


eral of his family, gave riſe to a re- 
. rort "that- the _ e from fomes intro- 


duced 


dable he the eee Os on Tei is not 


certain that Mr. Arnold had viſited the ſchooner. | 


IIIs ſon had been on board; but it happens 2.5 3 


M. A mold, who had not been 
ſchooner, Was ſeized with the fever 


before her ſon, and more than three ogy pn * 


her huſband. This vulgar report, which, had - 
it not been flifted, might have been recorded 
as truth, like multitudes of ſimilar tales in Eu- 

5 _— and: America, and become the baſis of 
durable errors, all vanii 

| candid honeſt inveſtigation. 44 ov ** 
Further, another officer of Dis toms „ ep 


on board of the ſehooner ſeven 1 nig 


ive, and another young man tuo eee = 


without . the leaſt inconvenience. / I 
| therefore, the ſlighteſt groun 


ſchooner of infection 


It was alſo reported that a woman Ws 9 
blankets belonging to a ſeaman who died took 
| the fever. This, on enquiry, proved to be an 
idle tale, although it had been circulated over 
the country for truth. The blankets in queſtion 
p belonged to one Brown, a ſeaman, who had not 
been fick, and having no occaſion. for them in 
warm weather, the blankets had lain in his 
cheſt. On his arrival they were carried home, 
and ſpread on the fence to be aired, where Fe 
bug ſome. tinge... Two or three days after they 
„ 8 e . | were 


Fi - 


es into; RO ae a 0 


* 


25 
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. waſhed, and the women concerned in 
waſhing: dis were taken with the fever the 
next day“. But the perſons who firſt handled 
them when they were opened were not affected. 
The fever could not be taken from them, for 
| they were never uſed by any ſick perſon. 
mern ſtronger circumſtances attended this af 
Fair. The blanket belonging to Rophy, the 
a fick ſeaman on the paſſage, and his other 
clothing worn during his fever, and coloured 
1 by his ſweat, were carried to his houſe 
before they were cleanſed; the blanket was 
ſpreacl out for his chen to YI: on before 
it was' wathed, and afterwards waſhed by his 
wife ; but no e une any mea. 1 all 
this infected clothing. 
Such are als of im 1 ported Alete raiſed a by 
_ Ignorance, and propagated by credulity or pre- 
Jjudice, to which the buſineſs of the merchants | 
and the commerce of my Rego 01/6 are ta be 
 ſherificed. . 64 
"A bans that” occt arred. 2 Net: lan 8 
of Auguſt, four days after the arrival of the 
ſchooner, contributed to extend the fever. A 
quantity of hemp, of about two tons weight, 
paſfing by a blackſmith's ſhop took fire by 
means ef a ien This e no ſerious 


0 2 Their WP: ſeized wad exe 1 is prof chat voy did | 
nike the e ee, 1 
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among "the citizens, 10. was ee, by on 5 


caſes of fever. The reader will recollect that a 
8 ſimilar fact n at Malti ; e al tl See — 
ing of the frigate. ns bs dat} 


People who. do a. nd, ah. pk mal 
economy. reſort. to infection for an explanation 
of ſuch effects. They ſeem to think that the 
cauſes of diſeaſe muſt, be viſible or peroep- 


tible. This is all a fallacy. The whole ſecret 


| is, that when peſtilential diſeaſes prevail, the 
nervous ſyſtem 1 18 over-excited, and conſequently 5 
extremely ir ritable. At ſuch. times, a fourth 
part of the fatigue, or agitation of mind, Fhich 
perſons can ſuſtain at other times, with perfect 
8 ſafety, will often excite fever. „ 


In Providence the plague had its local at- 


1 moſphere, Which Was in a part of the town, ex- 


. poſed to the effluvia from a diſtillery, / from 
filth of various Kinds, which, may be ſuppoſed | 
35 to have acted as exciting cauſes. A few e | 


however, occurred in other. ſituations, and ſpora- 185 


i caſes of the peſtilential fever occurred i In 


other parts of the State, as at Briſtol, Warren, 
Greenwich, Indian, Po inlays eſter, and War; 
5 wick. ti oO oe. R964; 
1 Providence 56 families were, alfecl d. N | 
before the arrival of the ſchooner, and. 48 af- 
_ terwards.. In 33. of . thoſe familie 


1 RENO. © in each vas ofa, and as ſome of the 
. 5 families 


the ulcerons fore throat. In the north 


— 


familles w | 


and attendants all eſcaped. 


Some cafes of the Wer ep bene the : 


8 following winter, and there were caſes alſo of 
the town, remote from the ſeat of the fever; 


in 1797, occurred: a ow” G 8 85 of ee fever | 
in 1798. 5 W 


By freian beine it appel that deli | 


vas epidemic in England in the four firſt months 
of 1797. If this was general and ſevere, no 
event is more certain than that ans on oe 
eaſes will follow in ſome parts of Europe. 


In autumn of that year the plague infeſted | 


5 Ca the Barbary Coaſt, and Corſica. 
By an official letter of the French miniſter 


re was a difference of * 


| Sotin, it appears that thi 
opinion in regard to the diſeaſe in Corſica, 
5 ſome perſons alleging it to be the plague, 


; it the plague were prepared to account for it 


by the tale of a Turkith veſſel wrecked on the 


e ah diſeaſe ſubſided without very 


extenſive effects. No ſmall alarm, however, | 


. was excited in England, and quarantine was 
3 Wars o be performed by all veſſels 8 
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Migni the infection could | not 
have been powerful. In Gs OR thy ee ! 


s a malignant fever. Thoſe who called 


% 
4 —— 


* % 
* 1 & 
4 
[4 1 
: . : 4 
_—_—_— OT — — . . bs 4 — 2 — — — 
— P ˙ — 
» — 6:0 ̃ k ²— — UN ,⏑— I —˙r— ⅛˙iÄÄ . —·˙ l. . — yQ a nr 


—— 2 — 


1 
* 
0 
= 
% 1 
. Fu 
* * =7 * 
3 j FR ; 
G K 
. · ü AGEs A A or 3 0, — —— I 
— 


r 


* % f 8 * 7 * 
7 ASS : 8 
5 A 3 


4 BRIEF mrerony 10 5 


3 
1 * 8 
? oY 
2 3 
* , 2 x 4 F £ > 
> : * 


3 Ini winter,” ET d - in the eaten dne) 1 
ſymptoms of the pleuriſy and peripneumony. 5 
It has already been remarked, that when peſti? 
lential fevers prevail in ſummer, the pleuriſy or 
other inflammatory fevers of winter take new 
ſymptoms ; ſometimes become epidemic, and 
even infectious; . Caſes of theſe inflammatory 
fevers encling in typhus have Fe in all | 
8 10 of America, ſince the year 1791. * 
In Hartford three robuſt men, two Wade 8 
and a couſin, died within a few days of each 
other, in the winter of 1796. FARE: Rr wn 85 85 
Kale were affected, but recovered. bY 
Almoſt a whole family in New! Haven was 
N away ſuddenly by a ſimilar. fever. 
_ Omar! fever was prevalent at Fredericktown in 
an in the ſpring of 1798. In the 
winter of 1798-9 numerous inſtances occurred 
in the northern States. It is the peſtilence of 
winter, induced by the ſame irritability of the 
nervous ſyſtem, which characteriſes the dp pond ; 
fevers of ſummer and autumn. . 
In the ſummer and autumn of 1797 a  malig- þ 
mas fever, attended with | dyſentery, was epi- 
- demic in Portland and its vicinity in the diſtri — 
of Maine... The dyſentery ſubſided in October, | 
but the fever continued; It appeared i in er ry 
| as well as town, and e e :onquered by 
the .ufe of alkaline. remedies. Many off the 
s had a * b Kin, and eee 
| ” " YR. 
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| Hmiptoins of: the fever of Our cities... In ane 
inſtance this en on the form of peſtilence. 
A morchant, in a village where no ſuſpicion of 
infection could eee bee was ſeized with 


a, malignant fever: he lingered till the 36tb 


day, and died highly putrid. His nurſe was 
ſeied and died: after death appeared livid ſpats 
son the body. A ſervant alſo; took the diſeaſe N 
and died, The nurſe communicated the diſ- 
caſo to three. perſons in the eee the: 0 
la il. CCC | 
"This 1 laſt . aher is Jecifive cs thas FO | 
: fever not only originates in 
eee but in villages in the 44th, degiee 
of latitude, à more temperate climate . _ * 
of New Vork and Philadelphia. 
In the winter ſucceeding, the peſtile prin- 
_ ciple ſtill exhibited? its effects. A 
_tinued Fee being uſhered in with nauſea, 


12 it was eee Oe with a ſore throat. 


2 {HY 30 3 8 
Ces moon &rs Leut, Med: Regie” val. B. 147. 
Wc > ty" mat by Foy 770 not. + . 71 Arb ap 538 hey eek | 
Ahe. ye 
5 general prevalence of the plague of our chmate 


P. FO alig rags 4c 
: 


eng and chills, ſucceeded by heat; but 


availec in almoſt 
2 ns : 


tribe: netic ee 


that has been known, and! in e da ow mo, 


-* 
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” cating the «proeminat conditic DT 


The preovding winter was long and R be- 


| 7084 what is uſual; the month of May follow- 
ing was extremely dry; June was remarkable 
for deluging rains, which occaſioned floods in 
the Connecticut, Delaware, and Suſquehanna, 2 
which did no inconſiderable injury. Two or 
three of tlie firſt days in July were extremely 
hot, and ſuce 
weather. Then commenced a long period of 
the moſt ſultry weather ever known in our» 


eded by twenty days of very cͤt 


cli Imate, n in ſome places with great 


| rains, CIP 55 ID 1] VJ TILE 4 A © 


In ſpring. (Bilious, — 
Am aa caſes very early, indi- 
1 of: 42 nd x 


= oo aden n de paſtures a 5 e. 
5 fields. * 5 i SOIC 1 Fit 18 Ys 41 ; 


{The petilenntial Gree in Philadelphia a 


early in the ſeaſon ; a number of caſes eee 


in June, and more in July. In Auguſt oy $ 
the city was alarmed, and ſoon deſerted by at 


- leaſt three fourths of its inhabitants. The dit 


J and extended to the 


ua iy III 


bo | remotſt part of ne city, vn nent for- 
5 pur Ries wing to this 


1 


eee 


DEMTC DISEASES. — © 34% 


red which had eſoaped in for- 

. me aer, The number of deaths amounted to 
about $440; The diſeaſe, as uſual, abated mit. 
the appearance of froſt; but individuals were 

attacked with it, and a ue of, in Nag midſt - 5 
the following winte 
It is alleged by We ane ths the Fay 
woas introduced into Philadelphia by the ſhip -_ 

Deborah, which arrived from Jeremie, and an- 
chored near Race-ſtreet wharf on the 18th of 
July. It is admitted that perſons who went on 
board of her ſickened and died; but ſo did 

others ficken and die, at and before that time, 
who were never near that ſhip-. Many caſes 

5 occurred three or vm . before her. ane ET 
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voyage; and might contain infection, 
ſons viſiting her might receive that infection; 8 
but theſe facts do not reach the point. The epi- | 
demic began in all parts of the city, in ſcattering. 
_ caſes, {carey to the arrival 2 this dene and 
have eſcaped” the e 7 \This is evident, 
from the indians its precurſor s. 
The peſtilential fever was fatal to 57 perſons VF 
in the village of Marcus Hook; vhere the firſt 1 
erſe Aer uus, were a ſhallop-inan- and others 
n ee ee ee een, 
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1 In Cheſter died 50 of the fame he 
E | aa pen asd was © lad who fegen band 
Ry i: a ſhallep employed in trading to Phi 
wude badet bern un Philadelphia,» 
mnmaaetended that the ſhallop vas infected · 
. . * Sin 2 n 2» eee Memoirs, P- 1 mY . 
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3 wy 7, Wilmington in the State of Del 
thirty miles from Philadelphia, the ſame. diſeaſe 
7” 806 wel "gauſubt- ewe vl We 
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om careful enquiries it was found, that the 
diſeaſe: nou? have originated where it exiſted; 


no intercourſe having been held with infected 


pPilwGꝰaces. u 


1 infectious. 


At Norwalk in Cosnes deut dd fvveril pers | 5 
s of the ſame diſtemper. The Phyficians avs — 
doubtful as to its origin; as ſome eaſes may be 


to a diſeaſed perſon who had been in 


New York. Three caſes, however, occurred af —_ 


ſome miles diſtance from the heart of the town, 


in perſons who __ e in ho way: er = 0 n 


ee 3 
| us. Lau front pt Ben. 


94 "Rp feſt week mn e ed & bilious . 
ber in M0 Vork, between Old Slip and 


Coenties Slip in the ſtreet next to the water; 


| 1 place remarked for great accumulations of 8 
filthy ſubſtances. By the exertions of the health 


commiſſioners in covering theſe nuiſances with 


_ freſh earth, this alarming fever ſubſided in that 


: : | — and diſappeared by the 26th b of 4 


zat month. 


But on the 12th the e wed in 1 855 BY 
abt. of the eity, and about the 20th began to 


extend, and aſſume à more formidable afpect. 


Tue diſtri of the city ſubhestedd to its moſt 


deadly ravages was that, ſection comprehend 
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between nn. and Beekman-ſtreet; parti- 
cularly in Cliff-ſtreet. and its neee rhood. 
The probable cauſe of this was the fetid air 


from large quantities of ſpoiled beef ſtored in 
the cellars in Pearl-ſtreet, on the windward ſide 
of this ſection. The. cellars were filled with 
. water by heavy rains, or were otherways dz 


which circumſtance,. added to the extreme- out | 


of the ſeaſon, occaſioned a greater loſs of ſalted 


proviſions than perhaps. was ever before known.. 
To augment. the effect, large quantities of pickle 


| had been diſcharged in the proceſs of repacking 


beef not then ſpoiled, but in a bad ſtate, which 
pickle had run into a ſewer in Burling Slip, 


1 from which iſſued a very offenſive ſmell“. 


About the laſt of Auguſt the citizens of New 
York were e ned ane e Tom 


1! - There f is 3 to AE that Ges if not 1 to 
preſerve the article to which it is applied, accelerates putre- 
faction, and renders che gas more noxious. Mr. Brown of 
Propyidence relates an experiment he made, by which it ap- - 
pears, that fleſh/in pure water will not putrify ſo ſoon as in 


1 Vater in which a few grains of ſalt have been diſſolved. 


Do not the ſaline particles in the air on the ſea coaſt ler 
the putrefaction of fleſh and vegetables more rapid, and the 
exhalations more deleterious, than perfectly freſh water? And 
may not this be one reaſon why peſtilential fevers appear 


_ - firſt, and are moſt general, in maritime places? It is an im- 


portant fact, that the inhabitants near the ſalt ſprings, or 


rather near the Onandago Lake, where the ſalt water 7 min» : 


Sles with the freſh, ans e 6 
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- thejniftito tbe. vun Mig 0 Diatchvaints anal 


= the city which has hitherto been exempted from | 
the violent effects of the plague, but a large 


proportion of the people deſerted ti city. The 


iſeaſe was more malignant than in its preceding 


viſits, and exhibited more frequently the bub 


5 and carbuncle. ; It extended over two thirds of 
the city, and numbered with the dead about two 
_ thouſand of the inhabitants. I am informed 


that the diſeaſe was leſs. generally charaerifed 
„ and that vene- 
econ was Jos generally ater: ith IN 


with the inflammatory diathe: 


5 


effects than in former years. 


The diſeaſe exhibited little infection ee N 


the limits of its own - atmoſphere. In tlie hoſ- 


pital at Bellone, two miles from the city, were 


lodged about 300 patients ill with the plague; 
yet ſixteen nurſes, ſeven waſherwomen, and the 
| boatmen who conveyed the ſick from the city to 


the hoſpital all eſcaped. Dr. Douglas, the at- 
tending phyſician, eſcaped the fever until Oc- x 


tober, when he viſited his friends, and ſept in 


the city, three days after which he was ſeized po 
with the fever. — See Letters from the Health _ 


Office by Dr. Richard Bailey, whoſe zeal, talents, 
and r in his eee have n been 


equalled. | I te 
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6 of this/fever. In W = 
the fever, in the hoſpitals they did not; that is, 


tion of . the atmoſphere, and ngt 55 eee 
e which is to be dreaded. 185 


5 af: me town, N ſup- 


; | 6; & My TAS | 4 


4 


the diſtemper has an atmoſphere, in which it n 
readily contracted; beyond that atmoſphere it 
is not infectious. In other words, it is a Condi 


Thus in 1797 the Fugitives da 1 FAA 
Philadelphia did not ſpread n feper in! ad 


# in ould agree and rſs the 
i diſeaſe, in 1798 it would. Tr 


In Boſton the diſeaſe i near ado! wn 


| 4 and the neighbouring wharfs, im the 
month oo June; but its moſt violent effecis 


ced on the ſouth ſide of Fort Hill, 


eee, eee eee and expoſed to 


free air. This circumſtance has occaſioned no 


mall ſurpriſe; but as the fever of 1796 began 


in that part of the town, perhaps we may ſind 


eau n the very extenſive flat between Boſton 


and Dorcheſter Point, which is uncovered. at 


bow water; perhaps in the expoſure of that hill 
_ to the direct rays. of the ſun; perhaps in the 


nature of the foil, which is clay of a ſolid 


texture, and fitted to retain on its ſurface what- 
ever impure ſubſtances are thrown from houſes. 


The fever afterwards mvaded the 1 


* i 
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8 poſod te be excit. 
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where the diſeaſe was originally cont | 
Ihat is, infection was attached to the altered 
than to the diſeaſed perſons, as was before ob- 
_ ſerved in regard to New York. "This is true 
of every peſtilential epidemic fever. 
_ © "The ſame malady appeared at \Portf {mou 
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a 6 ip noxious ; xhalutions. 'S 


A firft it attacked the md; cena ot 


in the ſeaſon it attacket 
Ss n habits: At firſt it was 


eee e Ale Ge be 
rival of : froſt, wo Po off about 200 


* 


MS. letter n ee full 3 


count of this fever by Dr. Rand, Medical 


Aer vol. ii. This Gentleman 'obſerves, 
that no infection appeared, except in yn 


in New Hampſhire, with equal mortality, as ; 


far as it extended, but its re was «limited 
to a ſtreet near the rive. ny 


New London, in 


n aneRicut, is Sting in 


: a very healthy part of the. country, on a harbour 
whoſe thores, as well as the ſurrounding lande 
_— and hel its popular 
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K in we laſt week” in Auguſt 1798 this owe. 
banter; Which em in the family of Mr. 


Bingham, keeper of the Union coffee-houſe. 
No veſſels from the Weſt Indies, no fick from 


infected places, occur Wer this inſtance to aid 
popular eredulity. 
*abaudoned by the citizens o 


the town. The 


fever was very fatal within its atmoſphere, which 
was confined to Bank-ſtreet and its vicinity, - 
a part of the town well built, clean, and airy 
as any ſtreet in the city. Within a ſmall ſpace 


were _— houſes: nen oy 92 eee 
number died; two only eſcaped the diſeaſe. The 
fever en about reef weeks, egg wed 
ow mY Gn was 81. 5 
1 re account of rhe . C. Holt. 


on enquiry,” 1 f and thi t this diſeaſe at OR 
London had its precurſors 1 in ſporadic « caſes of 
the _ ny e's in theitheee, TORY ſummers, 


the | n e c ae e occurred in 
1796, ann eng died of the ſame fever 
M. Gri "Eſq. and ſoon” after his mother, 
| yn wo | munication 8 e 
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by the plague of our 
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aden | LG a was in operation, as” bs. 
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e by the Bills of Mortality. The n 5 
number of deaths in that town does not exceed 


60 in a year, but iti 1795 the number was 86— 


in 1796 the Bill was 80—in 1797 it was 101 — 

and in 1798 133. Here we obſerve a great aug- : 
mentation in the mortality of the town for ſome 
years hefore the peſtilence, and eſpecially in the 


year next preceding ita cool ſummer, and 


generally healthy; but in that town, where peſti- : 


lence was approaching, it was marked by ' 


_ unuſual mortality. The importance of this 
fact towards a right underſtanding of the _ 
cauſes of ue ee cannot be a 55 

taken. - 
* Confiderable: quantities of ſalted: fiſh which 
lay in certain ſtores in New London, and which 
had not been well cured with the uſual quan- 
_ tity of ſalt, became fetid and offenſive, although 
not putrid, and aſſumed a red colour, with a 
ſlimy feeling. It alſo loſt its texture and firm- 
neſs. This was opened and ſpread in the ſtreets 
for the purpoſe of being dried, and from its 
offenſiveneſs and vicinity to the place where 
the diſeaſe firſt appeared, it is ſuppoſed to have 
been an exciting cauſe of the fever. This opi- 
| nion We probably ſome foundation; won ways rid 
. not always occaſion diſeaſe. 
| 15 is re true that the bad mute ef the 
fim was partly owing to a previous bad ſtate" of 
VVV e the 
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an air, ee it afterwards be s 


9 the worſe ſtate of tho air. 9 
1 at this as ae is, N "= 


What ſeems to 


1 multitudes | of. muſketos, in the adjacent 


country, and the numbers; of f ies- of A a 


ſize, ;execeding what had been before obſerved., 
With theſe phenomena before our eyes, we can 
de at no leis ee Ws he va let n 
enn ͥ gta b rid 
Ihe uſual lake md river Gf dg prevailed, in 
> this ear alſo, in many of the interior par 
the country, as at Royalton in Pendant, on 


the Grand Ifles in Lake Champlain, at New 


Milford in Connecticut, and in various parts of 
the State of New York; in which places it was 
attended with conſiderable mortality. Spo- 


radic caſes occurred i in the healthieſt ſituations. 


I other. places- dyſentery; aud biliaus fevers. 


as well as more obſtinate. wa 
In! November and December 0 5 neun 


1 ſutceeded to the peſtilential fever, as uſual, and 
in the foughern Ts Was amen e ſome | 


form of the 3 TY 


5 1798, 2s. in Italy after a ſevere, earthquake 
Tuſcany, and in autumn a malignant ferer 
© broke, out on the Baltic in Desteig 0 or the 


2 s of 
Pi, 8 


tdbe common kind were more hy than : 
5" uſua # 


Eo ur Fro e 


Ky 
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eighbourhood, hie induced the Gov me 

ment tiof Denmark to direct all ſhips r 'that : 

een to be watcheck with vigilance. 
Buy the report of the maſter of 2 veſſel i i 


Was a great volcanic eruption in Tenerife in 


15 weeks. I have no other evidence of the fact. 
If the account is correct, there has Deni à ſuſ- 
penſion of eruptions in that iſland for ninety⸗ 


* 


this | juſt mentioned. On the 7th of December 


the ſummer of 1798, which laſted for ſeveral g 


years, that of 1704 being the laſt, 1 


e diſcovered 25 fai 1 
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 /*Thouuinte#: df -1998-Sais: Tie nit bers . 
5 in both hemiſpheres. Inu the United States it 
began about the middle of Novembe 


Gy ; with 0 
now, fallowed by ſevere culd. In r - 


there was a relaxation of cold for three weeks; 
but it Was ſu * 


cold, which abated-about the vernal equinen- 


deded by many weeks of intenſe 


April! however was very cold, and ſevere froſts 
checked vegetation. On the 2d and sth of 


May were confiderable- falls of friow;” followed 


by froſt. On the mornings of the Ath and th 
ice at New: Haven was as thick as windows 
glad. Peaches did not bloſſom till the middle 
of the month, and apples were not in full 


7 blem _ — * Wee ER nen f "Ok 5 
| | | " Tami 


*# 1 | | - In Canada, Aud * ae of Py . | he, 
1 a = ee bang winter was: Feen until „ 
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Oe In Enes d the al inter was very een, The 
Fe, den in England, Germany, Holland, and 
| France were covered with ſolid ice, and at the 
breaking up of winter the Rhine roſe and burſt 
its barriers, inundating 3 parts of Holland 
with terrible deſtruction. The ſeverity of the 
winter was felt in the ſouth of Italy, and the 
French and Neapolitan s ſuffered greatly 
from ſhow, rain, and bal, on the Appebine; 
* in the vicinity of Naples. In Siberia, we are 
informed, periſhed whole villages of men and 
cattle by the ſeverity of the colt 
In. America the diſeaſes of the winter were 
+ | | - chareerifed: by the | predominant diatheſis'\'of —& 
_-—_ the reigning epidemio conſtitution, © a Jello 
ſkin and bilious diſcharges. An ine . 
5 of conſiderable extent was ſelt in the Carolinas 
Ne ' © on'*the»12th of April. What will be the ſtate 
of health in the enſuing ſummer as be left 
be determined by the event. The preſent 


: . * in the United States * been long 
and ſevere, and the citizens look impatiengly 
„ wad the: uſual falubrious ſtate of their W | 
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This is the beſt Gaben of facts 1 have 
been able to make from ſixteen months in- 
veſtigation. It is not improbable that e 
miſtakes have occurred, which more time and 
more ample materials would enable me to cor: 


rect. But I truſt that the ſubſtance of the 1 
ſtatements is accurate, and that no error of 1 


cConſequence will be found to reſult from them, . _ 
to impeach. the general dine nen . 
| Wa work. | > ad, 
5 END or THE FIRST VOLUME. 
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